


rberger/ih
2711 .45




27th November, 1946.
UNRIA
Lurcopean Regicnsl Cffice

- M2t
4 =/ WAV ®

From: - UREEA Mission to Poland
‘elfare and Repatriestion Division.

Subjeect:= Contact between Displaced Peles and Polend

‘e have had some discussions with the T'olish Red Cross
of methode which might be sdopted to make more effective contect
between displeced persons and their relatives and {riends in roland.

Ag you know we are slready issuing publicity to stimulste
the writing of letters from Peland to displaced persons abroad and
ve ere ebout to launch the "poestcard scheme" at Iziedzice, by whieh
returning Poles will announce their safe arrivel, the fact that
they have been issued with a food parcel, and that they are on
their way to their final destination. To supplemant this we
have suggested to the Tclieh Fed Cross that displaced persons in
the several operations might be invited to register their names
with the National Tracing Buresu in "arsaw in corder thet any
relatives engquiring feor them might know immediately where they
are and could proceed to get in touch with them. A suggestion
is that a very simple proeedure should be adopted whereby directors
of URNRA Centres are provided with & supply of Polish Hed Cross
cards which the diesplaced person could complete and return through
the UNERA machinery tc Versaw. e would undertaske to hand
these carde over to the National Tracing Bureaun for inclusion
in their system.

You will remember that at the Geneva Conference the
Polish Government, amcng others, asked to be furnished with a
list of their nationals at present in assembly centres - this was
refused but there would seem to be no objection whatscever to
displaced persons of their own volition recording their where-
abouts with the Polish Red Cross. "e should be glad to have
confirmation from ycu that this scheme is approved. To save
time we sre writing Jireet to Cermany, Austria, Ttaly and the
Middle East asking them to communicate their views both to ycu
and to us. A specimen card, with translation, is attached.

/'In........-.




PM/W/4
28th November, 1946.

UNRRA Central Headquarters,
Arolsen, Germany, AP0.757.

From: - URRRA Mission to Poland
felfere and Repetriation Division.

Subject:- Contact between Displaced Persons and Poland

As 8 further step in establishing contact between
Polish displaced persons and friende and relatives in Tolsnd
we have had some discussions with the Polish Red Cross suggesting
that displaced persons might be given facilities to register
their whereabouts with the National Tracing Bureau here.

You may remember st the Geneve Conference Counci)
Meeting the Folish Covernment, among others, pressed to be
supplied with a complete list of their naticnals in displsced .
persong cam'e. The Council decided not to accede to this
request. There would seem, however, to be no objection at all

to displaced persons freely, and cf thelr own volition, recording
their whereaboute in the National Tracing Bureau.here. The
suggestion is that & simple procedure should be adopted whereby
the directors of UNREA Centres are provided with a supply of
Polish Red Cross cards and that displaced Poles are invited to
aprly to the Director for these cards, to complete them and
forward, through TNRRA communication system, to the National
Trecing Bureau & Varsaw. This would entail a certain amount

of publicity in the Centres but otherwise should not involve

any inordinate amount of work.

We have asked E.R.0. to approve this scheme which will
have partiocular importance for the Middle East coperation we think,
but presumably will also be of value to other D.P. operations.
We should like to have your views on the proposal and to know
if you consider the idea valuable, the number of tracing cards
with which you would wish to be supplied. Perhaps you would
be good enough, at the same time, to send a copy of your note
to us to E.R.0. for their information. A copy of the tracing
card and a trenslation are enclosed herewith. In addition
to this scheme & proposal is under discussion to iniate a simple
message form procedure by which a displaced FPole could address
& short message to a relative or friemd in Poland. These forms

/&gain...l.....
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16 Decenber 1946,

UNERA Mission to Poland
(Welfare and Repatriation Division)
Warsaw, Poland.

SUBJECT : Contact between Displaced Persone and Poland.

1y Your memo of the 28 November regarding the above has
been received.

2. The suggestion that Polieh Red Cross tracing cards

be distributed to campe in Germeny so that the Poles who

wish to be registered with the Polish National Tracing Bureau
may do so is acceptable to us.

3, If E.R.0. sgrees and after you send the cards to us

we will arrsnge with the zones for their distribution and
return to the National Tracing Bureau to Warssw. UNERA will
elso arrange for an announcement to be made in camps regarding
the availability of the cards.

4, We cuestion the nracticabillty and possibility of adopting
a message procedure between Poles in Germany and in Poland. UNRRA
conmunicatione might be overtaxed by the volume unless limits

ag to the member sent by one DP were impoesed. Also it would be
necessary, of course, to obtain the approval of the censoring
suthorities.

5. As soon as information has been received by you from
E.R.0., and further details have been worked out we will be glad
to hear from you again.

Director,
Denartment of Field Operations.

CHM/ER/ Jb.

cc: Copy to E.R.O.







REPLIED . 1 MISSION

TTYPE OF |

REPLY INITIALS AS-2




CHIEF

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
ACCOUNTS

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

Communications Offiecer
Office Services
Registry
Transport & Travel
PERSORNEL
ORGANIZATION & MANAGEMENT
DYSTRIBUTION
HEALTH
INFORMATION
OPERATIONAL ANALYSIS
JPPLY
Food & Agriocul tuve
Industrial Rehablldtation
Supply Accounting
Mediead) Supply
FRAHSPORTATION
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ppe. L. Wt 36408 12/44 (Labiest

Warsaw, Ppoland.

M/
gth January, 1947.

T0: Chief Repatriation Division,
%R, 0.

FROM: UNRRA Mission te Poland,
Welfare & “epatristion Division.

SUBTECT: Contact between Displaced Persons and Peland,

On the 27th November last we communicated with you on the subject
of strengthening the contact between Polish Displaced Persons in UNRRA
Centres and their friends and relatives in Poland. Suggestion was
made that theses displaced persons might wish to register their whereabouts
with the National Tracing Bureau, Warsaw. A suggestion was put at the
same time to Central Headquarters Ge many, who replied on the 16th
Deceuber to the effect that they wish te put such a scheme into eperation.
A copy of this letter was apparently forwarded to E.R.O.

In order that we may move ahead particularly having in mind a drive
for repatriation in the Spring, we shall be glad to lmeow whether you
have had an opportunity of considering the scheme and whether it meets

with your approval. - -\
|

J

Roland Berger. _

WELFARE AND REPATRIATION DIVISION,

RB/YG







19th February 1947

N WY L 1

Chief of UNRRA Mission to Poland, RS ——
Hoza 35,
Warsaw

SUBJECT: Contact between Displaced Fersons and Poland

Further to your letter of November 28th in which you advice us
of your discussions with the Polish Red Cross on the above subject, we have
coamunicated with our Zones and advised them that the Polish Red Cross are
prepared to furnish message cards and to undertake to deliver them to the
address and to trace a friend or relative where the address is not known.

The Zones in reply have requested that we secure 1,200 message
forms for their use. We will be grateful therefore, to receive these at your
earliest convenience.

00101181, U- S.-“l. s Reti
Deputy Chief of UNRRA Mission to Austria,




UNITED NATIONS
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION
ITALIAN MISSION

DISPLACED FERSONS OFPERATIONS
(ITALY)
Ref. NoRR/5/RP
DPOPER 10,22
19th February 1947

TO: UNRRA MISSION TO POIAND = WARSAW =
ATTN, MR. ROLAND BERGER,

FROM: CHIEF, DISPLACED PERSONS OPERATIONS (ITALY)

SUBJECT: € CT BETWEEN D CED SON PO

1s In reply to your letter dated 28th November 1946, with
reference to the above subject, we have carefully comsidered the matter
and our feelings are briefly as follows:=

24 We congider that your proposal to give tracing facilities
to Polish Displaced Pereens in Italy through the medium of the Natiomal
Tracing Bureau = Warsaw = is an excellemt one,

3. However, in this connection we would like to point out that
for the past two years, message and tracing forms issued by the British
Red Cross are used daily in our Camps. These forms are despatched wilh
messages from the DPs to their relatives and friends, and are also used
ag enquiries for missing persons to the various National Bureaux,

he In view of the above, it would not appear advantageous to
change such forms even for a specific National Group, Our experience .
has shown that these forms have served their purpose and are still doing
80 in a satisfactory and practical way.

S5e The refugees are fully aware of the existence of these forms,
and the proper use thereof, posters displaying the type of forms and
their modus operandi are promimently exhibited within all Campe and
Institutiéns rendering UNRRA care,

A.ABorieri,

DEFUTY CHIEF OF MISSION & CHIEF,
DISPIACED FERSONS OPERATIONS (ITALY)

‘F.,L..
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Fragment of tue letter to Mr. Sorieri, Deputy Chief
of Mission. UNRRA Missicn to Italy.

"In addition,we ere sending a stencil from which
you can mimeograph the necessary ocuantity of message
forms as approved by ERO. These are to be made available
for DPs who wish to write to relatives in Poland.

If these cen be collected at your headouarters and
returned to us we will see that they reach the x addre-
sees, who will have the oportunity of replying vig

UNRRA channels. We suggest that a certain amount of
publicity be undertaken in connection with the voluntary
use of these forms."

Warsaw, 26th of March 1947
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