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Mana Ri.ver Onion (}.fRU) Extraordina.ry Summi.. t .o f
He ds of , State nd Government on Ebo1a, Conakry,
15 F bruary 2015

1. At the invitation of President Alpha Cqnde of .Gu i n e a
and the Secretary-General of the Mana Riv~r Union (MRO),
Hajah Dr Saran Daraba Kaba, I participated ' i n the
Extraordinary Summit on Ebola of Heads of State and
Government of t he 'MRU which was held in Conakry, Republic of
Guinea, on 15 February. The main objective was tq establish
a .c ommo n MRU , .p os i t i on in advance of the Conference on Ebola
organized by 'the European Union on 3 March~ Our invitation
was extended in the context of the UN support to··,MRO Member
states in their fight to overcome the broad cha~lenges posed
by the EVD to t~eir ~pcieties, especi~lly i~ relation to
cross-border is~u13's arid . the 8ub-re(gional dimension of t,he
crisis.

2'. President Alpha Conde of Guinea hosted the Sumrr,it as
the current Chair of the ,MRO. In attendance were Presidents
El.len -Johson·-Sirleaf .of Liberia .a n d Ernest Bai Kormoa of

_Si e r r a Leone, as well 't h e ' 'Mi n i s t e r of ,state', Minister for '
' Forei g~ Affairs Cha~les Kifty·piby who represented ~i~~id~nt'~
Al.aae azie ouattara of Cote d'I·voire . .r was aqcompanied by the
WHO Deputy D:iz:ector Gene·ral. fo~ Ebol,a, . ,M~. Bzuoe I Aylward. ~

',Fo l l 'o wi n g the Lonq-e c Los e d d oor meeting'; ~nd··tb~ir ~cheduled

' d e p a r t u r e , the Heads of State did' not address the~~' ~~~'_' ~

e es s Lon , However, upon the re.quest from ··Pr e s i d.e n t EIVED
among his peers, I made a statement on behalf of
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Nations. This was the only statement made at the open
session of the summit, apart from the final Communique read
by the MRU Secretary General.

3. T~e Summit adopted the attached Declaration of Heads of
state presenting a harmonized appzoach towards the emergency
fight against Ebola as we Ll, as for the post-Ebola sociQ;7; - .._....:.. _.
economic recovery. Key points emphasized in the Declaration
include: (i) the adoption of a joint strategy to reach the
target of "Zero· Ebola Infection' wi thin 60 days, effective
st.a r t Ln q 15 February for the t.h.r e e 'c o u n t r i e 3 ; (ii) the
request to international partners to 'plan/manage their
exits responsib1y' c highlighting the concerns ' over donor
fatigue; (iii) the common need £o~ debt cancellation and
budget support; (iv) the .endorsem~nt of the Post-Ebola '
SoCio-Economic Frameworks adopted at Ministerial-level; and
(v) welcoming the World Bank's proposal for a 'Post-Ebola
Recovery Marshall Plan'.

4. In relation to the 'Marshall Plan', a consensus seems
to have emerged in the closed-door. discussions that favor ·
from now on a sub-regional approach, by opposition to a
count.r-y-iby-icourrtry approach.. The fe 'eling was expressed that
the divide of lead countries for Ebola-affected states
according to historical lines had no t; facilitated enhanced
solidarity across the three count~ies. Between the ~ines

should therefore be read an unwritten agreement to favour 'a
collective approach to the internation~l support, with ~ame'

treatment and dono~s working equally across all countries ..
This should be. trans!ated for example .in the agreement to
declare the crisis over only when all MRU affected countries
have completed the required Ebola-free period.

5. In my s t.at.emerrt , I commended the affected countries for ·
the positive results achieved in the fight against Ebola and
for the leadership of their . leaders. I also recalled the UN
continued commitment to assist in preserving the hard-won
achie·vem·ent~ and peace gains d.n -the MRU Basin. I however
underlined the need to maintain th~ 'mornentum until the last
case, since no country w~l~ be free unti1 all are free of
Ebola . .To . t.h a t; end, I p.l.eaded ' fox ' reinforc.ed cross-border
cooperation and sub-r~gi6nal approaches to fight Ebola as
well as for . preparing the post-Ehola recovery phase. I
underlined the necessity of the engagement of local
communities to reach long-lasting ~uccess in fighting
again~t the epidemic and ~eiterated the UN readineas to
support them through the post-Ebola recovery phase. In
concluqing, I .highlighted the need, as the three countries
are st~rtinq to show pos~tive national-led results ~n their

. battle against Ebola and as we . slowly move into the recovery
phase, to start preparing for UNMEER trans~tion plan with a
progressive handover of capacities and resources to the UN
agencies, funds and programs.
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6. A two-day techn~cal expert and 'mi n i s t e r i a l meet~ng on"
" 13-14 February orgari"ized by the MRO secretariat had preceded

the Summit. Na·tional .delegationa of experts from the Member
States, with support by UN staff from the three countries,
prepared two main documents for Ministerial endorsement in
view of the Surrroit: (i) The ~Getting to Zero Plan u

, an
integrated and strategic Ebola response capability; and (ii)
A Position Paper on a Sub-Regional Recovery Framework, to
agree on .top recovery priorities at sub-regional and
national levels.

Observations

. 7. This Summit confirmed the strong will by the Heads of
state of the· MRU to show an enhanced s o Ld.daz Ltiy and their
determination to come up with a harmonized approach,
especially in v~ew of the 3 March Conference in Brussels.

· W~th the efiective leadership of its current Chair,
· P r e s i d e n t Conde· and under the key impulse of its Secretary
General Ms. Daraba Kaba, the three ~ountries are fo~nding

much hope on the ~Ma~shall Plan" to be pr~sented to the
international partners. Illustrating this new sub-regional
common resolve, Prea~dent Johnson-Sirleaf was appointed by
the summit as spoxeepexaon for the MRU at the 3 March
Conference in Brussels. '

Bes.t regards.

(Drafted by UNMEER/Guinea]
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DECLARATION OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE MANO

RIVER UNION ON THE ERADICATION··OF EBOLA AND POST EBOLA SOCIO
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The Heads ofState andGovernment ofthe Mana River Union (MRV). D8D1ely H.E. Professor

Alpha CONDB~ President of the Republic of Guinea, CbainnaD of the MRU and host .ofth

.Sum mltj HE. Madafn Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf; President of the .Republic of Liberia.; H.E. Dr.

Ernest Bat Koroma, President of the Republic CifSierra. Leone and Minister Charles Koffi

DlBY representing H.E. Alassane OUATTARA, President of the Republic of Cote d'lvoire

met on lS~ February, 2015 in Conakry, RepubJic o,f Guinea, to adopt. common strategies to

end tbe EboJ~ Virus Dis~ase (EVD) epidemic in the sub.~on,·and address the post BOOla

socio-economic development recovery needs,

. As a result ofthe one day working visit OD 10th February. 2015 to Liberia and Sierra Leone by

H.E. Professor Alpha CONDE as .Chainnan oCtile MRU to discuss regional efforts to combat

·the EVD epidemic, they agreed to bold an Ex.traordinary Summit on ISth February, 2015 in

Conakry, Republic of Guinea. to be preceded ~y a technical and ministerial meeting on 13th.

and ] 4th. FcbnJiu"Y. 201' aimed at developing tbe.Bub-rcgiooaland countty ~ifll; strategies.

The leaders expressed thei( deep.. condolences to.~fam.ilies.of Ute victims across !hC: three
.. .. . . . - .:"'\i-:' . _

Countries especially those of the 'health personnel who were in the forefront of fighting the

. epidemic. Also, they expressed their concerns about the wellbeing oftheir populations and the

risks associated with their development agendas,

Having reviewed the documents produced, the Heads ofState and Govemmene

1. . R~pizedthe ~rts· that.·~ve been made by the Member States BJld th~ i~mat!~nal

community, which have resu1t~ in the decline ofabola infections and death rates and

1
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6.

7.

commit to achieving a d~ero EOOla Infection" within 60 days effective today 15

February 2015 and called upon the Internatlonal Community to provide all necessary
, ~

support to meet this objective~ oc·.. ··

Approved the strategy for reaching and sustaining zero Ebola infection in the sub-region

with special emphasis on infection prevention control; social mobilization, community

engagement, surveillance, cross border coliaboration, instituting robust and sustainable

sociat protection programmes, providing memaland.peychosoclal support and ensuring

"coordination;

Recognized that to get to and s.ta.y at zero will depend on their collective political will

needed to provide' the enabling environment to translate intervention strategies into

actions;

Advocated that international partners "shoul~ plan ond manage their exits responsibly

dictated by the epidemiology while ensuring that capacity is transferred adequately to .

national institutions; and achieve seamless flow 0.£ information amongst nations at all

levels;

Endorsed the Post Bbola Socia-Economic Frameworks prepared by the Ministers in

orderto mobilize the required resources forimplementation;

Noted the emphasis put on.' iilst1tuting sustainable healthcare delivery systems;

reopening of educational institutions, revitalizing the agrl.cul~ sector, addressing the

needs of women, c~)dren., youtht orphans, survivors ~t1 persons with disability,

implementing the' Mano River Union-African Development Bank Initiative on critical

infrastructure needs and improving governance; .

Directed the Ministers 10 barmoni~ and consolidete the regional and country specific . ' . .
" . " ..~ ·~~~~i~~:~~:. "· "

docnmems, Including the COstS of lnterventions to be,presented at ~~ Brussels meeting~~:;~::<~":.. · '

or:' ,3rd March 20) 5'wi'tb."th~ aim ofmobilizing th~r~~ support;

8. ' Welcomed planned meetings by bna~ral and rilultt'ateral partners and urged th~m to

adopt the M.RU plan and country specific strategies and call upon them to go beyond

bilateral ties and relationsbi'ps in.supponing the a:ffected countries;

I •.::....: :-~. ::....: . ..... . .

9. Welcomed the World "Bank' s.proposaJ to establish:a Post-Bbola Recovery Marshall Plan

with dedicated resources. They agreed that this is the best way fomrd and~ .'the"

deVelopment partifers.;t9·tili~ country systems for.disbursements and lmplementation

ofPost-Ebola Recovery acti\'iti~;

2
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10. Called strongly on the International Community to provid~ direct budget support and

debt cancellation for the affected countries: .

1 J. Called upon all partners to renew their commitmentto mutual accountability and ensure

full disclosure ofall resourcescommitted to the fight against Ebola;

12. Called on Development Partners to renew thea commitments to ' the New Deal

Principles and country-specific Mutual Accountability Frameworks'as the main levers

to guide post Ebola recovery Interventions;

13. Agreed that in suppon of PO!t- EboJa Recovery Members States will allocate a

proportion of their public investment to local Small and Medlwn Scale EnteTPrises. ,This

decision wiU improve the resilience of their economies by supporting national

productionand creatingemployment opportunities; and

'14 . Appointed H.E. President Ellen Johnson Slrleafas Spokesperson for the MRU at the 3rd
.

March 2015 European Union EbataConference inBrussels.

The Heads of State and Government commended the h4RU Secretariat for .organizing and

facilitating the SUnunlt. TIley'appreciated the solidarity manifested by Cote d'Ivofre through

the ECOWAS Initiative in deployingh~tbcare workers to the affected MemberStates,

~ Heads of States and Government~ed all ·airline carriers thathave maintained flights

to the affected countries and particularly commended Member State COte d'Ivoire for the

early resumption of Air Cote d'Ivoire fljghts and called on other regional carriers to emulate

this good example.

President Madam Ellen Johnson-Sirleafof Liberia, President Dr Ernest Bai Koroma of Sierra

Leone and ~~ster Charles Koffi DIBY ~resentingPresldent Alassane OUATTARA of

Cote d.'Ivolre, renewed to President Alpha·CONDE of GU.:hiea their friendship and solidarity

and thankedhim for hosting the Summit. '

His Excellency Professor Alpha CONDEtbanked his colleagues for the honour vested on his

cOU:JllrY to host tile extraordinary SUmmit as a cornerstonein strengthening the friendship and.

,kins~p that Unite their peoples and enable them to stand together,

3


