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Dear Mr. Secretary-General,

Development Assistance Committee, and its
Relevance to the UN Development Group Idea

The High-Level Meeting of the OECD/DAC met in Paris 5-6 May, 1997. I attended,
as in the past, representing UNDP and the UN Development Cooperation Group.

The main topics were familiar to us in the United Nations. Indeed, we participated
heavily in the preparation of the DAC papers reviewed at the meeting. Among the DAC
topics: implementation of the DAC development goals (all drawn from UN conferences,
including halving absolute poverty by 2015); conflict, peace, and development cooperation
(which parallel our ACC discussion); good governance for sustainable people-centred
development; the United Nations GA Special Session on Environment and Development;
globalization and development; and declining development on this last subject, preliminary
DAC data indicate that official development assistance (ODA declined between 1995 and
1996 by about 3. 5 percent. Thus, ODA continues its downward march for three years in a
row.

Conversations at the High-Level DAC meeting underscored for me a special set of
reasons for moving to the UN Development Group (UNDG) concept. Normally, the
UNDG is justified in terms of (1) increasing UN efficiency and effectiveness, and (2)
demonstrating to UN critics that we can make major systemic changes that rationalize our
structure. But I became impressed here by a third reason: the need to build the UN's
cohesion and unity so that we can be a stronger collaborator and, on occasion, competitor
with other centers of development assistance. We are increasingly disadvantaged in the
United Nations by being divided and by spending much tune and energy internally,
(coordinating, negotiating, infighting, etc.). Individually, UN entities are relatively small;
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together we are potentially a significant force. If the UN were together, we could become
a focal point for overall donor cooperation. But, in a declining resource environment, we
cannot compete, much less lead, in our current structure.

I hope these comments are helpful. If I can elaborate on them, I would be pleased
to assist you and Mr. Strong.

Warm regards,

James Gustave Speth




