
~·· 

UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

FOREWORD TO THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS REPORT 

2014 

At the turn ofthe century, world leaders came together at the United Nations 
and agreed on a bold vision for the future through the Millennium Declaration. 
The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were a pledge to uphold the principles 
of human dignity, equality and equity, and free the world from extreme poverty. 
The MDGs, with eight goals and a set of measurable time-bound targets, established 
a blueprint for tackling the most pressing development challenges of our time. 

This report examines the latest progress towards achieving the MDGs. 
It reaffirms that the MDGs have made a profound difference in people's lives. Global 
poverty has been halved five years ahead of the 2015 time frame. Ninety per cent of 
children in developing regions now enjoy primary education, and disparities between 
boys and girls in enrolment have narrowed. Remarkable gains have also been made 
in the fight against malaria and tuberculosis, along with improvements in all health 
indicators. The likelihood of a child dying before age five has been nearly cut in half 
over the last two decades. That means that about 17,000 children are saved every day. 
We also met the target of halving the propmiion of people who lack access to improved 
sources of water. 

The concerted effmis of national governments, the international community, 
civil society and the private sector have helped expand hope and opportunity for people 
around the world. But more needs to be done to accelerate progress. We need bolder 
and focused action where significant gaps and disparities exist. 

Member States are now fully engaged in discussions to define Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), which will serve as the core of a universal post-2015 
development agenda. Our efforts to achieve the MDGs are a critical building block 
towards establishing a stable foundation for our development efforts beyond 2015. 
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Note to the Chef de Cabinet 
(through the Deputy Secretary-General) 

Foreword by the Secretary-General to the MDG Report 2014 

1. Please find attached for your clearance and approval, the EOSG reviewed 
Foreword by the Secretary-General to Millennium Development Goals Report 2014, 
prepared by DESA. 

2. The draft has benefitted from inputs from the Post-2015 Development Planning 
and Communications and Speechwriting Units. 

cc: Mr. Carey 

14-04437 

Lenni Montiel 
29 May 2014 
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Foreword 

At the turn of the century, world leaders_-came together at the United Nations and agreed on a 
bold vision for the future through .ffi-the Millennium Declaration. The Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) were a pledge to uphold the principles of human dignity, 
equality and equity, and free the world from extreme poverty. The MDGs, with eight 
distinctive goals and a set of easily understandable, measurable time-bound targets, 
established ~a blueprint for tackling prioritizing development efforts to tackle the most 
pressing development challenges of our time. 

This report examines the Fourteen years later, examining the latest progress towards 
achieving the MDGs 'tVith the most recent data available, the present report~-reaffirms that 
the MDGs have had tremendous impacts, making made a profound difference in people's 
lives. We have halved gQlobal poverty has been halved five years ahead ofthe 2015 
deadlinetimeframe. Ninety per cent of children in developing regions now enjoy primary 
education, and disparities between boys and girls in enrolment have narrowed. _Remarkable 
gains have also been made in the fight against malaria and tuberculosis, along with 
measureable improvements in all health indicators. The likelihood of a child dying before age 
five has been nearly cut in half over the last two decades. That means that about 17,000 
children are saved every day. We also met the target ofhalving the proportion of people who 
lack access to improved sources of drinking water. 

The progress we have made towards achieving the 1\IDGs shov,rs that our efforts are paying 
e:ff.-The concerted efforts of involving all stakeholders national governments, the 
international community, civil society and the private sector- have helped expand hope and 
opportunity for people around the world. brought many tangible outcomes. But more needs 
to be done to '.Vith the deadline for accelerate progress. hieveing the rest of the MDGs 
MDGs fast approaching, and it is time for us to make a final push sparing no effort to deliver 
on the commitments made by 'NOrld leaders at the turn of the century. We need !>Bolder 
actions and focused_ interventionsactions in areas where ~significant gaps and disparities 
exist are urgently needed. 

Member States are now fully engaged in discussions to define Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), which will serve as the core of a universal post-2015 development agenda. 
Our efforts to achieve the MDGs are a critical building block towards establishing a stable 
foundation for our development effmts beyond 2015. 
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Note to the Chef de Cabinet 
(through the Deputy Secretary-General) 

Foreword by the Secretary-General to the MDG Report 2014 

1. Please find attached for the signature of the Secretary-General, the EOSG 
approved Foreword by the Secretary-General to Millennium Development Goals Report 
2014, prepared by DESA. 

2. The Foreward by the SG was approved by you on 4 June 2014. 

cc: Mr. Carey 

if~L 
Lenni Montiel 
10 June 2014 
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Fore\vord 

At the turn of the century,_ world leadersc-came together at the United Nations and agreed on a 
bold vision fm' the futuJ:e through ill-the Millennium Declaration. The Millenniinn 
Development Goals (MDGs) we1'~ a pledge to uphold. the principles of human digriity; 
equality and eqt1ity, and.fi'ee the world .fi·ont extre1ile povetty. The MDGs, 'with eight 
Elts~i-Hetfve-goals and a ~et of ~ffi-00-ahle,measurable time-bmmd targets, 
establishecls~l4:1-Jt-a blueprint for tackling fllieritizing developmen-t-e+fefts-ffi-t-aooe-the most 
pressing development challenge? of our time. 

This report examines the Fourteen years later, examining the latest progress towards 
achieving the, MDGs with the most recent data available, the present report~-i~eaffirmsthat 
the·MDGs have had tremendous impacts, making made a profound difference in people's 
lives. We-have-ltalveEI-gQlobal povei'ty has been halved :fiVe. ye(lrs ahead ofthe 2015 
deadlinetimefi·ame. Ninety per cent of children in developing regions now enjoy primary 
education, and. disparities: between boys. and. girls in enrolihetit have nan'owed. _Rernarkable 
gains have als() been made. in tlte fight'agail)'st mahria and tuberculosis, along with 
HtOOSHf€-a-SJ.e-improven1_entsin all health in.dicators. The likellhood of a child dying, before age 
·fjve has been nearly cllt in halfove1· the last Mo decades. That means that about 17,000· 
children are saved every day. We also met the target of,halving the proportion of people who 
lack access to 1mproved sources ofdrinkingwater. . . 

The progress ·.vc have 1nade to'Nards achieving the MDGs shows that our efforts are paying 
off.-The concerted efforts of involving all stakeholders national governinents, the 
internatiottal community, civil society and the privat:t) sector- have helped expand hope and 
opportunity for people around the world. brought many ta»gi:ble outcollleS-;-But more needs 
to be done to Wftl~ea41+He-fef accelerate progress. hieYtdng the-rest-ef..tfle MDGs 
MQGs-fust approaching, and it is tims for us to make a final push sparing no effort to deliver 
&IHA~mmitments made by world leadt1rs at the turn oftht1 ctJntury. We need bRoider 
U€-t~and focused_ intervcntionsactions in areas where ffifge-significant gaps and disparities 
exist are urgent!)· needed. 

Member States axeJlOW fully erigageci iil discussions to define ~ustainab]e Development 
Goals (SDGs ), which will serve as the. core ofa universal post-20 15 development agenda. 
Qui' efforts to achieve the MDGs ~i'e a. critical 'building blo_ck towards establishing a· stable 
foundation for our development-efforts beyond 2015. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFrCE Note to the Chef de Cabinet 
OF Hili SECltiiTARY·G.ENERAL 

Foreword by the Secretary-General to the MDG Repmt2014 

I am pleased to submit to you the attached draft foreword by the Secretary-General to 
Millennium Development Goals Report 2014. 

The Secretary-General provides such a foreword to each annual publication, 
highlighting the key :findings and cm1·ent context for consideration.· This year, the foreword 
stresses the major accomplishments of the MDGs, which were possible only through 
concerted effmis by multi-stakeholders. It also has a reference to the on-going discussion on 
the post-2015 development agenda and underscores the importance of utilizing the lessons 
learned from the MDG implementation to build a platform ibr the new development agenda. 

As discussed with DPI and as per previous practice, we would propose that the 
Secretary-Generallaunch the MDG Report globally as part of his opening statement to the 
high-level segment of the Economic and Social Council in New York on 7 July2014. DESA 
is working closely with DPI on the communications front. The repmt will be disseminated 
widely to governments, the public and media outlets and typically attracts substantial media 
coverage. 

I would be grateful for your assistance in ensuring the timely review, clearance and 
signature of the foreword. 

cc: Deputy Secretary-General 
Mr. Peter Launsky-Tieffenthal 
Mr. Stephane Dujru1·ic 
Mr. Richard Amdur 

DESA-140066& 

WUHongbo 
23 May2014 
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Foreword 

At the turn of the century, world leaders agreed on a bold vision for the future in the 
Millennium Declaration. The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were a pledge to 
uphold the principles of human dignity, equality and equity, and free the world from extreme 
poverty. The MDGs, with eight distinctive goals and a set of easily understandable, time
bound targets, set up a blueprint for prioritizing development efforts to tackle the most 
pressing challenges of our time. 

Fourteen years later, examining the progress towards the MDGs with the most recent data 
available, the present report reaffirms that the MDGs have had tremendous impacts, making a 
profound difference in people's lives. We have halved global poverty five years ahead ofthe 
2015 deadline. Ninety per cent of children in developing regions now enjoy primary 
education, and disparities between boys and girls in enrolment have narrowed. Remarkable 
gains have also been made in the fight against malaria and tuberculosis, along with 
measureable improvements in all health indicators. The likelihood of a child dying before age 
five has been nearly cut in half over the last two decades. That means that about 17,000 
children are saved every day. We also met the target ofhalving the proportion of people who 
lack access to improved sources of drinking water. 

The progress we have made towards achieving the MDGs shows that our efforts are paying 
off. The concerted efforts involving all stakeholders -national governments, the international 
community, civil society and the private sector- have brought many tangible outcomes. With 
the deadline for achieving the MDGs fast approaching, it is time for us to make a final push 
sparing no effort to deliver on the commitments made by world leaders at the turn of the 
century. Bolder actions and focused interventions in areas where large gaps exist are 
urgently needed. 

Member States are now fully engaged in discussions to define Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), which will serve as the core of a universal post-2015 development agenda. 
Our efforts to achieve the MDGs are a critical building block towards establishing a stable 
foundation for our development efforts beyond 2015. 


