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STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AT THE ATATURK CENTENNIAL AWARD

WEDNESDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER 1981

Mr. Foreign Minister, Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is a great pleasure for me, on behalf of the world Organization,

to receive the Ataturk Award to the United Nations. I deeply appreciate

this tribute to the United Nations and the gracious manner in which

it has been expressed.

Turkey, a founding member of the United Nations, has given sincere

and steadfast support to it over the years.
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And no occasion could be more fitting for a presentation of this

kind than the centennial of one of the great men of this century.

Excellency,

You have just quoted some of Kemal Atatiirk's memorable words.

Hearing them today, one finds it most striking that they are still

timely. These are the words of a statesman who was born 100 years

ago yet seem to belong to our age. Atatiirk's perceptions had an

impressive clarity. He saw the" new age that was coming and he
•k

comprehended its demands. - -
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Two of the outstanding features of our age are the assembling of the

world's nations in one Organization and the process of decolonization.

Ataturk anticipated them both. He also realized that it was essential

for his country's future to modernize its social and economic structures

and the crucial role played by development.

All of this showed remarkable foresight. What, however, lends

it further distinction is that it did not emanate from a visionary

who was distant from the scene of strife and struggle but from a man

of action who was wholly immersed in the trauma and tragedy of his

people at a turning point in their history. A lesser man in Ataturk 's

place would have succumbed to despair and bemoaned the loss of an

empire. ~

4 -

Ataturk did none of these things. On the contrary, he came to

terms with realities. After having successfully fought to reclaim

his nation's independence, he "applied himself to the task of

building the peacer

I This required courage of the highest kind.

Far ahead of most of his contemporaries, he realized the new world

order would not be based on empires but on independent sovereign

states, and that it could only be sustained if these sovereign states

learned to live in peace with one another as good neighbours.

Moreover, he put his trust in international organization and

peaceful settlement of disputes. ' .
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At a time when the League of Nations was much deprecated, he turned

to it for an orderly resolution of contentious issues.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

What I am saying about the father of modern Turkey does not cover

all the aspects of his eminence. But it does indicate the relevance

of all that he stood for and strove to achieve in his lifetime for what

we in the United Nations are trying to do in the turbulent world of today.

Like every other human system, the United Nations needs not only

the support of its members but also an acknowledgement of its

services.

- 6 -

. There is so much talk about the shortcomings of this complex

Organization, so little about its practical achievements in diverse

fields. Over and above all its deficiencies, beyond even all its

accomplishments, there is the positive effect of the very presence

••:•: of the United Nations on international life. At a time of disquiet
-.;&'• . •

and rising anxiety, therefore, I find it most refreshing to receive

;'
J , this tribute to the United Nations. I reciprocate by paying my

r '^ tribute to the vision of peace which moved Kemal Atatiirk.

***
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR THE GENERAL CONFERENCE

OF THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY, 21 September 1981

It gives me great pleasure to convey my greetings to the

twenty-fifth General Conference of the International Atomic

Energy Agency.

Developments during the past year have once again focussed

attention on the central role assigned to the IAEA by the world

community in the continuing effort to widen the benefits of the

peaceful application of nuclear energy without increasing the

risk of the spread of nuclear weapons. The safeguards system

administered by the IAEA is a vital element of the Non-

Proliferation Treaty. Recent events have no doubt underscored

the need to defend the integrity and effectiveness of this

system. However, though the safeguards system is at the heart

of the non-proliferation regime, that regime

contains other components as well, including institutional

arrangements. One of the most urgent tasks facing the entire

international community is to extend and strengthen the entire

regime so as to erect a reliable barrier against proliferation

and thus to establish a truly world-wide system which would be

generally accepted and uniformly and fairly administered.

Only then can the world live in the assurance that the

dangerous possibility of a spread of nuclear weapons has been

effectively eliminated.
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It is natural that the world's growing energy requirements

should result in an increasing demand for nuclear energy and

for the developing countries to have appropriate access to it.

At the same time, the need for efforts to enhance public

acceptability, including safety assurances, remains imperative.

Some recent trends in this context deserve to be thoroughly

analyzed. There has been an increase in installed nuclear

capacity in only a small number of industrial countries. At

present, most developing countries choose not to have recourse

to nuclear energy for meeting their fuel requirements. This

may be due to a variety of causes, including the very high

capital cost involved. As you are aware, the General Assembly

has decided to convene in 1983 the United Nations Conference

"for the Promotion of International Co-operation in the Peaceful

Uses of Nuclear Energy. The discussion at that forum of the

role of nuclear energy, especially in developing countries, can

have an important bearing on the work of the IAEA in fulfilling

a vital function in that field.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my deep

appreciation of the close co-operation which I have enjoyed

with the distinguished Director-General of the IAEA, Dr. Sigvard

Eklund, for the last ten years. Dr. Eklund has fulfilled his

complex responsibilities in an exemplary manner. His twenty

years in office have shown him to belong to that rare class of
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managers who are capable of bridging the distance between the

exact sciences and the art of administration. Under

Dr. Eklund's inspired leadership, the Agency has grown into

the efficient organization we now know. I am confident that

the excellent co-operation existing between the United Nations

and the IAEA will continue in the years ahead.

This year's General Conference is faced with important

decisions which will help to shape the Agency's future course.

I wish you, Mr. President, and through you the General

Conference, all success in your important and demanding

endeavours.
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL AT DAG HAMMARSKJOLD MEMORIAL CEREK-OKY

Following is the text of a statement made today by Secretary-General Kurt
foaldheim at the Dag Hammarskjold memorial ceremony which was held at United
Nations Headquarters in New York*

Today is the twentieth anniversary of the death of Dag Hammarsk jold and
his companions at Ndola. The memory of the second Secretary-General remains a
strong influence in our Organization, fce remember him as a man of highest
courage and integrity, an outstanding international civil servant, a master of
th art of multilateral diplomacy and a man whose vision and ideas have
remained with us to this day.

Dag Hanuiiarskjold attached the highest importance to developing the United
Nations as an active instrument for the control of conflict and the pursuit of
peace. There can be no doubt of his determination to make the United Nations
a strong and resourceful Organization. He was a pioneer of the peace-keeping
technique which has served the cause of world peace in many dangerous
situations since that time. He was also a strong advocate of quiet diplomacy
which has become accepted as one of the most important instruments of the
Secretary-General.

Dag Hammarskjold was also determined on maintaining the independence and
integrity of the Secretariat. He was rightly convinced that the Secretariat
would become an increasingly important basis for effective action by the
United Nations.

We also remember Dag Harr.marskjold as an extremely gifted human being — a
man of many talents. He was a man of versatile intellect, a lover of the arts
an a great friend of artists of all kinds. In what spare time he had he made
his own contribution tc literature not only in "Markings" and other original
works but also with remarkable translations of contemporary writers.

The plaque before us commemorates Kainmarskjold and his companions. I
have just learned that a long-standing project in his memory is about to come
to fulfilment. Henry Moore has informed us that the sculpture which he had
long ago promised to donate to the United Nations in memory of Dag
Hammarskjold has nov; been cast and will be arriving in a few months' time.
This gift will not only commemorate Hammarskjold, but will be a great and

(more)
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lasting addition to he growing collection of works of act which adorn our
Headquarters.

This morning I wish once again to pay tribute to a grcav-. champion of this
Organization and friend of humanity who, with his c«?dicated co^oanions, left
us so tragically twenty years ago.

*** *
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GEKERAL TO ' UN KB BELIEVE' DINNER

Mew York, 16 September

Following is the text cf a statement made by Secretary-General Kurt
toaldheim in New York last night, 16 September, at the annual UN Ambassadors
Dinner sponsored by UK We Believei

As we meet in these festive surroundings under the auspices of "ON We
Believe", United Nations Headquarters is about to become again, as it does
every year at this time, the diplomatic capital of the world. It may
therefore be fitting for us to take a look together at the purpose of this
gathering.

We live in an international environment that is fraught with problems and
perils. Over the past year there have been discouraging and at times ominous
developments in many parts of the world. These have included a resurgence of
East-West tensions and the unabated continuation of the arms race with its
appalling dangers. Severe bilateral and multilateral disputes have continued
to darken the international landscape — in the kiddle East, in southern
Africa, in Central and South-East Asia, and. in other areas. The international
effort to tackle the world's economic issues and to build a just international
economic order has met with increasing diff iculties,,

There is not much point in bemoaning these troubles — though a sober
analysis of their nature and causes is very much in order — but there is
every reason to ask what can be done about them through the co-operative
efforts cf Governments. We must realize that we live in a world of sovereign
States, a world that is undergoing extraordinarily rapid, changes, including
fundamental changes in the economic, technological and social fields. These
changes inevitably give rise to political strains and conflicts of interest
between nations. The forces of chaos are always with us and their potential
for destruction has never been greater, owing to the development of more and
more sophisticated weaponry.

The question is whether the community of nations will allow these forces
to operate unhindered — or whether it v/ill choose the difficult but vitally
necessary path towards dealing with its problems effectively in a civilized,
rational and peaceful way. A major function of the United Nations is to
provide the institutional framework within which this path can be followed,

(more)

For information media - not an official record



- 2 - Press Release SG/SM/3183
11 September 1981

and the world leaders who are now converging on Hew York know it. They will
set forth their countries' views, aspirations, and, yes, their grievances.
But they will also take part in a complex process through which a viable
international order can eventually take shape.

In the General Assembly, as in the Security Council and in the work of
the Secretariat which I have had the honour to head for nearly 10 years, the
never-ending task is to develop this alternative to the nightmare that can so
easily grow out of the uncontrolled operation of the strains and frictions
bred by historical change. As in the case of all intergovernmental
institutions, the structure established by the Charter is dominated by the
political element that is inherent in the human condition. It provides no
guarantees against abuse? no human institution can. But it provides civilized
and peaceful means of coping with our problems if we wish to use it for this
purpose.

The problems and conflicts of interest that we face are often complex,
and the best that sometimes can be done is to keep them under control until
circumstances have become less explosive and more favourable to the solution
of the underlying disputes. The task of conflict management is a major
responsibility of the United Nations. Peace-keeping operations are one
important instrument for conflict management, and I am grateful to "UN Vie
Believe" for dedicating this year's Ambassadors Dinner to these operations.
This is a most welcome and timely initiative.

The use of United Nations peace-keeping operations to arrest and control
conflicts is a relatively recent development. The first military observer
mission, the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization in Palestine, was
created 33 years ago, in 1948, at the end of the first Israeli-Arab war, and
the first United Nations peace-keeping force was established in 1956, nearly
25 years ago, in the wake of the Suez crisis. In all, 13 peace-keeping
operations have been set up by the United Nations to control conflicts and
maintain peace in various parts of the world. The blue helmets and the blue
berets are now familiar to many of us. About 340,000 military personnel, from
53 contributing countries, have served with United Nations peace-keeping
operations. Six hundred and twelve of them have died in the service of those
operations.

The United Nations peace-keeping operations spring from a bold and
sublime concept. The United Nations soldiers of peace are sent to areas of
conflict, not to fight enemies, but to help friends. They seek to achieve
their peaceful objectives not by force but by persuasion. In the performance
of their duties, they must display understanding, compassion and a very
special kind of courage.

We are fortunate to have with us today General Callaghan of Ireland,
Commander of the United Nations Peace-keeping Force in Lebanon, and his
Military Assistant, Captain Kaukimoce of Fiji. They have come to United
Nations Headquarters to consult with me on ways ancl means of consolidating the
cease-fire in south Lebanon. Through them, I wish to express my deep
appreciation to the officers ancl men of all United Nations peace-keeping
operations, past and present, for the efficiency, dedication and courage with
which they have performed their important tasks. I wish also to take this
opportunity to pay a special tribute to the memory of their comrades who have
given their lives in the service of the United Nations for the cause of peace.
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL AT UNCA'S DAG HAMMARSKJOLD

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND LUNCHEON

Following Is the text of a statement made by Secretary-General Kurt
Waldhcim today at the Twentieth Anniversary Commemorative Luncheon of the Dag
Hammarskjold Memorial Scholarship Fund, organized by the United Nations
Correspondents Association (UNCA);

We arc all deeply grateful to the United Nations Correspondents
Association (UNCA) for bringing us together here today.

This is the tenth time that I have had the pleasure of addressing this
^traditional luncheon. If I were to say that those 10 years had gone by in a
.flash, I would not be telling the truth. In fact , 1971 seems to me already to
be shrouded in the mists of time and to be part of another more innocent, less
complicated age.

In the intervening years, I have had the unique privilege of serving as
Secretary-General of the United Nations. May I say that this off ice is
certainly the most complete and intensive existing graduate course in
international affairs and international behaviour. As Secretary-General, I
have learnt an immense amount which I could not have learnt in any other
position. You, the United Nations correspondents and the Permanent
Representatives to the United Nations, have been my constant companions, good
friends — and of course, critics — on this voyage of discovery. I want to
take this opportunity to express my appreciation and gratitude to all of you
for your friendship during that time. We have had our differences because we
have different functions to perform, but we arc all united in the pursuit of
the most important and elusive goal of humanity, the goal of just and lasting
peace in the world.

I wish also to say, especially to this audience which is uniquely versed
in the ups and downs of our Organization, that my experience as
Secretary-General has greatly reinforced my belief in the United Nations and
in the absolute necessity of this Organization. I have certainly lost any
illusions I might have had as to the case with which we can advance towards a
better and more orderly world, but I have gained a tremendous respect for the
Charter and for the vision of its creators. I am more convinced than ever,
not least because peace and justice arc so difficult to establish, that we'

(more)
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have no alternative but to pursue them through the manifold activities of the
collectivity of Governments in the United Nations.

In three days' time, we shall mark the twentieth anniversary of the death
of Dag Haromarskjold, whom we honour each year at this gathering. Dag
Hammarskjold made an outstanding contribution to the development of the United
Nations as an institution. It is therefore important to assess how far his
ideas and his concept of the United Nations have developed in the 20 years
since his death.

Kammarsk jold "s ideas were wide-ranging and complex, but I think he was
most concerned with two main issues. He believed that the United Nations must
increasingly become the active instrument for the control of confl ic t and the
pursuit of peace, articulating the general desire of all peoples for peace.
And he believed the independence and integrity of the Secretariat to be one of
central importance to the future development and effectiveness of the
Or gan iza tion .

At the time of Dag 7-Tcinmarsk jold's death, the United Nations was in the
midst of the Congo crisis which raised in an acute form both of these issues.
I shall try brief ly to assess developments since that time in relation to
these issues.

All of us have to assume that Member States wish to use the Organization
for the purposes for which it was set up. We must also realize, however, that

-Governments often have dif f icul ty in doing this. One of the most important
tasks, "therefore, is to find means of making it progressively easier for
Governments to use the Organization for its primary purpose. In other words,
we arc engaged in a constant effort to develop the United Nations in such a
way that it can respond effectively and with the co-operation of Governments
to the challenges of our time. This is nowhere more important than in the
work of the Organization for the maintenance of international peace and
security which is its primary objective.

During the Congo crisis and the ensuing crisis over Article 19, it was
often said that the peace-keeping capacity of the United Nations had been
fa ta l ly damaged. This did not, however, prevent the Organization from playing
an essential role in a scries of extremely important issues in the two decades
which followed. In the Cuban missiles crisis in 1962, for example, both the
Security Council and my predecessor, U Thant, were actively involved in ways
which made an important contribution to the resolution of that exceptionally
dangerous situation.

In 1964, the critical development in Cyprus called for a new
peace-keeping operation, UNFICYP', admittedly on the basis of voluntary
financing but sponsored by the Security Council. In 1965, the Security
Council, working through the Secretary-General, secured a cease-fire between
India and Pakistan and set up a new peace-keeping operation to supervise the
truce and the withdrawal of forces. The events of 1967 in the Middle East —
the withdrawal of UKEF I cit the request of Egypt and the ensuing war — were
certainly a grave set-back both to the attempt to achieve a settlement in the
Middle East and to the concept of peace-keeping^. In ly?3, hoxi/cvcr, the

(more)
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Council played a key role in bringing an end to the hostilities in the Middle
East through the cease-fire implemented by the rapid and effective deployment
of UHEF II. Incidentally, the basis agreed to by the Council for that
operation provided a most useful and realistic new consensus on the
arrangements for the operation and financing of peace-keeping.

In Cyprus in 1974, after the coup against President Makarios and the
Turkish intervention, we were faced with a situation far outside the scope or
mandate of UNFICYP. This fact caused concern and criticism over the
limitations of United Nations peace-keeping, especially from those who did not
fully comprehend the nature of this kind of operation.

We have, as you know, devoted much e f fo r t since 1974 to trying to secure
a just and lasting settlement of the problem of Cyprus. I very much hope that
the negotiations now actively proceeding under my auspices will soon show
practical results.

In 1978, the Council reacted very promptly to the situation created by
the Israeli intervention in south Lebanon and established UNIFIL. Although
the mandate was an ambitious one which has not yet been fu l f i l l ed , I believe
that even the doubters are now convinced, especially after the last round of
violence in and around Lebanon, of the essential value of the presence and
courageous conduct of UNIFIL. Finally, the Council responded unanimously over
the seizure of American diplomats in Iran and thus provided an important
foundation for my own efforts in that particularly difficult problem.

The Security Council has long been concerned with the question of
Namibia, and we have tried persistently to bring about the implementation of
resolution 435, so far, regrettably, without success. The recent South
African military invasion of southern Angola and the grave loss of l ife and
heavy damage can only serve to remind us how absolutely essential it is that
efforts to this end continue so that this old and exceedingly divisive pr obi era.
be solved once and for all. The emergency special session which came to an
end this morning has again expressed the general concern and the absolute
necessity of an early solution of this vital problem.

Even if we cannot achieve solutions quickly, the e f for t to find them must
go on, for that e f for t in itself is an important factor in maintaining hope
and stabili ty. It is when there is no movement forward and no prospect of
such movement that a situation becomes really dangerous. This applies
virtually without exception to all the great problems we deal with.

What docs this brief review tell us about our success in making a reality
of the Charter? How far docs ,it show progress in achieving the aspirations
Dag Hammarskjold had for this Organization as an active instrument for the
pursuit of peace?

Certainly, it is clear that , if faced with sufficiently grave situations,
Governments are capable of acting together through the United Nations and have
done so on a number of important occasions in the past 20 years. What 'is less
clear is how effective that action can be in the present state of development
and our Organization, when Governments refuse to accept and to act upon the

(more)
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decisions of the Security Council. If Governments in conflict wish to put an
end to it, the Security Council provides a dignified means of doing this, but
when Governments persist in fighting or in defying the decisions of the
Council, the influence of the Council is at present extremely limited.

The methods of work of the Council have changed signif icantly over the
past 20 years, in particular through the habit of informal consultations which
now precede virtually all its meetings.

The main object of the consultations procedure is to maximize agrcmcnt on
an issue, to agree on the procedure by which it will be handled, and to
present in public the highest possible degree of consensus among the members
of the Security Council, This process has , I believe, also brought the
members of the Council much closer to each oihcr and has made it more of a
team than it used to be. Tor the Secretary-General, it is certainly extremely
useful to be able to cotisv.lt confidentially and freely with the Council on
important and d i f f i cu l t metuers .

The disadvantages of the consultation process must be particularly
obvious to many of you who arc compelled to spend hour after hour amidst the
doubtful delights of the Security Council lounge, waiting for such scraps of
information as may be gleaned from hurriedly departing Council members. There
can be no doubt also that the public debates of the Council have lost much of
their drama and spontaneity as a result of the conscientious preparations
which now precede virtually all public meetings. The often empty scats in the
press and public galleries tell this part of the story all too clearly.

I am sure that everyone will wish to weigh the pros and cons of this
important development in United Nations procedure with an eye to what really
best serves the constructive development of the Security Council as a primary
instrument for peace. If the consultation procedure eventually creates a new
unity and resolve among the members of the Council, it will prove to have been
a most important and useful innovation. If, on the other hand, it results in
the Council 's voice being increasingly muted, delayed or ignored in times of
crisis, it will dangerously reduce the Council 's capacity to play a decisive
role when the maintenance of peace most urgently demands it.

I believe that the Security Council has indeed served as an active
instrument for peace and conflict control on numerous occasions in the past 20
years and that it could, and should, be used even more constructively in the
future. We take more or less for granted, for example, the fact that
Governments and other parties in conflict can actually sit together at the
Security Council table during discussions of their common problems. This is
just one aspect of the Council 's possibilities, of which greater and more
imaginative use mi^ht be -r.adc i'n the future. I take this opportunity to say
how much I appreciate th^ close working relationship which has developed
between he Sccrctary-Gcncv r.l and the Council — and especially with its
successive presidents. .

I mentioned earlier the second major issue with which Dag Hammarskjold
was particularly concerned — the independence and integrity of the

(more)
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Secretariat, Obviously, this issue arises in one form or another virtually
every day and is ever in the Secretary-General's mind. The United Nations is
an important political Organization, and it is only natural that Governments
should want to exercise the maximum influence in the Organization and even to
have as many of their nationals as possible employed in the Secretariat.
Article 100 states that the Secretary-General and staff members, in
performance of their duties, shall not seek or receive instructions from any
Government or from any other authority external to the Organization, and that
each Member State shall undertake to respect the exclusively international
character of the responsibilities of the Secretary-General and the s t a f f . The
Secretary-General must therefore firmly, but politely, resist governmental
pressures when they go beyond Charter requirements. This often causes
temporary concern to Governments which arc not getting what they want —
concern that is expressed in stern rcmonstrations to the Secretary-General and
is sometimes also reflected in the national press of the country concerned,,

Anyone who serves as Secretary-General knows very well that his
effectiveness in most situations will depend to a large extent on the
requisite degree of co-operation from Governments. But the Secretary-General
must also insist that his duty under the Charter requires him to draw a clear
line between co-operation and pressure.

As far as the independence and integrity of the Secretariat is concerned,
we hear from time to time of the alleged "politicization" of the Secretariat.
As I said just now, the United Nations is undeniably a political Organization
— very much so in fact. The Secretariat, whether we like it or not , lives in
the midst of conflicting pressures. Its members, therefore, have to be very
conscious at all times of their duties and of the attitude required of them
under the Charter. This is by no means a simple or easy task and in a large
Organization, which is constantly required to bring in new recruits from 154
Member States with different traditions and backgrounds, it is obvious that
from time to time there may be individual cases of falling away from this
extremely high and demanding standard. Kammarskjold once said that when he
thought purely rationally about building the international civil service, it
seemed a completely impossible task* Certainly, it is an extremely difficult
business, and I am anything but satisfied with the progress made in a number
of areas. I do wish to say, however, that the men and women of the
Secretariat — and we must find means to recruit more of the latter in
responsible positions — deserve full recognition for their key contribution
to the development of this Organization over the past 36 years. They have
shown ingenuity, industry, initiative, dedication and, when called for,
courage and steadfastness. I am sure that they are as determined as I am to
continue to strengthen and develop the international civil service as the
backbone of our Organizaf.ion. '

This year, the Assembly will be facing a number of challenges, including
some seemingly perennial problems which have reached a particularly critical
stage. I hope that we shall sec progress in many areas and also that the
session, with its attendance of Heads of State and Government, as well as
Foreign Ministers, will make a positive contribution to a general improvement
in the international climate. The present climate of tension and anxiety is

(more)
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not only dangerous to peace but debilitating to all the major constructive
efforts and aspirations of the international community.

Before concluding, may I once again thank the organizers of this luncheon
and wish the 1981 Dag Karrj.iarskjold scholars a happy and fruitful stay here at
the United Nations. On bc.hf.lf of. us all may I express the general wish for a
fruitful and constructive session of the- General Assembly.

* **•:? *
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STATEMENT MADE BY SECRETARY-GENERAL ON STAFF DAY, 11 SEPTEMBER

Following is the text of a statement made this afternoon by
Secretary-General Kurt Walclhcim at the observance of Staff Day at United
Nations Headquarters:

I am delighted to join you on Staff Day 1^81. This year also, we are
celebrating this day in between a special and a regular session of the General
Assembly, The demands made upon you at this time of the year arc especially
heavy. It is, therefore, a most appropriate time for me to express to you my
deep appreciation for your untiring efforts . It is also the occasion for us
all to renew our commitment to the service of the United Nations.

I should like to extend a special welcome to our colleagues from other
duty stations and missions who arc with us today. Among them are s ta f f
representatives t^ho have come to attend the meeting of the Staff-Management
Co-ordination Committee.

As we get together at Headquarters, we realize that twice as many of our
colleagues arc serving the Organization in about 160 other countries,
sometimes in conditions of great hardship. No matter where we serve and what
diff icult ies we face, our sense of solidarity arises from our common bond, our
dedication to the ideals of peace and progress embodied in the Charter. That
is our shield and the source of our strength.

Over the last 36 ycrars, the Secretariat has grown tremendously in size
and its tasks have become increasingly diversified. This reflects the
enormous changes in the functions of the United Nations itself. The basic
purposes of the Organization are, of course, the same as laid down in the
Charteri to maintain international peace ano security and to harmonize the
actions of nations for economic and social development.

Over the years, however, these have vastly gained in scope ano depth. As
they have done so, the United Nations has evolved into a much more complex
mechanism and become a major agent for peaceful change. The past decades have
witnessed the history-making role of the United Nations in the whole process
of decolonization, which has tripled its membership.

(more)
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Now, wi th a new generation cf global problems facing humanity as a result
of the technological revolution and the growing interdependence of States, the
United Nations has become the focal point for co-operative approaches to
issues that were hardly anticipated in an earlier age. It is the forum for
developing positions and programmes for such problems as population, food,
water supply, the environment, the outer space and!, more recently, the
development of energy resources. In short, the United Nations has I ecomc the
working instrument of an emerging world community.

I am proud to say that in all these fields, the Secretariat has proved
itself equal to the new challenges.

As the Secretariat has grown in size and expanded the range cf its
activities, it has become increasingly subject to outside criticism. In the
past year, there were occasional adverse reports in the media regarding, the
internal working of the Secretariat. We are, of course, always ready to
accept constructive suggestions for improvement, but we must deplore unjust
and sensational reporting. Sweeping charges were made, yet the various
allegations were never substantiated and, upon investigation, were found to be
mostly exaggerations. However, this should not weaken our own determination
to check any fall ing away from the high standards that are expected of us.
Having said that, I should like to take this opportunity to reaff i rm my fai th
and trust in the integrity cf the staff of the Secretariat.

We are all aware that Member States arc taking increasing interest in
such matters as the geographical distribution of s t a f f , the employment
opportunities for women, the concepts of career and types of appointment for
the s t a f f , jjncl reforms in personnel policies. This is evident from several
resolutions adopted by the General Assembly in recent years which natural ly
affec t the conditions of service and career prospects of the Secretariat s t r . f f .

In a few days, we will observe the twentieth anniversary of the tenth of
Dag Hammarskjold. One of the issues with which he was particularly concerned
was the independence of the Secretariat. The United Nations is an important
political Organization, and it is only natural that Governments should want to
exercise the maximum influence in the Organization for their point of view and
even to have as many of their nationals as possible employed in the
Secretariat. It is equally natural that the Secretary-General must resist
governmental pressures when they go beyond Charter requirements.

My principal concern is twofold: on the one hand, the Charter requirement
of the highest standards of integrity, competence and. efficiency should net be
compromised and, on the other, appropriate conditions of service must be
maintained for the recruitment and retention of staff who meet such
standards. On these two principles, the management and staff of the
Secretariat arc on common ground; there is no divergence cf interests between
them, I, therefore, look forward to a continued co-operation with our s ta f f
representatives at all duty stations. The present-day realities arc such that
it is only through mutual understanding, accomodation and forbearance that we
can expect to achieve the common objective of building an independent and
effect ive international Secretariat.

I-.understand that an excellent programme has been prepared for your
enjoyment this afternoon and evening. I wish to jcin Kr. Flanders in thanking
the organizers of this event for their praiseworthy effor t . I wish you all a
splendid time for the rest of the day.

* >V** *
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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S ADDRESS TO DPI ANNUAL CONFERENCE FOR NCOS

Following i s the text of an address made today by Secretary-General Kurt
Waldheim at the opening of the Conference for Ron-governmental Organizations,
"Energy: Development and Survival", organized by the Department of Public
Information:

It is always a pleasure for me to be with you at this annual Conference.
I am happy to see representatives of non-governmental organizations from so
many Member States assembled here.

The organizations which you represent constitute a vital link between the
United Nations and the peoples of the world. I have emphasized time and again
that the support of an alert and informed public opinion is essential to the
success of our efforts. The goals we pursue involve not only governmental
policies but also popular attitudes. To foster the attitudes favourable to
peace and progress is an essential part of the great task of ensuring a better
future for all mankind.

This would be true in any kind of world situation but it has acquired
added point and significance through the evolution of international life,
particularly in the last decade.

The United Nations now covers virtually the whole spectrum of human
concerns in the collective sphere. Consider the great diversity of major
issues that engage our attention at present. Primary among them, of course,
is the maintenance of international security which, in the first place, means
settling specific conflicts and averting threats or dangers to peace.

But peace does not merely mean the absence of war. It also implies a
just and stable international order in the preservation of which all groups of
countries — whether in the East or the West, the North or the South — will
have an equally vital stake. It is obvious that an unrestrained arms race
results in a colossal waste of human resources and makes the world a breeding
ground of ever new tensions. This makes disarmament one of the great
imperatives of our age.

It is equally true that peace will rest on insecure foundations as long
as there is inequity in international economic relations. To employ

(more)

For information media - not an official record



- 2 - Press Release SG/SM/3176
PI/338

8 September 1981

international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social
advancement of all peoples is, in the language of the Charter, one of the
basis aims to which all peoples are pledged.

We have come a long way since the period when this was regarded as an aim
of only secondary importance. To help establish an equitable international
economic order and to mount an effort to help relieve the hunger and
destitution of large masses of people are now among our foremost objectives.

Indeed, what the United Nations strives to achieve is nothing less than
the improvement of the quality of human life on the international plane.
Miether it is the protection and promotion of human rights or the preservation
of the environment — to give just two examples from two separate fields —
there is no issue before us which does not involve men and women all over the
globe. The struggle for peace, justice, equity and human dignity which is
waged here at the United Nations is very much the struggle of people,
regardless of their differences of cultural traditions, political orientation
or ideological outlook.

I feel that this is a fundamental truth which is not being sufficiently
impressed on people at large. This explains why there is not the kind of
sustained interest in the activities of the world Organization which they
deserve. Here, voluntary organizations like yours can play a crucial role.

Yours is a twofold function. On the domestic level, you can guide public
opinion in your own countries towards a perception of enlightened national
self-interest and a sense of the interdependence of all peoples. Popular
attitudes, so guided, can exert a most constructive influence on the policies
of Governments. Let us not forget that Governments can be as much helped by
educated opinion as, in conflict situations, they are sometimes inhibited by
an inflamed one.

On the international level, you can realize great possibilities of
creative interchange. Since your points of view are not tied to off ic ia l
positions, you can help in reconciling the differences of perception and
approach between nations and thus pave the way for better international
understanding.

Never was this kind of process more needed than in the international
situation which we are facing at present. It is a situation of manifold
perils. The international scene is marked by explosive conflicts at several
points of the globe. Violence is taking a heavy toll. Terrorism has become a
scourge. Confidence between nations has reached a low ebb.

Grave international disputes remain unresolved and there is a steady
drift towards increasing discord. The arms race has spread to all parts of
the world. As I said at this Conference last year, there exists on our planet
today more explosive power than food measured in pounds per person. On the
one side, military expenditures continue to escalate relentlessly. On the
other, extreme poverty holds immense populations in its vicious grip.

(more)
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World food production has been significantly lagging behind population
growth and hunger stalks large parts of the world. There is no break-through
in the international dialogue on economic issues. The cause of development
has suffered setbacks. Human rights are subjected to massive violations in
many parts of the world.

This is an admittedly bleak picture. Yet this is not a warrant for
pessimism or despair. On the contrary, it is a challenge for greater effort
not only by Governments but by non-governmental organizations. There is not a
single problem that we face whose solution cannot be facilitated through the
reform of public attitudes.

By helping to look beyond narrow and short-term aims, by cultivating
objectivity, by informing people of facts, by discussions aimed at a better
understanding of different national positions, your organizations can help in
transforming the international climate and making it more conducive to
reconciliation, progress and peace.

I am glad that you have chosen "Energy: Development and Survival" as the
subject of your Conference this year. Only a few weeks ago, I had the
occasion to set forth my views on the topic in my speech at the United Nations
Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy held in Nairobi. The topic
is not only timely; it is a graphic illustration of the need for a change in
popular attitudes. Energy affects a great many aspects of human society.

For generations, particularly during the last several decades, economic
life was based on the assumption that the supply of cheap oil and gas was
inexhaustible. This was an assumption which encouraged waste and provided no
incentive for the search for new and more lasting fuels.

Today, the comfortable assumptions of the past have been overturned. The
era of cheap oil and gas is over. We have now reached a turning point in the
world economy. The new state of affairs will require much more conscious
management, both within and among States.

It is a positive development that the necessity for prudence and planning
in the energy field is being increasingly realized. This has led to
significant progress in the area of conservation and an unprecedented
expansion of scientific interest in energy sources of all types. Governments
have recognized their joint responsibility to ensure a smooth energy
transition. The Plan of Action adopted at Nairobi, if implemented, could
assure access by all countries to sources of energy necessary for their
development.

Kations need to work together to solve problems which respect no
frontiers. As conflict over energy can be a source of grave instability and
international tension, the problem of assuring its adequate supplies demands
an internationally concerted response. In fact , the world's vast energy
potential can be unlocked only through collective effort . It is a global
problem to which unilateral approaches provide no solution.

(more)
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During this Conference, you will be hearing about many aspects of energy
from different perspectives. I would, however, ask you to set this question
in the wider context of international co-operation. The great challenge which
we have to face is to harness our scientific knowledge and techonological
ingenuity to develop renewable sources of energy and thus to better the
condition of life for all mankind.

This is an eminently practical goal but it will take vision, imagination
and a sustained international effor t to reach it. All the issues at present
before us underscore the interdependence of nations in the modern world. The
present turning point in the evolution of the world economy can prove to be a
catalyst for international co-operation. It can help the adoption of policies
by Governments based on the realization that equitable international economic
relations are necessary not only for the development of the less advantaged
nations but also for the efficiency of the world economy as a whole. Whether
it does so or not will depend in large part on popular attitudes and
perceptions.

People all over the world have to realize that we stand at the crossroads
today. In the way we conduct inter-State political relations or in the way we
manage our economic resources, we have a choice. Either we continue with old
policies and be faced with recurrent crises, or we emabrk on programmes of
systematic international co-operation for solving our common problems. There
is no middle way. In all its major aspects, the present world situation
provides a creative test of our united will to resclve conflict and move
towards co-operation. It is only by meeting this test that we can release the
energies of mankind for building a more peaceful and prosperous world.

* *** *
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Grave international disputes remain unresolved and

there is a steady drift towards increasing discord.

The arms race has spread to all parts of the world.

As I said at this Conference last year, there exists
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not a warrant for pessimism or despair. On the contrary, it
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MESSAGE BY SECRETARY-GENERAL ON OCCASION OF INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY

8 September 1981

Following is the text of a message by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim on
the occasion of International Literacy Day, being observed throughout the
world today:

International Literacy Day is an occasion for renewing our commitment to
the promotion of the human right to education and knowledge.

Illiteracy continues to be one of the main sources of inequality in our
world. We live in an age of unprecedented scientific progress. Increasingly
sophisticated instruments probe ever more deeply into the mysteries of the
cosmos and the innermost recesses of the cell. The spread of modern knowledge
among the masses of the people has become a prerequisite to development. In
such an age, it is intolerable that more than 800 million adults should still
be denied the rudiments of learning, the ability to read and write.

In the third world, two adults out of every five are illiterate and one
out of every two women. In 14 of the least developed countries, the adult
illiteracy rate is more than 75 per cent and, in some, the illiteracy rate
among women exceeds 95 per cent. In most of these least developed countries,
fewer than half the children in the 6-11 age group attend school. Despite the
tremendous efforts being made in many countries, the absolute number of
illiterates in the world continues to grow.

A marked increase in effort is imperative to remove this major obstacle
to economic, social and cultural development. The problem has to be attacked
on two fronts: by extending the scope and improving the quality of schooling
in order that illiteracy may be eliminated at its source, and by organizing
literacy campaigns to reach those who have been denied their turn in the
classroom. It is incumbent upon national authorities to take the leading part
in this effort , but the international community also has a vital role to play
in assisting those nations whose own resources are insufficient to meet the
challenge with which they are confronted.

(more)
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On this day, I solemnly appeal to all Governments and peoples of the
United Nations to dedicate a larger part of their resources to ensuring the
fulfilment of this fundamental human right. In pcrticular, I call upon
Governments in a position to do so to give tangible proof of their solidarity
with the developing countries in the struggle to vanquish illiteracy. The
United Nations and its specialized agencies, especially UNESCO, stand ready to
support this great endeavour.

* *** *
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON THE OCCASION
OF INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY - 8 SEPTEMBER 1981

International Literacy Day is an occasion for

renewing our commitment to the promotion of the human

right to education and knowledge.

Illiteracy continues to be one of the main sources

of inequality in our world. We live in an age of
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A marked increase in effort is imperative to

remove this major obstacle to economic, social and

cultural development. The problem has to be attacked

on two fronts: by extending the scope and improving

the quality of schooling in order that illiteracy may

be eliminated at its source, and by organizing literacy

campaigns to reach those who have been denied their turn

in the classroom. It is incumbent upon national

authorities to take the leading part in this effort, but

the international community also has a vital role to play

in assisting those nations whose own resources are

insufficient to meet the challenge with which they are

confronted.

On this day, I solemnly appeal to all governments and

peoples of the United Nations to dedicate a larger part

of their resources to ensuring the fulfilment of this

fundamental human right. In particular, I call upon

governments in a position to do so to give tangible proof

of their solidarity with the developing countries in the

struggle to vanquish illiteracy. The United Nations and

its specialized agencies, especially UNESCO, stand ready

to support this great endeavour.

* * * * * *
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL KURT WALDHEIM AT UNITED NATIONS

CONFERENCE ON LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

Folio-wing is the text of a statement made today in Paris by Secretary-General
Kurt Waldlieim at the United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries:

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I should like first of all to thank His Excellency Mr. Frangois Mitterrand,
President of the French Republic, for the moving address with which he has honoured
us this morning. His presence in this room today was a symbol: a symbol of the
solidarity and active support which the French Government gives to the efforts of
all who know suffering, poverty, hunger and the despair which absence of hope
engenders. France demonstrates, by inviting us to hold our meeting in Paris,
its commitment to the noble principles which have inspired it throughout its
history: justice, respect for human dignity, and progress for all beyond narrow
egoism and short-sighted nationalism. On behalf of the United Nations, I wish to
express to President Mitterrand, the Government of France and the great French
people our warmest gratitude.

The fact that so many Heads of State, Ministers and high dignitaries are
participating in this Conference testifies to the high expectations which the
international community has of us. I should like to extend a warm welcome and
to thank His Excellency Mr, Daniel Arap Moi, President of the Republic of Kenya
and current Chairman of the Organization of African Unity, His Majesty
Mr. Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev, King of Nepal, His Excellency Mr. Aristides Maria
Pereira, President of the Republic of Cape Verde, and His Excellency Major-General
Habyarimana Juvenal, President of the Republic of Rwanda, for demonstrating by
their personal participation their support for the work of the United Nations
and their determination to find solutions through co-operation.

And finally, I should like to thank my colleague and friend,
Mr. Amadou Mahtar M'Bow, for enabling us to conduct our debate at UNESCO
headquarters. His cordial hospitality is greatly appreciated.

(more)

For information media - not an official record



"2~ Press Release SG/SM/Jl?!
•TAD/1086

1 September 1981

Over the last several years, the United Nations has sponsored a number of
international conferences focussing on problems of great importance for the life
and progress of the global community. Among all these problems, the one to which
the present conference is going to address itself is especially pressing. We
have gathered here to devise ways and means to help to end the hunger and
destitution of the poorest among the poor,

I must emphasize at the very outset that this is an objective which, at
tt.is stage, requires more than dialogue and debate. What needs to be agreed upon
are not goals which are beyond question but the most effective means of achieving
them within the framework of the overall development effort. This Conference
must evolve a concrete programme of action and do so with the sense of urgency
anc responsibility which the situation of the least developed countries demand.
Let us consider a few facts which point out the gravity of this situation.

In the current world economic crisis, it is the least developed countries
which sre particularly vulnerable and which have suffered to a great degree.
Available data indicate a steady decline in their overall economic performance
throughout the last two decades. During the period from 1970 to 1979, real
per capita gross domestic product in these countries as a whole rose by only
eleven dollars. But agricultural production, which accounts for half of their
total income, fell by more than ten per cent per capita in real terms.

Sine? the early 1970s, the world's monetary and economic relations have been
under increasing strain. Do-^loping countries, and the least developed among them
in particular, find themselves buffeted by the unpredictable fluctuations of
exchange ra^es of the major currencies. World inflation and recession have
impaired the ability of most developing countries to import the raw materials and
capital goods essential for their development process. As the export earnings
of the least Developed countries are often derived from a narrow base of one or
two commodities, wide price fluctuations have rendered their foreign exchange
earnings unstable and have, therefore, affected their ability to plan and manage
their economies. These countries have a limited base for mobilizing resources
through taxation and savings. At the same time, they need to enlarge expenditures
for providing bstsic administrative and social services and laying the foundations
for viable development programmes.

As a result of all these factors, the least developed countries have witnessed
significant per capita declines in many key economic areas. These have not been
offset by an increase in the flow of external assistance. This assistance has to
be significantlv enhanced to enable these countries to undertake structural changes
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The economic difficulties facing the least developed countries are so basic
and so severe that extraordinary additional measures to help them are plainly
needed. To be truly effective, the programme of action to be adopted by this
Conference must simultaneously stress structural change and the provision of the
basic social necessities: nutrition, health-care, housing, education and
employment. It also needs to provide for emergency situations in order to enable
these countries to cope with the effects of natural disasters and shortfalls in
resource flows.

This action will unquestionably call for intensive efforts by the governments
of these countries. However, they cannot embark on self-sustained development
without greatly increased international support which should be provided as part
of an integrated global effort and be in line with the priorities set by each of
these countries. If they are to overcome the severe handicaps to their economic
and social progress, then transfers of resources through appropriate financial and
trade measures are obviously of prime importance, together with steps to
stabilize and increase their export earnings. This need for increased transfers
of resources on concessional terms was already underlined by the Fifth Session
of UNCTAD and is an integral part of the International Development Strategy for
the Third United Nations Development Decade. However, the response to this need
has been very disappointing so far. The resources made available have at best

checked the continued deterioration in their economic situation.

Let me emphasize in this context that international assistance to developing
countries, and particularly to the least developed amongst them, does not imply
a one-sided relationship. All nations will benefit from a strengthened global
economy and 'an improved climate for growth and investment. All nations -
industrialised and developing, with market and centrally-planned economies - have
a clear interest in greater economic security and better management of the
world's finite resources. For the accelerated growth of the developing countries
and particularly the least developed amongst them, a much stronger political will
and a sense of shared responsibility on the part of the entire international
community is a prime necessity. It is not enough to adopt certain targets of
performance. There must now be serious commitment to take the practical measures
required to eliminate worldwide poverty and lay the foundations for self-sustained
development .

The international community is faced with very disturbing trends which, if
not reversed, can only lead to a further worsening of the world economic and
social situation. The stark reality confronting mankind today is that close to
850 million people in the developing countries are living at the margin of
existence, enduring sickness, hunger, homelessness and unemployment. Intolerable
from a human point of view, it is a situation which ultimately poses a threat to
world peace and stability.

(more)
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I have repeatedly stressed that unilateral measures cannot and vill not
provide viable solutions to the interlocking problems facing the world economy.
Only through multilateral co-operation and concerted measures involving all groups
of countries can we achieve lasting solutions capable of restoring the momentum of
economic growth and ensuring efficient and equitable economic relations.

Regrettably, the pace of progress in the international dialogue on economic
issues continues to be slow, The adoption by the General Assembly of the New
International Development Strategy for the 1980s, though an important step forward,
has not yet been followed by policy measures adequate to meet its goals and
objectives. No less disturbing is the continued inability of the international
community to reach a final agreement for beginning the process of global
negotiations.

Even so, the past few months have not been devoid of developments which give
encouraging signs of a renewed sense of urgency in meeting this great challenge
of our age. First, the meeting of the Group of 77 held last spring in Caracas
established a comprehensive framework for the developing countries to pursue their
mutual co-operation and collective self-reliance. Secondly, there seems to be a
growing recognition on the part of the developed countries of the need for
concerted action directed not only to the immediate but also to medium-term
objectives. The major industrial countries recently reaffirmed in Ottawa their
readiness to explore all avenues of consultation and co-operation, in a spirit
of shared responsibility,, with the developing countries in key areas of
international economic relations. These developments augur well for the important
talks next month at Cancun, Mexico,

I was also impressed by the fact that, after an extensive and constructive
general debate, the recent Nairobi Conference has adopted a number of measures for
concerted international action to promote the development of new and renewable
sources of energy. The implementation of these measures, which, I am glad, involve
specific attention to the least developed countries, would constitute an important
contribution to meeting the world's growing energy requirements.

V7e need to consolidate and build upon these developments. It is opportune
that this Conference is being held immediately before the forthcoming session of
the General Assembly at which many of the issues involved will be thoroughly
discussed. I hope that, over and above its substantive outcome, this Conference
will provide a helpful impetus to international economic co-operation in the
interests of all groups of countries.

The programme of action that will be decided here can be a major step on the
long road to the economic transformation of the least developed countries. Given
determination, political vision and international co-operation, it is certainly
possible to render significant assistance to these countries in finding solutions
to their economic problems. They are to be enabled to break away from the vicious
trap of poverty and deprivation. The sooner this is done, the better it will be
for international stability and indeed for peace and progress throughout the globe.
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UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

PARIS, 1 SEPTEMBER 1981

Your Excellencies/ Ladies and Gentlemen:

I should like first of all to thank His Excellency

Mr. Frangois Mitterrand, President of the French Republic, for

the moving address with which he has honoured us this morning.

His presence in this room today was a symbol: a symbol of the

solidarity and active support which the French Government gives

to the efforts of all who know suffering, poverty, hunger and

the despair which absence of hope engenders. France demonstrates,

by inviting us to hold our meeting in Paris, its commitment to

the noble principles which have inspired it throughout its

history: justice, respect for human dignity, and progress for

all beyond narrow egoism and short-sighted nationalism. On

behalf of the United Nations, I wish to express to President

Mitterrand, the Government of France and the great French people

our warmest gratitude.

The fact that so many Heads of State, Ministers and high

dignitaries are participating in this Conference testifies to

the high expectations which the international community has of

us. I should like to extend a warm welcome and to thank

His Excellency Mr. Daniel Arap Moi, President of the Republic

of Kenya and current Chairman of the Organization of African Unity,
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His Majesty Mr. Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev, King of Nepal,

His Excellency Mr. Aristides Maria Pereira, President of the

Republic of Cape Verde, and His Excellency Major-General

Habyarimana Juvenal, President of the Republic of Rwanda,

for demonstrating by their personal participation their support

for the work of the United Nations and their determination

to find solutions through co-operation.

And finally, I should like to thank my colleague and

friend, Mr. Amadou Mahtar M'Bow, for enabling us to conduct

our debate at UNESCO headquarters. His cordial hospitality

is greatly appreciated.

Over the last several years, the United Nations has

sponsored a number of international conferences focussing on

problems of great importance for the life and progress of the

global community. Among all these problems, the one to which

the present conference is going to address itself is especially

pressing. We have gathered here to devise ways and means to

help to end the hunger and destitution of the poorest among

the poor.

I must emphasize at the very outset that this is an

objective which, at this stage, requires more than dialogue

and debate. What needs to be agreed upon are not goals which

are beyond question but the most effective means of achieving

them within the framework of the overall development effort.
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This Conference must evolve a concrete programme of action

and do so with the sense of urgency and responsibility which

the situation of the least developed countries demand. Let

us consider a few facts which point out the gravity of this

situation.

In the current world economic crisis, it is the least

developed countries which are particularly vulnerable and

which have suffered to a great degree. Available data indicate

a steady decline in their overall economic performance throughout

the last two decades. During the period from 1970 to 1979, real

per capita gross domestic product in these countries as a whole

rose by only eleven dollars. But agricultural production, which

accounts for half of their total income, fell by more than ten

per cent per capita in real terms.

Since the early 1970's, the world's monetary and economic

relations have been under increasing strain. Developing

countries, and the least developed among them in particular,

find themselves buffeted by the unpredictable fluctuations of

exchange rates of the major currencies. World inflation and

recession have impaired the ability of most developing countries

to import the raw materials and capital goods essential for

their development process. As the export earnings of the

least developed countries are often derived from a narrow base



of one or two commodities, wide price fluctuations have

rendered their foreign exchange earnings unstable and have,

therefore, affected their ability to plan and manage their

economies. These countries have a limited base for mobilizing

resources through taxation and savings. At the same time,

they need to enlarge expenditures for providing basic

administrative and social services and laying the foundations

for viable development programmes.

As a result of all these factors, the least developed

countries have witnessed significant per capita declines in

many key economic areas. These have not been offset by an

increase in the flow of external assistance. This assistance

has to be significantly enhanced to enable these countries to

undertake structural changes necessary for sustained growth.

The economic difficulties facing the least developed

countries are so basic and so severe that extraordinary

additional measures to help them are plainly needed. To be

truly effective, the programme of action to be adopted by

this Conference must simultaneously stress structural change

and the provision of the basic social necessities: nutrition,

health care, housing, education and employment. It also needs

to provide for emergency situations in order to enable these

countries to cope with the effects of natural disasters and

shortfalls in resource flows.
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This action will unquestionably call for intensive

efforts by the governments of these countries. However,

they cannot embark on self-sustained development without

greatly increased international support which should be

provided as part of an integrated global effort and be in

line with the priorities set by each of these countries. If

they are to overcome the severe handicaps to their economic

and social progress, then transfers of resources through

appropriate financial and trade measures are obviously of

prime importance, together with steps to stabilize and increase

their export earnings. This need for increased transfers of

resources on concessional terms was already underlined by the

Fifth Session of UNCTAD and is an integral part of the

International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations

Development Decade. However, the response to this need has

been very disappointing so far. The resources made available

have at best only checked the continued deterioration in their

economic situation.

Let me emphasize in this context that international

assistance to developing countries, and particularly to the

least developed amongst them, does not imply a one-sided

relationship. All nations will benefit from a strengthened

global economy and an improved climate for growth and investment.
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All nations - industrialized and developing, with market

and centrally-planned economies - have a clear interest in

greater economic security and better management of the world's

finite resources. For the accelerated growth of the developing

countries and particularly the least developed amongst them, a

much stronger political will and a sense of shared responsibility

on the part of the entire international community is a prime

necessity. It is not enough to adopt certain targets of

performance. There must now be serious commitment to take the

practical measures required to eliminate worldwide poverty and

lay the foundations for self-sustained development.

The international community is faced with very disturbing

trends which, if not reversed, can only lead to a further

worsening of the world economic and social situation. The stark

reality confronting mankind today is that close to 85Q million

people in the developing countries are living at the margin of

existence, enduring sickness, hunger, homelessness and unemployment.

Intolerable from a human point of view, it is a situation which

ultimately poses a threat to world peace and stability.

I have repeatedly stressed that unilateral measures cannot

and will not provide viable solutions to the interlocking problems

facing the world economy. Only through, multilateral co-operation

and concerted measures involving all groups of countries can we

achieve lasting solutions capable of restoring the momentum of

economic growth and ensuring efficient and equitable economic

relations.
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Regrettably, the pace of progress in the international

dialogue on economic issues continues to be slow. The adoption

by the General Assembly of the New International Development

Strategy for the 1980's, though an important step forward, has

not yet been followed by policy measures adequate to meet its

goals and objectives. No less disturbing is the continued

inability of the international community to reach a final

agreement for beginning the process of global negotiations.

Even so, the past few months have not been devoid of

developments which give encouraging signs of a renewed sense

of urgency in meeting this great challenge of our age. First,

the meeting of the Group of 77 held last spring in Caracas

established a comprehensive framework for the developing

countries to pursue their mutual co-operation and collective

self-reliance. Secondly, there seems to be a growing

recognition on the part of the developed countries of the

need for concerted action directed not only to the immediate

but also to medium-term objectives. The major industrial

countries recently reaffirmed in Ottawa their readiness to

explore all avenues of consultation and co-operation, in a

spirit of shared responsibility, with the developing countries

in key areas of international economic relations. These

developments, augur well for the important talks next month at

Cancun, Mexico.
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I was also impressed by the fact that, after an extensive

and constructive general debate, the recent Nairobi Conference

has adopted a number of measures for concerted international

action to promote the development of new and renewable sources

of energy. The implementation of these measures, which, I am

glad, involve specific attention to the least developed countries,

would constitute an important contribution to meeting the world's

growing energy requirements.

We need to consolidate and build upon these developments.

It is opportune that this Conference is being held immediately

before the forthcoming session of the General Assembly at which

many of the issues involved will be thoroughly discussed. I

hope that, over and above its substantive outcome, this

Conference will provide a helpful impetus to international

economic co-operation in the interests of all groups of countries.

The programme of action that will be decided here can be a

major step on the long road to the economic transformation of

the least developed countries. Given determination, political

vision and international co-operation, it is certainly possible

to render significant assistance to these countries in finding

solutions to their economic problems. They are to be enabled to

break away from the vicious trap of poverty and deprivation. The

sooner this is done, the better it will be for international

stability and indeed for peace and progress throughout the globe.

* * * * * * *
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MESSAGE BY SECRETARY-GENERAL TO UKITAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Following is the text of a message by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim to
the opening in New York today of the twentieth session of the Board of
Trustees of the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UKITAR).
The message was read on his behalf by William B. Buffum, Under-Secretary-
General for Political and General Assembly Affairs .

I am very pleased to welcome you all on behalf of the Secretary-General
to this annual meeting of the UNITAR Board of Trustees. The Secretary-General
was unable to open your session personally as he is presently participating in
the Paris Conference on Least Developed Countries. I am pleased to read to
you the Secretary-General's messages

At the outset I wish to extend a special welcome to the new members of
the Board: Mr. SimSon Ake, Foreign Minister of the Ivory Coast; Mr. Adhemar
d1Alcantara, Vice-President of Chamber of Representatives of Belgium; Kr. K.
Natwar-Sing, Ambassador of India to Pakistan; and Ambassador Rudiger von
Wechmar of the Federal Republic of Germany, President of the thirty-fifth
General Assembly. I am glad that Ambassador William Barton, Ambassador
Roberto Guyer and Ambassador Shizuo Saito have accepted my invitation to
continue serving on the Board. We look forward to the active participation
and support of the new members in guiding the future course of the Institute,
as you have all done in the past.

UNITAR has greatly benefited from the valuable contributions of the five
members whose terms ended last June after long and distinguished service to
the Institute; Ambassador T.T.B. Koh of Singapore; Dean Harvey Picker of the
United States of America; Dr. Walter Rau of the Federal Republic of Germany,
Minister Arsene Usher of the Ivory Coast; and Ambassador Piero Vinci of
Italy. I would like to express to them my deep gratitude for the wise counsel
and support that they had given to the Executive Director in the work of the
Ins titute.

During the past 16 years, UWITAR has provided valuable training and
research designed to enhance the effectiveness of the United Nations in
achieving its major objectives. With a relatively small budget, UKITAR has
achieved an impressive record; over 7,000 diplomats and other national
officials, mostly from developing countries, have benefited from the training

(more)
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programmes; and over 100 books and research pamphlets have been published and
widely disseminated. The increasing demand of Member States for the services
of UNITAR speaks well for the value of its contribution to the international
community.

The programmes of the Institute are designed for policy impact as well as
for practical effect. As in the past, UMITAR's training programmes have
continued to focus on seminars for delegates and members of permanent missions
on the work of the United Nations, and on longer-range programmes tailored to
the needs of particular Member States. I am pleased that UNITAR has actively
co-operated with a number of Member States in designing programmes of benefit
to them, and that it has played a key role in establishing or strengthening
diplomatic institutes in some countries. I am also pleased to learn that a
new programme is planned for government officials from the African, Caribbean
and Pacific countries in association with the European Economic Community.

The past year has been a very active one for the Department of Research,
and I am pleased that the reorganization of the Department which took place
last year has achieved positive and substantial results.

In several significant areas the studies which fall under the Project on
the Future have continued to offer refreshing insights into some of the most
pressing social and economic issues confronting the international community
and the main problems involved in the establishment of the new international
economic order. I would mention, in particular, the contribution made by this
Project to the ACC Task Force on long-term development objectives which is
currently an important and successful undertaking of the United Nations
system. I also welcome the establishment of a new unit by UNITAR in Dakar to
continue the work begun at the Conference on Africa and the Future, held in
1977. UNITAR has also been playing an increasingly active role in the
important field of energy and natural resources, and has recently established
a programme, in collaboration with UFDP, on heavy crude and tar sands.

In both its research and training programmes UKITAR has endeavoured to
respond to the requests of the General Assembly to place emphasis on the
requirements of the new international economic order, to v/hich our
Organization attaches such fundamental importance.

The United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UKIDIR) is now in
full operation in Geneva within the framework of UHITAR. The report of the
Advisory Council and the work programme snd budget for 1^83 are now bsfore
you, and your deliberations will be helpful in developing the proposed
projects which will be discussed in detail at the second session of the
Advisory Council later this month.

The importsnt contribution that is being made by UKITAR in all these
fields has been justly recognized in both developed and developing countries.
I hope that this recognition will result in substantial increases in the
voluntary contributions by Member States, as recommended by the General
Assembly last year in its resolution 35/53.

(more)
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I wish to commend the Chairman and the members of the Board of Trustees,
as well as the Executive Director and his staff, for the intensive efforts
they have made to reduce the current deficit of the Institute. Upon the
request of the Executive Director, the Administrative Management Service of
the United Nations has just completed a management review of UNITAR. I
commend the Executive Director on this initiative and hope its recommendations
will help enhance the effectiveness of the Institute and help ensure a
balanced budget for 1982. Obviously, this cannot be achieved without some
sacrifices which I am sure the Board will consider carefully. I trust that
Member States and foundations will help reinvigorate the Institute through
increased contributions and support.

Please accept my wishes for success in your important deliberations.

* *** *


