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Jemes T, Pattarson
Alvin Roseman

Pozsible uses for UNRRA contribution from
iraq and Iran

A raoceunt ceble from Weshington includes ths ques~
tion of what precticel benefit we could mske dur-
iog Belken operstions or in the cemps of the
operating contribution to be made to UNRRA by
Iray and Iran,

Slace Captalin Johanston hes been im Irem, would it
be possible for him to check lnte this sltustlon
conlidentlially to see waat possible surpluses
eould be drewn out of those two couniries which
would be useful ia our program? We shwould slso
try to get luformation es to the netional Income
of these two countriss and Johnaton might talk
with Hoddinott ebout this problem, XNr. Kelsey
should 2180 bhe coasulted about this matier.
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American Failures in Meeting Local Situation
l BUFFED I

I, American investigators to date have been typical children of the pachine
sge., Their first reaction to a visit in this area is machinery and more
of it. Machinery in here is fine Af the machine has a man to run and
maintain it, but not otherwise. fight now sitting in the Armenian refuges
viliage of Hoveri, there 1s a Case harvester, some gang plows, discs,
harrows, a4 reaper and a binder, that have sat there for years because
some of our Amserican enthusiasts in a mis-guided spirit of philanthropy
sent them to the refugee Arpenians to help with the crops. The refugees,
being folk who had never run a piece of equipment like it, naturally did
pot use it, and all the perfectly good farping material lies rusting.

Tt is also to be rioted that the Arsb government that has similar machinery
in use in Baghdad, did absolutely nothing slong the lines of education,
but will ship its machines from Baghdad with drivers and mechanies so

that Sfuq of the Shawmar can plow his land.

11, Our iavestigators soem also to miss the point that there is grain in abun-
dance in the area, if only the government will stop peseing around with
Pan-Arab aspirations and pay & little atilention Lo ite Own houseke:pinge
The so-called rationing of this year's crop has been o8 mucked up Lhat
very little is going whers it is required and the farmer, dus to tLhe sus—
picion Lhat somscne else is meking a 1000 percent profit, is not planting
at the usual rate, The trucks given the government for grain distribution
have been used in the lamentable and unnecessary kulla Mustaphs affair and
a fair proportion are engaged in private hauling. ¥.E.5.0, would do a good
job if they sat om and took control of the food distribution and rationing.
In this case, however, their popularity would set a new low recopd that
i1l stand for years L COme.

1I1.We often do not realize that these folk are not sbsolutely hopeless because
they will not leap at every suggestion made and acclaim it as the idea of
the century. They are hard conservative peasants, and compare well in
progressivensss with many of our own people. It was not so long ago that
there used to be pretty hot debates in our own coustry on the merits of
the horse-drawn plow as opposed Lo the tractor. Yot many a Buresu of Animal
Industry gan has been run off an American faran with a shot gun due to his
activity in eradication of hog cholera, and hoof and mouth diseaze, The
0.%.I. in thie regard could do & lot of good by employing a circulating
"eounty agent" type to instruct and sssist farwers. local Americans have
anofficially constituted themselves such, with good results in this ysur's
corn erop and applés, in at least one village, but the job requires men
with more specialized knowledge than Lhey possess.

IV.The.chior thing that needs doing at present is the proper and rapid distri-
bution of the grain on hand, using the equipment alloted that job. This
is fully within the scope of MESC power and should be insisted upon.
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