
Summary of AG-053 United Nations Middle East Mission 
(UNMEM) (1968-1973)

Title
United Nations Middle East Mission (UNMEM) (1968-1973)

Active Dates
1891-1976

Administrative History
 
During 1968, the situation in the Middle East continued to be of concern to the United Nations. The security Council 
decided to create the United Nations Middle East Mission following resolution 236 to observe: 
- the status of the cease-fire between Israel on the one hand and, respectively, Jordan, the United Arab Republic, 
Lebanon, Syria and Iraq 
- questions concerning the treatment of civilian populations in Israel-occupied territories and changes in those territories 
- the situation in and around Jerusalem and its Holy Places 

Scope and Content
 
Records consist mostly of correspondence and cables, primarily of Gunnar Jarring, who was in charge of the United 
Nations Middle East Mission (UNMEM), to United Nations Headquarters, the Palestine Democratic Front, and others 
concerning refugees, and the withdrawal of Israeli troops from Sharm-el-Sheikh, 1969; and other matters pertaining to 
the Mission's task of assisting efforts towards peaceful settlement in the Middle East. 
 
Also included are press releases, reports, working papers, memoranda, meeting notes, and an appointments calendar, 
1969-1973. 
 
Fonds consists of the following Series: 
S-0668	 Subject Files - Jarring/Berendsen 
S-0667	 Correspondence Files - Jarring/Berendson 
S-0659	 Cables 
S-0658	 Subject Files - PO 17/2 
S-0566	 Jarring Mission to the Middle East 

Collection Inventory

S-0566 Jarring Mission to the Middle East 1891-1973

Scope and Content  
 
Series consists of subject and chronological correspondence files of Gunnar Jarring and Ian Berendsen (DAG-13/3.13). 

S-0658 Subject Files - PO 17/2 1967-1973

Scope and Content  
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Series consists of correpondence, notes, incoming and outgoing cables, and code cables. Subjects include but are not 
limited to the following: resolution 331 regarding Mid-East situation; other UN resolutions regarding the Mid-East 
situation; and UN Mid-East peace talks held in Geneva. Correspondents include Ralph Bunche; Mr. Bunworth; Lieut. 
Colonel L. Koho, UN Mid-East Mission; Lieut. Colonel R. L. Day, Chief of Operations Officer, UNTSO; A. Esmet Abdel 
Meguid, Ambassador, Permenant Representative; and Muhammed H. El-Zayyat, Ambassador, Permenant 
Representative. 

 

Box Folder Title Date Created Date Closed Security 
Level

Scanned 
Items

S-
0658-
0001

Subject Files - PO 17/2 [Empty] 22/11/1967 26/07/1973

S-0659 Cables 1967-1969

Scope and Content  
 
Series consists of incoming and outgoing cables, and code cables. Subjects include but are not limited to the following: 
Palestine liberation attacks; Israeli air attacks; visits to Washington, D.C.; Palestine resistence; movments of various 
Palestine forces; discussions with Jordanian authorities; travel plans; women's organizations in Israel; ships stranded in 
Suez Canal; Security Council cease fire resolution; and visits to Jerusalem, Beirut, and Nicosia. Correspondents include 
Ralph Bunche; Dr. Gunnar Jarring; Odd Bull; N. Tordini, Admisitrative Officer; Ian E. Berendsen, Principal Political 
Officer; Foreign Minister Rifa; Mr. Hammarskjold; Robert Kaminker, Pouch Officer; Captain Durand; and King Hussein. 

 

Box Folder Title Date 
Created

Date 
Closed

Security 
Level

Scanned 
Items

S-
0659-
0001

Cables 11/12/1967 23/12/1969

S-0659-
0001-01

Incoming Cables - Nocosia 03/03/1969 01/04/1969 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0001-02

Incoming Cables - New York/Nicosia 11/12/1967 25/12/1968 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0001-03

Incoming Cables - New York/Nicosia 11/12/1967 25/12/1968 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0001-04

Incoming Cables - New York/Nicosia 10/01/1969 23/12/1969 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0001-05

Outgoing Cables - Nicosia/Field Offices 11/12/1967 04/12/1968 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0001-06

Outgoing Cables - Nicosia/Field Offices 27/02/1969 02/04/1969 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0001-07

Outgoing Cables - Nicosia/New York 11/12/1967 09/12/1968 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0001-08

Outgoing Cables - Nicosia/New York 25/02/1969 30/09/1969 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0002-01

Amman to Nicosia 10/01/1968 05/12/1968 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0002-02

Amman to Nicosia 05/03/1969 31/03/1969 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0002-03

Beirut to Nicosia 11/12/1967 28/08/1968 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0002-04

Beirut to Nicosia 27/02/1969 03/04/1969 Unclassified No

S-
0659-
0002

Cables 11/12/1967 31/12/1969
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S-0658-
0001-01

PO 17/2 - Part 1 - Ambassador Dr. G Jarring's 
Mission

22/11/1967 31/12/1970 Unclassified No

S-0658-
0001-02

PO 17/2 - Part 1 - Ambassador Dr. G Jarring's 
Mission

18/05/1973 21/05/1973 Unclassified No

S-0658-
0001-03

PO 17/2 - Part 2 - Ambassador Dr. G Jarring's 
Mission

04/01/1971 05/03/1971 Unclassified No

S-0658-
0001-04

PO 17/2 - Part 2 - Ambassador Dr. G Jarring's 
Mission

01/01/1971 26/07/1973 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0002-05

Cairo to Nicosia 22/12/1967 26/02/1969 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0002-06

Cairo to Nicosia 04/03/1969 03/04/1969 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0002-07

Geneva to Nicosia 13/12/1967 31/08/1968 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0002-08

Geneva to Nicosia - Empty File [file contents 
missing]

01/01/1969 31/12/1969 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0002-09

Jerusalem to Nicosia 14/02/1968 01/04/1969 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0002-10

Cables To and From Headquarters 13/12/1967 01/02/1968 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0002-11

Manifests for Field Trips, Flying Times; Passport 
Information

18/12/1967 03/04/1969 Unclassified No

S-0659-
0002-12

United Nations Mid-East Missions Field Cables - 
In and Out

12/12/1967 09/09/1968 Unclassified No

S-0667 Correspondence Files - Jarring/Berendson 1967-1976

Scope and Content  
 
Gunnar Jarring's Mission to the Middle East 
 
Series consists - correspondence, incoming and outgoing cables, telegrams, memoranda, handwritten documents, draft 
documents, working papers, reports, resolutions, proposals, press releases, press clippings, news excerpts, information 
circulars, booklets, medical reports, bank deposit slips, requisition slips, sales receipts, vouchers, itineraries, travel 
authorization forms, routing slips, greeting cards, postcards, invitations, and calendars. Subjects include but are not 
limited to the following: administration; staff; travel; finance; -ficial appointments; requests for employment; personal 
appeals from the general public; Palestinian refugees; curfews in Palestine region; news and magazine interviews; and 
the Palestinian Democratic Front. Correspondents include Ambassador Gunnar Jarring, Special Representative - 
Secretary-General for the Middle East; Ralph Bunche, U.N. Under Secretary-General for Special Political Affairs; Ian E. 
Berendsen, Principal Political Advisor, UNMEM; and Lawrence Michelmore, U.N. Commissioner-General. 

 

Box Folder Title Date 
Created

Date 
Closed

Security 
Level

Scanned 
Items

S-
0667-
0001

Correspondence Files - Jarring/Berendsen 25/01/1967 24/04/1975

S-0667-
0001-01

Calendar of Appointments 01/12/1969 30/09/1973 Unclassified No

S-0667-
0001-02

Correspondence of United Nations Middle East 
Mission - Staff, Travel

11/12/1967 24/04/1975 Unclassified No

S-0667-
0001-03

Correspondence of United Nations Middle East 
Mission - Staff, Travel

11/12/1967 24/04/1975 Strictly 
confidential

No

S-0667-
0001-04

Jarring Correspondence - I 25/01/1967 29/06/1972 Strictly 
confidential

No

S-0667-
0001-05

Jarring Correspondence - I 25/01/1967 29/06/1972 Strictly 
confidential

No

S-0667-
0002-01

Jarring Correspondence - II 27/06/1972 19/12/1974 Unclassified No

S-0667-
0002-02

Jarring Correspondence - II 27/06/1972 19/12/1974 Unclassified No
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S-
0667-
0002

Correspondence Files - Jarring/Berendsen 
[Empty]

01/08/1968 28/06/1976

S-
0667-
0003

Correspondence Files - Jarring/Berendsen 07/12/1967 15/09/1970

S-0667-
0002-03

Jarring Correspondence - III 10/01/1975 28/06/1976 Unclassified No

S-0667-
0002-04

Correspondence (Non-Political) - I 01/08/1968 25/11/1968 Unclassified No

S-0667-
0002-05

Correspondence (Non-Political) - I 01/08/1968 26/11/1968 Unclassified No

S-0667-
0003-01

Correspondence (Non-Political) - II 07/12/1967 04/11/1968 Unclassified No

S-0667-
0003-02

Correspondence (Non-Political) - II 07/12/1967 04/11/1968 Unclassified No

S-0667-
0003-03

Correspondence (Non-Political) - III 21/11/1968 15/09/1970 Unclassified No

S-0667-
0003-04

Correspondence (Non-Political) - III 21/11/1968 15/09/1970 Unclassified No

S-
0667-
0004

Correspondence Files - Jarring/Berendsen 16/09/1970 08/03/1971

S-0667-
0004-01

Correspondence (Non-Political) - IV 16/09/1970 15/01/1971 No

S-0667-
0004-02

Correspondence (Non-Political) - IV 16/09/1970 15/01/1971 No

S-0667-
0004-03

Correspondence - V 10/01/1971 08/03/1971 No

S-0667-
0004-04

Correspondence - V 10/01/1971 08/03/1971 No

S-0667-
0006-01

Palestine Democratic Front (General M. 
Jaghibir)

27/12/1967 08/05/1968 No

S-0667-
0006-02

Prisoners of War - International Committee of 
Red Cross

09/01/1970 01/12/1970 No

S-0667-
0006-03

United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
Correspondence (Palestine Refugees)

04/01/1968 15/11/1972 Strictly 
confidential

No

S-
0667-
0005

Correspondence Files - Jarring/Berendsen 05/03/1971 07/08/1975

S-0667-
0005-01

Correspondence - VI 05/03/1971 17/12/1971 No

S-0667-
0005-02

Correspondence - VI 05/03/1971 17/12/1971 No

S-0667-
0005-03

Correspondence - VI 05/03/1971 17/12/1971 No

S-0667-
0005-04

Correspondence (Non-Political) - VII 18/12/1971 07/08/1975 No

S-0667-
0005-05

Correspondence (Non-Political) - VII 18/12/1971 07/08/1975 No

S-
0667-
0006

Correspondence Files - Jarring/Berendsen 
[Empty]

27/12/1967 15/11/1972

S-0668 Subject Files - Jarring/Berendsen 1949-1975

Scope and Content  
 
Series consists of correspondence, cables, memoranda, handwritten documents, draft working papers, working papers, 
draft notes, reports, discussion papers, study papers, statements, meeting notes, journal articles, press releases, 
bulletins, press clippings, maps, and business cards. 
 
Subjects include but are not limited to the following: staffing of UNMEM; Ambassador Jarring's personal and official 
travel; diplomatic immunity; Military Working Group on Israeli-Syrian Disengagement; Algerian and Palestinian detainees 
in Israel; Arab refugees; development fund in Gaza area; plan for Old City-Jerusalem; aircraft hijacking incidents; 
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freedom of passage through Straits of Tiran and Gulf of Aqaba; Israeli withdrawal and occupation by U.N. forces of 
Sharen-el-Sheikh area; legal and economic effects of Suez Canal closure; Israel's armistice agreement with Arab states; 
and recommendation by the World Council of Churches. 
 
Correspondents include U.Thant, U.N. Secretary-General; Ralph Bunche, U.N. Under Secretary-General for Special 
Political Affairs; Ambassador Gunnar Jarring, Special Representative of Secretary-General for the Middle East; Ian E. 
Berendsen, Principal Political Advisor, UNMEM; Jose Rolz-Bennett, Under Secretary-General for Special Political Affairs; 
Constantin A. Stavropoulos, Legal Counsel; Joseph E Johnson, President Emeritus, Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace/Convener of the Commission on the Middle East; Professor Roger Fisher, Harvard Law School; 
Eugene C. Blake, General-Secretary, World Council of Churches. 

 

Box Folder Title Date 
Created

Date 
Closed

Security 
Level

Scanned 
Items

S-
0668-
0001

Subject Files - Jarring/Berendsen 01/01/1949 14/07/1975

S-0668-
0001-01

Detention by Israel of Two Algerian Citizens 26/08/1970 30/09/1970 No

S-0668-
0001-02

Dr. Roger Fisher - Working Papers towards 
Middle East Settlement

14/09/1970 10/12/1970 No

S-0668-
0001-03

Edmund de Rothschild - Notes of Meeting with 
Mr. Jarring

27/10/1970 27/10/1970 No

S-0668-
0001-04

Gaza Area, The - Legal Status, Arab Refugees, 
Plan for a Development Fund

16/02/1971 02/05/1972 No

S-0668-
0001-05

Jerusalem - Master Plan for the Old City 19/08/1970 21/10/1970 Strictly 
confidential

No

S-0668-
0001-06

Joseph E. Johnson - Reports Prepared for the 
Commission on the Middle East

01/05/1972 13/12/1972 No

S-0668-
0001-07

Military - Letter from Middle East Mission to 
Ambassador Jarring

16/07/1968 16/07/1968 No

S-0668-
0001-08

Notes on Hijacking Incidents 02/08/1968 11/09/1970 No

S-0668-
0001-09

Palestinian Leaders - Confidential Memorandum 15/07/1967 21/11/1968 No

S-0668-
0001-10

Press Releases - Office of Public Information - 
Middle East Mission

06/12/1967 14/07/1975 No

S-0668-
0001-11

Press Releases - Office of Public Information - 
Notes to Correspondents

03/08/1970 08/12/1972 No

S-0668-
0001-12

Prisoners - Regarding Fifteen Palestinians 
Detained by Israeli Authorities

01/01/1972 31/12/1972 No

S-0668-
0001-13

Recognition - Article by the Legal Advisors to the 
Government of Israel

01/01/1949 07/08/1968 No

S-0668-
0001-14

Shabtai Rosenne - Israel's Armistice Agreements 
with the Arab States

01/01/1968 31/12/1968 No

S-0668-
0001-15

Sharm-el-Sheikh - Possible Israeli Withdrawal 
and Occupation by United Nations Forces

01/09/1969 26/09/1969 No

S-0668-
0002-01

Straits of Tiran and Gulf of Aqaba - Background 
and Note from Mr. Heenan

01/09/1951 18/02/1971 No

S-0668-
0002-02

Stranded Ships - Lloyds Report 02/04/1968 11/04/1968 No

S-0668-
0002-03

Suez Canal - Economic Effects of Its Closure 01/10/1971 31/10/1973 No

S-0668-
0002-04

Territorial Inviolability - Letter from Mr. Heenan to 
Mr. Berendsen

21/01/1971 21/01/1971 No

S-0668-
0002-05

United Nations Middle East Mission - Press 
Releases

13/09/1968 23/02/1972 No

S-0668-
0002-06

World Council of Churches - Correspondence 
between Ambassador Jarring and Dr. Eugene C. 
Clark

04/10/1968 10/02/1971 No
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