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08 February 2013 

Knowing how much importance you attach to the preservation of the 
environment, I have the honour to enclose a coffee table book on "Chilika, The 
Celestial Lake". Situated in the Indian state of Odisha, this large beautiful brackish 

water lagoon is both a symbol of beauty and a hotspot of biodiversity. It has been 
designated as a wetland of international importance under the Ramsar Convention 
1971. It is the largest wintering ground of migratory birds in Asiatic subcontinent and 
has fascinating avifauna. 

One of the authors of this beautiful coffee book, Ambassador Beuria was a 
distinguished colleague in the Indian Foreign Service who after retirement has devoted 
himself to environmental issues. In this publication, he has captured the beauty of the 
lake through photographs on the flora, fauna, natural beauty and avian fantasy in 
particular. 

The author has written to me to request that I send this publication to you with 
his compliments. 

Please, accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
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His Excellency 
Mr. Ban Ki-moon 

Secretary General 
United Nations 

New York 
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