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Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General,

I have listened with deep emotion to the words of wel-

come which you have just addressed to me. They reflect the

confidence and the trust my colleagues in this Hall have

placed in me and the honour they have done to my country

in appointing me to this high office. I should like to thank

them most warmly for their support and also express my grati-

tude to the President and the members of the Security Council

for unanimously recommending my name to the General Assembly.

Mr. President, I am profoundly aware that the important

tasks defined by the Charter which have been entrusted to me

entail heavy responsibilities. It is my solemn pledge that

I will try to fulfill them to the best of my abilities with

impartiality and a deep sense of personal commitment.

Almost all of my colleagues present here know me personally

and many of them have worked with me for many years. They might

remember me as Permanent Observer of Austria to the United

Nations as long ago as 1955 or from my more recent tours of

duty at the United Nations. They know that I come from a perma-

nently neutral country, a country which does not rely on mili-

tary alliances and which has a vital interest in the promotion

and implementation of the principles and provisions of the

United Nations Charter. In my new role as Secretary-General

of the United Nations I shall continue to pursue these objectives

and contribute actively to a strengthening of the organization

in order that the United Nations might develop into an effective

instrument for the performance of all the functions envisaged in

the Chapter, /o
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At present the United Nations has arrived at an important

cross roads. The participation of the People's Republic of

China is a major step on the road towards universality which

will no doubt increase the United Nations capability of working

for the objectives of the Charter. A further step in this

direction would be the admission of the divided countries which

I hope will be brought about in the not too distant future.

A brief look at the membership table of this organization

makes us realize that more than two thirds of the member nations

belong to the developing countries. They represent the vast

majority of mankind and their problems deserve our closest attention

in the carrying out of our tasks. It has been said before that

development is the key to peace. Accordingly, in carrying out

the primary objective of the Charter, which is the maintenance of

international peace and security, we have to see to it that the

basic elements upon which peace and prosperous evolution are built

are recognized and made available for our common good.

Mutual confidence and trust in the procedures of peaceful

settlement of disputes as well as in the peace-making and peace-

keeping functions of the United Nations, together with harmonious

economic and social development, are the essential aspects of

this problem.

The United Nations should be a centre for political and

economic development alike, where due regard is also given to the

furtherance of unanimously accepted rules of conduct between

nations.
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In order to ensure the successful functioning of the United

Nations, the financial solvency of the organization is a basic

prerequisite without which resolutions and decisions remain mere

declarations of intent. Indeed, in this field as well as in the

political and economic field, the credibility of our organization

is directly linked with the problem of implementingdecisions once

taken.

Mr. President,

In order to be able to discharge the heavy responsibilities

entrusted to me and if I am to overcome the difficulties facing

the organization, I shall need the full support of all member

states, I shall need their cooperation and I shall have to rely

on the understanding and friendship of my colleagues. I myself

will endeavour to cooperate and communicate with them very closely

in every possible way.

I shall also need the loyal collaboration of all the members

of the Secretariat. I have first-hand experience of the variety

of problems with which an administration of such dimensions is

confronted. This experience will prompt me to give all the

necessary consideration to matters related to the effective

functioning of the United Nations machinery.

Mr. President,

In the fulfillment of my mandate I shall continue in the

direction indicated by my distinguished predecessor Secretary-

General U Thant. In trying to come nearer to the goal set out

by the Charter, I hope I shall make as much headway as he did and

I will endeavour to be imaginative and realistic as he was in
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devising new approaches to the common objectives which unite us

in this organization.

I should like to conclude with a deep-felt tribute to

Secretary-General U Thant to whom I pay homage for the outstanding

example and high standards he has set "both in the conduct of this

organization and as a colleague and friend.
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Monsieur le President,

Afin d'etre en mesure de m'acquitter des lourdes responsabilite's qui m'incombent et

de surmonter les difficult̂ s auxquelles 1'Organisation doit faire face, J'aurai besoin

de 1'appui total et de la cooperation de tous les Etats Membres et je devrai compter sur

la compreliension fet 1'amit i6 de mes collegues. Je M'efforcerai de coop̂ rer et de

raaintenir les rapports les plus dtroits avec eux.

J'aurai besoin egalement de la collaboration loyale de tous les membres du

Secretariat. Moi-mSme, j'ai une experience pratique des differents problemes qui

. une administration de telle dimensions. Cette experience m'aidera a donner toute
la consideration necessaire rtfinr nfifnlrrri rnlrttjdniiir/mi fone t ionnementJpteTc e t if du dispositif
administratiffues Nations Unies.
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every possible way.

I shall also need the lov̂ d collaboration of all the

members of the Secretariat^ I xag&e&f- have first-hand
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\
TEST OF STATEMENT.BY PRESIDENT, ADAM MALIK.'

AT CLOSING OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Mr. Secretary-General

Fellow representatives,

In keeping with tradition, allow me to address you once more before bringing

this twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly to a close. Let me first of

all thank those who have just conveyed such kind sentiments to me, on behalf of

the various committees and regional groups, as well as their respective delegations,

In return, I would like to express my'feelings of gratitude and satisfaction at

the work we have been able, to accomplish together over the past three months.

This could only have been achieved through the goodwill, hard work .and dedication

of all representatives of the 132 Member States, and all the members of the

Secretariat.

Separate mention should also be made of the Vice-Presidents of the General

Assembly, and the Chairmen and officers of the Main Committees, who have shared

with me the responsibilityo.jof steering this Assembly. I am greatly indebted to

them for their unfailing support and generous co-operation.

To my friend and constant counsel, Constantin Stavropoulos, I would like

to extend my special thanks. The expert assistance which he and his excellent

staff have given me throughout this session has not only facilitated our work,

but has been a memorable experience for me personally, for which I am extremely

grateful. The same sentiments are addressed to all the members of the Secretariat;

those who have been with us in the Committee meetings and the plenary sessions

as well as those silent workers who laboured day and night to make it possible

for us to conclude this session in reasonable time.

(more)
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I would, like also to take a few minutes to pay tribute to our retiring

Secretary-General, and to -welcome his successor. In the past ten years that

U Thant has placed himself at the service of the United Nations, all of us have

had occasion to experience those qualities for which he has become so well known:

quiet dignity and firm leadership, great wisdom and the courage of his convictions.

His unfailing devotion to the aims of the United Nations has been one of the

mainstays which have enabled our Organization to endure, and to mature,, in the

face of the great challenges of our time. His part in making the United Nations

what it is today will long be remembered, and will stand as an inspiration to

others in the years to come.

We all regret seeing him leave, but we respect his decision. To U lhant,

and to his family, may I, on behalf of the General Assembly, extend our very best

wishes, adding the hope that, whatever U Thant may choose to do, the United

Nations may continue to benefit from his vise counsel and experience.

To succeed U Thant. is not an easy task. But I am confident that Mr. Kurt

Waldheim, our new Secretary-General, will do so with credit and honour for

himself, his country and for the entire United Nations system. I would like to

reaffirm.the pledges of confidence and support made earlier in the session by

the various Member States, and to assure him that we will do our utmost to

lighten his burden and to work closely with him in serving the higher interests

of our world Organisation.

Fellow Representatives,

We all know that only posterity will be able to judge impartially the real

achievements of the twenty-sixth session which we are about to conclude. It is

difficult for us to speak of success within these walls when the threat and use

of force continue to exist in the world community, and our sorrow at the untold

sufferings they bring is matched only by frustration at our inability to put a

final stop to them.

Still, I think we can point to some notable progrees accomplished in other

directions during the course of this session. Many of you will agree with me

when I say that we are concluding one of the most important chapters in the

history of the United Nations, and certainly the most eventful in many years,

attracting wide public attention. It may also prove to have been a session

(more)
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which laid the groundwork for a reinvigorated and re-dedicaied United Nations,

"better equipped to meet the grave and pressing problems before us.

Among the important questions resolved at this session, the restoration of

the lawful rights of the People's Republic of China in the United Nations no

doubt stands out as an event of far-reaching significance. After having been

confronted by this probleiu for over two decades, the Assembly this year

conclusively affirmed the rightful participation of the PeopleTs. .Republic of

China in the councils of our Organization. ¥el.all share the ardent hope that the

Organization will thereby be strenghened in its capacity to fulfil its basic

aim of becoming a universal and effective forum for harmonizing the actions of

r,ll nations, in pursuance of the purposes and principles of the Charter.

The Assembly this year took another long step towards our cherished goal

of true universality of mombersliip* By the entry of five new Member States, all

of them. Asian — Bahrain, Bhutan, Oman, Qatar and United Arab Emirates — United

Nations membership is now brought to 132 States, many of which attained their

statehood as a result of decolonization. Thus,, as United Nations membership

continues to widen, eventually, I hope, taking in, the divided countries as well,

the voice of the Organization when it speaks on behalf of all peoples of the

world will be strengthened accordingly.

However, in spite of the gains we made during the session, there were also

areas in which we failed to make any progress. Our inability to prevent the

outbreak of war between India and Pakistan, and even more seriously, to put a

stop to it once it had broken out, causing death and suffering to millions,

stands as a grave setback to our Organization, ¥e may feel relieved that the

guns have been silenced but we must not close our eyes to the human suffering

that resulted from the conflict. ¥e have seen the tragic results of uncontrolled

conflict in South Asia, and it should stand as a warning to us to prevent a

recurrence in the Middle East through positive action on the resolution the

"Assembly has adopted during this session.

From the point of view of the very survival of the United Nations, I am

sure you will agree that the financial situation is o±r most pressing problem.

Yet, again, we have to come to the regrettable conclusion that it has not improved.

(more)
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My predecessorEdvard Hambro, very graciously acceded to the Secretary-General's

request to make efforts to find ways and means to solve our financial difficulties.

I am sure I speak on behalf of all the members of the General Assembly when I

extend to Dr. Hambro our sincere thanks for the time and"labour he has devoted

to this task. However, he has had to report that, despite nearly a year's work

no way out of the crisis has been found.

There is still hope for a solution in the fact that negotiations among the

major Powers have not been broken off, although no agreement has yet been

reached. Further, substantial voluntary contributions have been pledged, and

here I would like to note that contributions made by the developing countries,

while very small in comparison with the whole, represent a very definite

commitment on their part, considering the great difficulties they are facing in

financing even their own development programmes.

Before adjourning the twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly I believe

it is not only my privilege, but also my duty as President, to voice some

thoughts on the present situation of our Organization and the options that the

future seems to offer for it as it moves towards the second quarter century of

its existence.

¥e cannot escape the fact that the United Nations is now undergoing a most

dangerous crisis. At this very moment, our Organization is struggling for

survival on many fronts: financially, operationally and politically.

Now more than ever, it is not wordŝ  but actions that are needed to make our

Organization become what it was intended to be: an instrument, a tool forged

by our membership to overcome the problems of mankind, to create a world of

the true universal fraternity of all men and all nations. The United Nations

is the only concrete promise we have for a better world of tomorrow, a world

of peace, justice and progress. The only alternative is a world of death and

destruction.

Never before have the options been so clear and imperative. Let us be

aware that here in the United Nations we do have the means to make the correct

choice, and the machinery to carry it through. But we must admit that all too

often we have failed. Tie have failed to utilize this machinery to achieve the

purposes and objectives for which it was fashioned. Instead of competing in

hostile rhetoric, let us join hands in cultivating generosity and tolerance.

(more)



- .5 ~ • Press Release
22 December 1971

Time and again ve have witnessed our Organization's ineffectiveness and

inability to prevent var, to eratidacte poverty and prejudice. In my opinion,

such paralysis is due in great measure to old.habits of thought inherited from

centuries of conflict and distrust. All too- frequently we have witnessed actions

contrary to the purposes and principles of iihe Charter, as if war were still

a lesser price to pay than negotiation and compromise. In forgetting the lessons

of war we have neglected the promises of peace.

But we must realize that the vaule of peace lies not merely in the absence

of Var or organized violence, but more no in the fact that through friendship,

understanding and co-operation we can achieve our common goals and aspirations to

which we all pledged adherence on joining the United Nations. Our problems are

common not only because of moral reasons and concern for our fellow human beings,

but also because in this modern world no nation can isolate itself. The advances

of science and technology have made us all interconnected and interdependent.

Starvation in a remote area of the globe, for instance, may evolve into a threat

to the survival of the strongest and the mightiest. The pollution of the

environment by the chemicals of the rich may desolate the fields of the poorest.

The affront of the rights of man anywhere is a wound to the dignity of all mankind.

But interdependence does not only mean the sharing of problems. It gives

us the unprecedented opportunity to aci; in concert, and indeed JnaKes it imperative

for us to do so. We have adequate machinery available in the United Nations

within the framework of the Charter. If in some cases, we have failed, that

failure cannot, in my opinion, be attributed to any inherent flaws in the Charter.

The flaw lies in ourselves, in our continued reliance on concepts ©f absolute

State sovereignty. In the interdependent world of the present, if real progress

is to be made by the international society, we shall have to learn to bend to

the collective will and not to interpose the wall of sovereignty. Coming from a

developing country as I do, I cannot but express the hope that the coming third

session of UWCTAD may signal the beginning of this collective will for concerted

action that will lead to a better tomorrow for all of us.

(more)
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Let us conclude this session of the General Assembly with a call ̂ °

fraternity and co-operation. Let us rededicate ourselves to our common ideals

and aspirations. Let us work for peace with actions for peace. Let us ensure

that the twenty-seventh session of the Assembly will find the United Nations

strong and viable, out of insolvency and able to act as it should. ¥e must

rise above distrust and suspicion if we are to meet our duties and obligations.

It is on the basis of my cautions optimism that we can accomplish this

goal and that this twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly represents a

small step toward this objective, that I extend to you, my friends and colleagues,

my best wishes for the coming holiday season and for the Hew Year.

* * #

I .invite representatives £0 stand and observe a minute of silent prayer

or meditation.

I declare closed the twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly.

«


