UN ARCHIVES
SERES _©-0°%
BOX A

FILE ~ .———‘——"\ e
ACC. SR i L




o

From Panama Federation of Workers to SecGen

Expressing their solidarity with Algerian
people; requesting GA accord Yo give
independence to Algeria.
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QUOTE WE IN THE CONGO OUGHT TO CONSIDER THE NEWS OF FFFLLLNNN-
O00AAASSS CONCILIATION IN ALGERIA INDICATIVE AND ENCOURAGING. '
IF THIS MOST VIOLENT AND INTER-RACIAL *
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-m'. VILL BE ABLE TO STOP THEIR FRATRICIDAL GONFLIGT:
ONUC EXPECTS THAT AS A RESULT OF TNE PRESENT ADOULA-TSHOMBE
TALKS A STATEMENT VILL =
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BE MADE VHICH VILL GIVE HOPE TO THE CONGO AND NER MANY
FRIENMS AND CLEAR THE ATMOSPHERE FOR PATIENT AND DETAILED
EXAMINATION OF THE ISSUES AND PROBLEMS WHICH NOW CONFRONT
THE COUNTRY. PEACE PEACK CAN RETURN TO THE CONGO

BUT THIS NOV DEPENDS ON THE STATESMANSHIP OF MER LEADERS. *
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UNCFFICIAL TRANSLATION

18 MARCH 1962 V

SECRETARY -GENERAL
UNITD NATTONS

NEW YORK

International Appeal of the Camille Petitjean Committee.

Mr. Camille Petitjean, an engineer in the Berllet de Rouiba Pares factory
at Algers, was arrested at his place of work on 27 February 1962 by several
inspectors of the secret police, taken away to a hiding-place and tortured savagely
for several deys. There is every reason to believe that he has $inelly succumed
while in the hands of his executdoners, who have done away with the body in ordér
to prevent a scandal.

However, public opirion is aroused by the meny atrocities sermissed committed
by the Frenck special services end is determined to make the authorities
finally withdraw from Algeria the "Barbouzes" whose methods dishonour those who
send them.

The Camille Petitjean Committee is determined to throw light on this
particular case and will demand by every means that the French Government
report what its police have done with their prisoner.

Since we are prohibited by eeneurship from taking any action in Algeria,
we ask you in the name of human solidarity to intervene on behalf of Mrs. Petitjean
and her children with French and international authorities with a view to their
being informed of the place where Mr. Petitjean is being held or of the place
where his body is buried, and to report the results of your efforts to Mr. Patin,
President de la Commission de SYAuvegarde, at Paris, or to the President of the Bar

(M. le Batonnier de LtOrdre des Avocats) at Algers.






MAIS L 0§IONION PUBLIQUE € EMEUT DE NOMBREUSES ATROCITES COMMISES
PAR LES éERVICE% QF-’ECIAUX FRANCAIS ET ENTEND OBTENIR DES AUTORITES
LE RETRAIT DEFINITIF D ALGERIE DES "BARBbUZEQ" DONT LES METHODES
DESHONORENT CEUX éUI LES IN'?I"IRENT

DE SON COTE LE COMITE CAMILLE !.’ETITJEAN ENTEND QI_JE. LA LUMIERE €OIT.
FAITE SUR CEI'TE AFFAIRE PARTICULIERE ET EXIGERA PAR TOUS LES MOYENS
QUE LE GOUVERNEMNT FRANCAIS FASSE SAVOIR CE QUE IS'E'! ‘!;OLICIERQ ONT

FAIT DE LEURPRISONNIER

1A CENSURE NOUS INTERDISANT TOUTE ACTION EN ALGERIE NOUS vouUS
DEMANDONS AU NOM DE LA SOLIDARITE HUMAINE D INTERVENIR POUR MADAME
PETITJEAN ET SES ENFANTS AUPRES DES AUTORITES FRANCAISES ET INTER

~

NATIONALES POUR QUE SOLIT CONNU LE LIEU DE DETENTION DE M PETITJEAN
O LE LIEU D INHUMATION DE <ON CADAVRE ET DE FAIRE CONNAITRE LES
RESULTATS DE VO<S DEMARCHES A M PATIN PRESIDENT DE LA COMMISSION

DE § AUVEGARDE A PARIS QU A M LE BATONNIER DE L ORDRE DES AVOCATS

A ALGER
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Comments for the record should not be written on this
slip. REFERRAL SHEET PT.108 should be used instead.
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The African—Asian group welcomes these agreements and expresses its
joy and satisfaction that a cease-fire has been agreed to, bringing
to a successful end the heroic struggle of the Algerian people for
their independence. The group expresses the fervent hope that the
independence of Algeria will soon become a reality and that
independent Algeria will take its rightful place in the United

Nations at the earliest possible time.

The agreements represent an act of supreme statesmanship and the
members of the African—Asian group offer their sincere congratulations
to the Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic and to the

Government of France on this great achievement.
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Appeals to the Peo

| Algerian of Transition

Abderrahmane Fares

BDERRAHMANE FARES,

who will play a leading
role in the change from
French to Moslem rule in Al-
geria, is a ‘‘man of transition”
between the two worlds that
have clashed.

Mr. Fares, a short, round,
50-year-old Algerian public
notary and politician, who
was reported yesterday to be

the choice to head
the Provisional Ex-~

Man E

7 ecutive that will
inthe gyjde Algeria
News through its days of

transition, speaks
French as well as he does
Arabic. A Westernized bon
vivant who remains loyal to
his fellow Algerians, he thus
has a foot in each world.
He represents the Algerian
Moslem world seeking to as-
sert itself after more th
130 years of French domin

ing, at the very least, td
tain its presence in Algeria
and in North Africa.
Career-Long Duality

This duality has profoundly
marked Mr. Fares and his ca~
reer. In Novembher, 1954,
shortly after the Moslem war
for independence began, Mr.
Fares went to the United
States to lecture under offi-
cial French auspices on Al~
geria's attachment for France
and on the desirability of the |
territory’s full integration |
with the French mainland.

Last November, seven years
later, Mr. Fares was thrust
into prison outside Paris on'!
charges of being one of the
Algerian rebels’ principal |
bankers in France. He was in
prison while the French and |
Algerian negotiators worked
out the details of a peace
settlement. |

Mr. Fares was born Nov.
13, 1911, at Akbou in Kabylia,
the mountainous coastal re- |
gion of Algeria. That fact has |
considerable importance. It
made him a member of an
ethnic minority, the Kabyles,
who although Moslem do not
get WI with the domi-
nant ab population. His
father was a farmer who was

Asspelale

1] W mized bons $
oui::- Covmbmie: e matu]
o : E?Verdun " 1

orld ir I,

Mr. Fares was educated in
French schools in  Algiers,
where he was known as a
good student and as a star
soccer player, At 25 he be-
came the first Moslem notary
in Algeria. A notary under
French law is an important
person, for he draws up va-
rious business acts, deeds,
contracts and wills.

Mr. Fares also became a
French citizen. Before the
war; Algerian Moslems had
to request naturalization. Mr.
Fares did so as a firm be-
liever in Algerian integrega-
tion with F'rance.

After the war he was
elected to the Algiers Munici-
Eai Council, By 1953, he had

ecome Speaker of the Alge-
rian Assembly. He was liked
by neither out-and-out Mos-
lem nationalists nor the Bu-
ropean conservatives, but he
n o maintain a wide

v s k- 3
wished to rmiane s fellow |€

Moslems into full-fledged
French citizens.

After the rebellion broke
out, he slowly began to
change his position as he saw
the population turn more and
more to the rebels. By 1956,
Mr. Fares was backing a
negotiated settlement with
the rebels o set up an Alge-
rian nation as the only pos-
sible solution, He felt that
France had waited too long
to apply integration. -

In Septemper, 1956, Mr.
Fares moved to Paris with
his wife, also a Kabyle, their
two sons and a daughter. It
was said he no longer felt
secure in Kolea, -near Al-
giers, where he had his of-
fices.

Social Life in Paris

In the French capital he
avoided public statements.
But, helped by his upper-
middle-class urbanity and his
epicurean tastes, he carried
on an active social life among
a large circle of French and
Moslem acquaintances. He had
steady contacts with French
officials who continued to see
in him a possible bridge be-
tween the French and rebel
paaitions.
fter President de Gaulle

‘85 became an active and
official intermediary between
%ne French Government and
the rebel political command.
He made several trips to
Switzerland to sound out the
repel position.

He was blamed to some eX-
tent for the refusal of the
rebels to heed an appeal by
President de Gaulle in Oc-
taber to go to Paris to dis-
cuss a cease-fire. For Mr.
Fares and the rebels, the of-
fer appeared to be a request
for surrender. ‘

His name was dropped from
public notice until the sudden
announcement last November
of his arrest. He was accused
of having handled large sums
collected in France for the
rebels and of having helped to
transfer them to Swiss banks.

When arrested, he said:
“I have never been an enemy
of the French people andgl
have . always passionate
fought for the conciliation §f
the French and Algeri

popularity as a moderate who points of view.”

3 to powdr in 1958, Mr. ,

1
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NIGHTLEAD ALGERIAN (SCHEDULED)
PARIS

MARCH 15-C(REUTERS)=-CHRISTIAN FOUCHET, A
VETERAN DIPLOMAT aND.Lonc—STAND¥N%§§UFF6HTEH*UT*PRESIDENT
CHARLES DE GAULLEL TODAY WAS GIVEN THE DELICATE AND DIFFICULT
G

TASK OF RUNNING ALGERIA BEFORE IT WINS COMPLETE INDEPENDENCE.

A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE FRENCH CABINET NAMED FOUCHET
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR ALGERIA ONLY HOURS AFTER THE CEASEFIRE
IN THE LONG AND BLOODY ALGERIAN WAR WAS OFFICIALLY DECLARED
AT NOON,

BEFORE FOUCHET LIES THE ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE ASSIGNMENT OF
MAINTAINING ORDER IN A TERRITORY THREATENED WITH 'VIOLENCE
AS TERRIBLE AS ANY IT HAS.KNOWN BY EUROPEAN EXTREMISTS DEDICATED
TO OPPOSING ALGERIAN INDEPENDENCE AT ANY COST.

THE CABINET MEETING ALSO CONSIDERED THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE
12-MAN PROVISIONAL EXECUTIVE WHICH WILL BE SET UP TO ADMINISTER
ALGERIA AND ASSIST THE HIGH COMMISSIONER IN PREPARING THE
* REFERENDUM IN WHICH THE ALGERIANS WILL CHOOSE INDEPENDENCE
FROM FRANCE,

AFTER THE MEETING IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT DE GAULLE WILL NAME
THE DATE OF A REFERENDUM IN FRANCE TO APPROVE THE TERMS OF
THE LONG-SOUGHT ALGERIAN SETTLEMENT IN A MESSAGE TO A SPECIAL
- SESSION OF THE FRENCH ASSEMBLY TOMORROW,.

THE ASSEMBLY WAS CALLED INTO SESSION TO VOTE ON THE SETTLEMENT
REACHED YESTERDAY AFTER 12 DAYS OF NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN
FRANCE AND THE ALGERIAN INSURGENTS AT EVIAN,

(MORE)
EGS 2,51P

27777
R111
FIRST ADD PARIS NIGHTLEAD ALGERIAN X X X EVIAN. '

A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID DE GAULLE, WHO ANNOUNCED THE
CEASEFIRE IN AN EMOTION-CHARGED BROADCAST LAST NIGHT, WILL
SPEAK TO THE NATION AGAIN NEXT MONDAY, MARCH 26.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE PROVISIONAL
EXECUTIVE WILL BE ANNOUNCED LATER. ITS PRESIDENT IS -
EXPECTED TO.BE ABDERRAHMANE FARES,FIRST MOSLEM PRESIDENT OF
THE OLD ALGERIAN ASSEMBLY AND A POLITICAL PRISONER OF THE
FRENCH SINCE LAST NOVEMBER,

THE CABINET ALSO FORMALLY APPROVED A NUMBER OF OTHER TERMS
OF THE CEASEFIRE, AFTER HEARING A FULL REPORT ON THE AGREEMENTS
FROM LOUIS JOXE, MINISTER FOR ALGERIAN AFFAIRS AND CHIEF
FRENCH NEGOTIATOR AT THE EVIAN TALKS.

ONE DECREE DECLARED A POLITICAL AMNESTY FOR ALL POLITICAL
PRISONERS BEING HELD IN FRANCE AND ALGERIA., ALL PRISONERS --
SOME OF THEM SENTENCED TO DEATH FOR TERRORIST CRIMES =- ARE
TO BE RELEASED WITHIN 20 DAYS.

A SECOND DECREE PAVED THE WAY FOR THE ALGERIAN INDEPENDENCE
VOTE THREE TO SIX MONTHS FROM NOW =- THE DATE TO BE SET BY
THE PROVISIONAL EXECUTIVE,

A THIRD SET UP A SPECIAL COURT OF JUSTICE IN ALGERIA TO
DEAL WITH ACTS OF TERRORISM. UNTIL THE COURT IS ESTABLISHED,
COURTS MARTIAL SET UP TODAY WILL ADMINISTER SWIFT JUSTICE
TO TERRORLSTS, |

FOUCHET, WHO WILL BE THE LAST REPRESENTATIVE OF FRANCE
IN ALGERIA AFTER 132 YEARS OF FRENCH RULE, 1S THESi-

YEAR-OLD FRENCH AMEASSADOR TO DENMARK, |
(MORE). -
EGS 2.55P
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From Remses P\

oy by S Hoduin (Yelioue ),

The African-Asian group met this morning and heard a ststement

.by the representative of tk® Algeria unutlining the recent wave

of terrorist acts by the OAS,

The group viewed with horror and concern the continuing, unprecedented

and outrageous acts by the cri 1 OAS against defenseless civilian

N\

Alger%g,/

men, women and children i
The group expressed the Ho e that wme civilized wop}g651nion,
particularly in the non-African Asian countries, would condemn

these criminal acts,

The African—Asian group pays tribute to—xhﬁ.patience and forebearance
of the Algerian people,

The group is convinced that nothing will impede the irresistible

march of the Algerian people to independence,

&2/?/‘«17 /942
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FROM:

SUBJECT:
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UNITED NATIONS

" ?”ﬂtﬁ

NATIONS UNIES
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

28 January, 1963

The Secretary-General Q9r9“2;@ Date:

FILE NO.:

CONFIDENTTIAL

Hernane Tavares de S4 ;%ZV <
Under-Secretary for Public Information

Information Centre in Algeria

On Wednesday of last week I had lunch with Ambassador
Chanderli of Algeria, and discussed with him the advisability
of opening a United Nations Information Centre in Algiers,

I further explained that under current OPI policies we
expected the host government to provide certain facilities,

principally in the matter of premises.

Ambassador Chanderli showed a keen interest in the early
opening of such an information centre and expressed the desire

of seeing arrangements concluded at an early date.

Ambassador Chanderli will be meeting with the Director
of the External Relations Division, Mr. Gohl Obhrai, during
the course of this week and we have reason to believe that
the estabiishment of a U.N. Information Centre in Algiers

will be formally requested at an early date.



Unofficial translation from French

OUTGOING CLEAR CABLE

To: Mr. Ahmed Ben Bella, Prime Minister of the Republic of Algeria

¢/o the Permanent Representative of Algeria to the United Nations
From: Xhex® Mr. Rolz-Bennett

Date: 6 May 1963

The Secretary~General of the United Nations has asked me to request you
to forward the following telegram to the Prime Minister of the Republic of Algeria
in cornnexion with the death of Mr. Mohammed Khemisti, Minister of Foreign Affairs.
"Profoundly grieved over the cruel loss which the Republic of Algeria and you -
yourself have just suffered in particularly sad circumstances, I wish to offer
my deepest sympathy and, through you, to offer my sincere condolences to Mr. ¥ohammed
Khemisti's family, = and to the Govermment and people of Algeria. U Thant"

Rolz-Bennett



SYNT WEWYORK 92 STR PD 6 1208EDST VIA WU (REPORT DELIVERY)
SON EXCELLENCE £y ‘

MONSIEUR ARMED DEN BELIA

FREMIER MINISTRE DE LA REPUBLIQUE D'ALCERIA

AUX BONS SOINS DU REPRESENTANT PERI® NENT

D'ALGERIE AUPRES DES FATIONS UMIES

236 EAST 46TH STREET

MEV YORK 17 (NEWYORK)

LE SECRETAIRE CENERAL DE L'ONU M'A DEMANDE DE VOUS PRIER DE
VOULOIR BIEN TRANSIETTRE LE TELEGRAIME SUIVANT AU PRENIER
MINISTRE DE 1A REPUBLIQUE DALCERIA, A 1A SUITE DE 1A MORT DE
MONSIEUR MOMAMMED KMEMISTI, MINISTRE DES AFFAIRES ETRAINGERES.
"PROFONDEMENT EMU PAR 1A PERTE CRUELLE QUE 1A REPUPLIQUE
D'ALGERIE ET VOUS |

P2/a2 ‘
MEME VENEZ DE SURIR DANS DES CIRCONSTANCES PARTICULIFREMENT

DOULOUREUSES, JE VOUS PRIE D'AGREER L/EXPRESSION DE M TRES

CRANDE SYMPATHIE, ET, PAR VOTRE INTERMEDIAIRE, J'ADRESSE A

1A FAMILLE DE MONSIEUR MOMAMMED KHEMISTI, AU COUVERNEMENT ET

AU PEUPLE D'ALGERIE MES SINCERES CONDOLEANCES. U THANT®
ROLZBENNETT |

COL 236 A6TH 17
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;" PERMANENT MISSION OF ALGERIA

TO THE UNITED NATION‘

236 EAST 40vH BTREET
NEW YORK 17, N, Y.

z; S:;zangi a State lunch ( thrcugh Protocol) YUxon 6.0895
U Thant
gi¥, 8/8 August 7, 1963
: q(o 5 . j M'Uv‘ ﬂ”u
[ 1V e
1 mrmmnumwummd

mummummmmwmwm

of the (uited Nations and has the honour to refer to the latter's note of

duly 24, 1963 regarding Agenda Ites Whmber ¢ (Genemal Debate) of the Eightesnth
{"'mamummé-um.

| The Permanent Répresentative of the Dewcératic and Popular Republic of =~
{  Algeria to the Uiited Nations wishes to proposs Tussday, Septesber 24, 1963,
'_.Wmmmﬂmmmmmu_mm&q&:uu.m.
e Minister of the Demccratic and Popilar Republie of Algeris, in the Genemal

Debate of the Eightesnth Seasion of the United Nations General Assesbly. : |
|1 The Pemaent Representetive of the Demseratic and Popular Republic of .
[ Mummwmmmamw\gumu
"' ﬁmmammmmmwmum
\ S Useretisn. : oy

Wew York
Pj;t;rrt‘a % .
THave snpken Wwﬁﬁmw e
to lunch on Bﬂﬁ*ﬁlﬁ’ on 24 Sept Plaase fo}.l% }gg. L AN~
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26 October 1967

Dear Iady Plgot,

Your kind letter of 22 September came by surface
mall and reached the Secretary-(ensral's office only
yvesterday. You may be aware that the two British pilots
to whom you refer have already been released from custody
in Algeria.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

C.V. Narasimhan
Chef de Cabinet

The Iady Pligot
Yarlington Lodge
Wincanton
Somerset

cc: Mr., Iemieux l/
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Translated from French

THE THIRD CRISISE/

Five years after acceding to independence, Algeria is going through its
third serious crisis. The first, in 1962, found Ben Bella and Colonel Boumediene -
who at that time were co-operating in their struggle for power - in the GPRA
(Provisional Govermnment of the Algerian Republic) on the one hand, opposing a
number of dissident wilayas, on the other. The second crisis, in 1965, ended with
the elimination of Ben Bella. Now, the third finds Colonel Boumediene facing
part of the army officer corps. There is a connexion between these crises, and it
is even difficult to understand the last if the other two are not kept in mind.

Five years ago, Ben Bella was brought to power by the "army of the frontier",
which was stronger than the army of the interior because it was intact, or nearly
so. However, three years later, the same army, represented by Colonel Boumediene
ousted the Chief of State because he wanted to put the military back in their
barracks and tried t¢ impose his uncontrolled and unsupervised authority.

This is to some extent the seme phenomenon which is recurring today, with
Colonel Zbiri playing, all other things being equal, the role of Colonel Boumediene
when the latter was Ben Bella's Minister of Defence: the dismissed Chief of the
General Staff accused the Head of Govermment of running the State with a small
group of faithful followers, without any democratic supervision, and, most
important, without involving militaery leaders who, more than others, had supported
the war effort for seven years. These military leaders took the view that they
had not permitted the overthrow.of Ben Bella in order to have him replaced by
another man "chosen by Providence" or by another clique. Finally, they considered
themselves to be the depositaries of a pure and hard socialism being increasingly
abandoned by the State capitalism practised by the new administrators and
economists of Algiers. A doctrinal dispute, no‘doubt, but at the same time the
reflection of a deep-seated regionalism, called "wilayism" in the period
immediately after the war, which will be finally overcome only when there is a

State in Algiers which commands respect and obedience in the most remote provinces.

1/ Article in Le Monde, 17-18/XII/67.

Aria
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No doubt, Colonel Boumediene wanted to build such a State, and he did
everything to avoid a trial of strength and a fratricidal struggle with men
whose soclalist convictions he even shared. But perhaps he chose a bad method,
that of putting things off, of performing a balancing act between different
trends and opposing tendencies, and above all of being vague about the
orientation of his policies. That was seen for example in connexion with self-
management (autogestion), a crucial experiment of the régime, which Algiers did
not dare either to encourage or to denounce. His skill in manoeuvring did not
enable him to avoid a trial of strength; indeed, it contributed to disaffecting
those who insistently urged him to hold a broad debate on Government policies in
the Council of the Revolution or in a Congress of the FLN.

Colonel Boumediene seems to have won - a result that could be foreseen
once he decided to "prick the boil" in recent days by taking measures likely
to convince his opponents that time was working against them and to cause them
to make up their minds to act. He will no doubt emerge from this test with
increased prestige as will certain men whose influence has been on the rise for
two years: Medeghri, Bouteflika, Chérif Belkacem, Kald Ahmed, who are called,
with reference to the past, the "Oujda Group" or "The Frontiermen", as well as
the erstwhile "centralists", or even such former figures of the GPRA as
Abdesselam, Lamine Khane, Ben Yahia, Kiouan, etc.

However, the crisis may also increase the malaise in an army, which for
five years has not succeeded in achieving its unity, and it will keep alive
among a public opinion which is becoming increasingly demobilized and fed up
with the quarrels of its leaders the impression that disputes arise, develop

and are settled without its knowing, or heaving any say, about them.
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2 May 1968
ALD/KSN

Note for the Secretary-General

Le Monde has reported a recent agreement between
Algeria and Tunisia on their long-standing border dispute.
Inasmuch as the interests involved were substantial (the
border runs through an oil field) and at certain times in
the past the dispute threatened to take a bad turn, it is

a promising development for co-operation in North Africa.

Alain L., Dangeard

1y



UNOFFICIAL TRANSIATION FROM FRENCH

H.E. U Thant GQF“&&K

Secretary-General
United Nations

-

I have the honour to bring to your attention that because of the
state of health of Mr. Tewfik Bouattoura, my Government has decided
to terminate his functions as Head of the Algerian Mission to the
United Nations.
Mr. Hadj Benabdelkader Azzout has been designated as Charge€ d'Affaires, a.i.
of the Mission.
Accept, Sir, etc.

(signed) Abdelaziz Bouteflika
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Algeria
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‘is being

rresident Boumediene, while
publicly supporting the new
Libyan regime, has privately
castigated its leaders for tying
themselves to President Gamal
Abdel Nasser of the United
Arab Republic.

Perhaps his most construc-
tive achievement in.foreign pol-
icy is the shelving of the old
border quarrel with Morocco
and the revival of the dormant
idea of the Maghreb—the union
of Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco,
to be joined some day, perhaps,
by Libya, to the east, and Mau-
ritania, to the southwest.

Wilting Has Stopped

Algiers, whose houses rise
stéeply from the blue harbor
like a bank of white roses, has
stopped wilting. Until a year or
two ago—like another revolu-
tionary capital, Havana, which
it resembles in many ways—
it was wearing out.

The French had fled and hun-
dreds of thousands of country
people moved into their apart-
ments and camped there. The
Ben Bella Government was
busy constructing the Third
World and nobody had much
time to repair leaky water
mains. .

There are still signs of decay.
At night the streets are dark
and as the visitor jostles
through the dimly seen crowds
that jam the sidewalks until 10
or 11, he is apt to step off into
oked with garbage.
"Q_ngri with their

alconies have

% ?Mtewash rent

llected and repairs

made, and parks, filled with

unemployed loungers, are care-
fully tended.

The windows of the shops
that wind along Avenue Di-
douche Mourad are sparkling
and fairly well stocked. But
things aré expensive—Algerian-
made shirts were selling for the
equivalent of $10—and when
the conscript in his gray cot-
ton uniform and his fiancée in
white robe and veil stop at a
display of layettes costing $55,
it is only window-shopping.

There are still rich people in
Algeria, despite socialism. Their
wives can be seen each morn-
ing driving their expensive cars
down to market while the cook,
enfolded in robes and baskets,
sits grandly in back. But for
most Algerians life is a strug-
gle that will not soon get
bétter,

One quarter or one third of
the working force is unem-.
ployed, and for those who
worlk, wages are low and prices
are high. They will get higher,
as the Government, putting all
its resources into economic de-
velopment, cuts back imports
and devises new sales taxes..

After féeding his family,
about all the urban worker can
afford is a coffee or glass of
sweet juice at a cafe. He will
spend hours over it, listening
to the soccer match on the
radio. Soccer is a passion here
to the point where West Ger-
many, which rates only a little

But the

cial disfavor, enjoyed a genuine
burst of popularity when one
of its teams managed to lose to
a local favorite.

For the next four or five
years the Boumediene Govern-
ment can promise its consum-
ers little more in the way of
tangible satisfactions than a
chance soccer victory. But the
determined way in which it is
investing its money, and its
vigorous efforts to attract
money from abroad .lead for-
eign experts to rate its chances
of success as one of the high-
est among the underdeveloped
nations,

Officially, . revolutionary Al-
geria settles for nothing short
of rigorous socialism, rlgorous
Arab nationalism and rigorous
rejectlon of Western imperial-
ism. In practice she has man-
aged to fuse the political and
moral advantages of spurning
her cake with the material ad-
vantage of eating it.

Business Comes First

“We do not believe that emo-
tion or politics should be al-
lowed to interfere with busi-
ness,” was the way one official
explained it.

Two years ago Algeria seemed
to be slipping into a state of
dependence on the Soviet Union
comparable to that of Syria.
Today there is virtually unani-
mous agreement that Moscow’s
influence is receding slightly
after having peaked.

Soviet assistance—there are
approximately 4,000 Soviet tech-
nicians in the country—remains
important and useful, however.
Most .of the heavy equipment
of the armed forces has been
sent by the Russians, but the
French have recently made a
comeback, supplying jet train-
ers and instruction.

The new Soviet emphasis is
economic. In effect, the Rus-
sians and the French are com-
peting to subsidize Algeria’s
vital wine crop, with each buy-
ing about half the production,
much of which used to go to
France.

At the same time President
Boumediene speaks sharply of
a need'to rid the Mediterranean
of “all” foreign military pres-
ence, not merely — the theme
two or three years ago—that
of the Americans. Revolution,
an organ of the governing Na-
tional Liberation Front, makes
a thinly disguised atiack- on
Communist influence over stu-
dents who have gone to Mos-
cow or Paris to study.

As for France and the French,
many of the capital’s streets
have lost their French names—
in- some cases the old names
have simply been painted over
—and official policy calls for
replacing French culture with
Arabic. Syrians have been im-
ported to teach a language in
which many educated Algerians
are deficient (éven some minis-

below the United Sfatec in offi-
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into French when their Arabic
faltered during an official
speech).

Yet relations with France

have seldom been better. About
10,000 French advisers remain,
except for several hundred se-
called pieds-rouges, who were
expelled for Communist activ-
ity. French capital is coming in
to finance oil and petrochemical
development, cement factories
and other projects laid out in
the development plans. A mili-
tary mission from the French
War College toured the coun-
try in February.

Ties With U.S. Are Cool

Relations with the United
States, formally at least, remain
less cordial. Algerian leaders
fiercely object to American pol-
icy on Israel and Vietnam. Dip-
lomatic ties were broken after
the 1967 war, but the small
United States mission that re-
mains under the flag of the
Swiss Embassy finds that its
working relations with Algerian
officials remain excellent.

Over the last year the Amer-
ican community has grown
from 200 families to 300 as
Sonatrach, the state oil com-
pany, has hired more American
technicians and has concluded
contracts with American drill-
ing and exploration concerns.
The Algerians are arranging to
import American computer tech-
nology. Early this month the
United States Export-Import
Bank granted a credit so Al-
geria could buy two Boeing 727
jets.

An agreement on a $900-
million joint venture to liquefy
Algerian natural gas and take
it to the United States in spe-
cial tankers has been initialed
by Sonatrach and the El Paso
Gas Company. Approval by the
Federal Power Commission in
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|80 French journalists,

Russian T-54 tanks on parade in Algiers. Russian has supplied most of the heavy equipm

At a recent reception f
Pre:
dent Boumediene, who is tr
ing to overcome his distas
for crowds, found himse
backed into a corner fendir
off questions and plates
pastry. He gestured stiffly wit
his right hand; the left wx
braced rigidly against his ston
ach.

10 Seconds of Stilence

Someone asked whether ect
nomic relations with the Uni
ed States would lead to diplk
matic relations. After 10 se«
onds of silence he said: “T¢
pight, I think, we will talk onl
about economic matters.”

If Algerian leaders refuse t
draw ideological conclusior
from their search for foreig
capital, they have reasons. I
many respects Algeria is priy

ties left by-
siderable and ml
steady annual income of $25(
million.

But the departure of 90 pe
cent of the French populatio
after independence in 1962-6
stripped the country of its edv
cated élite. To cite a single e»
ample, a year after indepenc
ence there were only two agr
cultural engineers in a cour
try whose mainst JARI
culture. G gﬁ‘ &

The papula?m ﬁr A eru
now more thaf 13 amillion, i
one of the fastest-growing 1
the world at some 3.2 per cen
a year. With limited productiv
land available — most of Al
geria's 919,000 square miles i
desert—the leaders believe tha
the only way to keep up witl
growth and attain acceptabl
standards of education, health
housing and income is througl
industrialization.

The effort involved is enor
mous. Five-billion dollars of in
vestment is called for in thi
Four-Year Plan. A quarter is &
come from foreign credits anc
investment and. the rest fron
the country’s overstrained re
sources.

A Psychological Contradiction

To attract fereign money,
pragmatic policy giving promise
of stability is necessary, o
course. But to mobilize public
support—domestic consumptior
will hardly grow over the next
four years—a spirit of commit-
ment is required that perhaps
can come only from sustained
revolutionary enthusiasm. The
two are at least psychologically
contradictory and a certain
amount of double talk is neces-
sary.

An influential Algerian was
asked how public denunciations
of neocolonialism could be rec-
onciled with efforts to involve
“‘neocolonialist” countries such
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and the intelligent imperialists.”
was the answer. ‘“Now, I expect,
we shall distinguish between
the stupid neocolonialists and
the intelligent ones.”

France is obviously rated as
intelligent. The United States
is rated as pretty stupid but
presumably can become intel-
ligent with a little effort—and
perhaps a change of emphasis
in its Middle East policy.

Mobilizing the population will
not be easy. The liberation
struggle had wide support, but
in recent years—especially after
the charismatic Mr. Ben Bella
was replaced by the diffident
Colonel Boumediene—most Al-
gerians have become decidedly
apolitical. The Government has
tried to make the National Lib-
eration Front a vehicle for mov-
ing the masses, but with little

success,
Public, apathy ~toward the

TR

party is explained in several
ways. One is that many leading
resistance figures took little in-
terest in party work after inde-
pendence and party posts went
to second-raters. Few of the
young technocrats in important
jobs show much concern. One

factory manager wrote to the
official newspaper not long ago
to complain.

“I don’t make speeches but
I run a factory employing 1,200
men,” he said. “I leave my
house at 7 in the morning and
get home at 9 at night. Am I
supposed to spend my nights
talking politics with the gar-
bageman?”

Another factor is that Algeria
is still a conservative Moslem
society—two-thirds of the wo-
men on the streets wear a
short, starched veil and robes—
and the kind of mobilization
effort used by the party makes
relatively little headway.

If the slow progress of -the
party is one problem—and per-
haps more so in the future
when austerity, in the form of
new taxes and higher prices be-
gins to bite—another is the
shortage of trained personnel
for the ambitious industrializa-
tion program. !

Foreign observers are

The Uncertain Tourists

pressed by the Government’s
insistence on including a built-
in training program in each for-
eign investment proposal. That
makes the contracts more ex-
pensive in the short-run, but
in the long-run it should pay
off. ‘
A third problem is simply
disorganization, intensified by
the fact that the Government
has set up state corporations
that are supposed to exercise
a monopoly over the main
forms of production but lack
the experienced personnel to
do it properly.

Tourism is emphasized, but

im-

tourists staying at the big ho-
tels in Algiers make a prac-

tice of packing their bags each
morning in case they are
thrown out by the sudden
requisitioning of rooms for vis-
iting delegates. The powerful
state oil company holds the

key to development, yet one
foreign geological survey ship,
contracted at $1,000 a day, was
kept waiting a month for clear-
ance. :

Despite all this, foreign ob-
servers are impressed by the
vigor with which the young
ministers around Mr. Boume-
diene are facing up to their
problems. A remarkable thing
for a country that grants little
political freedom and is em-
barked on a stage of forced
growth is the frankness with
which criticism is publicly
aired.

A newspaper reporter berat-
ed the Mayor of Oran recently
for a municipal clean-up that

market. In the first place, .,tk
reporter wrote, the market w;
a tourist attraction. In the se
ond place, did the Mayor ha\
any plans for employing tho:
thrown out of work? =~

Another writer denounct
the state television news pr
grams: “It is pitiful to see.t
reporter read froin a paper_fi
a whole hour, sometimes ‘Co
recting as he goes, with-3J
filmed material to illustrate'h
text. And when there are pi
tures, they deal with the arfyi
al and departure ‘festivals’
Dar el Beida." 5

The remarkable thing abo
this was that it was printed
the official Army Gazeti
which thus joined with 't
average cab driver in grin
bling about the incessant m
torcades carrying dignitari
back and forth from  Dar!
Beida Airport and tying up:¢

did away with the local flea giers traffic every time.




L e S e

e

Nat1ona11sm and Acute Business Sense Are the Hallmarks of Alg

yverthrews Mr. Ben Bella be-
sause he felt the President was
gcrificing Algeria’s interests
e the sake of inflated interna-
vorial involvements,” has gently
leflected his country’s course
tom pro - Soviet neutralism to
something more balanced.
Colonel Boumediene’s Middle
2ast policy, explicitly militant,

enters on his belief that only|

vhen the Palestine Arabs fight
fiiectively for their cause will
hz Israelis be forced into an
iccommodation. In practice this
eads to substantial Algerian
support and training for the
yuerrillas, but it also leads
wway from direct involvement
n Israel’s confrontation with
ler neighbors.

President Boumediene, while
sublicly supporting the new
Libyan regime, has privately
:astigated its leaders for tying
hemselves to President Gamal
Abdel Nasser of the United
Arab Republic.

Perhaps his most construc-
ive achievement in foreign pol-
cy is the shelving of the old
sorder quarrel with Morocco
and the revival of the dormant
dea of the Maghreb—the union
f Algeria, Tunisia and Merocco,
o be joined some day, perhaps,
by Libya, to the east, and Mau-
ritania, to the southwest.

Wilting Has Stopped

Algiers, whose houses rise
stéeply from the blue harbor
like a bank of white roses, has
stopped wilting. Until a year or
two ago—Ilike another revolu-
lionary capital, Havana, which
it resembles in many ways—
it was wearing out.

The French had fled and hun-
dreds of thousands of country
people moved into their apart-
ments and camped there. The
Ben Bella Government was
busy constructing the Third
World and nobody had much
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Russian T-54 tanks on parade in Algiers.

cial disfavor, enjoyed a genuine
burst of popularity when one
of its teams managed to lose to
a local favorite.

For the next four or five
years the Boumediene Govern-
ment can promise its consum-
ers little more in the way of
tangible satisfactions than a
chance soccer victory. But the
determined way in which it is
investing its money, and its
vigorous efforts to attract
money f{rom abroad ,lead for-
eign experts to rate its chances
of success as one of the high-
est among the underdeveloped
nations.

Officially, . revolutionary Al-
geria settles for nothing short
of rigorous socialism, rigorous
Arab nationalism and rigorous
rejection of Western imperial-
ism. In practice she has man-
aged to fuse the political and
moral advantages of spurning
her .cake with the material ad-
vantage of eating it.

Business Comes First
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Russian has supplied most of the heavy equipment for Algeria’s armed forces.

At a recent reception for
80 French journalists, Presi-

_|dent Boumediene, who is try-

ing to overcome his distaste
for crowds, found himself
backed into a corner fending
off questions and plates of
pastry. He gestured stiffly with
his right hand; the left was

braced rigidly against his stom-
ach.

10 Seconds of Sﬂence

Someone asked whether eco-
nomic relations with the Unil-
ed States would lead to diplo-
matic relations. After 10 sec:
onds of silence he said: “To-
night, I think, we will talk only
about economic matters.”

If Algerian leaders refuse to
draw ideological conclusions
from their search for foreign
capital, they have reasons. In
many respects Alnena is priv-
ileged among d
oped coun
power plan

and the intelligent imperialists.”
was the answer. “Now, I expect,
we shall distinguish between
the stupid neocolonialists and
the intelligent ones."

France is obviously rated as
intelligent. The United States
is rated as pretty stupid but
presumably can become intel-
ligent with a little effort—and
perhaps a change of emphasis
in its Middle East policy.

Mobilizing the population will
not be easy. The liberation
struggle had wide support, but
in recent years—especially after
the charismatic Mr. Ben Bella
was replaced by the diffident
Colonel Boumediene—most Al-
gerians have become decidedly
apolitical. The Government has
tried to make the National Lib-
eration Front a vehicle for mov-
ing the masses, but with little
success.
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party is explained in several
ways. One is that many leading
resistance figures took little in-
terest in party work after inde-
pendence and party posts went
to ‘second-raters. Few of the
young technocrats in important
jobs show much concern. One

factory manager wrote to the
official newspaper not long ago
to complain.

“I don’t make speeches but
I run a factory employing 1,200
men,” he said. “I leave my
house at 7 in the morning and
get home at 9 at night. Am I
supposed to spend my nights
talking politics with the gar-
bageman?”’

Another factor is that Algeria
is still a conservative Moslem:
society—twao-thirds of the wo-
men on the streets wear a
short, starched veil and robes—
and the kind of mobilization
effort used by the party makes
relatively little headway.

If the slow progress of the
party is one problem—and per-
haps more so in the future
’when austerity, in the form of
new taxes and higher prices be-
gins to bite—another is the
shortage of trained personnel
ifor the ambitious industrializa-
tion program.

Foreign observers are

The Uncertain Tourists

pressed by the Government's
insistence on including a built-
in training program in each for-
eign investment proposal. That
makes the contracts more ex-
pensive in the short-run, but
infthe long-run it should pay
off.

A third problem is simply
disorganization, intensified by

im-

has set up state corporations
that are supposed to exercise
a monopoly over the main
forms of production but lack
the experienced personnel to
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