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Reply to: 
1026 17th Street, N.W. 

hington, D. C. 
August 19, 1946 

Fiorello H aGuardia 
Director General -
United tions Relief and Rehabilitation Administration 
1344 Connecticut Avenue , N.W. 
ashington, D. C. 

Dear Comrade LaGuardia: 

As you know the Veterans of oreign rs has.been actively 
engaged in a campaign to expedite the natioaal emergency housing pro-­
gram in the interest of returning veterans. 

It has cot1e to our attention that the organization which 
you head , the United tions elief and Rehabilitation Administr tion 
l:: been actively engaged. in ecquiring cement block machines and other 
i ms needed in our own housing program. 

specifically refer to cement block machines , produced by / \ 
the Besser ufacturing com ey , Adrian, ,ichigan, which ' are reportedly 
enroute to Ru sia. 

owing your long b·ck round and inter ,st in erican hou ing 
and after reading your vie rs relative to the many problems involved in 
veterans hou_ing , the Veterans of Foreign Wars believes any policies 
of UNERA detrimental to the national housing emergency may have been 
formul ted fithout your consent or knowledge . 

re in receipt of a press release from the Civilian 
droinistration , aying that 11 whenever it (GPA) finds that 

chinery and e t would seriously affect vet rans ' 
is im:., di tely requested to postpone procurement of those 
domestic needs are met . 11 



- -F. H. LaGuardi - UNRRA. August 19, 1946 

Continuing the pr s release, CPA said, 11 This i in line 
with an agreement between CPA and the Department of Commerce to place 
pr~ctically all types of building m teriala, m chinery and equipment 
under strict export control. • • CPA emphasized that, in vie 1 of 
tle recognized urgency of r -housing victims of the ar, it has no 
intention of requesting elioination rom u~~== program item which 
do not genuinely :ntarfere with the U. S. housing program, but that 
wherever interfere •• ce ··ri th domestic housing i clearly demonstrated, 
CPA believes that uniUl.n. procurement m st either be delayed or cancelled. 11 

The Veterans of Foreign W rs rould appreciate your policies 
and vi ws on the above mentioned matter. ~ would like to have th 
O~)Ortunity to clear with you all or any shipment~ of vitally needed 
hou ing materials and equipment to any foreign n tion under the UNRRA. 
program. 

JMS: jh 


	S-1301-0000-0243_0001
	S-1301-0000-0243_0002
	S-1301-0000-0243_0003
	S-1301-0000-0243_0004
	S-1301-0000-0243_0005

