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Western Sahara

Mr. Dunbar's faxes MIN-1270 and MIN-1272 to the Secretary-
General

1. The first fax reports on Dunbar's meetings with Interior Minister Basri of the
Moroccan Government and POLISARIO Coordinator Khadad on 8 and 12
May in fulfilment of instructions conveyed by Miyet to invite both sides to
present ideas as to how the problem of contested tribal groupings could be
resolved.

2. The POLISARIO, while unwilling to make proposals, appeared to be aware of
the need to address the problem and also to be ready to listen to any
specific ideas that might be put forward. Morocco, for its part, is keeping
its options open until it finds out as mush as it can about the final number of
non-contested applicants likely to be found eligible.

3. Dunbar proposes to raise this problem again with the parties at the end of
May following consultations with UN Headquarters and Baker, while noting
that the SG's last report establishes a 30 June deadline for resolving it; to
continue to make proposals of his own for a resolution; and not to force the
issue before the end of June. There are signs, he says, that Morocco is
hoping for an indefinite prolongation of the identification process.

4. The second fax submits an analysis as background for Dunbar's meeting
with the SG in Cleveland on 18 May, focussing on problems relating to
contested tribes, refugee repatriation and voter appeals.

5. Dunbar notes as reasons for satisfaction that

a. "the identification process is moving ahead" with 175,000 members
of non-contested tribes projected to have been convoked by August
1998;

b. "we have kept the parties in the game"; and

c. the SG made it clear in his 17 April report that no further delays in
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6. Unfortunately, MINURSO is far from finding an answer to the problem posed
by the 65,000 contested applicants. Morocco has made it increasingly clear
that it will not accept the proposed formula involving a test group of 4,000.

7. Other problems which need to be addressed are the establishment of
conditions in the territory conducive to the repatriation of refugees and the
length of the appeals process.

8. In the next few weeks, MINURSO will maintain pressure on the parties; give
Morocco time to digest the eligibility figures they now receive each month
on the basis of which it may well decide to a) make "maximalist" demands
for iden^tfipation, b) create a deadlock and then seek a non-referendum
solutiG(r£efr c) make a proposal which the POLISARIO might accept and draw
up steps to create a secure environment conducive to refugee return.

9. Dunbar is "struck by the reflexive suspicion and hostility with which [Basri]
views the UN's role in finding a solution to the problem".

10. Dunbar will seek Baker's ideas.

Rolf Knutsson
15 May 1998




