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TEXT OF STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL IN SECURITY COUNCIL ON 31 MAY

Following is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
in the Security Council on 31 May 1979:

It may be helpful to the Council if I give a brief statement on the
current situation in the UNIFIL area based for the most part on reports from
Major-General Erskine, the Commander of UNIFIL.

Since 2.6 May there has been a heavy daily exchange of artillery and mortar
fire between the de facto forces and the armed elements situated in the Tyre
pocket and to the north of the Litani River. To give some idea of the
magnitude of this exchange, the figures for the last three days are as follows:

On Monday, 28 May, the armed elements fired 51 shells and the de^ fact(3
forces 321. On Tuesday, 29 May, the armed elements fired ihk shells and the
de facto forces 367, On Wednesday, 30 May, the armed elements fired 66 shells
and the de facto forces 1̂ 5- The armed elements fire has been directed
on targets in The de facto fences enclave and the de facto forces fire on
targets in the Tyre pocket, on locations north of the Litani River and also
in the UNIFIL area of operations. General Krskine notes that the majority
of exchanges of fire between the de facto forces and the armed elements
in recent days were initiated by the latter.

The reasons given by Major Haddad for shelling targets In-.the UNIFIL
a.rea of operations are that firing is being directed on Major Haddad's
forces from inside the UNIFIL area of operations. This was also the reason
given by him for rejecting on 28 May UNIFIL's proposal for a cease-fire which
had been accepted by the armed elements. After an exhaustive investigation
and checking with approximately 100 UNIFIL posts in the area of operations,
UNIFIL has totally rejected this allegation. A public statement to this
effect was made on 30 May.

(more)
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In the past 72 hours the main developments in the UWIFIL area of
operations have been as follows:

(1) 3 artillery shells fired by the de facto forces fell on the
village of As Siddiqin in the Dutch Contingent area, killing four civilians
and wounding • one.

(2) 12 artillery shells from the same source fell in the centre of
the village of Hsbbarye in the Norwegian sector. One of these shells
impacted on the roof of a shelter occupied by several Norwegian soldiers.

(3) In the village of Haris one shell badly damaged the building
occupied by the headquarters of the Dutch battalion.

The inhabitants of these and several other villages are in a state
of extreme disturbance at the prospects of this situation continuing
and'this has inevitably shaken their confidence in UHIFIL.

Today, Jl May, General Siilasvuo and General Erskine have undertaken
a new effort with all the parties concerned to agree to a formal cease-fire
as of 1300 hours GMT.

I have just Iseen informed by General Siilasvuo that all firing has
ceased since 0800 hours local time this morning, and that the de facto
forces have now also agreed to the cease-fire.

I should also make reference to certain recent incidents which took
place outside the UKIFIL area of ooerations since these incidents have;.a
Direct bearing on the situation in southern Lebanon. There were recently
a number of bomb explosion incidents in Israel, particularly one on 23 May,
and a series of air, sea and land strikes by Israeli forces directed at
targets in Lebanon north of the IMIFIL area of operation. These incidents
have been the subjectof letters addressed to me by the representatives of
Israel and Lebanon and by the PLO, which have been circulated as documents
of the Security Council. I have recently received a further letter from
Chairman Arafat on this matter.

I am deeply concerned at the situation which has developed in the
past few days. There can be no question that if a cea,se-fire is not
maintained;, the exodus of the civilian population will increase, as will the
risk of loss of life both to the civilian population and to UMIFIL
personnel.

As regards the general situation of UNIFIL, since 15 May when the
President of the Council made a. statement on this matter to the Council,
there have been continuous efforts to facilitate progress on the four points
originally mentioned in my report of 12 Januaxy 1979 (S/13026, para. 22) and,
a.s. an immediate priority, the improvement of the security of United Nations
Headquarters at Naqoura.

(more)
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The long term aim of these efforts has been to further UWIFIL's deployment
in the whole of its area of operations. This is a prerequisite for the
progressive restoration of the authority of the Lebanese Government in the
area as required by resolutions U25 and hhh. Further meetings with the
appropriate authorities are to be held in the area in the next day or two
and I ha.ve asked General Siilasvuo to come to Headquarters immediately
thereafter for consultations on this and other matters.

I hope very much that an effective cease-fire can be maintained. I also
would appreciate the continuing support of those Governments who are,, in the
words of Security Council resolution hhk, "in a position to bring their
influence to bear on those concerned so that UNTFIL can discharge its
responsibilities fully and unhampered". For nr.y part I shall pursue
all possible means of securing the effective implementation of UNlFIL's
mandate.

In conclusion, Mr. President, may I express to you my deep
appreciation for the grea,t efforts which you yourself have made in
pursuit of the goals which this Council has set for UNIFIL.
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It gives me great pleasure to address this message to the

participants of the Fourth Interregional Seminar on Government

Auditing.

At a time when we are designing the policies of a new inter-

national economic order, we are aware of the important contri-

bution that government auditing makes to the effective management

of the public sector programmes in the developing countries.

I am pleased to note that the Seminar will be dealing with

substantive issues of accounting and auditing for development.

While it is true that changes of a structural and institutional

character are necessary to promote economic development in

developing countries, accounting systems are essential for

providing the information for decision-making and for ensuring

that national development is proceeding along planned lines.

In order to fulfill these requirements, the concept of auditing

has changed considerably in recent years. While there was more

emphasis previously on the technical aspects of auditing, it

has become evident that auditing must increasingly deal with

the performance of public organizations and their contribution

to national development.

The exchange of views and experiences among the participants

of this Seminar will undoubtedly make an important contribution
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to productivity and effectiveness in programme management.

As

in

there is growing interest in all parts of the world

in the ideas and techniques for monitoring the performance

of national development, we all stand to benefit greatly

from your deliberations.

I send you my best wishes for a successful Seminar.
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TEXT OF SECRETARY-GENERAL'S APPEAL TO HEADS OF GOVERNMENT

I wish to refer to the urgent question of refugees and displaced persons
from Indo-China. During my recent mission to South-East Asia, the leaders of
these countries raised this question. The acute humanitarian problem posed by
the large outflow of people uprooted from Indo-China is a source of the most
serious concern to Governments, and to the United Nations.

The number of refugees and displaced persons from Indo-China in South-East
Asian countries of first asylum has been increasing since 1975 and has
dramatically risen since the summer of 1978. Last month alone, more than
25,000 "boat people" arrived in various countries of the region and tens of
thousands crossed the border into Thailand, while in the same months only
8,̂ 100 left the region for countries of resettlement. Figures for May indicate
that an even higher number will be added this month to the quarter of a million
presently in camps awaiting resettlement places.

Although much has been done to help alleviate human suffering in the
area and to find lasting solutions, this problem has now reached crisis
proportions. Within the United Nations system, the primary responsibility
for humanitarian action in response to refugee problems around the world lies
with the High Commissioner for Refugees. In accordance with its mandate, the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees has made every
effort to protect and assist those who have left and continue to leave Indo-
China. The cornerstone of IMHCR's work is the internationally-accepted
humanitarian principle of asylum. Without a generous policy of at least
temporary asylum, there can be no basis for humanitarian action. The countries
of South-East Asia already bear a heavy burden as a result of the outflow from
Indo-China. They share, with so many other countries, the consequences of the
alarming increase in the number of the world's refugees — today more than
10 million. I would, however, appeal to them, as I did during my mission to the
region, that they continue to grant asylum. Those who arrive should not be
turned away.

Once asylum is granted, lasting humanitarian solutions must be found.
These solutions are possible only if Governments make every effort, both singly
and jointly, to see how they can best contribute, a.nd if they translate good

(more)
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intentions into action. Since the autumn of last year, the number of countries
providing opportunities for permanent settlement, and the number of such
opportunities, has doubled. At present, countries have offered 108,000
resettlement places outside South-East Asia and this number is likely to surpass
120,000 soon. However, the escalating influx demonstrates dramatically the
necessity for additional resettlement offers and I would, therefore, urge that
such offers be increased over and above those already announced to match this
acute and growing need.

During my recent discussions in Hanoi, the Vietnamese authorities reiterated
their decision to permit orderly departures. Such an arrangement would cover
family reunion cases and also take into account other humanitarian considerations,
provided entry visas have been granted by the countries of new residence.

Another recent development was last week's meeting of Governments in
Djarkata to discuss the ASEAN proposal for processing centres to be established
in the region. Such centres would serve to accommodate those for whom resettle-
ment commitments exist but who face a long wait before they can move to permanent
resettlement countries. The first such centre is expected to be established on
the Indonesian island of Galang; a further site has been offered by the Government
of the Philippines.

However, orderly departures from Viet Ham and establishment of processing
centres can not, per se, solve the refugee crisis in South-East Asia. Unfailing
commitment and efforts by countries in and outside the region are needed. UMHCR
can proceed to carry out its humanitarian tasks in South-East Asia only if con-
tinued and increased financial support is forthcoming. At present, UNHCR is
spending some $7 million per month to meet urgent needs for the minimum care and
maintenance of refugees and displaced persons, and if the rate of arrivals
continues to rise, so will financial requirements.

I, therefore, appeal to Governments to give the highest priority to measures
which are necessary to meet this humanitarian crisis. I call on them in the most
urgent terms to increase their financial contributions to the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and to join in the search for
lasting solutions by making available increased numbers of resettlement places,
to enable those waiting in the camps of South-East Asia to being a new productive
life.

*
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MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY-GEHERAL TO SPECIAL SESSION OF AMTI-APARTHEID COMMITTEE

MEETING IN KINGSTON, JAMAICA

Session to run from 22-25 May

Following is the text of a message by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim to
the opening meeting today of a special session of the Special Committee against
Apartheid, meeting in Kingston, Jamaica:

It gives me much pleasure to send my greetings and best wishes to the
participants in the special session of the Special Committee against Apartheid
in Kingston, Jamaica. I would like to take this opportunity to thank His
Excellency Prime Minister Michael Manley and the Government of Jamaica for their
hospitality in hosting this meeting, a hospitality I was privileged to enjoy
during my recent official visit to Jamaica. Prime Minister Manley's deep
commitment to the elimination of -apartheid and racial discrimination in southern
Africa is well known and was highlighted last year by his selection as a
recipient of the award of the Special Committee for his distinguished service
in this cause. His personal presence at this session underscores his and
his country's dedication to achieving this important objective.

The Special Committee has performed a vital role in acquainting world
public opinion with the grave situation in southern Africa and in encouraging
support of the endeavours of the United Nations towards the elimination of
apartheid. I am confident that this special session will help to reinforce and
give additional impetus to the significant efforts that have already been made
towards this goal.

This meeting is taking place at a time when the situation in southern Africa
is a serious cause for growing international concern. The patient efforts which
have been made towards peaceful solutions in Namibia and Zimbabwe have been
undermined by increasing repression, escalating violence and by attempts to
resolve matters through unilateral action. Urgent international measures are
vitally necessary if a further deterioration of these situations is to be
averted and just and lasting solutions to the serious problems in the region
are to be secured.

(more)
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In South Africa itself, there is no indication that the Government is
moving away from its basic policies of institutionalized racial discrimination.
The repression of opponents of apartheid, the banning of African leaders and
organizations and the continued implementation of the bantustan policy only
contribute to the tension prevailing in the area. South Africa is following
a dangerous course which can only lead to increasingly tragic results unless
it is changed.

As you are aware, apartheid has been condemned by the United Nations
General Assembly as a crime against the conscience and dignity of mankind.
The world Organization has been engaged in a wide range of activities, in
close co-operation with the specialized agencies and the Organization of
African Unity, to promote the speedy elimination of this inhuman system. It
has provided humanitarian and educational assistance to the victims of
apartheid and to student refugees. On k November 1977? the Security Council
took a historic decision to impose a mandatory arms embargo against South
Africa. Moreover, the International Convention for the Suppression and
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid has now been ratified by 51 Member States
of the United Rations. World public opinion and non-governmental organizations
have an important role to play in promoting international consensus to
reinforce these efforts. The Special Committee deserves to be commended for
its endeavours to associate non-governmental organizations with its activities
and to secure their effective co-operation.

This special session can make a significant contribution to the mobilization
of world opinion to hasten the elimination of apartheid in South Africa and
the establishment of a society based on equal human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all.

I would like to extend to you my best wishes for every success in your
important deliberations.
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Statement by the Chairman of the Executive Board,,

Dr. Antonio Ordonez-Plaja

I declare open the 1977 Executive Board session and Special Meeting on the
Situation of Children in Asia.

It is a great privilege for me to make my first formal address as Chairnan
of UNICEF's Executive Board in this opening ceremony under the generous auspices
of a proud nation which has for Eany years been a staunch supporter of the
United Nations,, and most particularly of U1JICEF. You, Mr. President and Madame
Marcos are well known beyond the borders of the Philippines as eloquent and
active spokesmen for the aspirations of developing countries as they strive
towards a new economic and social footing amid the community of nations.

The Meetings being inaugurated today have a special importance. This will
be the first session of our Executive Board to be held in Asia since 1.96k. I
think it particularly fitting that the Boa.rd meet from time, to time in the
regions where UHICEF's work takes place. The Government has been kind enough
to arrange for field visits so that Board members may obtain a first-hand
appreciation of sonic innovative programmes germane to UHICEF's concerns. Unique
to this occasion also is the Special Meeting on the Situation of Children in
Asia ~ with its emphasis on basic services - which begins this afternoon, a.nd
which will lend a substantive dimension of great significance to the ensuing
deliberations of the Executive Board.

In addition, the Board session will provide the first opportunity for n
governmental discussion of the International Year of the Child to be held in
1979 since the Year was proclaimed by the General Assembly last December. This
is a subject of vital interest to all of us.

Within this context, I should like to say that the presence .among us today,
in this beautiful hall, of members of a new generation is as inspiring as it is
right 3 since it is for this new generation that UNICEF exists. We should not
lose touch vith tae aspirations, the'.thoughts 5 the feelings, and the rights of the
children themselves.

I should like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to the President
and the First Lady of the Philippines for their invaluable support to UNICEF.
The First Lady, in particular, at UNICEF's invitation, journeyed from Manila to
participate in the Geneva Colloquium with other distinguished persons in
December 197^- She also reacted immediately to the Board's declaration of the
World Child Emergency and lent her full support to efforts to meet this Emergency ~
a support which resulted in a most practical and appreciated gesture - a doubling
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of the Philippine contribution to UNICEF,, which also helped to stimulate increased
contributions from other, more affluent, countries.

May I also express the appreciation of UWICEF to the Philippine Mission to
the United Nations and especially to the former Chairman of the UWICEF Board,
H. E. Ambassador Warciso Reyes. The work of UWICEF owes much to the leadership of
Ambassador Reyes and his staff. This includes increasing the recognition in
international circles of UTJICEF's role in the developnent process-, initiating
the action which led to the General Assembly's decision to hold an Annual Pledging
Conference for the financial support of UNICEF; and spear-heading a General
Assembly resolution supporting the basic services approach of UNICEF, an approach
which is increasingly beconiing the focus of development attention.

Allow ice, Mr. President, to extend to you the profound gratitude of the
Executive Board for the gracious invitation of the Philippine Government to hold
the 1977 Board Session in Manila. This is a happy conjunction of circumstances
which promises to lend exceptional value to the aspirations which we share and
to our collective endeavours.
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Statement by the Hon. Manuel Collantes,

Acting Secretary of Foreign Affairs

As Acting Secretary of Foreign Affairs, I am honored to address a few words
to the distinguished participants in this important International Conference on

the Situation of Children in Asia.

Because of its dedicated service to the children of the world for the past
three decades, UNICEF has become a household word in the developing countries
where two-thirds of humanity live. Indeed, there was a time when UNICEF was
better known than the United Nations itself. In the remote, forsaken villages
of the Developing Regions of Asia, Africa and Latin America, UHICEF became
synonymous with the United Nations, so much so that when the General Assembly
made it a permanent organization, as the United Nations Children's Fund, the
Agronym UHICEF (which stands for United Nations International Children's
Emergency Fund) was retained because it had been accepted world-wide as the
symbol of international concern for the well-being of children.

I recall this bit of UHICEF history with pride because the Philippines
from the very beginning has actively supported UNICEF and participated
creatively in its work. In the early years, when U1JICEF was still primarily^
concerned with emergency aid to needy children, the Philippines advocated a
more meaningful and long-term involvement with the total well-being of the
child. In time, this became accepted doctrine in the United Nations. And so
we find UNICEF today assisting governments in coping constructively with the
whole .spectrum of children's needs. Rightly regarding the child not as an
isolated object of temporary concern but as the starting point of Healthy
Progressive and Humane National Development.

In a very real sense therefore, the Philippines is an appropriate setting
for this important conference, particularly at this time when our New Society
is making unprecedented strides in Economic and Social Development with
emphasis on its human aspects. This sound approach to National Development,
we are pleased to note, is now increasingly recognized, accepted and applied in
Asia.

The need of the present dynamism of the Philippines is due to the fact that
it is a young nation. At least thirty percent of our total population consists
of children below ten years old. And if we are to combine these children with
others below 21 years old, we have about 20 million children and youth, compri-
sing the largest sector of our population.
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Accordingly, our government, under the energetic and. imaginative leadership
of President Marcos and The First Lady, has left no stone unturned in promoting
the uplift and well-being of our children. Our National Development Planning
and Programmes give priority to the improvement of the quality of life of our
children, and one of the biggest appropriations in our National Budget go to the
education of our children and youth.

Of special interest to this Conference is the First Lady's Program, "Project
Compassion" which is consonant vith the UNICIF concept of basic services. The
project delivers basic services in Food Production., Nutrition, Population Planning
and Environmental Preservation in an integrated package direct to the needy house-
holds in the rural areas of the Philippines. "Project Compassion" was launched
in late 1975, with at least half a million families originally included in the
programme. By the end of this year, and estimated one and a half nillion families
shall have been included.

Distinguished delegates, I have made general references to the manifold
problems facing our children and what our government is doing for the improvement
of their lives. Those probleras are indigenous to all developing countries and in
the days ahead, you will be deliberating on ways and means of ameliorating
their human condition. It is imperative that UNICEF -- and for that matter, the
United Nations System - maximize its assistance to developing countries where
resources are scarce, populations are growing and prospects of increasing food
production in jeopardy.

A very real emergency for children exists. This Conference and UNICEF have
the responsibility3 and the opportunity, to help Asian Governments cope effectively
with this situation. The well-being of millions of children in the developing
countries., the big majority of whom live in Asia, is at stake. In effect, you
shall be dealing with what Mrs. line Ida fioniualdez Marcos has aptly described
in her statement before the UNICEF colloquium in Geneva in 197^, as the Survival
of the Future. I wish you success in your important deliberations.
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Statement by the Executive Director of UNICEF,

Mr. Henry R. Labouisse

Mr. President, Mrs. Marcos, Mr. Chairman, young friends, Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of all of us in UNICEF, I should like to join the Chairman in
expressing deep appreciation to President Marcos, the First Lady, the Government
and the people of the Philippines, for the kind invitation to hold our Executive
Board session in Manila this year.

Just before leaving our New York Headquarters for Manila, I talked with
Secretary-General Waldhein about the meetings which are to take place here,
and he has asked me to convey to all of you his official message and also his
personal greetings. These are his words:r "Mr. President, Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates:

"I should like to convey to you through my friend and
colleague Mr. Henry Labouisse, ray warmest greetings and best
wishes for the success of your special meeting on the situation
of children in Asias and for a productive regular session
of the UNICEF Executive Board.

"l have always attached the greatest importance to the
work of UNICEF. It is, therefore, a matter of particular
satisfaction to me that it is not only carrying on the great
humanitarian tradition it started after World War II, but that,
year by year, it has increased its support to developing
countries in their own efforts to better the lives of their
children. This in itself is a significant achievement.
However, I would like to emphasize how its activities further
the developiTient process and the objectives of the New Interna-
tional Economic Order.

"What is development if it is not to better the lives of
people? And how can their lives be bettered if they do not, as
children, receive such basic necessities as proper nutrition,
access to health services and potable drinking water, and an
education that will enable them to realize their full potential
and make a constructive contribution to their societies? Be-
cause of its commitment to fulfill these fundamental needs,
and because of its impressive history of success - for which,
as we all know, it so deservedly won a Nobel Peace Prize - UNICEF
has rightly become not only one of the best known, but also one
of the most highly valued programmes of the United Nations.
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"It is appropriate that as you meet in Manila you should
address yourselves to the situation of the children of Asia.
I aa confident that the exchange of experiences and the recor.ir.ien~
dations to be femulated by the special noeting -will greatly
assist the governments of the region in strengthening their
services benefiting children.

"Both the session of the Board and the special meeting
take on even greater significance in view of their being the
first to be held after the decision of the General Assembly
to designate 1979 as the International Year of the Child. Your
deliberations here, therefore, constitute a major preparatory
step for the success of the Year, which will focus the world's
consciousness on the essential needs of children who are the
embodiment of our hopes for a peaceful and equitable world.

"Again, I wish you every success, and I also join in
expressing appreciation to the Government and the people
of the Philippines for their generous hospitality in hosting
these neetings.

KUHT WALDJIEIM"

-J

The Secretary-General has r-ferred to the work of UNICEF.
For the benefit of cur young friends in the audience today, let ne say 3
few words about uNICSF and what it rtctually does.

UNICEF was started in 19̂ 6 - just after World War II - for the benefit
and rehabilitation of children arid adolescents who wore the victims of the war.
The existence of an international organization created especially to assist
children - proved so useful that, when the imnedi.ate post-war emergency ended,
UNICEF was asked by the General Assembly of the United Nations to help countries
in the developing world -- in Asia, in Africa,, in Latin Americas in the Middle
East - to strengthen and expand services for their children. So., for the past
30 years,, UNICEF has been involved in helping countries - more than a hundred
of them - to improve the live.?, of their youngest citizens. In Asia alone, in
the past four years, UiflCEF has assisted some 20 countries at a cost of about
$320 aillion.

What sort of things does UNICEF do?

Well, there are so cany that it would be impossible to describe them all
in a short speech. Our action is based on continued co-operation and partnership
with the individual countries concerned. We try to help the people of a country
to build up services « in health,, nutrition or education, for example - which
will be long-lasting and provide better lives for their children in the years
to come. It is toward achievement of these objectives that UltflCEF plays a modest
role,, within its limited resources. These resources, I might add, are all contri-
buted voluntarily -• by governments and. people the world over.
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UNICEF works in three main ways: first, by co-operating with governments
in planing hov best to build up essential services for children;, second, by
providing equipment and supplies which may be difficult to obtain within
the country or which the Government cannot buy because of limited funds. These
may include such things as medicines, vaccines and other supplies for health
units, pipes and pumps for village wells, special foods for those in great
distress, teaching aids and paper for primary schools and for teacher training
institutions, bicycles, jeeps, buses, cars and other vehicles needed to make
the services function effectively. The third way of helping is by providing
stipends and other assistance for the training of personnel to ran the
necessary services.

Obviously, the main tasks and responsibilites are for the countries and
people themselves; UNICEF's participation is a relatively small one - although
I believe it is of great importance. As is the case here in the Philippines,
UNICEF fits its co-operation into the priorities of individual governments,
especially in focusing on services benefiting children in deprived and under-
served areas of the country.

One of the most rewarding things for us is to know that many of the
children' who have been helped by UNICEF in the past are now active and productive
members of their communities - just as we hope that you young people here today
will play your full part in your country's development. Indeed, you will play
a role in the world's development, too - a world growing constantly more inter-
dependent, where your efforts will affect and be affected by those of the citizens
of many other nations. A great poet, John Donne, once said "No Man Is An Island".
The truth of those words is so apparent to all of us now! No person on this
earth, young or old, is an "island", with problems unrelated to anyone else.
I believe that as you grow older, as you struggle to make your own life a
constructive and happy one, it will help you if you choose to participate actively
in the life and development of your whole community and also if you try to
understand the challenges which confront your contemporaries in other countries.
For you will have to live and work all together when the time comes for your
generation to make the world's decisions.

Mr. Chairman, you have expressed eloquently for all of us in UNICEF the
deep gratitude we feel for the support we have received from the Philippines
in carrying on our work. I join you, Mr, Chairman5 in expressing profound
thanks to the First Lady of the Philippines for her great interest in and support
of our work. I should also like to add my own personal thanks to my great friend
Ambassador Reyes who. as Chairman of our Board and head of the Philippine
delegation to UNICEF for a number of years, has given me most helpful advice
and stalwart support.

As a practical expression of the principles for which UNICEF stands, the
Government and people of the Philippines have demonstrated an involvement in
the well-being of children which seeks to reach into all areas, thus providing
examples of the approaches which our organization believes are essential to effec-
tive national development. It is fitting that we should be meeting here in Manila
in the opening year of the Decade of the Filipino Child, which shares the goals
of the International Year of the Child, proclaimed by the General Assembly for
1979.
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I should like to quote something President Marcos said
when the Decade of the Filipino Child was declared:

"It seems that the only real measure of progress is a
human one: the quality of the men, women and children
who constitute society, the quality of human lives, the
physical and mental fitness of the young, the vigor and
confidence of the people.

"it is in this light that the rearing and nurturing
of the young becomes society's greatest challenge."

The President's words eloquently expressed the "basic philosophy and
purposes of UNICEF, and I believe the same principles should animate our
subsequent discussions. The challenge we all face - governments, interna-
tional organizations3 the people directly involved, down to the poorest
village - is to translate these basic principles, on which we can all
agree, into a tangible reality.

It is relatively easy to agree on commendable objectives. What is
extremely hard is to make and carry out over the years the difficult
decisions to allocate sufficient resources - financial and human - to
programmes for our children, whether it be at the level of the central
Ministry of Finance or at the level of a rural community council. But
this great collective task must be done. I fervently hope that these
meetings, which will bring to light many examples of concrete achieve-
ments on behalf of children, will help us all - in the years ahead - to
meet more effectively the challenge before us.
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Statement by the First Lady and Governor of Metro Manila,

Mrs. Imelda Romualdez Marcos

On "behalf of the President,; the Filipino people, its children and youth,
let me extend our warmest welcome to the Board Liembers of the United Nations
Children's Fund, the other distinguished ds legato a --.'.id v^sts to t.iij :.aauoJ.
session. Your presence here is indeed a clear commitment to the cause of our
future - our children.

In 197^3 I ha-cl the privilege to represent the women of the Philippines and
of Asia at the International Colloquium of the worldwide child emergency in
Geneva, In that Colloquium, I had the occasion to echo the desperate and
angry cry of Nobel-Prize winning; poetess from Chile, Gabr'iela Mistral who said
that we are "guilty of many errors and many faults, but our worst crime is
abandoning our children, neglecting the fountain of life. Many of the things
we need can wait," she pleads, "the child cannot. To him we cannot answer
'Tomorrow.' His name is 'Today'."

But I am happy to observe that the United Nations through the UNICEF has
not ceased in its quest to provide the much needed investment in the quality of ttre
young generation, a quest which begun thirty-one years ago in 19̂ 6. Yet there
is still much to be accomplished; we need more compassion and courage. For
even as the member countries of the United Nations are now in the process of
reshaping a new international economic order for whom will this new order—
this new world society — • be but for the young?

This session here perhaps may also be a reiteration of a universal emotion—
that we all love our children far too much., irrespective of nationality, creed
or even political ideology. And because o.f this universality, the UNICEF has
become the mechanism of cooperation among ikQ nations toward the development
of the nation's resources.

We in the Philippines are proud, to have been part of this noble objective.
We have long been a member of the UNICEF Executive Board and have helped in
the shaping of the organization's policies throughout the years. However modest,
the Philippine government has been a consistent contributor to UWICEF resources
since 19̂ 8 and it is our intention to continue to extend our contributions, both
moral and material, to the tasks of UNICEF.

When I started to think of our children and our young, the first thing
that crossed my mind is the universal truth that "the Child is the Father of
the Man"— that he is the progenitor of the family of nations.

Here in the Philippines even as we have set our vision towards a New Liociety,
we are also in the process of building a City of Man: Metropolitan Manila. And
in building this City of Man we have placed some of our greatest trusts in the
hands of our young. For we believe that the young, our children, must play a

i
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major role in the national strategy for development.

Because of this role that they now have to play, we consider them vital
contributor3 to the important and. never-ending task of nation building. We
are indeed dated that the Filipino young have responded fully to this task,
taking it as both a challenge and art opportunity.

Here in Metro Manila our young are deeply involved in a great nunber
of activities. /..;Ida from their normal school work our children are involved
in the youth civic action program (YC.AP) during their summer vacation, street-
cleaning and tree-planting works over the1 weekend and vocational training
programs which prepare them for technical works. We have been encouraging
our young to develop certain .sxi-llj and determination needed to grasp any
opportunity that exists which will help tiiem face their future.

But all is not work for the young in our City of Man. We are also pro-
viding them with parks., playgrounds and. open spaces where they can play,
relax and enjoy their leisure hours, v/e call these playgrounds Paraiso ng
Maynila. •— Paradise of Manila.

Finally, as we gather together here in Manila on this occasion, UNICEF
gives us once again a tinely reminder that where children are concerned,
borders are no longer inrpermable. There is really no frontier for human
suffering especially for the young. We mist there-fore turn and listen to
the cry of the world's children our children. .And with love and compassion
we must -_:.lway:3 give tc the fullest Measure what we can for then.

As we said in Geneva three years ago. "the problem of saving our children
is so formidable that our senses have difficulty comprehending its magnitude.
Let us then pursue the struggle for our children with one mind, one heart
and one will in a totality of concern. For in this struggle lies our hope for
the survival of the future."
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Keynote address by His Excellency,

President.Ferdinand E. Marcos

It is perhaps unusual that so many children should be with us in this hall
as we open this 1977 UNICEF Conference in Manila this morning. We do not expect
them to grasp the complex and urgent agenda of this conference; nor can we expect
them to fully appreciate the decisions or recommendations that vill be made in the

course of your deliberations.

But it is 'for them, and millions more like them, that we meet here today:,
and it is as well that'we see them in the face, to recall once more the unique
mission of the United Nations Children's Fund; to remind us of UNICEF's distinguished
record of service, which in 1965 was deservedly honored with the Nobel Peace Prize;
and to refresh us vith the challenge that the young pose to us today ~ the question
of what kind of society, and what kind of world, they will inherit from their elders.

Here in Asia, the challenge is written in all its awesome dimensions. In
this - the largest of the continents - live more than two billion people, nearly
half the world's population. Of this, about ^0 percent are children, most of whom
have been born into^conditions of poverty and deprivation. Anyone who would wish
therefore to understand the nature of the challenge facing the young^should^seek
it here in Asia; and anyone who would raise their lot must of necessity begin here.

It is hardly surprising that UNICSF's largest programs are being carried out
in Asia, and that as the only United Nations agency devoted exclusively to the well-
being of children, UNICEF should in this meeting devote special attention to the
situation of children in the region.

The urgency of timeliness of this conference does not derive from any new
problem lately loosed upon the world. The problem is old, and we have looked at
it, examined it, and debated it for such a long time now. But greater resolve is
needed to now arrive at far-reaching solutions.

Children do not vote and have no political constituency. Their problems
usually rate a low priority in the national or international agenda. But we need
every now and then to focus consciously on their situation, to "shock the globe,'
in the words of Gabriela Mistral, "(by) touching the child."

In 197^5 UNICEF declared an international emergency for children. That
declaration provoked worldwide concern, and there was substantial response to
UNICEF1s appeal for special contributions in behalf of mothers and children in
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the famine-stricken countries. But it has been much more difficult to attract
sustained attention and elicit meaningful action to cope with what amounts to a
permanent state of energency in the poor countries of the developing world.

Because poverty is such a widespread and chronic phenomenon in these
countries, its effects on children have generally failed to arouse the kind of
urgent global concern that might stimulate more effective and meaningful efforts
to improve their lot.

Yet the magnitude and seriousness of the situation in the developing world
are dramatically underlined by the appalling statistics available to us. And.
they become even more alarming -when set side by side with the situation of
children in the developed countries.

In the are(?. of infant mortality, the death rate is eight tines higher than
in the developed countries. More than half of the total deaths in developing
countries occurs among children in the 0-5 years age group. In some developing
countries, one out of every four children dies before its fifth birthday.

Whereas in the advanced countries, the leading causes of child mortality -
diarrhea, dysentery, pneumonia, malaria, measles and tuberculosis - have been
considerably contained, in the developing countries, they come hand in hand
with the poor living conditions of parents.

Almost two-thirds of the world's children live in the rural areas, where
80 percent of the population have no access to health services; 85 percent
without adequate supplies of safe, clean water, or sanitary facilities for
waste disposal.

United Nations estimates indicate that only one out of every twenty
children in the developing countries has access to basic health and welfare
services, ieven out of every ten infants in Asia are born without medical
assistance or trained help, and less than one percent of them receive day care
services during their childhood.

Malnutrition is the most significant cause of high death rate among young
children in the developing countries, because it makes them more vulnerable to
infection and disease. Those who survive are usually unable to escape irrever-
sible brain damage and physical impairment. Severe Vitamin A deficiency alone,
a major cause of blindness in children, affects 100,000 of them annually.

The educational situation of children in the developing world is no less
disturbing. In 1975, some 120 million children between the ?,ges of 6 and 11 were
out of school. Of this number, 80 million were in Asia. In the poorer countries
of Asia and Africa, an average of only about 1/3 of the children are in primary
school. Almost half the primary school age children in developing countries are
not getting a roinimurn basic education.

In the rural areas only some 10// of children receive the minimum four years'
primary education required to achieve and retain basic literacy. The situation
for girls is even worse, since in some countries less than one out of ten girls
of primary school age is in school. Consequently, the number of illiterates over
lU years of age, especially among girls, is growing.
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Educational problems are compounded by a shortage of veil-trained teachers
and teaching materials, as veil as irrelevant curricula, which abets the tendency
of children to drop out from school. An estimated 375 million school-age children
were out of school in 1975, as compared to 350 million who were in school; and the
situation has continued to deteriorate.

The combined effect of all this has been to stunt both the physical and
mental development of the child. Those who survive the harshness of their environ-
ment face only a future of further poverty and want.

What is saddening about these statistics is their seeming unreality not only
to those living in affluent societies, but also to some privileged classes in the
developing societies. There are formidable vails that spare us from knowing too
much about their lot, and even in our compassion} we tend to protect ourselves
from inquiring fully into their real conditions, the quality and prospect of
their lives.

We marvel too much at the great advances being made in science and technology,
at our growing capacity to create abundance and to prolong human life-, but hardly
do we ever wonder how distant these things remain from the reach of millions of
children on the planet.

And the situation has not been helped by recent crises. The onset of
economic crisis at the beginning of the decade brought home to us the ernbattle-
ment of the developing countries •- their difficult struggle against inflation
at home, and recession abroad. Children were among the hardest hit. Deterioration
in the already precarious situation of over 500 million children, among others,
prompted UHICEF to declare the international emergency in 197^, but this year,
as we begin preparations for the observance of International Year of the Child,
it is very clear that the emergency persists.

Many will say that the situation is not as bad as I have painted it, that
the problems arc- slowly yielding to effort. But we who live in the poor deve--
loping countries feel that something above has caved in and we are trapped under-
neath; we hear the distant sound of the rescue party but we are running short of
breath.

In Asia today3 we have sought to direct a significant part of our resources
towards the care and development of our young- yet when the programs are weighed,
we find that our investments lag far behind in relation to our needs. And
however effective our programs5 it remains a fact that the situation cannot be
reversed by the work of a year or a decade, but by unflagging effort and increased
application of resources.

Asia's children suffer from no permanent disabilities. They have no defi-
ciency for which there is no cure. For as Bertrand Russell once saw it, human
nature is at least nine-tenths nurture5 only one-tenth genetic.

Clearly, more effective action is called for, and it is my earnest hope that
the exchange of views and experiences in this conference will lead to that result.
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Today5 planning in the developing world seeks increasingly to complement
economic goals and strategies with specific anti-poverty measures that would have
real social as well as economic benefits, Urgent attention is addressed not just
to the industrialization of our economies but to the necessary distribution of
incomes,; the improvement of living standards, the creation of a more equitable
social structure, the promotion of employment and social opportunities, the
rectification of our land problems and the mobilization of women for development.
Measures toward these goals promote and foster a more favorable climate for the
total development of the child.

What UNICEF has since formulated as "its strategy for the delivery of basic
services," we in the developing countries of Asia are also embracing as our
crucial strategy for development. There exists in our countries today a common
awareness that economic growth does not automatically produce social equity or
progress, that the latter must be systematically brought about by meaningful
social policies. Only this makes sure that man will once again be restored at'
the center of our national development efforts, that he will once more become
the end and the beginning of the development process, and consequently, we shall
once more gain a firmer grip on his future and a much clearer view of the
plight of the child.

Only upon this awareness of the human dimension of development can more
effective- action hopefully proceed.

We in the Philippines viev national development in all its aspects -
economic, social, cultural, political - as a single, unified, seamless process,
concerned with all groups of the population and co-extensive with the totality
of the nation's life.

We recognize in the situation of our children an indelible prism of our.
national condition - the weaknesses of our national economy, the inchoate-
character of our social life, the relative youth of our political culture, and
the sense- of our insecurity as a nation in a world dominated by the rich and
the strong.

To every statistic we find concerning the situation of children in the
developing nations., there is in our country a mirror that replicates it, perhaps
not quite in its grimmest aspects, but grim nonetheless.

Filipino children and youth below 21 years constitute 56.80 percent of our
population. As of the last census of 1975, one out of every 10 Filipino children
dies before he reaches the age of five.

Only four out of ten children receive health, nutritional, educational
and other social services, considered vital to the development of the child.
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Of those who enter school during the compulsory period of elementary educa-
tion, ^3 percent attend for a few years, drop out and lapse into functional
illiteracy. This incidence of dropouts is higher than the estimated ho percent
drop-out rate indicated by UN statistics on the developing world.

The implications of these problems upon our national prospects, and the
knowledge that the conditions of our children had not substantially improved
despite heavy investments in social services, figured prominently in the design
of our new national development plan for the years 1973-77• In that plan, we
ordained a new commitment to the status and welfare of children, expressed.in the
formulation of an entirely new philosophy and system of delivery of services.

Within that scheme, we proclaimed the Philippine Child and Youth Welfare
Code on Human Rights Day, the 10th of December 197̂ . Its first principle declares:
"The Child is one of the most important assets of the nation. Every effort
should therefore be exerted to promote his welfare and enhance his opportunities
for a useful and happy life."

Two years later, on-the 10th of December 1976, we proclaimed the nationwide
observance of the Decade of the Filipino Child for the years 1977 to 1987- The
supporting activities, coordinated by the Council for the Welfare of Children,
culminated in the launching of a comprehensive, integrated national plan of action
for the development of children and youth for the decade.

The basic objective of this 10-year plan is to transform within that program
period the status of Filipino children, taking into account the whole range of
services and assistance necessary to their development. Its principal strategy
is to institute an integrated system of services, incorporating old as well as
new services.

This is the legal framework of our commitment to our children; to transform
it into operational service's and living realities for our millions of junior
citizens, we have molded all public and private agencies into a coordinated
network of change agents.

Where it was necessary to create new agencies and offices to undertake new
services, we have not hesitated to create them. Thus a few days ago, we created
the new Office of Undersecretary for Non-Formal Education, to formulate and
implement a program for our out-of--school youth. Similarly, we have set up a
nutrition center, a lung center, designed to meet the high incidence of lung
diseases among children, presently to be complemented by a foundation for respi-
ratory diseases for children. We have instituted a mental-feeding program for
children which we believe to be as vital as their need for health and nutrition
care. We have also launched a nationwide compulsory immunization program as part
of our national plan of action for the decade of the Filipino child, and in order
to serve the full count of our rural children.

In most of these projects, we have been favored with assistance from the
international agencies.., as well as from the private sector.

All this is a measure of our commitment to the well-being of our children,
and I am certain that many of its features are also to be found in the various
programs for children in the rest of the Asian region.
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When talien all together, these varied efforts for the children of Asia may
justly gauge the concern in which Asia holds her children. And this is the spirit
in which we approach the observance of the International Year of the Child in
1979, the eve of the Third UN Development Decade.

To make such observance more meaningful to the developing countries of Asia,
I urge this conference to give serious thought to the declaration of a Decade of
the Child in Asia3 to form part of the International Year of the Child. To
provide support for such a plan, the Philippines is ready to offer its facilities
to host a regional consultation among Asian nations preparatory to the declara-
tion. In this regard, a National Steering Committee to be created for the purpose
of undertaking preparations for the observance of the International Year of the
Child in the Philippines will be directed to assess the situation not only of
children in the country, but also in the Asian region.

The thread of our concerns, the likenesses of our programs, and the common
alarm with which we all view the prospects of our children make our prcblens
certainly much more susceptible to solution today than they were, say, a decade
ago. In many ways, we are learning to cope through the example and experiences
we are today able to share with each other.

Nonetheless we cannot mistake the challenge.

What we face is a challenge different fror. any we have had to cope with
in this century, and finally greater than any we have known before, for it
involves at heart the whole of the human prospectus.

The fact that more than 500 million children live in a state of continuing
emergency in the developing countries is in itself an indictment of the social
order now prevailing in the world. How to alter this tragic situation is the
difficult agenda of the international community today. The dimensions of this
task are vast, the needs immense, and the challenge inescapable, for inaction is
unthinkable when the future of so large a portion of humanity is at stake.

It is in the nature of the problems posed by the situation of our children
that we cannot afford to treat them simply as a special problem, but as a test
requiring our best efforts in every area of global affairs - in the staking of
peace, in the sharing of abundance, in the building of prosperity in the develop-
ing world.

The International Declaration of the Rights of the Child states correctly
that "mankind owes to the child the best it has to give." In its ultimate impli-
cations this declaration means that we have an obligation to provide children
with a social environment in which they can realize their full potential as
human beings; we owe them a new and humane society thriving in a just and
peaceful world.



-t v

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO UNICEF'S
EXECUTIVE BOARD, MEXICO CITY, 16 MAY 1979

I should like to convey to you my warm greetings and

best wishes for the success of this special meeting on the

situation of children in Latin America and the Caribbean,

and for a productive regular session of the UNICEF Executive

Board. I would also like to take this opportunity to express

my sincere appreciation to His Excellency President Jos£

Lopez Portillo and to the Mexican Government for their

generous hospitality in hosting this session, a hospitality

which I was privileged to enjoy during my official visit to

Mexic few months ago. The presence of the President and

Mrs. Lopez Portillo at this meeting of the Executive Board

underlines the most valuable support which Mexico is extending

to UNICEF and its activities, for which we are deeply grateful.

I have always attached the highest value to the vital

humanitarian work being undertaken by UNICEF in all parts of the

world. The scope of UNICEF's activities has consistently

broadened during the past quarter of a century and its focus

has shifted to an issue at the very heart of the development

process - namely, the integrated development of the child. To

all of us who are striving towards a harmonious and equitable

world order, UNICEF's partnership with the developing countries

in their endeavours to assure their children those essential

amenities which should be their birthright stands as an

eloquent reminder of the human factor in development.
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Your forthcoming discussions assume an even greater

significance in that they are taking place at the mid-point

of the International Year of the Child and during the 20th

anniversary of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child.

I am most encouraged by the world-wide response which the

International Year of the Child has been accorded. However,

its full success will only become evident in the future when

its lasting influence is demonstrated. I would therefore urge

you to give serious consideration to those steps which must be

taken in the years following the International Year of the

Child to achieve sustained long-term activities for the

benefit of children at the national and international levels.

In conclusion, I would like to take this opportunity to

pay a special tribute to Mr. Henry Labouisse, who will be

retiring before the next session of the Executive Board. Under

his able and dedicated leadership, UNICEF has consistently

moved forward and has greatly extended the range of its vital

work. I am sure you will join me in expressing my warm and

sincere appreciation for Mr. Labouisse's most valuable

contribution as Executive Director of UNICEF since 1965,

I extend to all participants in this important session my

best wishes for most successful and rewarding deliberations.
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Attacked for approval is a message from

the Secretary-General to the UNICEF

Executive Board which meets in Mexico

City on 16 May. The text is loosely

based on a draft submitted by UNICEF,

to which we have made some amendments.

The text of last year's message is

attached for information.

AR
3 May 1979
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO UNICEF'S
EXECUTIVE BOARD, MEXICO CITY, 16 MAY 1979.

I should like to convey to you my warm greetings/and best

wishes for the success of. this special meeting on the situation

of children in Latin America and the Caribbean, and for a
i

productive regular session of the UNICEF Executive Board.
X

I would also like to take this opportunity to express my sincere

appreciation to the Government and the people of Mexico for

their generous,,.ko*spitality in hosting this session, a hospitality

which Î was privileged to enjoy during my official visit to

Mexico a few months ago.Vf

I have always attached the highest value to the vital

humanitarian work being undertaken by UNICEF in all parts of the

world. The scope of UNICEF's activities has consistently

broadened during the past quarter of a century and its focus

has shifted to an issue at the very heart of the development

process - namely, the integrated development of the child.

To all of us who are striving towards a harmonious and equitable

world order, UNICEF's partnership with the developing countries

in their endeavours to assure their children those essential

amenities which should be their birthright stands as an eloquent

reminder of the human factor in development.
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Your forthcoming discussions assume an even greater

significance in that they are taking place at the mid-point

of the International Year of the Child and during the 20th

anniversary of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child.

I am most encouraged by the world-wide response which the

International Year of the Child has been accorded. However,

its full success will only become evident in the future when

its- lasting influence is demonstrated. I would therefore urge

you to give serious consideration to those steps which must be

taken in the years following the International Year of the

Child to achieve sustained long-term \ activities for the

benefit of children at the national and international levels.

I extend to all participants in this important session my

best wishes for most successful and rewarding deliberations.

*** *** ***
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Attached please find our draft of a message from the Secretary-
General to be read by Mr. Labouisse at the ceremonial opening
of UNTCEF's Executive Board Session to be held in Mexico City.

As you requested, I have also enclosed a copy of a similar
message delivered in the Philippines two years ago.

I was relieved to understand from you that the approved and/or
revised text could be available within'a matter of days after
receipt, since although the ceremony takes place on l6 May,
Mr. Labouisse's speech has to be translated and distributed well
in advance of that date.

With best regards and many thanks for your help.
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"Mr. President, Mrs. Lopez Portillo, Excellencies, Mrs. Chairman,

Distinguished Delegates:

"I should like to convey to you through my friend and colleague,

Mr. Henry Labouisse, my warmest greetings and best wishes for the success of

your special meeting on the situation of children in Latin America and the

Caribbean, and for a productive regular session of the UNICEF Executive Board.

"I have always retained great esteem and affection for UNICEF, whose

vital humanitarian work I - among so many others - personally experienced

during the aftermath of World War II. The importance which I attach to this

organization's activities has consistently deepened over the past quarter of a

century, as the Fund's scope "broadened and its focus shifted to the very heart

and core of the development process - namely, the integrated development of

the child.

"To all of us who are striving towards a harmonious and equitable world

order, UNICEF's partnership with the developing countries in their endeavours

to assure their children the essential amenities which should be their birth-

right stands as an eloquent reminder of the human factor in development.

"Your forthcoming discussions assume even more significant dimensions,

taking place as they do, at the mid-point of the International Year of the

Child and during the 20th anniversary of the Declaration of the Rights of the

Child. I am most encouraged by the overwhelming world-wide response which IYC

has evoked. There is no doubt in my mind that its success can only be measured

in the years which lie ahead by the impact which it generates on a permanent

basis. I would therefore urge you to give serious consideration to those steps

which must be taken in the years following IYC so as to achieve sustained long-

term activities for the benefit of children at the national and international

levels.

"I would like to express my deepest appreciation to the Government and the

people of Mexico for their generous hospitality in hosting this session of

UNICEF's Executive Board - a hospitality which I was privileged to enjoy during

my visit here a few months ago."
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO UNICEF'S
EXECUTIVE BOARD,. MEXICO CITY, 1.6 MAY 1.9.79.

I should like to convey to you my warm greetings and best

wishes for the success of, this special meeting on the situation

of children in Latin America and the Caribbean, and for a
i

productive regular session of the UNICEF Executive Board.

I would also like to take this opportunity to express my sincere

appreciation to the Government and the people of Mexico for

their generous hospitality in hosting this session, a hospitality

which I was privileged to enjoy during my official visit to

Mexico a few months ago.

I have always attached the highest value to the vital

humanitarian work being undertaken by UNICEF in all parts of the

world. The scope of UNICEF's activities has consistently

broadened during the past quarter of a century and its focus

has shifted to an issue at the very heart of the development

process - namely, the integrated development of the child.

To all of us who are striving towards a harmonious and equitable

world order, UNICEF's partnership with the developing countries

in their endeavours to assure their children those essential

amenities which should be their birthright stands as an eloquent

reminder of the human factor in development.



Your forthcoming discussions assume an even greater

significance in that they are taking place at the mid-point

of the International Year of the Child and during the 20th

anniversary of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child.

I am most encouraged by the world-wide response which the

International Year of the Child has been accorded. However,

its full success will only become evident in the future when

its lasting influence is demonstrated. I would therefore urge

you to give serious consideration to those steps which must be

taken in the years following the International Year of the

Child to achieve sustained long-term , activities for the

benefit of children at the national and international levels.

I extend to all participants in this important session my

best wishes for most successful and rewarding deliberations.

*** *** ***
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Statement by the Executive Director of UNICEF,

Mr. Henry R. Labouisse

Mr. President, Mrs. Marcos, Mr1\Chairman, young ds, Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of all of us Ĵ ffillCEF.?*£ should like to join the Chairman in
expressing deep appreciaja^dn to President^larcos, the First Lady, the Government
and the people of t̂ P̂hilippines., for the\j.nd invitation to hold our Executive
Board session in̂ ardla this ytar.

Jus£*"15efore leaving our New York HcadquarteriVfor Manila, I talked with
Secretary-General Waldheim about the meetings vhicnWe to take place here,
and he has asked me to convey to all of you his official message and also his
personal greetings. These are his words:

"Mr. Presidenta Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates:

"I should like to convey to you through my friend and
colleague Mr. Henry Labouisse, my warmest greetings and "best
wishes for the success of your special meeting on the situation
of children in Asia,, and for a productive regular session
of the UWICEF Executive Board.

"l have always attached the greatest importance to the
work of UNICEF. It is, therefore, a matter of particular
satisfaction to nie that it is not only carrying on the great
humanitarian tradition it started after World War II, "but that,
year by year, it has increased its support to developing
countries in their own efforts to better the lives of their
children. This in itself is a significant achievement.
However, I would like to emphasize how its activities further
the development process and the objectives of the New Interna-
tional Economic Order.

"What is development if it is not to better the lives of
people? And how can their lives be bettered if they do not, as
children, receive such basic necessities as proper nutrition3
access to health services and potable drinking water, and an
education that will enable them to realize their full potential
and make a constructive contribution to their societies'? Be-
cause of its commitment to fulfill these fundamental needs,
and because of its impressive history of success - for which,
as we all know, it so deservedly won a Nobel Peace Prize - UNICEF
has rightly become not only one of the best known, but also one
of the most highly valued programmes of the United Nations.
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"it is appropriate that as you meet in Manila you should
address yourselves to the situation of the children of A3ia.
I an confident that the exchjuijTc of experiences and the recomricn-
dations to be formulated "by the special noeting -will greatly
assist the governments of the region in strengthening their
services benefiting children.

"Both the session of the Board and the special meeting
take on even greater significance in view of their being the
first to be held after the decision of the General Assembly
to designate 1979 as the International Year of the Child. Your
deliberations here, therefore, constitute a major preparatory
step for the success of the Year., which will focus the world's
consciousness on the essential needs of children who are the
embodiment of our hopes for a peaceful and equitable world.

"Again, I wish you every success, and I also join in
expressing appreciation to the Government and the people
of the Philippines for their generous hospitality in hosting
those neetings. j

KURT WALDJIEIM"

The Secretary-General has r-ferred to the work of UNICEF.
For the benefit of aur young friends in the audience today,, let ne say a
few words about UNICXF and what it actually doen.

U-JICEF v.ns startetkin 19̂ 6 - just aftcî orld War II - for the benefit
and rehabilitation of children and adolej&elfnts who wore the victims of the war.
The existence of an international organization created especially to assist
children - proved so usefiiKthat ,,-smen the immediate post-war emergency ended,
UNICEF was asked by the GeneWjx̂ sscr.ibly of the United Nations to help countries
in the developing world •- inxrasia, in Africa.,, in Latin Americas in the Middle
East - to strengthen and ̂ .̂̂ dSservices for their children. So, for the past
30 years3 UNICEF has bê ff involvê , in helping countries - more than a hundred
of then - to improve frhe liver, of tfeeir youngest citizens. In Asia alone, in
the past four years/TJIflCEF has assisted some 20 countries at a cost of about
$320 -oillion.

T.'Ir.at sort/of things does UNICEF do?

Well./there are so nany that it would b\ impossible to describe them all
in a shô ft speech. Our action is based on continued co-operation and partnership
with th^ individual countries concerned. T,'e trV to help the people of a country
to bujjcd up services » in health,, nutrition or eotacation, for example - which
will/(be long-lasting and provide better lives for \heir children in the years
to acme. It is toward achievement of these objectives that UWICEF plays a modest
rol/» within its limited resources. These resourcesS1L might add, are all contri-
buted voluntarily -• by governments and people the worloWer.



MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE SEVENTH SESSION
OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOOD AID POLICIES, ROME, 14-25 MAY 1979

It gives me great pleasure to convey my greetings and

best wishes to the participants at the Seventh Session of

the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes.

The Committee already has considerable achievements to

its credit in implementing the recommendations of the World

Food Council, in improving food aid policies and in strengthening

the activities of the World Food Programme. The present session

has before it proposals that will require substantial new

commitments to ensure continued support for development projects

and emergency food aid. It is also faced with a number of

important tasks involving a comprehensive review of bilateral

and multilateral policies and programmes as well as the

evolution of over-all criteria for food aid.

I am particularly encouraged by the progress already made

by the Committee in elaborating guidelines and criteria for

food aid and hope that the Committee will be able to complete

and approve the text of those guidelines at its present session.

Firm commitments by both donor and recipient countries will be

required to ensure that food aid is used effectively in

promoting economic and social development in developing countries

and that the entire population of those countries benefits from

improved nutrition.



- 2 -

Since the World Food Conference/ the bulk of food aid

has. gone to the least developed and most seriously affected

countries,*as well as other low-income food-deficit countries.

However, the volume of cereal food aid still falls short of

the minimum target of 10 million tons and the proportion of

food aid channelled multilaterally has in fact decreased in

recent years.

At a time of continuing need, the apparent decline in

available resources can only be viewed with consternation.

The target level for 1979-80 of $950 million, which was adopted

last year, represents a modest increase to meet the current

level of WFP's commitments. I am greatly concerned that this

target has not as yet been met and I urge all member governments

to help to attain it. It would be most reassuring if new

donors were now to be added to those who have so steadfastly

assisted the Programme's activities in the past. As concerns

the 1981-82 biennium, I strongly endorse the Executive Director's

proposal of a target of $1,000 million, which I urge the

members of the Committee to adopt. In the same context, it

is my hope that it will be possible to reach agreement on an

enlarged Food Aid Convention.
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It is evident from the project proposals submitted to

the Committee for approval that food aid is increasingly being
«

used in combination with technical as well as financial

assistance. The close co-operation of WFP with FAO, UNDP, UNCDF

the World Bank and the regional banks, as well as

with other agencies, is a positive example of joint planning

and integrated action by the United Nations' system at the

operational level. I am confident that the Committee will seek

to encourage this policy of collaboration with other organ-

izations in order to ensure the greatest possible benefits

for recipient countries.

I wish to take this opportunity to commend the Committee

for the expeditious way in which it has revised the modalitites

of the International Emergency Food Reserve to ensure continuity

of the Reserve through annual replenishments, in response to

a request of the World Food Council in its Mexico Declaration.

In this connexion, I note that the announced pledges for 1979

still fall substantially short of the target of 500,000 tons of

grain set by the General Assembly and I would strongly urge

member countries to make the necessary contributions to meet

this minimum target.
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I need not remind you that food aid cannot be viewed in

isolation. The extent to which it contributes to development
«

inevitably depends on the prevailing conditions of international

financial co-operation for development, on the over-all system

of international economic relations and on the domestic policies

pursued by the recipients of food aid. The inter-relationship

between these various factors will no doubt be addressed in the

course of the preparations for a New International Development

Strategy, now underway in the Preparatory Committee established

for that purpose by the General Assembly. It is expected that

the Strategy will chart the course for the 1980's and beyond and

will give impetus to international efforts across a wide range

of activities, including those undertaken by the World Food

Programme. I have no doubt that this will in turn lead to

increasing co-operation between intergovernmental fora,

particularly the General Assembly, and your Committee.

In conclusion, I would like to express my warm and sincere

appreciation to Mr. Garson Vogel for his able and imaginative

leadership of the World Food Programme. I am sure that his

valuable efforts will be greatly assisted by the appointment

of Mr. A de Azevedo Brito as the new Deputy Executive Director.

May I also take this opportunity to convey to the participants in

this important session my best wishes for most successful and

rewarding deliberations.

*****
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STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL, TO THE SIXTH SESSION-
i i

OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOOD AID.POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES,

23-31 OCTOBER 1978, TO.'BE READ BY MR. FINDLEY BURNS, JR.,

DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF OPERATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT

OF TECHNICAL COOPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates,

It is with great pleasure that I extend my greetings and

best wishes to all the participants in this Sixth Session of

the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes.

The issues on your agenda at this meeting reflect the

importance which food aid has assumed for a large part of

the developing world. They are also an affirmation of the

significant role which the WFP has come to play in providing

day-to-day relief from hunger and malnutrition as well as in

promoting development and food security.

Although the overall world food situation has remained

relatively stable during the last four years, the underlying

trends are disquieting. The Mexico Declaration of the WFC,

adopted in June of this year, indicated that world food

production had grown more slowly in the 197O1s than in the

preceding-decade and that the number of under-nourished

people in the world was continuing to increase each year.

The Declaration stressed that the rate of progress in solving

the fundamental long-term food and agricultural problems of

the world must be stepped up if serious future problems are

to be avoided. Such progress is an integral part of the UN1s

search for a new international economic order, which is also

of vital significance for the political stability of the world
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in the future. I should therefore like to emphasize the

priority I attach to ensuring the continuity of adequate

food aid in the years ahead and to enabling food aid to

contribute more effectively to overcoming the food problems

of developing countries. In this context, care should be

exercised to ensure that resources are devoted to projects

which lead directly to increases in agricultural production

and to self-reliance on the part of the food-deficit countries.

While such developmental concerns are clearly among the

foremost priorities of WFP, we are at the same time almost

daily confronted with the need to provide assistance in

overcoming the effects of natural disasters and other

emergencies. .The recent floods in Asia, the persistent

drought intha Sahelian countries and the threat of a locust

plague in east Africa and west Asia are only a few examples

of such situations. Your consideration of the Report on

Emergency Food Aid which has been submitted by the Executive

Director of the WFP is therefore especially timely. The

Executive Director is to be commended for providing such a

comprehensive and thorough analysis of this problem.

It is evident that the incidence of emergency situations

requiring food assistance is likely to continue to increase

in the foreseeable future. It is also clear that the WFP will

only be able to provide a relatively small proportion of the

total requirements for emergency food assistance, and that

other multilateral and, above all, bilateral donors will

continue to provide the bulk of the necessary resources.

However, the WFC and the General Assembly have given an

important role to the WFP in the development of a system
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of food reserves at the local, national,

regional and global levels. In this connexion, the Committee

will no doubt wish to consider ways in which WFP's responsibilities

in co-ordinating both multilateral and bilateral emergency

food aid might be developed and further strengthened.

The Executive Director1s Report also shows that he has

consistently been able to meet the requirements of emergency

situations within the means available to him by a flexible

allocation of resources. This flexibility has helped to

ensure an optimal utilization of the resources of the WFP

and suggests that there is at this time no need to make any

major modification in the distribution of resources between

short- and longer-range objectives within the programme.

However, if the WFP is to fully meet its very extensive

responsibilities, it would be helpful if food-surplus countries

made more specific and longer-terra commitments than is presently

the case. The resources pledged to the programme for the

1977-1978 biennium amount to approximately US$715 million.

While this pledged amount is relatively close to the target

level of $750 million, I feel I must express concern that

only some $69O million of the $95O million target level the

programme is seeking for 1979-198O has as yet been pledged.

These pledging targets, if reached, will do no more than to

ensure that the Programme's current level of activities can
*

be maintained. I therefore urge all countries which have

not yet announced their pledges, or which are in a position

to augment their contributions, to do so now. I also consider

it essential that the minimum target level of 5OO,OOO tons

of cereals recommended by the General Assembly for an

International Emergency Food Reserve,is attained in the
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immediate future.

* In conclusion, I would like to underline how much

importance I attach to the work of this Committee. There

is no need to remind the Committee that the WPP is a jointly

sponsored UN-FAO programme and that the appropriate United

Nations inter-governmental bodies and I shall continue to

follow with close interest your progress in evolving and

co-ordinating short- and longer-term food aid policies

and in guiding the work of WFP. I also would like to take this oppor-

tunity to express my sincere appreciation to the very able Executive Director

of the Programme, Mr. Garson Vogel, and his staff for the highly

successful manner in which they are carrying out their

responsibilities. I wish to assure them that the

United Nations stands ready to lend them its support and

guidance, whenever necessary.

Your work in this Committee has a direct bearing on the

efforts of all of us in the UN system who are endeavouring

to help create a world free of poverty, hunger and malnutrition.

I would again like to wish you every success in this important

session.

*****
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Mr. Robert Schiffer 27 April 1979
Principal Officer
EOSG

Albert Rohan
Director
EOSG

Message from the Secretary-General to the
Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes
7th Session (14-2S May 1979)

Attached please find a draft message received
from the World Pood Programme Liaison Office
for the above meeting.

I would be grateful if you would revise and
edit this message, which I believe should be
shortened,: in consultation with Mr. Dadsie's
office.

I would appreciate your sending me a final
text no later than 7 May.
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Mr. Rafeeuddin Ahmed, Chef de Cabinet
Executive Office of the Secretary-General
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cc. Mr. M. Caspari y

27 April 1979

Tekle A. Tomlinson, Senior UN/OTP Liaison Officer
Department of Technical Co-operation for Development

Statement by the Secretary-General to the Committee on Food Aid
Policies and Programmes» 7th Session (l.h -25 May 1979)

1. As you know, the Committee on Food Aid Policies and
Programmes will hold its seventh session in Rome from it to 25 May,
for which occasion Mr. G. N. Vogel had sent to you under cover of
his letter of 21 March 1979 sorae suggested points for the Secretary-
General *s opening statement.

2. I have utilised Mr. Vogel*s suggestions which are quite in
line with what I would have suggested to you. Accordingly I would be
most prateful if I could have the Secretary-General's opening
statement before iny departure date of 12 May, so I could persoua&ly
carry it to Mr. Findley Burns, Jr. who will be delivering the statement.

A
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL AT CEREMONIAL MEETING

DINEXION WITH UNCTAD V

The following is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
at a ceremonial meeting today in Manila, organized by the Government of the
Philippines, which is the host Government for the fifth session of the United
nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD V):

. It is a great honour and pleasure for me to participate in this ceremony to
inaugurate the fifth session of the IMCTAD. At the outset I wish to express
my deep appreciation and thanks to President Ferdinand E. Marcos and Madame
Imelda Romualdez Marcos, as well as the Government and people of the Republic of
the Philippines for the warm and generous hospitality they have extended to the
United Nations in providing such excellent host facilities for this most
important conference. It is in the best tradition of Philippine support for the
United Nations.

Mr. President, your profound dedication to the cause of world peace and
international co-operation has earned the admiration of the international
community. Time and again you have given practical expression of your unfailing
support of the goals and purposes of the United Nations Charter.

To you, Madame Marcos, I convey my sincere gratitude for the gracious welcome
you have extended to all participants in this historic conference. The
inspiring words that you have just spoken are a clear demonstration of your own
personal interest in all matters concerning the United Nations. Your valuable
contribution to the work of the world Organization has won our respect and high
esteem.

The presence among us today of General Carlos P. Romulo signifies the
continuity of the active involvement of the Philippines ever since the world
Organization was established. He is one of its founding fathers and there is no
other statesman in office who is as -familiar with the work of the United Nations
as General Romulo. I know that I am not alone in paying warm tribute to him.

(more)

For information media - not an official record
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Mr. President, distinguished delegates, the support of the Philippines over
the years has been of particular significance in the field of economic and social
development. The achievements of the Philippines in this area, moreover, offer
invaluable lessons that, I believe, can be most useful to all of us in our
determination to help bring about a better and more secure future for everyone.
A future such as this is at the very heart of the Charter, and the United Nations
is dedicated to making it a reality through the establishment of a new international
economic order.

Let me stress here the importance of this effort for the future well-being of
humanity. As long as gross inequities continue to exist, we cannot expect a
stable and secure world. I am confident that the fifth session of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, which we inaugurate today, will make
a determined effort towards the achievement of this objective„

The extent to which the Philippines is committed to this goal is borne out
in the record of past United Nations conferences and meetings in the economic and
social fields that have been held here, as well as in the outstanding facilities
that the Government has made available to various bodies of the United Nations.

I emphasize this today because it demonstrates that the Philippine con-
tributions to the United Nations go well beyond its formal obligations to our
Organization. Knowing this and seeing it for ourselves, as we meet here now, is
a source of great encouragement to all of us in dealing with the challenges that
confront us at this Conference.

Let me once again express my sincere thanks for the warm welcome we have
received and for all that the Philippines has done and is doing to make our stay
both productive and memorable., I extend to you all my best wishes for the
success of your important deliberations„
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE OPENING OF THE FIFTH SESSION

OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AW DEVELOPMENT

The following is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
to the .̂ opening meeting today of the fifth session of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development (iMCTAD V).

It is a great pleasure for me to be in this beautiful city of Manila today
at the opening of the fifth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development.

Mr. President, permit me first of all to extend to you my most sincere and
heartfelt congratulations upon your unanimous election. This is yet another
indication of the high regard in which the international community holds you
because of your constant devotion to the ideals of the United Nations. I am
confident that under your leadership UWCTAD V will be able to seriously tackle
the many vital issues on its agenda.

Let me also say how much we appreciate the inspiration and guidance you have
already given us in the statement we have just heard.

We were privileged this morning to listen to a most important statement
made by His Excellency Ferdinand E. Marcos, President of the Philippines. He
touched in a very perceptive and comprehensive manner upon the key problems before
this Conference. In .doing so he has set the stage for the deliberations ahead of
us .

May I also express my profound thanks and gratitude to President Marcos,
Madame Imelda Romualdez Marcos, the first lady and Governor of Metro-Manila,
and the people of the Philippines for the very warm welcome that has been accorded
to us.

Your generosity as hosts has been long established at past United Nations
meetings that have been held here. It is also evident in the outstanding
facilities that have been made available on so many occasions to the United Nations,
The gracious hospitality you are extending for this important Conference is no
exception, and I know it will serve to inspire us to a greater effort as we
search for solutions to the problems of in-hm-nati OUR"!, poonomic co-operation in our
interdependent world.

(more)

For information media - not an official record
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I also wish to convey my appreciation to the very able Secretary-General of
UNCTAB, Gamani Corea, and his dedicated staff for the hard work, imagination and
innovative spirit they have displayed in the preparatory work for this
Conference.

Mr. President, distinguished delegates, we all share a great concern over the
explosive conflict that threatens the peace in many regions of the world. There
is equal concern over the continuing arms race which diverts scarce resources
from development. But there is universal consensus, I believe, that even if we
succeed in reaching solutions of these and other vital political issues, the only
way for us to achieve the lasting peace we seek will be on the foundation of a
global society of economic justice and equity.

As never before, the relationship between the industrialized countries of
the North and the developing countries of the South poses one of the greatest
challenges of our time. The most critical aspect of that challenge is to establish
the new international economic order which has been called for by the United
Nations in order to give equal economic opportunity to all nations of the world.
By enabling the developing countries to become full partners with the
industrialized countries, we will create conditions more responsive to present
day realities and needs and narrow the gap in living conditions that today sees
two-thirds of our world struggling with poverty.

No one nation, no one region, no one system can cope with the problem alone.
It is a global problem, and it demands a global solution. An essential element
in finding this solution is the close inter-relationship between the nature of
our over-all international economic system and the well-being of each of the
groups that compose it.

This well-being is now threatened by two of the most critical problems before
the international community today. One is the extremely slow progress being made
in achieving a new international economic order, and the other is the continuing
economic malaise in the developed marked economy countries. I believe UNCTAD V
presents an exceptional opportunity to deal with these inter-related problems
jointly in a universal forum.

Some delegates may recall three years ago, at UNCTAD IV in Nairobi, I
suggested that the elements of the dangerous and lasting disequilibrium resulting
from the deep recession of 1971̂ -1975 should not be forgotten. There were some
signs, of course, that the world economy might be returning to normal, but as we
discovered, these signs were largely misleading. As we meet today, the dis-
equilibrium persists, and the slow-down in growth in the developed market economy
countries is also reflected in unemployment, inflation, instability in exchange
rates and exceptional payments imbalances.

This disequilibrium is having an obvious impact on the developing countries.
These countries have the unhappy choice of either curtailing vital development
programmes or increasing even more the already huge volune of their indebtedness.
What intensifies the problem for them is that only limited gains have been made
thus far in implementing the structural and institutional changes called for in
the declaration and programme of action on the establishment of the. new inter-
national economic order.

(more)
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In fact, the relatively few concrete results attained in the so-called North-
South dialogue on international co-operation for development has produced a mood
of widespread frustration and dissatisfaction in the third world. Nonetheless,
the recent and most welcome agreement on the Common Fund shows that progress is
possible, and it is my hope that it will now encourage similar progress in other
crucial areas.

In the final analysis, a successful North-South dialogue is as essential for
developed economies as it is for developing ones» Without significant improvements
in the over-all structure of international economic relations, it seems highly
unlikely to me that the longer term growth potential of the developed countries can
be restored. I do not believe, therefore, that any economic adjustments which
these countries limit to themselves alone will be enough. What they also need is
the creation of new sources of growth in the global economy through generating and
releasing the potentially vast demand for their exports in the developing world
— a demand that is as yet largely untapped.

No less important is to establish an economic environment conducive to
continuing changes in the division of labour through the industrialization of
the third world, and structural changes in the economies of the North. Thus, the
restructuring of international economic relations through the new international
economic order need not await the economic recovery of the developed countries.
Quite the contrary, its implementation will expedite that recovery and help place
the world economy on a more viable and dynamic footing.

I do not suggest that negotiations to restructure the international economic
orc'er will be easy. In fact, they will be made even more difficult by the need to
carry them out in two separate areas. On the one hand, the developing countries
themselves must conduct a series of negotiations designed to help them achieve the
collective self-reliance that is an integral part of the new order. At the same
time, negotiations must also move forward with both the developed and developing
countries continuing their vital North-South dialogue.

The international community has now agreed that these North-South negotiations
should be carried out within the framework of the United Nations system. In
keeping with this, as the delegates here know, the General Assembly established a
Committee of the Whole to oversee and also to contribute to the process. In the
present circumstances, UNCTAD has a particularly crucial role to play as an organ
of the General Assembly for deliberation, negotiation, review and implementation
in the field of international trade and related areas of international co-operation.

I am pleased to note that it has already initiated several negotiations,
including those on the integrated programme for commodities, the debt problem, the
technology code and equitable principles and rules for the control of restrictive
business practices. As I have already indicated, there has been a major step
forward in the case of the Common Fund, Our aim now must be to go forward from
here, for much remains to be done, both in the area of commodities and manu-
factures, as well as on monetary and financial issues.

(more)
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One of the most urgent issues before the Conference will be the question of
how the current protectionist trend can be arrested and reversed. The problem
needs to be tackled through short-term action in the form of the acceptance of
new internationally recognized principles and disciplines governing restrictions
on imports frcm developing countries, as well as longer term action in the form
of national policies of industrial adjustment and adaptation, undertaken within
a framework of internationally accepted guidelines.

Apart from the specific problems to which the Conference will address itself,
I wish to draw your attention to two issues which are and will continue to be of
crucial importance for the development process and the world economy as a whole in
the years ahead. It is a matter of great concern to me that the world food
situation remains in a precarious state because, in recent years, food production
has "barely kept ahead of the growth in population in many developing areas. Unless
decisive progress is made in increasing food and agricultural production in the
coming years, all other development efforts and attempts at improving the social
welfare of the two-thirds of the world population most seriously in need will be
severely undermined.

A major initiative on the part of the entire international community is vitally
necessary to implement the targets and policy measures which were proposed by the
World Food Council in the fields of food production, food aid and security and
agricultural trade and rural development. The Conference on Agrarian Reform and
Rural Development being held in August under the auspices of the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) will highlight some of the national and international
measures which will be required in this important endeavour.

I am equally concerned with regard to the prospects for the continued availability
of energy a-s well as other prerequisites for development on conditions which do not
seriously impair the growth potential, in particular of the developing countries.
Everyone is agreed that there is no easy solution for this problem. As regards
energy, there is also a growing consensus that in our endeavour to ensure a stable
supply of this key ingredient for development, we have to make the transition from
the current excessive reliance on oil to an increased use of other sources. That
will involve many difficult adjustments in the world economy.

Common efforts by all nations will be necessary if these adjustments are not
to have adverse effects on the process of development in developing countries.
In this connexion, I would like to remind you of the proposal which I have made for
the creation of a United Nations Energy Institute, which could provide a useful
approach to this problem, and one of particular benefit to developing countries.
I would also like to refer to the decision of the General Assembly to hold a
conference on new and renewable sources of energy, which will represent an excsllent
opportunity for Governments to consider new modalities of international co-operation
in this field.

(more)
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Mr. President, In the days ahead this Conference will seek to reach
agreement on the principles governing international trade and on specific
measures in the different policy areas covered by its agenda} including means
to improve the management of the global economy. It is for the delegates here
to make their contribution and recommendations on these matters. Their
success in reaching agreements on them would do much to advance the
negotiating process under way in UNCTAD and in other United Nations forums
directed at the attainment of the new international economic order.

It would also make a major contribution to the formulation of the new
international development strategy which will chart the path for global economic
co-operation through the 1980s and beyond. This Conference, therefore, will
have many difficult decisions to make before it adjourns. As it considers
the complex issues involved, I urge it to bear in mind that its actions and
decisions will have a direct bearing on the economic health of the world.

It goes without saying that negotiations as complex as those involving
the conflicting views and diverse considerations inherent in the North-South
dialogue can not be resolved overnight. But the slow pace, which has been
its mark up to now, must give way to a new sense of urgency. Indeed, it is
my belief that, if our current difficulties are not overcome, we invite
serious political and economic repercussions.

Mr. President, we can not end the decade of the 1970ci still tolerating
the disparity in Incomes and opportunities that today separate the developed
and developing world. Nor can we enter the decade of the 1980s without at the
very least making a start in resolving the stubborn economic problems that
have divided us for the past generation.

I do not minimize our problems, but I believe it is within our power to
find answers to them. All nations, developed and developing alike, have a
stake in the outcome. We have the resources and we have the ability. Wiat
we need are the imagination and the courage to break with the past so that
we may build a future world of prosperity and peace.

The Conference you begin here today has a key part to play in helping
us reach that goal. It could have no greater challenge. I wish you every
success in this effort.

-x-
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During this Conference, you will be considering a

broad range of policy issues which will touch upon most

aspects of international economic relations and the

establishment of the New International Economic Order.

Of central concern is the need to restructure the

international economic framework, and this general approach

is one which affects all sectors of the world economy. Two

further issues - food and energy - are also of critical

importance for the development process and the world economy

as a whole in the years ahead.

The world food situation remains in a precarious state

because, in recent years, food production has barely kept

ahead of the growth in population in many developing countries

and has stagnated in some of the least developed ones. Unless

decisive progress is made in increasing food and agricultural

production in the coming years, all other development efforts

and attempts at improving the social welfare of the two-thirds

of the world population most seriously in need will be

severely undermined. A major initiative on the part of the

entire international community is vitally necessary to implement

the targets and policy measures which were proposed by the World

Food Conference in Rome in 1974 and at subsequent sessions of

the World Food Council in the fields of food production, food

aid and security, as well as agricultural trade and rural

development. The Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural

Development being held in August under the auspices of FAO
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will highlight some of the national and international

measures which will be required in this important endeavour.

Recent developments in the field of energy have served

to underline the need for strong concerted action involving

all nations. The transition from the current excessive

reliance on oil to an increased use of other sources of energy

will involve many difficult adjustments in the world economy.

Common efforts by all nations will be necessary if these

adjustments are not to have adverse effects on the process of

development in developing countries. In this connexion, I would

like to remind you of the proposal which I have made for the

creation of a United Nations Energy Institute, which could

provide a useful approach to this problem, and one of particular

benefit to developing countries. I would also like to refer to

the decision of the General Assembly to hold a Conference on

New and Renewable Sources of Energy, which will represent an

excellent opportunity for governments to consider new modalities

of international co-operation in this field.
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MESSAGE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE 5AK AFRICAN CONFERENCE ON REFUGEES

The following is the text of a message from Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
to the opening meeting of the Pan African Conference on Refugees, in Arusha,
United Republic of Tanzania, today, 7 May;

May I take this opportunity to convey to all participants in this important
Conference my very best willies for the success of your deliberations. I wish to
express my appreciation to the Government of Tanzania for its generosity in
serving as host, and also to the co-sponsors of the Conference for the initiative
they have taken in trying to resolve this most pressing humanitarian problem.

I am well aware of the time and effort that has been taken in the
preparations for your deliberations and the very high priority attached to the
outcome by all who are interested in the well-being of Africa. This is, indeed,
as it should be, for the refugee problem demands the increased attention of all
African States. It requires no less the understanding and assistance of the
international community if we are to succeed in meeting the need of some
k million refugees and displaced persons in a continent with the largest refugee
problem in the world.

The United Nations and the Organization of African Unity are at one in their
resolve to alleviate this situation through urgent co-operative action, and
I shall continue to lend every possible support to the efforts that the High
Commissioner for Refugees has already undertaken. Over and above the need for
effective measures to meet emergency requirements, however, it is my belief
that the only way to achieve long-term solutions is to eliminate the remnants of
colonialism and racial domination, and bring about respect for fundamental
human rights and freedom in keeping with the Charters of both our organizations.

(more)
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Africa has shown great generosity of spirit in attending vrith compassion
to the naeds of its refugees. Scarce resources, ideally used for urgent tasks
of national development, have inevitably been used for the care of these
unfortunate people. In these circumstances it becomes even more urgent that
the international community do whatever it can to assist.

I note that the Conference will review the refugee situation in detail and
prescribe courses of action to be taken. To the extent that its deliberations
help to eass the plight of the refugees and to chart a future in which the
innocent will no longer be forced to flee their home, this Conference will
make a most notable contribution to the future of Africa and, indeed, to that
of the world.

#
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ST^CRryTRRY-G'CTERAT. mg eg UHC I L FOR r\WIBI-\, BARKING I H AUGUR A? IP' 3

OF Y^AR OF

is th= tev± of ^ !n<5sssiqe hy Secret atv-General Kurt Pale": ho im to
the fretting of the? Unitpri Cations Council, for Na^ibi^ on the occasion of the
inauguration of the International Yoar of Solidarity V7ith the P.^onlp of

Cations Council for r^:nib.''n is to be conqratulate-1 unon Jts
initiative which le^ tho Gan-?ral Assembly to proclaim l^T* as tha
International Y^^r o^ Solidarity -'ith thv Of=.ople of Han>i '>i=, .

m=>etinq today is important foe t-ro reasons: f irst , it innucmratcs a
proarainmn of Unite--'' ^=,tions Activities in tho flelJ of onblic informat ion
aime:-^at foe us in q worl-^ wi-^= ^ttsntion on thr- situation in N^ibia nn-3 of
™obi1i/;;inq International numort fo- ^ "lust solution in acr-or^anc^ "iHi the
l»o iti mate aspirations of th-? '-'avnibian oeoal-5 for s^lC— ̂ termination, freelo,Ti
-.nr") national ind-?nonc'onc^ in a uni.t^-"! Namibia; ssconr1, it conmeinoratos the?
tranic events which occur rc=>-i at *^s«inn.n last vear an-^ "hich, in tu rn , br ino
ho"1^ to ^1.1 cf us the imperative neeri. to ar r ive =»t a just solution -.hich "ill
Tout a stop to fur ther bloo-'sh^ an'-'1 suf fer inq .

^ince tho problem -J-F t.^miM.? <ip.s f irst brouaht before th:. Tlnit.e'-'1 nations
moro than 30 vears ^qo, our Orqanization has consistently sonqht to uphol ^ tho
rights of tho Namib|?n r-.;onl<=». "h^ historic .iec.x^iin t^!-.^n by tho Gencr ?.l
Asssnibly in 10-',(S which terrninato-T South Afr ica ' s ^pT-lato over th-= ̂ orritory,
'narifer^ n turninq-point in this lonr< history of ripite:.": Nations involvnjr>»nt. . 3y

Namibia nn.nar th^ -?iroct resoonsibil.it v of th.-? UnitoH ,^t ions , the
in ^ff^ct ^nt^rr-' into -. comnitm^nt to«-;ar ''s tlv> Terri tory an- - ics

a coTa^itmont not onlv to assist them anl r'-fen^. their intorpsts but
also, abov oil, '-.o obtain for :-hc:ra tho ^n-ioyin^nt of all 'ihose ^asic riqhts
which *r<? qnarantee'-l to thom i m ^ p r the Char te r , tho most fun- 'am^ntal of which
is thr> right >o self-,Totr=>rrnination. ^oqrott^bly, th" latter nart of this

remains

nl,-n o^ ^rtion for ^iTDlr-'rpo-iting th^ propose1, for a r^ttlfirppnt -?hich T
5" to the Security Council in August l^st v«ar , an.l ---hich M3S

subsequently approve: '-y th-.t Council, ^pHa-l ror ^ TJnit<-i "ations pr^sonca in
mibiE) for thp sunorwision an-"1 control ^f oloctions loaTJ.nq to in iDpftn-'once.
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Since then th~ nl^n h^s bo-2n s subject of intensive consultations >-'i th the
narties ronrer n^'-"1 -vimcy":. ~:t reaohinq «qr^.p.nf>nt on the emplace'nai'it of THT"^
(Unite-"1 Cations Transition Assistance Group) in Namibia in accordance "ith
Security Council resolution -3S (1073). Following the "ost t -cent roun..'< of
consultations that --'ore hel-i v,'ith the nartio^ in ^o" York l^st month, I .?.m no<;
a^aitino ^ renly frojn the Oo Vermont nf South a*^ri.c^ rpnnr ' . ina its nosition on
the imol^montatron of that olon as envisage? by th^ Unita^ Nations. The
position o^ the South Af r i can Governnent >,'ill hr>v^ a significant br?.riag on
our future coarse of action in this r

It js )TT)st iirirxirtRnt that "e ''.-r^p the TMom^ntu^ ^or th;-' .ittqin™ient of a
?fu] s--?ttl»n>,7nt in accordance "ith thp resolutions op th« Sacuritv

Council. I accorr'inqlv urojc- the Govprn^ont of South Afr ica to extend its :Cull
co-operation to the nnit^-i TT.^tions for th^ achievement of this objective.

fh^ rapvll.v 'l^ter ior ̂ ting situation w i t h its h-;?v" toll of innocant
is a source of qreat concern to all of us. rfe must spare no effort to 'x inq
•^bo'i.t 3 sottlatient as rarv: llv as nossihle, an^ '•?«.• 'mist continue to rstan"" f i rm
D.oainst -ill unilateral attemritq ^t political action ";hich is not in conformity
T-'i '-h th--> resolutions ^^ th^ ^ocuritv Council. Anv rol^vation of our efforts

, T a"i convince^1, have tragic consequences for all

In conclusion, 7. t-ir.h to express to the President an-'i n-^mbers of the
Council for ^amibi-s my annrociation of their untir inn effor ts on behalf of
Namibia rnr'' i.ts n^opl.o. T assure the Council that it c^n count on r^y Dullest
co-ooeration in c^rrv.inq o».it the i^noortant tasks entrusteJ to it bv the?
f^pnerr1! Assembly,

* **


