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SG/SEV2690
PI/237
22 March 1979

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL 3SFOR5 ANNUAL COHFBREMCB

OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Follovjing is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
at the opening todr?y at Headquarters of the Annual Conference of
Non-Governmental Organizations associated with the Department of Public
Information0.*

I am •. .'flights' to hav-.- the opportunity to aodress tht Amu-il Conference
of the non-Governments! Organizations associated with the. United Nations
Department of Public Information. At the outset I should liUc to congratulate
Miss Bstelle Linger, who hr>.s compiled a distinguished record of achievement in
the i-'GO ^rea ^ver since the Unite-' Nntions -,,'as 1'ounc-to oind who has scrvec
effectively as Chairperson of the WGO Executive Committee £or the past two
ye^rs. I should nlso \i\'̂  to chank the organisers of this year's conference,
in particular Dr. Philip 0!tc of th-? Christian Peace Conference and Dr. t-Iill
van den Mooiiord of the Mrha'i's Int..rnc.tion«l Community. I look upon thc:-:i,
and indeed all of you, as partners in the effort to huilJ a isatter and More
peaceful

It is particularly appronriate an-' tirnely, I therefore feel, that you
have selected as a theme for your conference "Partners for Peace — HGO's ana
the UW°. Mutual Responsibility ,:>nd nitudl Opportunity". Never before in the
history of the United Nations has it been so urgent for us to have the support
of tht non-qovt rniaent-il community throughout the tvorlu. That sup^oft muit
rest in large measures on an understanding of the problems before us. For the
fact is th.;t no political in.31.1 tution such -.is tht United hat ions can function
effectively unless its aims, no less than its problems, are thoroughly
unr'erstoo«. . t all lev;'.l;> of Lh^ societv for v/hich it

As Secretary-General, it is part of my obligation to see to it that the-
United M, st ions is un-.ttrstooi- no less cle.nrly here ,,-t HtaoquaEters than it is
anywhere else in the world. The difficulty involven in this, however, is as
unique as the Organization itself. In its thirty-fourth yfear cf ocic-t^nce, it
is an Organisation that today is approaching universality. Its 151 mem
States each has its own priorities, historical backgrounds, economic

(more)

For background on the Conference, see Press Release PI/23'- of 19
1579.
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conditions, and social and cultural traditions. The diversity of its
membership, naturally enough, is inevitably reflected in the various
interpretations and reactions to what we do, and these give rise to many
differing viewpoints about our effectiveness. This points up one of the more
fundamental truths underlying the United Nations — that there is more than
one way to look at and see a problem.

All too often, the very fact that there are so many differing viewpoints
also gives rise to a misconception that the United Nations, as an
organization, is torn by self-doubt and indt-cision, that it lacks o capacity
to act as well as the ability to concert the efforts of its membership for the
common good. I mention this to you today because I am deeply concerned about
this impression, which I feel reflects on the potential of the United Nations
to carry out the mandate given to it in 1945.

I have called this viev/ of the Organization a misconception because it
dots not truly reflect the situation. It is tht surface manifestation of a
much deeper problem. I pointed to that problem recently in a press conference
here at Headquarters, and I understand that many WGO's expressed concern over
the remarks I made at that time. I am told that there was considerable
surprise because I said that we face a difficult year, with many problems and
unresolved issues, and that the prospects for their resolution were not too
good. I also said the situation was rather gloomy.

Let me assure you I am not a pessimist. I am an optimist. I believe in
the United Nations. I believe this Organization has the capacity and the
ability to carry out the responsibilities assigned to it by the community of
nations. But I also believe it is essential to be realistic and to
acknowledge that the prime reason we are facing so many difficulties today is
because the leaders of the United Nations Member Governments do not always
show the political will to solve the problems that confront us. This concerns
me because, in the final analysis, this Organization is a reflection of the
political will of its membership.

You, ss the leaders of the NG9 community, know all too ivell the
unresolved problems that are still with us. You know about the rise in
natioalism, the regional conflicts that continue to flare in the Middle East,
in southern Africa, Namibia, Rhodesia, Cyprus and Indo-China. You know the
difficulties facing us in slowing down the arms race and in disarmament, in
reaching agreements on such vital issues as the law of the sea and the
North-South dialogue. The list is long, and when looked at in full, it shows
a world of unrest and uncertainty.

It shows a world in which most Governments still rely on power politics
as a means to resolve their differences. The United Nations is brought into a
criticial situation either too late or not at all, and if its decisions are
thought to be in conflict with national policies, they are more often than not
disregarded.

(more)
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What is the answer then, my friends? Are we to say that the United
Nations is not working? That would he a serious mistake because I believe
that with all the difficulties I have mentioned here today, the United Nations
is fulfilling a vital need. Over and over again, we have seen that the United
Nations provides its members with a safety valve, that even if they do not
wish to follow its decisions, they turn to it to defuse what could othervjise
become a major conflagration. They turn to it for peacekeeping. They turn to
it for co-operative measures in economic and social development. They turn to
it with delicate human rights problems. They turn to it with problems of
refugees made homeless because of natural disasters or political persecution.
They turn to it to help co-ordinate safety in the air. They turn to it to
help find cures for smallpox and other ills that have plaguec' humanity over
the centuries. They turn to it to save the lives and assure a better future
for their children.

That is the message I want to emphasise to you today — that wliile we
must be realistic in recognizing our political difficulties, we must also have
confidence that the United Nations is capable of doing the job assigned to it
in the Charter if only Governments vill use it properly.

We ĥ .ve thousands of people all over the world engaged in operations like
the Development Programme, High Commissioner for Refugees, Disaster Relief,
the Environment Programme and the United Nations Children's Fund, just to
mention a few. We have more than 12,000 soldiers from twenty-seven nations
serving in six separate peace-keeping operations. The importance of these
active representatives of the United Nations is not only in the tasks they
perform or in thpir numbers, but in the idea of service to the world community
which they symbolize. They are the forerunners, the pioneers of the world
order which must evolve if we are to move forward to a global society worthy
of the great aspirations of humanity.

The United Nations is the greatest of all human political experiments.
The obstacles and difficulties facing it are tremendous, but so are its
possibilities. In any case, we have no alternative but to continue to try to
make the United Nations as effective as we can possibly make it. We cannot
afford to fail. This is an enterprise of vital concern to every member of the
human race. That is the message that you, the HGO community, must convey to
all the world.

Thank you.

* *** *



MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE OPENING OF THE
FOURTEENTH SESSION OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA
AND THE FIFTH MEETING OF THE.CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS

RABAT, MOROCCO, 20-28 MARCH 1979

It gives me great pleasure to convey my greetings and

best wishes to the participants at this session of the

Economic Commission for Africa, which marks the Commission's

twenty-first anniversary. I regret that matters relating to

recent international developments with which the Security

Council is seized have prevented me from leaving New York to

join you for this important occasion. I would, nevertheless, like

to take this opportunity to convey to His Majesty King Hassan II

and to the Government and people of Morocco my deep appreciation

for their generous hospitality.

In the past two decades, ECA has greatly enlarged its

membership and the extent of its activities. It has served

as an essential link in the network of mutually supportive

efforts at the global, regional, subregional and national

levels to promote African development. This commemorative

session, which has as its theme economic interdependence and

collective self-reliance, provides a valuable opportunity to

assess the progress made by the African region in socio-

economic development and integration. It will also serve to

reinforce the continuing efforts of the Member Governments to



build a better future for the region and will help to enhance

the role of the Commission in this endeavour.

This session is especially timely in that it is being held

when the United Nations has begun work on the preparation of a

new international development strategy for the Third Development

Decade. The General Assembly has recognized the importance of

regional contributions in this process and hafT laid special

emphasis on the need for the regional commissions to bring their

regional experiences to bear upon the formulation of the new

international development strategy. In this connexion, the EGA

has already dene valuable preparatory work within the framework

of the new international economic order. TV.is work has given
NL

special emphasis to promotion of self-reliance, th<= acceleration

of endogenous processes of growth and diversification, and the

progressive eradication of unemployment and deprivation.

I have "been encouraged by the efforts that are being made

further to intensify co-operation among the countries of the

region, taking into account the relatively small size of many

of the economies and the need for concerted action to promote

development. It is also heartening to note that special

attention continues to be given to the.problems of the least

developed countries,'the majority of which are located within

this region. All these initiatives of EGA require the fullest

assistance of the international community as a whole.



In reviewing its activities and drawing up the blueprint

for its future work, EGA will need to take into account the

increased responsibilities which have recently been entrusted

to the regional commissions by the General Assembly and which

represent an important element in the restructuring of the

economic and social sectors of the United Nations' system.

The regional commissions, as the main general economic and
development

social/centres within the United Nations' system for their
A

respective regions, will have greater responsibility in

ensuring co-ordination of development activities at the regional

level and in contributing to global policy-making and

implementation. If the commissions are to discharge these new

responsibilities effectively, it is evident that urgent

attention must be given to strengthening their capabilities.

I am confident that your deliberations at this session will

make a major contribution toward accelerating the economic and

social development of the region and, more generally, toward the

establishment of a more equitable and just world economic order.

I send you my best wishes for a most successful and rewarding

session.

** ** **
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MESSAGE DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL A L'.OUVERTURE DE LA

QUATCRZIEME SESSION DE LA COMMISSION ECONOMIQUE POUR L'AFRIQUE

ET LA CINQUIEME REUNION DU CONSEIL DES MINISTRES,

RABAT (MAROC) , 20-28 MARS. 1979

C'est un grand plaisir pour moi que d'adresser mes salutations

et mes meilleurs voeux de succes aux participants a cette session

de la Commission economique poxir 1'Afrique, qui marque le vingt-

et-unieme anniversaire de son existence. Je regrette que des

questions se rapportant a des evenements internationaux recents

dont le Conseil de securite est saisi me retiennent a Naw York et

me privent df§tre parmi vous en cette importante occasion. Je

voudrais cependant saisir la possibility qui m'est offerte d'exprimer

a sa Majest^ le Roi du Maroc et au Gcuvernement et au peuple marocains

ma profonde gratitude pour leur genereuse hospitality.

Au cours de ces vingt dernieres annees, la CEA a vu s'accroltre

ccnsiderablement le nombre de ses membres, de meme que 1'etendue de

ses activites. Elle a 4teiun maillon essentiel dans le reseau des

•efforts conjuques et sclidaires d^ployes aux niveaux mondial, regional,

sous-regional et national pour promouvoir le deVeloppement de 1'Afrique,

Cette session commemorative, placee sous le theme de 1'interdependence

^conomique et de 1'autonomie collective, offre une occasion precieuse

d1^valuer les progres accomplis par la region de 1'Afrique en ce qui

concerne le deVeloppement socio-<Bconcmique et 1' integration. Elle

servira <§galement a renforcer 1'action des gouvernements membres qui
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s'cmplcient nans reluche a ccnntruiro pour cllc un avenir meillcur

et contribuera a rehausser le rSle de la Commission dans cette

entreprise.

Cette session se tient aussi a un moment particulierement

opportun puisque 1"Organisation des Nations Unies vient d'antamer

les travaux preparatifs d'une nouvelle strategic internationale du

developpement pour la Troisieme decennie des Nations Unies pour le

developpement. L'Assemble'e gdnerale a reconnu I1 importance qu'il

convenait d'accorder aux contributions regionales et a soulign£

tout particulierement la necessity de mettre a profit 1'experience

des commissions regionales pour formuler la nouvelle strategic

internationale du developpement. A cet egard, la CEA a deja

r£alis£ d'importants travaux preparatoires dans la perspective

du nouvel ordre economique international. Elle a tout specialement

cherch<S a encourager le progres vers 1'autcncraie, a accel ̂ rer d^s

processus de croissance et de diversification endogenes et a

eliminer progressivement le chfimage et le denueraent.

J'ai trouve encourageants les efforts ddploy^s pour intensifier

encore la cooperation entre pays de la region, en tenant compte des

dimensions economiques relativement reduites de nombre d(entre eux

et de la ne'cessite' de recourir a une action concerte'e pour prcmouvoir

le developpement. II est en outre stimulant de noter que les

problemes des pays les moins avanc^s - lesquels se trouvent pour

la plupart en Afrique - continuent a ben^ficier d'une attention

particuliere. Toutes ces initiatives de la CEA requierent 1'assis-

tance sans reserve de 1'ensemble de la communaut£ internationale.



En passant en revue ses activity's et en 6tablissant le plan

de ses travaux futurs, la CEA devra tenir compte des responsabilite's

accrues que I1 Assembled gene"rale a r^cemment confines aux commissions

r6gionales et qui constituent un aspect important de la restruc-

turation des secteurs e'conomique et social du systeme de~ Nations

Unies. , En tant que principaux centres de deVeloppement e'conomique

et social du systeme des Nations Unies pour leurs regions respectives,

les commissions r^gionales seront appel^es a jouer un r61e plus

;grand dans la coordination des activites de d^veloppement a 1'Echelon

regional et a contribuer davantage a 1'Elaboration et a 1'application

de la politique mondiale. Si 1'on veut que les commissions s'acquitten

efficacement de ces nouvelles taches, il est Evident que 1'on

doit se pr£occuper d'urgence de renforcer leurs moyens d1action.

•̂

Je suis persuadS que les deliberations que vous tiendrez a

la prSsente session contribueront beaucoup a accEl^rer le d^ve- •

loppement £conomique et social de la region et, sur un plan plus

general, a instaurer un ordre e'conomique mondial plus Equitable
t

et plus juste.

Je vous souhaite bien sincerement une tres fructueuse session.



MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY-GENERAL KURT WALDHEIM TO THE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, 23-25 MARCH 1979

It gives me great pleasure to send my greetings and best

wishes to the participants in the Annual General Meeting of

the United Nations Association of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland. I warmly recall the generous welcome I was accorded

when I addressed you last year, and you may be certain that I

shall follow your proceedings and your recommendations on the

important issues before you with close interest.

Your Association is one of the oldest and at the same time

also one of the most active United Nations Associations in the

world. I attach the greatest importance to your work in

promoting a better public understanding of the activities of

the United Nations and of the many complex issues with which it

is confronted.

Recent developments have shown all too clearly that, in

addition to the burden of many of the unresolved questions of

past years, the international community is faced with new problems

no less urgent and dangerous. Conflicts in many parts of the

world represent a continuing threat to world peace and

fundamental issues, such as the North-South dialogue and the

continuation and escalation of the arms race, remain largely

unresolved.



The reluctance of many nations to fulfil their obligations

under the Charter and to make timely use of the world Organization

as a matter of course in all situations, is at the heart of these

difficulties. Yet the United Nations has demonstrated time and

again that, given the necessary political will and the support of

its Member States, it has the capacity to succeed in the tasks

assigned to it. Its peace-keeping and very extensive humanitarian

and economic activities serve to underline its potential.

Concerned as I am over recent developments, I remain convinced

of our ability to succeed in our historic mission.

This success, however, can come about only if the Member

Governments of the United Nations unite in their determination to

use the Organization not for narrow nationalist aims, but as an

instrument to achieve their common goals of peace, social progress

and better standards of life in larger freedom for all peoples

of the world.

Non-governmental organizations such as the United Nations

Association of Great Britain and Northern Ireland have a key role

to play in helping to make certain that the United Nations is used

in this way. That is why your continued support has been a source

of such encouragement to us and why I welcome this opportunity

to express to you my appreciation for all you have done in the

past. I am confident that, with your continuing commitment and

dedication, we can fulfil the high expectations contained in the

United Nations Charter.

You have my very best wishes for a most rewarding and success-

ful meeting.
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OMNIPSESS

LOHDOM (ENGLAND)

FOR POPOVIC, REF. YOUR LETTER 13 FEB. FOLLOWIHS IS THE TEXT OF

MESSAGE FROM SECGEN TO AHblÛ L GENERAL MEETING OF THE UNITED NATIONS

ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN AHD NORTHERN IREL&HD, BEING HELD

23-25

QUOTE — • •—~U!3QOOTE

RSG&KDS, SOHAH

Cable Editor: Text of message attached hereto.

A. Rohan - Director
Executive Office of the Secretary-General
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3802

FOR ACTION
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. FOR COMMENTS
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YOUR ATTENTION

AS DISCUSSED

AS REQUESTED
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FOR INFORMATION

Extension — Paste Date

5031 20 Feb. 79
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POUR APPROBATION

POUR SIGNATURE
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POURRIONS-NOUS EN PARLER ?
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NOTER ET RETOURNER

POUR INFORMATION

Would you kindly draft
a message to the British
UNA, as requested by Mr.Popovic.
Many thanks.

COM.6 1P-7S1



UNITED NATIONS ff ip lP NATIONS UNIES

Tel.: 01-629-3816 14-15 Stratford Place
Cables: Omnipress London London, WIN 9AF

13 February 1979-

Confidential.

Dear Albert,

As in previous years, the British U W Association is
holding its Annual General Council and is anxious to receive a
message of greeting and encouragement from the Secretary-General.
Last year, you will recall, we were all in London and the S-G
himself addressed the Council at Imperial College on 7 April.

This year the UNA meets at Sheffield, at the University
23 - 25 March. Joan Anstee has been invited and ̂ as accepted to
address the Plenary on the Saturday, 24 March. Her theme will
probably relate to HIEO and the developing world. If I bring a
message from the S-G to that Plenary it might therefore be a wide
world view, especially on possibilities and difficulties of peace-
keeping and strengthening the UN and its peace making role ( several

* resolutions on this will be before Council - samples enclosed ).
The S-G last April struck a strong inspirational note about UNA efforts

* which is what voluntary bodies need and I enclose the messages delivered
in 1976 and 1977.

If someone in the Executive Office could provide a few
paragraphs within the next month - say by 12 March - I will be able to
reproduce copies for subsequent distribution at General Council.

Many thanks for your help on this.

Warmest regards,

Yours sincerely,

Michael Popovic,
Acting Director.

Mr. A. Rohan
Deputy Executive Assistant to the

Secretary-General
Room 3802-A, United Nations
Hew York.

Encls: *



UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

3 WHITEHALL COURT LONDON SW1 A 2 EL 01-9:50 2931 2

9th February 1979

Mr. M. Popovic,
Director,
U.N. Information Centre,
14/15 Stratford Place,
London, W.I

Dear Mr. Popovic,

I enclose a copy of a letter which I wrote earlier
this week to Mis§ Anstee. She was good enough to telephone
to me earlier in the week and I promised to send her a copy
of the Preliminary Agenda for General Council.

I am also enclosing a copy of the Preliminary Agenda
and we very much hope that you too will be able to come to
the General Council and to bring greetings from the
Secretary-General. I think Mr. Harding has already spoken
to^you about this. Will you be coming on the ?ridsy afternoon
or will you be accompanying Miss Anstee on Saturday? I
enclose a form giving details about accommodation.

Yours sincerely,

Miss Audrey Davies
Administrative Secretary

Enc:



6th February 1979

Dsar Miss Anstee,

It was very good of you to telephone when you were
in London lasS week and I hope you have by now received the
letter vrhich Mr. Harding wrote to you on January 24th giving
information about the General Council. We are very glad
to know that you will ba able to address the Council at
12 noon on Saturday, 24th March and that you will ba willing
to speak fos about hal£«an-hour and to answer questions.
I enclose a copy of the Preliminary Agenda which will give
you some idea of the kind of subjects that will be covered
during the course of the weekend* The Final Agenda giving
tha exact time-table and order of debate will be available
early In March and I will see that a copy is sent to you.

When you spoke to ma on the telephone you said that
you would like to travel up to Sheffield on Saturday morning.
This would I think mean catching the 7.50 train from St. Pancras
Station, arriving in Sheffield at 1O.43. The next train on a
Saturday does not arrive until 12.10. We very much hope you
will have lunch with us and stay for as much of the afternoon
session as you would be interested to attend.

We are all very much looking forward to meeting you
at the Council and to hearing you speak.

Yours sincerely,

Miss Audrey Davies
Administrative Secretary

Miss Margaret Anstee,
Assistant Secretary-General
(Room DC 1223)
United Nations
New York, U0S.A.

cc. Michael Popovic
Janet Blackman
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C O M M I S S I O N

„ P.! STRENGTHENING THE UN AND ITS PEACE-MAKING ROLE (Executive Committee).i.JV.iv... J i . . . . . .

1 '.Welcomes the efforts of HMG to strengthen the security role of the
2 .•tfĥ .jbgsl Nations at the UN Special Session on Disarmament in May/June
3 . 1978 and specifically recommends

; 4 (1) That a special session of the Security Council should be con-
5 .. vened to consider ways in which its role could be made more
_6 , effective;

7 (2) That the United Kingdom should convene an informal conference
8 of Ministers from all the countries which have contributed
9 troops to the UN peace-keeping operations for discussions about
10 the future conduct of such operations and how they might be
11 improved;

12 (3) That periodic meetings of the Security Council should be held,
13 as provided by Article 28, para. 2 of the Charter, at which
14 states might be represented by members of their governments or
15 by other 'specially designated1 representatives;

16 (4) That one or more subsidiary organs of the Security Council might
17 be set up, as envisaged in Article 29 of the Charter, e.g.

18 (a) An advisory committee which could act comprehensively in
19 respect of any potential or actual conflict;

20 (b) A conciliatory commission made up of respected public figures
21 with international experience;

22 (c) Ad hoc committees with continuing responsibility to deal
23 with particular disputes;

,. 24 (5) That a UN fact- finding service be established within the
25 framework of the Secretariat but responsible to the Security

, 26 Council;
L 27 (6) That greater use be made of missions or rapporteurs to establish
28 facts or deal with specific questions;

29 (7) That member states should be encouraged to maintain standby
30 forces for peace-keeping purposes to include preparation for
31 peace-keeping in their military training programmes-

Addendum (Association of World Federalists)

Insert new para. 4(d) between lines 23 and 24:
"A permanent UN Peace-keeping force, individually recruiter],
trained and stationed at strategic bases provided by member
states of the UN".

Addendum (Cheltenham Branch)

(a) Insert new paragraph after 4(c):
"a tribunal of equity under the Security Council to mediate and
adjudicate upon international problems and disputes".

_ 1 - /.. . .



->) Insert new paragraphs after line 28: \ 1'
1 7

"(7) That a levy to finance the equipping and maintenance of the
international peace force in co-operation with existing custc
arrangements, charging a small percentage on all international
trade;

(8) That further contribution to the cost of the peace-keeping
force be made by the transfer to it of national military
equipment and productive capacity;

(9) That provision under international authority be made for
armament production and research to continue for a period
to equipe the peace-keeping force during the run-down of
national armaments."

Renumber present (7) as (10).

(A motion was also submitted by Benleaze and Weptbury
] Branch arid Northern Area of the Western Region)
t1

! P.2 DISARMAMENT

| I. Composite Motion: North-Eastern Regional Council, Executive
I Committee and Calderdale Branch

1 Welcomes the proposals made by HMG at the UN Special Session on
2 Disarmament in May/June 1978 which invited UN member states:

3 1. to publish detailed information about the total value of their
4 arms production and of their sales and other transfers of
5 arms to other countries;

6 2. to supply full information on their armed forces and on military
7 budgets using the pilot scheme established by the Secretary-
8 General for the standardised reporting of such budgets as a step
9 towards verified and balanced reductions in military expenditure;

10 Urges HMG to carry out these proposals unilaterally and to press,
11 at the UN Committee on Disarmament and the UN Disarmament Commission,
12 for their adoption by other UN member states. • 'J-\,

13 Recommends HMG to support the proposals for ;

14 (a) the establishment of a world Disarmament Authority as a
15 permanent institution of the United Nations system;

16 (b) the enforcement of a system of registration of transfers and
17 sales of arms and weapons of war; and "r-.

18 (c) the prevention of all such transfers which are illegal under
19 national laws;

20 Urges HMG to issue regular and clear statements of the action it is
21 taking and of the success it is achieving in this matter;

- 2 -



II

3
4
5

6
7
8

9
10
11

12
13
14
15

16

17
18
19

20
21
22
23

24

25
26

27
28

29
30

31
32

33
34
35
36

Urges WFUNA to use to the full, in association with other members
of the Geneva NGO Disarmament Conference, the opportunities now
made available for their participation in the resumed disarmament
negotiations in Geneva;

Urges all UNA Branches to keep before Members of Parliament and the
general public the urgent necessity for real and substantial
reduction of armaments.

* A

ist'errl ̂ Regional Council
Urges HMG
A. International1v

(1) To propose that the General Assembly should appoint a group
of experts to draft a Treaty for General and Complete Dis-
armament;

(2) To propose that the UN Centre for Disarmament should be
elevated to the status of an Arms Control and Disarmament
Agency;

(3) To propose that IAEA should appoint a group of experts to
advise on the conversion of atomic and nuclear war materials
to peaceful use or safe storage;

(4) tfo ensure that fair, objective assessments of the East-West
balance of forces are frequently publicised so that the
arms race is not stimulated by partial, politically inspired
alarms;

(5) To give sustained impetus to the mutual and balanced force
reductions negotiations;

(6) to make a unilateral contribution to this process by
announcing HMG' s intention not to replaco. its Polaris
submarine fleet;

(7) to give much greater publicity to the entire Helsinki Final
Act, and to give positive governmental support, including
funds, for the promotion of ail the forms of East-West
co-operation elaborated in the Final Act.

B. Nationally

(8) to appoint a Minister for Disarmament wi.th Cabinet status;

(9) topronote the Arms Control and Disarmament Division at the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office to the status of a Ministry;

(10) To create a National Disarmament Council drawn from a broad
cross-section of the community;

(11) To propose the creation of a Parliamentary Select Committee
on Arms Control and Disarmament;

(12) To support research in universities and other educational
establishments into disarmament and world development;

(13) To assist the creation of a Standing Conference of NGOs
concerned with disarmament;

(14) To convene quarterly discussions between the Disarmament
Division (or Ministry) and concerned NGOs.
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III. Cunn.incrhame North Branch
'f|

1 Urges HMG to consider •.. %f
"<•'$$•

2 (1) a well-defined step on the road to general and complete --^
3 disarmament to be attained in three stages of two years eac%

"-$/•
4 (2) a major degree of demilitarisation of all Europe up to thex3||,
5 borders with the USSR; -''Hi''

•'Sf
. i&il

6 (3) the complete removal of all nuclear and other weapons of £;;.'
7 mass destruction and all conventional weapons of an offensive
8 nature from the area; "\.̂

- ' • • V'

9 (4) the setting up of an adequate (say - 1,000,000 men) United
10 Nations peace-keeping force in Europe equipped with completely
11 standardised defensive weaponry only, paid for by the countries
12 of Europe on a scale according to their populations and ',;',
13 recruited on a voluntary basis. .-:

P. 3 THE ARMS TRADE (North-East Regional Council)

1 Believes that the arms race has distorted and held back development
2 in Third World countries

3 Calls on HMG

4 (1) to consider selling arms for political reasons only in the
5 interests of the maintenance of international peace and security
6 as prescribed in Chapter VII of the Charter rather than for
7 commercial reasons;

8 (2) to refrain from promoting arms deals with developing countries
9 and to run down the Defence Sales Organisation.

Amendment (Bloomsbury Branch)
Lines 3 - 9 : Delete all words after "Calls on HMG" and substitute:

"to withdraw from the arms trade, which adds to the tension and
possibility of war in many actual or potential trouble spots."

P.4 DEFENCE INDUSTRY CONVERSION

Composite Motion: Youth Council and Twickenham Branch, and North-
East Regional Council

1 Alarmed at the excessive expenditure in the armaments industry and
2 the consequent waste of human material resources,

3 Noting that in Britain workers at three armaments plants at VickeEs,
4 Newcastle, Lucas and BAG, Preston, have drawn up alternative plans for
5 production of socially useful products to save their own jobs lhuthe
6 long term,

7 Urges HMG

8 (1) to implement the planning agreements machinery in these and other
9 such cases to ensure a fair appraisal of the workers' plans?

- 4 -



P.', .NAMIBIA (Bloomsbury Branch)

.3

4
5
6
7
8

10
11

12
13
14

; Deplores the unilateral holding by the Government of South Africa
cf "elections" in Namibia in defiance of the United Nations and of
the Western members of the Security Council;

Calls upon HMG to use all its influence with the government of
-^JSouth Africa to ensure that new impartial elections are held under
' UN* supervision and in accordance with the decision of the Security
Council and the General Assembly as a prelude to the full independence
of an undivided Namibia.

Furthermore,

Noting that the British contract with Rio Tinto Zinc for uranium from
Namibia is in violation of UN Decree 1 of 1974,

Urges HMG to terminate this contract immediately and to refrain
from the violation of Namibia's right to exploit its own mineral
resources.

P.1O SOUTH AFRICA (Youth Council)

1 Conscious of the total neglect of the political, social and
2 economic rights of the black African peoples of South Africa by
3 the Pretoria Government;

4 Condemns unequivocally the suppression of the African National
5 Congress, this comprising the legitimate representative of the
6 people of South Africa;

7 Reaffirms its support for the peoples of South Africa to achieve
8 their freedom and dignity through such means as is necessary.

P.11 ANNUAL REPORTS ON UN ACTION (Executive Committee)

1 Considering the wide range of concerns of the UN and its agencies
2 on which governmental action is recommended,

3 Noting that some member states make annual reports of their
4 implementation of such recommendations,

5 Urges HMG to issue annual reports on actions taken to follow up
6 and implement decisions made by the UN and its Agencies and
7 Conferences.

P.12 SELECT COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN POLICY (Executive Committee)

1 Considering the need for more opportunities to examine government
2 foreign policy and in addition to strengthen the aspect of
3 accountability,

4 Urges the establishment of a Select Committee on Foreign Policy
5 as recommended in the Report of the Procedure Committee of the
6 House of Commons.

- 7 -
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14-15 STRATFORD PLACE, '" • Telephone:
LONDON WIN 9AF ' <".: - 01-6293816

' MESSAGE BY THE"SECRETARY-GENERAL . '
TO THE-GENERAL-COUNCIL OF THE

UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN & NORTHERN IRELAND
. . . . . . The University of Aston
. . Birmingham, 15" April 1977

- It gives me great pleasure once again to extend my,. warm greetings and best
wishes to the members of the United Nations Association of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland. The agenda of your annual meeting reveals your continuing
commitment to the; enduring objectives of the United Nations. I extend to
Mr.. Jeremy Thorpe my sincere congratulations on his election as ybur\new Chairman
and express my deep appreciation to Mr.. Eric Price-Holmes for his invaluable
services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The United Nations now includes iVr member states. This continuing growth
encourages my belief that in the near future it will reach the long-sought goal
of universality. . Also, I have been heartened during my recent visit to the
Middle East by the considerable support shown for resumption of the Geneva Peace
Conference, which I hope will take place later this year. On 'Cyprus, U.N.
Peacekeeping forces still play a vital role. While no immediate solution resulted
from the recent talks in Vienna, I believe a meaningful dialogue has been reopened.
The -same, however, cannot be said̂ of the situation in Southern Africa where the
potential for a major disaster draws closer every day unless the changes called
for by the United Nations are promptly implemented.

At the Seventh Special Session of the General Assembly, the international
community had reached consensus on the fundamental objectives and guiding
principles for the establishment of a new International economic order. Since
then, intensive negotiations have taken place in a number of forums, most notably
in UNCTAD and the Paris Conference. There is a growing realization that
International peace and security will, in the long run, depend heavily upon the
attainment of economic and social justice for all. I am therefore hopeful that
despite setbacks we will eventually succeed in recording progress when the 31st
Session of the General Assembly resumes later this year.

To me, the fact that the target of one thousand million dollars for the
International Fund for Agricultural Development has been reached is most
significant. This was made possible through co-operation between the OPEC
countries and those of OECD, and thus proves that true partnerships between
developed and developing countries can become a reality.

Another area of international co-operation where further advances can be
expected this year is the Law Of The Sea. I am glad to note that differences on
many of the complex issues involved have been narrowed as a result of consultations
held since the last session of the conference.

However, I find the appalling costs of the arms race and signs of its
increasing, most disturbing. The decision of the General Assembly to establish a
Centre for Disarmament will improve the quality of Information available to member
states and the public. But only the political determination of nations can lessen
the awesome burden of arms and in this context the decision to convene in 1978 a
Special Session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament can assume
historic significance.

Cont ' d . . . .
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The protection and promotion of human rights is of particular concern to me
and in the pursuit of this objective I have used the possibilities inherent in my
office in a variety of specific cases involving human rights. During the past
year, the two international convenants have come into force and along with other
instruments formulated by the United Nations earlier, represent modest advances
towards giving international legal content to a comprehensive range of basic
human rights. There remains, however, a serious gap between our professed aims
and the painful fact that serious violations of. human rights, continue in many parts
of the world. : -• '-.----•'---—-.:•.

The United Nations reflects the realities-of the increasingly-complex and
interdependent world in which we live-. TJhere there, is a will and a desire for
constructive change on the part of governments, it remains the best instrument to
tackle the political, economic and social problems of an increasingly interdependent
world. • • • ' ; ; •' . •:= ^ ••••:. -• • '.

Realization of its great potential, however,' depends oh how much and how well
the public understands the true nature of global problems arid to what degree it :
will support ..the. efforts of the world organization in •'resolving them. I am
therefore particularly grateful to the 'U.N. Association of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, which plays a major role in fulfilling this need for public
understanding, and support.

I extend to you my very best, wishes for a productive and successful meeting
and for yqur future .endeavours.

•if* '-5HHHS-
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14-15 STRATFORD PLACE,
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MESSAGE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
TO THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE

UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
Cambridge, 2_April" 1976

The year which has elapsed since I last had the pleasure of sending a message
to this Council has been one of the most active in the history of the United Nations.
It saw the highly successful Seventh Special Session of the General Assembly on
international economic co-operation and development, the continuing vital role of
peacekeeping forces in the Middle East and Cyprus, the expansion of the United
Nations membership to iMf nations, the establishment of the World Food Council and
the United Nations University and the encouraging initiatives of International
Womens Year. But it also saw a number of serious international crises, of which
those in Southern Africa are the most grave, a lack of substantial progress
towards an overall settlement in the Middle East, the unresolved problem of Cyprus
and the continuation and indeed acceleration of the arms race. It has been, in
short, a year of marked contrasts of achievement and disappointment.

I would particularly emphasize to you the advance that we have made in the
dialogue between the developed and the developing nations which was so marked in
the Special Session and has been carried forward since then. Also, the very
complex negotiations on the Law of the Sea have made hopeful progress. In these
areas so vital to the creation of international stability, as in the case of food,
we have seen what can be done if the political will is created. These emphasize
the great potentialities of the United Nations.

We must be realistic about the realitiescf our world, which are so faithfully
reflected in the United Nations. We must recognize frankly the scale and
complexity of the global problems we face. We know that none of them can be
resolved swiftly or easily. But we must also recognize that we have the machinery
for international co-operation available: the crucial question is whether
governments will use this machinery as it was designed to be used.

More than ever -we need the support and understanding of the individual
citizen, and I am grateful to all the members of the United Nations Association of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland for their active and continuing commitment to
the great causes of world peace and economic and social justice for all, that
remain the dominant objectives of the United Nations.

I convey to you my best wishes for a successful meeting.

* #* *
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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S STATEMENT ON INTERNATIONAL DAY

FOR ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

Following is the text of the statement made today by Secretary-General
Kurt Waldheim at a meeting of the Special Committee against Apartheid, in
connexion with observance of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination:

We meet here today, at this annual observance, to reaffirm the commitment
we have made to overcome the great social evil of racial discrimination, no
matter where it exists in our world. Today also marks the close of International
Anti-Apartheid Year, and our thoughts in particular, therefore, turn to the
struggling people of South Africa who are still forced to live under repressive
racial measures that deny them their basic human rights and freedoms.

During the past twelve months the members of this Special Committee, under
your able and dedicated leadership, Mr. Chairman, have done much to advance the
global campaign against the tragedy of apartheid. I am greatly encouraged both
by the many effective programmes of action that have been formulated and by the
co-operation and support extended by United Nations Member States as well as by
numerous governmental and non-governmental organizations, all committed to a
belief "in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person,
and tt.e equal rights of men and women of nations largs and small"«

This cardinal tenet of the Charter has served as a cornerstone upon which
we have built a notable record of achievement in the field of human relations.
However, as much as we have accomplished in giving expression to the moral
conscience of humanity and in setting humanitarian standards for all members of
the international community, we must do much more before we can say that our task
has been accomplished. We cannot relax our efforts while millions continue to
suffer under the practice of apartheid, nor while millions more in other parts
of the world are victims of injustice and indignities because of their race,
colour or creed°

More than ever today we understand that the international struggle against
racial prejudice, inequality and injustice is very much related to the creation
of conditions of stability and well-being which are necessary for peaceful and.
friendly relations among nations. In essence, these conditions must be based
upon respect for the concept of equal rights and self-determination. In South

(more)
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Africa, the policies of apartheid are diametrically opposed to this concept.
There can be no peace while the overwhelming majority of its people are
deliberately deprived of their human rights and excluded from the mainstream of
their country's political, economic and social life.

Important steps are being taken by the Commission on Human Eights, together
with this Committee and other United Nations bodies, not only to draw world
attention to the violations that occur in South Africa, but in formulating
appropriate recommendations for international action. It is also encouraging
that several important International Covenants on Human Eights and the
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid have entered into force, and that the number of ratifications and
adherences to these instruments are steadily increasing. This is consistent with
the inescapable link that now exists between respect for human rights and the
maintenance of international peace and security. It is also in accord with the
growing acceptance of the principle that, where there are flagrant abuses of
human rights, no nation can justifiably claim immunity from international
scrutiny and concern.

Our observance today is directed not only at the situation in South Africa,
but wherever discrimination, either subtle or overt, still exists in the world.
We must be on guard to protect all who suffer from it no matter where it occurs,
in societies in which age old traditions have not yet caught up with new develop-
ments and changing values, or in societies generally considered to be more
economically advanced. The goals we must strive to attain have been set forth
for us both in the Charter and in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights .
These will not be attained, however, until all nations recognize that civil and
political rights are closely related to economic, social and cultural rights;
nor will they be achieved until nations act in concert to do away with such
violations as arbitrary arrest and imprisonment without trial, torture, and
political persecution that uproot people from their homes and add to the daily
streams of refugees seeking asylum.

In this connexion, I should like to call your attention to the first
encyclical of His Holiness, Pope John Paul II, in which he emphasizes the need
to support the United Nations commitment to human rights. His Holiness stresses
that "the common good that authority in the State serves is brought to full
realization only when all the citizens are sure of their rights". I believe
that all of us, regardless of religion or nationality, share this view with him.
For, in the final analysis, our aim, whether it be in southern Africa or anywhere
else in the world, must be to create a universal system in which the human rights
of all peoples will be protected by the rule of law.

As the members of this Committee know, we are now observing the International
Year of the Child. I believe it is appropriate to mention this today because
our hopes for the "equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human
family" natural ly focus on the future of our children, and that future will be a
crippled one so lonp; ar, yar-ial rH s^i-Imiriati on exists. This International Day

(more )
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for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination will have meaning, therefore, only
to the extent that we implement its purpose and thereby assure the children of
the world that they will be able to enjoy the better life in larger freedom
that this Organization is striving to bring about for all peoples everywhere.

It is ray hope that the months ahead will witness further progress in
translating the principles and purposes of the Charter and the Universal
Declaration for the promotion and protection of human rights into binding
instruments of international law.

Eacism and racial discrimination constitute the main hindrances to under-
standing and co-operation between peoples whether at the national or inter-
national level. Therefore, let us today renew our pledge to eliminate this evil
from our midst so that we can build societies in which race or colour can in no
way affect the human rights of any person and in doing so, achieve real peace
and international understanding in the world.

•x- **#
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STATEMENT BY THE SECRBTARY--GSiflBRAL

OM THE OCCASION 0? INTERNATIONAL WOMEN* 5 DAY

Following is the text of a statement made toriay by Secretary-General Kurt
Waldheim on the occasion of International Women's Day.

Over the last few years, I have come very much to look forward to this
annual opportunity, on the occasion of International Women's Day, to address
myself to a subject — that of equality of opportunity for women and men in
the Secretariat — which is closely related to the principles and objectives
of the United Nations. For this opportunity to pause and consider what has
been done and what is yet to be accomplished, I must express my appreciation
to the organisers of this meeting — the Ad Hog Group on Equal Rights for
Women, I wish to thank them, particularly in the person of their President,
Ms. Claire de Hedervary.

I have a special reason to do so, because, as you all know, Ms. de
Hedervary not only chairs the Ad Hoc Group, but is the Chairperson of the
Joint Advisory Committee (JAC) as well. Having thanked her once in her
capacity as President of the Group, I must thank her also for the way in which
she has conducted the business of the Joint Advisory Committee. This has not
been an easy task, especially during the last few weeks and months.

Ms. de Hedervary took over as Chairperson only last December and was
immediately faced with one of the most difficult problems in the field of
staff/management relations that we have had to deal with in many years. She
led the Committee through its difficult period with great skill and complete
impartiality and in doing so earned the respect and admiration of both staff
and management representatives.

As you are all aware, the JAC is a cornerstone of our staff /management
relations system. It is the forum where the representatives of the staff and
of the administration meet to consult on the personnel policies and practices
of the Organization and — what is more important — where they work to
overcome their differences and act as a body in formulating recommendations to
me. sy her leadership during these past few weeks, I. believe that Ms de
Hedervary has done much to strengthen the role of the Joint Advisory Committee
in the rield of staff/management relations.

For information media - not an official record
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I should also like to draw attention to the visible evidence on the
podium today of the progress we have made and are making in the United Mations
to establish more firmly the place of women at the top levels of the
Secretariat.

In addition to Mxrs;\.Sipila, who for some years was the lone and lonely
woman at the top level, of the Secretariat, I am now glad to welcome Miss Joan
Anstee, whom Mr. Pforse.; reluctantly but loyally agreed to release last December
in order to become Assistant Secretary-General in the Department of Technical
Co-operation for Development. I note as well the presence today of Ambassador
Lucille Mair, whose appointment as Secretary-General of the 1980 Conference on
the Decade for Women I announced only two weeks ago, and who is taking up her
official duties later this month.

I welcome also.Etoie. Francoise Cestac, Director of Translation in the
Department of Conference Services, as well as Mme. Zala N'Kanza who was
recently confirmed as Director of the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs. I am sure that Dr. Aldaba-Lim, the United Nations
Special Representative for the Year of the Child, would also have wished to be
present on this important occasion had she not been prevented from coming by
her official duties.

So we are making progress, slowly but surely, to ensure equality of
status for women at the different levels of the Secretariat. You may be sure
that other appointments of women at the senior levels of the Secretariat will
follow during the course of 1979.

One year ago today, I announced at a meeting similar to this that all
heads of Departments and Offices would henceforth be required to submit annual
progress reports oh the efforts they had made to provide equal opportunity and
establish a more equitable balance between posts held by women and men in
their respective offices, Our intention in making this request was to
emphasize the responsibility of each department, division, branch or section
in this important effort.

The first year's reports have now been received. They have given us a
valuable tool to assess the progress made as well as the difficulties
encountered in all aspects of our task; Even more important, this procedure
has made managers and supervisors throughout the Secretariat more aware of
their important role in implementing the Organization9s policies concerning
equality of opportunity for women and men in the Secretariat.

The difficulties are undoubtedly very:real. They have always existed,
and unless we make up our minds to do something about them, they always will.
We must not regard these problems as insoluble or lean on them as excuses for
doing nothing.

In the year ahead, I intend to ask all departments and office heads, all
managers and supervisors to concentrate on ways and means to overcome these
difficulties for the benefit of the Secretariat as a whole. When we receive

' . • ' • • • • ' . ' , . . • • • : • ' ' : • • ' ' ' i " • >
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the next reports from Departments and Offices a year from now, I expect them
to have achieved substantial progress.

As you are aware, the General Assembly during its latest session,
addressed itself to the question of equal opportunity and an equitable balance
of women and men in the Secretariat. In its resolution 33/143 of 20 December
1978, it has established specific goals concerning this question. First, the
Assembly has asked that the necessary measures be taken to increase the number
of women in posts subject to geographical distribution from its present level
of around 20 per cent to 25 per cent of the total over a four-year period.
Understandably, there are many who consider this period of four years to be
excessively long, and the target set by the General Assembly less than
adequate to the needs of today.

We must realize, however, that in order to ensure that the proportion of
women on the staff reaches 25 per cent by 1982, almost one in every three new
appointments will have to be a vroman. To achieve even this modest goal, all
possible sources of candidates — Governments, universities, professional
organizations, women's organizations — must be explored. The General
Assembly has made it clear that we must reach this target figure without
interfering with the effort to achieve a more equitable geographical
distribution of the staff of the Secretariat. Yet this must not be used as an
excuse for failing to achieve the objective of increased participation of
women in the work of our Organization.

The Assembly has also requested the adoption of a series of measures
referring to the issuance of policy statements and directives, the
representation of women on personnel advisory and administrative boards, the
review of recruitment literature, publicity and promotion procedures, internal
training programmes and staff rules, and the review and revision of staff
rules and procedures covering assignments of married couples to the same duty
station, maternity leave, part-time employment and flexible working hours.

We have already had some success in increasing the number of women —
both general service and professional staff — participating in our advisory
bodies. I am pleased to note that three of the five members of the Panel to
investigate allegations of discriminatory treatment are women. The number of
women serving on the Appointment and Promotion Boards, Committees and Panels
has gradually been increased in recent years, and this progressive trend will
be continued, both at Headquarters and at other major duty stations in the
years ahead.

I should like to refer now to the information circular on guidelines for
promoting equal treatment of men and women in the Secretariat originally
proposed by the Ad Hoc Group on Equal Rights for Women, which has been issued
today. This is a significant development. In establishing these guidelines,
we are going farther than ever before in emphasizing the need for changes in
attitude and perceptions, and in spelling out specifically what behaviour is
expected of staff members in their relations with their colleagues, be they
women or men. We are no longer legislating only in the area of administrative

(more)
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rules and practices. The sphere we hope to regulate with these guidelines is
that of human relations, where many of the day-to-day frustrations that affect
our colleagues arise.

I am pleased to say that action is also being taken with respect to the
other requests of the General Assembly. My representatives in the Joint
Advisory Committee will soon submit to the Committee for its consideration a
paper constituting a basis for the review of rules and procedures concerning
assignments of married couples to the same duty station. It should be
followed shortly by papers on the rest of these subjects-, maternity leave,
part-time employment and flexible working hours.

Another subject which is of concern to us all, particularly in this
International Year of the Child, relates to the facilities that are required
to give proper care and attention to the children of our own staff during
working hours. The single parent, especially in-the general service, may have
particular problems in this respect. I am aware that a survey of need of
child-care facilities for United Nations staff is being prepared by the Staff
Council on the basis of a questionnaire which has been circulated among the
staff. I have full sympathy for the objectives which the survey has set for
itself, and I look forward to being apprised of the results as soon as it is
completedo

We have reviewed today some of the measures already taken to reach our
objectives of equality of opportunity for women and men. We have also looked
at some of the measures we intend to take in the future. In so doing, I could
not fail to notice that we still have much to accomplish. We now have certain
objectives which we are seeking to attain. We must, however, bear in mind
that our present objectives are by no means our ultimate ones. As times
change, so will our objectives.

It is, of necessity, a long process, but also an irreversible one. All
of us here must make our contribution. Our Organization is committed to
establishing equality of opportunity and an equitable balance of posts at all
levels for women and men in the Secretariat. With the determination and
effort of all — management and staff alike — we will be able to achieve this
aim.

* *** *



MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE OPENING OF THE
35TII SESSION OF ESCAP, MANILA, PHILIPPINES, 5 MARCH 197a

It is with great pleasure that I extend my greetings

and best wishes to the members of the Economic and Social

Commission for Asia and the Pacific as it meets today for

its 35th session in Manila. I should also like to take

this opportunity to express my gratitude to President Ferdinand

E. Marcos and to the Government and people of the Philippines

who, in hosting this session, have once again demonstrated the -

traditional generosity that has contributed so much to the

success of previous United Nations' meetings held in their

country.

ESCAP today is a far more representative organization, both

in membership and geographic scope, than when it first met in

the Philippines for its second session in 1947. It has increas-

ingly become engaged in development projects designed to be of

direct benefit to its .-.member states. ESCAP also represents an

essential link between global, regional, sub-regional and national

development efforts.



This 35th session is being held at a time when the

second United Nations development decade is drawing to a close

and when the strategy for the third development decade is being

formulated. In making arrangements for the preparation of the

new strategy, the General Assembly like ESCAP itself laid

particular emphasis on promoting national and collective self-

reliance in the developing countries. But the General Assembly

also attached special importance to the regional experiences

which the Commissions could bring to bear in preparing the strategy.

Among many other important responsibilities, it assigned them the

delicate task of giving due weight to the different levels of

development and differing development situations in their respective

regions. Bearing in mind that this process should be carried forward
New International Economic Order

within the framework of the / and be directed towards the
r

achievement of its objectives, ESCAP at the pressent session will

no doubt give full consideration to ways in which the capabilities

of ESCAP might be strengthened towards those ends.

The need for an appropriate strengthening of ESCAP arises

also from the increased responsibilities recently entrusted to

the regional commissions as part of the process of restructuring

the United Nations' system. The relevant decisions of the
v

General Assembly go beyond a re-affirmation of the important

role of tha Commissions in operational activities for development.
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They lend substance to the recognition that the regional

commissions are the main general economic and social centres

within the United Nations system for their respective regions.

They envisage a more systematic utilization of regional

contributions in central policy making and in the planning and

programming processes of the Organization as a whole. Conversely,

they look to full use by the regional commissions of global

recommendations from central United Nations intergovernmental

bodies as the framework for policy making at the regional level.

Finally, they provide for a strengthening of the responsibility

of the commissions for ensuring co-ordination at the regional

level and to promote more effective interregional co-operation.

As you proceed with your deliberations, I urge you to

bear in mind that the challenge before us ail - in Asia and

the Pacific and in every region of the world - is to help to

bring about a better distribution of global economic opportunity.

The fact that the world economic situation gives little cause

for optimism should not discourage us or deter us from this aim.

It is only in this way that we will succeed in building a better

life in an interdependent and peaceful world.

I convey to you best wishes for a successful and rewarding

session.



MC/jb ccs SG ecz far information
Mr. Paw U
Mr, Schiffer

bfs Aa/PMG/JPB/IiIKP/AKO

File: ESCAP
27.2.79 H.Caspari/jb 3S02-D SOS?

EOSG

BSCM"

BJiKGKOK

FOR HAR&MXS. I WOCLD ES GH^TEFOL IF ̂ 00 W00LD DBLIVLR THE

FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM HE TO THE P&RTICIPAUTS AT THE OPEKISG

9£' 1HB 3STK SESS1OH OF ESCAP IK MAKILA OS 5 KERCH:

WAL&BEXH

Cable Editor: Fleas© insert attached
text betwaan quotes.

de Cabinet



4

°V\



ROUTING SLIP FICHE DE TRANSMISSION

T°: Mr. Ahmed MA
^̂

RLSchiffer
Room No. — No de bureau

FOR ACTION

FOR APPROVAL

FOR SIGNATURE

FOR COMMENTS

MAY WE DISCUSS?

YOUR ATTENTION

AS DISCUSSED

AS REQUESTED

NOTE AND RETURN

FOR INFORMATION

Fi i n ; LILLET ii mi - TTiT "f\AA\f\*'
i

X POUR SUITE A DONNER

POUR APPROBATION

POUR SIGNATURE

POUR OBSERVATIONS

POURRIONS-NOUS EN PARLER ?

VOTRE ATTENTION

COMME CONVENU
SUITE A VOTRE DEMANDS

NOTER ET RETOURNER

POUR INFORMATION

Attached is a. draft message

from the S-G to the opening

of the 35th session of ESCAP

on 5 March. The original

material is also attached.

COM.6 (2-78)



D R A F T

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE OPENING OF THE
35TH SESSION OF ESCAP. MANILA. PHILIPPINES. 5 MARCH 1979

It is with great pleasure that I extend my greetings

and best wishes to the members of the Economic and Social

Commission for Asia and the Pacific as it meets today for

its 35th Session in Manila. I should also like to take

this opportunity to express my gratitude to President Ferdinand

Marcos and to the Government and people of the Philippines,

who as hosts for your session, have once again demonstrated

the traditional generosity that has contributed so much to

the success of previous United Nations meetings held in their

country.

ESCAP today is a far more representative organization,

both in membership and geographic scope,than when it first
Q±? -

met in the Philippines^ at the time-of its second session in

1947. In a region that includes many island economies, it

is now increasingly engaged in development projects to the

direct benefit of its member states. Moreover, it provides

an essential bridge linking global, regional, sub-regional

and national programmes and measures, and it contributes

significantly to the promotion of national self-reliance

within the context of V more effective international co-operation.

This 35th Session is being held at a time when the second

United Nations development decade is drawing to an end, and

serious efforts are being initiated to chart the strategy for
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the third development decade that will help lay the foundations

of a balanced and more equitable world order. Indeed, concrete

proposals were drawn up in your last year's Session for a

regional input to the establishment of the new international

economic order. These proposals recognised that the current

process of economic and social development has not resulted in

sufficient improvement in the standards of living of the

poorest, and that further action to translate these concepts

into action should be closely linked to the decisions already

taken at the global level so that both efforts are carried

forward simultaneously.

I cannot stress too strongly the need for concerted

and corrective action both by the developed and developing

countries to resolve the problems of development in the coming

years. Strengthening the capacities and capabilities of

ESCAP, therefore, is a question requiring careful consideration,

In this connexion, I believe it may be useful and beneficial

to ensure the effective utilization of the available manpower

and expertise already accumulated in the developing countries.

Such a step would be conducive to advancing self-reliance

through technical co-operation among developing countries in

conformity with the Buenos Aires plan of action on TCDC.

The strengthening of ESCAP's capacities and capabilities

will also better equip it to respond to the restructuring

process at present underway in the economic and social sectors
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of the United Nations system. This would be consistent with

General Assembly Resolution 32/197 on restructuring which

recognizes the regional commissions as the "main general

economic and social development centres within the United

Nations system for their respective regions".

As you proceed with your deliberations, I urge you to

bear in mind that the challenge before us all - in Asia and

the Pacific and in every region of the world - is to help

bring about a better distribution of global economic oppor-

tunity. The fact that the world economic situation gives

little cause for optimism should not discourage us or deter

us from this aim. Achieving it is the only way we will

succeed in building a better life in an interdependent and

peaceful world.

You have my very best wishes for a successful and

rewarding Session.



e
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Draft Message from the Secretary-General to the Thirty-fifth Session

of ESCAP, Manila. 5-16 March 19T9

Oi ••-'̂ •̂ -'Â .̂ J-
v

It gives me great pleasure to convey my warmest greetings and

best wishes to all delegations to this important session of the Economic

and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. I would also like to take

this opportunity to extend to the Government of the Philippines.my sincere

appreciation for their generous hospitality in hosting this thirty-fifth

session

The Commission has come a long way since the first time it met

in the Philippines during its second session held at Baguiô in̂ jLgliXi Both

its membership and its geographical scope have expanded considerably.

While it has preserved its role as an economic and social parliament for

a region which now also includes many island economies in the Pacific,

the Commission has also engaged itself increasingly in development

projects of direct benefit to member countries.
\

This session is being held at a historical juncture.-̂ Eben the second

United Nations development decade is drawing towards its end, and serious

endeavours are being undertaken to chart the strategy for the third

development decade, Jz6 lay \£U»te the foundations of a balanced and equitable

world order. In th~irsr connexion, your Commission will provide an essential

vx ^ . .-w - ,<3̂ >Tŝ ».-„ . , ,-»
br idge between global ep&l regional t-'•• sttb-f egionaT. as^veHr-as natibnal

.J '

programmes and measureTsv. >It can make a significant contribution to the

promotion of self-reliance within the context of increasing international

co-operation.
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I am happy to note that <Las%-year-, you fcasv-tf alr̂ atly coneeptuaxizect

your Commission's regional input to the establishment of the New Inter-
/̂  doiva S.O) ypffkauve f̂ ĉ .̂ M*f *** CO

national Economic Order^ bearing in m.Md tha-te—fehe process of social and

economic development has not brought about adequate improvement to the

standards of living of the poorest. Further action to translate these

concepts into action should be closely linked to the decisions already

taken at the global level, so that our efforts are in mutual harmony.

It is also essential to ensure concerted and co-operative action by both

the developing ffihd developed countries to resolve the problems of

development in the coming years.

.rfC--"-"-"*""-*̂

This session will, no doubt, also give full consideration to the

question of seeking ways and means to strengthening the capacities and

capabilities of your Commission. In this exercise, it would be useful and

beneficial to ensure the effective utilization of the available manpower and

expertise already accummulated in the developing countries. This would

be conducive to furthering self-reliance through technical co-operation

among developing countries in conformity with the Buenos Aires Plagjof*

Action^on TCDC.

Furthermore, through effective streamlining and rationalization

of the Commission and its secretariat, you will be better equipped to

adapt and respond to the restructuring process at present underway in

v the United Nations system. The Gen̂ raL.Asĝ mbly insŜ smrie!ŝ lj.iti,gn__3££l2X, on

the restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations

system recognizes the regional commissions as the "main general.economic

social deyelopment^entres within the United Nations system for their

respective regions".
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The strengthening of regional commissions is essential in order to achieve

the objectives of the restructuring exercise.

I convey my best wishes for a successful session.



Note for Mr. Mani 20 February 1979

Please find attacked, the text of the draft message by the Secretary-

General to the thirty- fifth session of ISCAP, scheduled fi>r 5-l6 March 1979 in

Manila. Since the text cabled froa Bangkok, which you will find attached, is

quite short, and since the Philippine Government intends to issue the message

in a booklet, ve have added a few paragraphs to the proposed text.

We are also attaching the original of the letter of 2 February froa

Ambassador Yango of the Philippines.

We would also be grateful if you could kindly let us know who will represent

the Secretary-General at the above session, as this information has been

requested by ESCAP.

Richard Paw U



'This is the message requested by the
Philippine Government, for inclusion
in a brochure they are producing.
This is n̂ t. the official message for
the record.



One copy of the message
was sent to Mr. Marni and
Mr. Schiffer.
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MESSW3E FHK TOE SEĈ TM̂ -GENER&L TO THE THIRTY-FIFTH SESSION
OF THE ECOS7CMIC SLID SOCIAL COMMISSICK FOR ASIA AMD THE PACIFIC

IN MHNIIA OK 5-16 MARCH 1979, AS_J1QUEST1EBBY THE
PHILIPPINE GOVERtMSNT

I would like to convey icy sincere thanks and appreciation to President

Ferdinand Marcos and to the Government and the people of the Philippines for

the kind and generous hospitality which they have extended to the United

lotions in hosting the 35th session of the Economic and Social Corrnission

for Asia and the Pacific in Manila on 5 March.

The traditional generosity of the Philippines and its support for the

world Organization have been amply demonstrated in -the large number of

United Nations meetings it has hosted in past years. It is also apparent

in the outstanding facilities that it has made available to regional insti-

tutes such as the Asian Development Bank, the Secretariat for the ESCAP

Typhoon CcRKiittee and the Social Welfare and Development Centre for Asia

and the Pacific.

This 35th session of ESCAP is of special importance in that it re-

presents a key link in the preparations that have been initiated by the

United Nations for devising and implementing a new international development

strategy for the next decade. The very extensive past experience and

achievements of the Philippines in the field of economic and social develop-

ment vri.ll be of great value to ESCAP, and have an important bearing in laying

the foundations of a rnore prosperous future for the region.

In expressing ray gratitude to President Marcos and the Government and

people of the Philippines, I would also like to extend my warm greetings to

the distinguished members of ESCAP and to wish them every success in their

important deliberations.
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR ADVANCE PUBLICATION
AS REQUESTED BY THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT IN CONNECTION
WITH THE THIRTY-FIFTH SESSION OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC. MANILA, 5-16 MARCH
1979

The 35th session of the Economic and Social Commission

for Asia and the Pacific will provide a key link in the

preparations that have been initiated by the United Nations

for devising and implementing a new international development

strategy for the next decade. I am particularly thankful,

therefore, to His Excellency President Ferdinand Marcos and

to the Government and people of the Philippines for all they

are doing to help assure the success of the session when it

convenes in Manila on 5 March.

Their traditional warm generosity as hosts and their

strong support for the work being done by ESCAP are clearly

demonstrated not only in the record of past annual sessions

and regional meetings held in Manila, but also in the out-

standing facilities that the Philippine Government makes

available to regional institutes such as the Asian Develop-

ment Bank, the Secretariat for the ESCAP Typhoon Committee

and the Social Welfare and Development Center for Asia and

the Pacific. Over the years, the Philippines has also made

many other significant contributions to the work of the

United Nations, expecially in areas involving social aspects

of development. Its own achievements in economic development,
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moreover, offer valuable lessons that I believe will be most

helpful to ESCAP in its efforts to help bring about a more

prosperous future in the region.

In conveying my thanks and appreciation to President

Marcos and to the Government and people of the Philippines,

I should also like to extend my warm greetings to the dis-

tinguished members of ESCAP and to wish them success in their

important deliberations.
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DjkAFT MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE THIRTY-FIFTH
''SESSION OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND
THE PACIFIC^MANILA p5-16 MARCH 1979-vAS REQUESTED BY THE

PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT

I would like to convey on behalf of all concerned in the United

Nations family of organizations to His Excellency President Ferdinand Marcos
/

of the Republic of the Philippines, the Government of the Republic of the

Philippines and to the people of the Philippines, our deepest gratitude

for the kind and generous hospitality in providing the host facilities for

the thirty-fifth Session of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and

the Pacific, which is being held in Manila from 5 March to \6 March 1979.
/

The Government of the Philippines continues to lend its strong support to/

ESCAP, not only by hosting several of its annual sessions and other

regional meetings in the past, but also by providing facilities to regional
f-

,-•'
/

institutes like the Asian Development Bank, the Secretariat for the ESCAP
/

Typhoon Committee and the Social Welfare and Development Centre for Asia
/

and the Pacific. /

/
The support of the Government and people of the Philippines to the

United Nations is highly commendable and encouraging. Over the years, the
/

Philippines has also made a significant contribution to the policies and

direction of the work of the United Nations, particularly in regard to the

social aspects of development/ I am confident that this historic session

of the Commission being convened at a time when preparations have been

initiated for a new international development strategy for the next decade,

will draw great inspiration from the traditions and philosophies of the

Philippines. The achievements of the Philippines in economic development

yield valuable lessons for the future and should greatly influence the

Commission in laying the foundations of a more prosperous future for the

region.
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XI wish to convey my varmest greetings to the people* and the Government

^
of the Philippines and to the distinguished members jst ESCAP and to wish

./'
the thirty-fifth session of the Commission every success in its deliberations.



Draft Message from the Secretary-General to the Thirty-fifth Session
of ESCAP, Manila, 5-l6 March 1979

It gives He great pleasure to convey ay warmest greetings and best wishes

to all delegations to this important session of the Economic and Social Commission

for Asia and tbe Pacific. I would also like to take this opportunity to extend

to the Government of the Philippines my deepest appreciation for their generous

hospitality in hosting this thirty- fifth session of tĥ . Commission. Indeed,

this is the f ourtĥ fcLaê JBL th etistory of the Commission that its annualsessioa

The Commission has come a long way since the first time it met in the

Philippines during its second session held .at Bsguio in 19̂ 7 • Both its

membership and its geographical scope have expanded considerably. And, while it

has preserved its role as an economic and social parliament for a region which

now also includes many island economies ia the Pacific, the Commission has also

engaged itself increasingly in practical projects of direct benefit to member

countries, often playing a pioneering role.

As a regional arm of the United Nations for economic and social questions;,

your Commission is providing a unique forum for regional co-operation, which |

preserves the universal character of the United Nations. Tae value of such a

forum encompassing a diversity of political representations cannot be under-

estimated.

This session is being held at « historical Juncture when the second

United Rations development decade is drawing towards its end and when serious

endeavours are being undertaken to chart the strategy for the third development

decade, to lay down the foundations of a new international economic order.
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In this connexion, your Commission will provide an essential bridge "between

global and regional, sub-regional as well as national programmes and measures.
* .

It >can also provide an important link between tke spirit' of self-reliance and

-that of international co-operation. ! Ihe Coanission will, therefore, serve

as one of the cornerstones in the new international structure which we hope to

build. I

eonnexioftji I am happy to note that last year you have already

conceptualized your Commission's regional input to the establishment of the new

international economic order, bearing in mind that the process of social and

economic development has not brought about adequate improvement to the standards

of living of the poorest. ,'I am also pleased to note that this session will

determine the operational content of the concepts involved. Such an exercise

should be closely linked to the decisions already taken at the global level, so

that in our collective search for a new international economic order, measures

adopted at the various levels of action should be in mutual harmony. This

endeavour also requires concerted and co-operative action by both the developing

and developed countries to enable us to successfully solve the problems we will

f ace in the l̂ Os ,V '• ^ V1, . '

/'
XI earnestly hope that the new order you will try to build will not only

remove impediments but will also create incentives and support to the full

development by each member of its economic potentials, so that we can envisage

the day whsn poverty will be eradicated and decent levels of living for all have

"been achieved in this vast and populous region.
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This session will, no doubt, also give full consideration to the question

of seeking ways and means in which to increase TOOT resources and to strengthen\

your capacity for practicable implementation of your programme_of work. In
i

this exercise, the work of your Commission could greatly benefit from the

effective utilization of the available manpower and expertise already accumulated

in the developing countries. This would "be conducive to collective self-reliance

and technical co-operation among developing countries in conformity with the

Buenos Aires Plan of Action on TCBC.

Furtheraore, through effective streamlining of your machinery you will be

better equipped to adapt yourselves to the restructuring and decentralization

process at present underway in the United, Nations, system. <It should be noted

that the global bodies in the United Nations have, on appropriate occasions,

expressed their appreciation of the constructive task of the regional commissions,
, • * • . s

by assigning them increasingly important roles and by insisting that they be

further strengthened. Again, in a resolution (33/202) adopted at its recently

concluded thirty-tĥ rd session, the General Assembly decided that the regional

commissions cshould have the status of executing agency, in their own right, in

respect of certain categories of projects, and also requested the expeditious

implementation of measures related to the decentralization of appropriate

research and analysis activities and technical co-operation projects, and closer

involvement of the regional commissions and their Executive Secretaries in

co-operation arrangements and machineries. All the above measures when fully

implemented will give the regional commissions increasing responsibilities

commensurate with the important role that the commissions have been playing and



will be playing in improving the standard of life of the peoples in their

respective regions.

Being aware of the excellent facilities made available by the
j

Government of the Riilippines for this session and of the warahqspitality of

the people of the Riilippines, I am confident that your deliberations will nake

a valuable contribution to the attainment of our coamon objectives.

I convey my best wishes for a successful session.
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Draft Message from the Secretary-General to the Thirty-fifth Session
of ESCAP, Manila, 5-l6 March 1979 as requested "by the Philippine Government

I would like to coavey on behalf of all concerned in the United Nations
^C^A^L frj-1-u.f'U^ 0y IU. n^,.r_,.,7

family of organizations to H.E. President]Marcos, the IMJUjHiEfeHe Government rj- tt«
(fv c

and people our deepest gratitude for the kind and generous hospitality in

providing the host facilities ,jLoCthe thirty-fifth session of ESCAP which is

being held in Manila^ from 5-l6 March 1979. The ̂ ilippirpGovernment^ bag-

shown its strong support .for the Commission not only by hosting several

of its annual sessions and other regional meetings in the past but also by

providing facilities to regional institutes like the Asian Development Bank,

the Secretariat for the ESCAP Typhoon Committee and the Social Welfare and

Development Centre for Asia and the Pacific.,

Such ardent support from one of its members is exemplary; it has enabled

the Commission to become an effective regional arm of the United Nations in

economic and social matters.

At a time when the international community, mainly utilizing available forums

within the United Nations system, is attempting to lay down the objectives for

the new international development strategy and the foundations for a

New International Economic Order, we need to arouse the political will of all

concerned to break through the barrier of narrow-minded self-interests and pursue

concrete measures of benefit to the whole global community.

Despite the excellent performance of ESCAP in the past, in assisting

regional governments to achieve economic and social progress, it has not yet been

possible to provide decent levels of living in this Asia and Pacific region.
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The fact that the Commission is meeting again in a country which played

such an important role in creating the miracle rice, should be auspicious

in its efforts to fight hunger and poverty.

I an sure the Commission will make good use of all the excellent facilities

provided by the Government of the ffcilippines to forge ahead to a successful

conclusion of this session.
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PHILIPPINE MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS

556 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YORK, N. V. 1OO36

2 February 1979 —
AREA CODE (212) 764-13OO

Excellency :

I have the honour to convey to you a request of the Philippine
Government that you kindly issue an appropriate message with an
accompanying picture on the occasion of the opening of the 35th
session of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific in Manila from 5 - 1 6 March 1979.

I would be happy to transmit the text of your message and
the picture, to our authorities in Manila as soon as available.

Please accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my
highest consideration.

d,

D. Yi^NGO
Ambassador Extrao\rdinary and Plenipotentiary

Acting Permanent Representative

His Excellency
Dr. Kurt Waldheim

Secretary-General of the United Nations
New York ,N.Y. 10017
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NOTE

20 February 1979

To: Mr, Robert Schiffer,

As instructed by Mr, Ahmed, I am enclosing herewith:

(1) Cable from ESCAP containing draft message of the Secretary-
General to the 35th session of ESCAP, 5-l6 March 1979,
Manila. (Flag A)

(2) Revisions of the draft message (Flag B and C),



N N N N U S H Z C Z C DAL3412 NBL6053 RWP2477 B K K 1 4 4 5

SS NYK

. B A N G K O K (ESCAP) 440 16 0945

288 S L J T A N T O H E R E W I T H D R A F T MESSAGE SECRETARY G E N E R A L FOR T H I R T Y F I F T H

SESSION QUOTE IT GIVES ME G R E A T P L E A S U R E TO C O N V E Y ME BEST WISHES TO

ALL D E L E G A T I O N S A T T E N D I N G THE T H I R T Y F I F T H SESSION OF THE U N I T E D

N A T I O N S E C O N O M I C A N D S O C I A L C O M M I S S I O N F O R A S I A A N D

THE P A C I F I C .

THIS S E S S I O N IS B E I N G HELD AT A T I M E W H E N THE

SECOND D E V E L O P M E N T D E C A D E IS"D R A W I N G T O W A R D S I T S E N D A N D

W H E N S E R I O U S E N D E A V O U R S A R E B E I N G U N D E R T A K E N T O C H A R T T H E

STRATEGY F O R T H E T H I R D D E V E L O P M E N T D E C A D E . I N THIS

C O N N E X I O N I AM H A P P Y TO NOTE THAT LAST Y E A R YOU HAVE

A L R E A D Y C O N C E P T U A L I Z E D YOUR C O M M I S I O N S R E G I O N A L I N P U T T O

THE E S T A B L I S H M E N T OF THE NEW I N T E R N A T I O N A L E C O N O M I C ORDER C O M M A

B E A R I N G I N M I N D T H A T T H E PROCESS O F SOCIAL A N D E C O N O M I C

D E V E L O P M E N T H A S N O T B R O U G H T ABOUT A D E Q U O T E I M P R O V E M E N T O N

THE S T A N D A R D S OF L I V I N G OF THE POOREST. I F U R T H E R M O R E N O T I C E D

THAT T H I S S E S S I O N W I L L D E T E R M I N E T H E O P E R A T I O N A L C O N T E N T O F

THOSE C O N C E P T S . SUCH AN E X E R C I S E SHOJLD BE CLOSELY L I N K E D

TO THE D E C I S I O N S A L R E A D Y T A K E N AT THE G L O B A L LEVEL C O M M A

T O E M P H A S I Z E T H E GLOBAL I N T E R D E P E N D E N C E I N O U R C O L L E C T I V E

SEARCH FOR A NEW I N T E R N A T I O N A L E C O N O M I C O R D E R . THIS S E A R C H

R E Q U I R E S CONCERTED AND C O O P E R A T I V E A C T I O N BY BOTH THE

D E V E L O P I N G AND THE DEVELOPED C O U N T R I E S TO E N A B L E US TO

SUCCESSFULLY SOLVE THE PROBLEMS TO BE FACED IN THE 1989S.

I ASSUME T H A T THIS S E S S I O N W I L L G I V E FULL

C O N S I D E R A T I O N T O T H E Q U E S T I O N O F S E E K I N G W A Y S A N D M E A N S

I N W H I C H T O I N C R E A S E Y O U R RESOURCES A N D T O S T R E N G T H E N

YOUR C A P A C I Y FOR A P R A C T I C A B L E I M P L E M E N T A T I O N OF Y O U R



P R O G R A M M E O F W O R K . I N THIS EXERCISE T H E W O R K O F Y O U R

C O M M I S S I O N COULD G R E A T L Y B E N E F I T FROM THE EFFECTIVE

U T I L I Z A T I O N O F T H E A V A I L A B L E M A N P O W E R A N D E X P E R T I S E

A L R E A D Y A C C U M U L A T E D I N T H E D E V E L O P I N G C O U N T R I E S . THIS

WOULD ALSO PROMOTE SEL-RELIANCE AND TECHNICAL C O O P E R A T I O N

A M O N G D E V E L O P I N G C O U N T R I E S ON THE BASIS OF THE BUENOS

A I R E S P L A N O F A C T I O N . FURTHER M O R E , T H R O U G H EFFECTIVE

S T R E A M L I N I N G OF Y O U R M A C H I N E R Y YOU WILL BE BETTER E Q U I P P E D

TO ADAPT Y O U R S E L V E S TO THE RESULTS OF THE R E S T R U C T U R I N G J

AND D E C E N T R A L I Z A T I O N PROCESS AT PRESENT U N D E R W A Y IN THE _

U N I T E D N A T I O N S SYSTEM. W H E N FULLY I M P L E M E N T E D COMMA _

IT WILL G I V E THE R E G I O N A L COMMISSIONS I N C R E A S I N G L Y S U B S T A N T I V E >,•
en

R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S C O M M E N S U R A T E W I T H THE I M P O R T A N T ROLE THAT °-

T H E COMMISSIONS A R E G O I N G T O P L A Y I N I M P R O V I N G T H E S T A N D A R D

OF LIFE OF THE PEOPLES IN THEIR RESPECTIVE REGIONS.

B E I N G A W A R E O F T H E E X C E L L E N T F A C I L I T I E S MADE

A V A I L A B L E BY THE G O V E R N M E N T OF THE P H I L I P P I N E S FOR THIS

SESSION AND OF THE W E L L - K N O W N W A R M H O S P I T A L I T Y OF THE

PEOPLE OF THE P H I L I P P I N E S C O M M A I AM C O N F I D E N T T H A T YOUR

D E L I B E R A T I O N S WILL M A K E A V A L U W B L E C O N T R I B U T I O N TO THE

A T T A I N M E N T O F O U R C O M M O N OBJECTIVES.

I CONVEY MY BEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL

SESSION U N Q U O T E A P P R E C I A T E C A B L I N G B A C K REVISED A N D / O R

CORRECTED V E R S I O N . R E G A R D S C G O N T H A E S C A P )

COL 288 1980S

=02170745

AGTtCN COMPLEft0
TIAfJS

tefc to'Mords Oonlfol Ho^i

=02170747



Note for Mr. Mani 20 February 1979
Flag B

Please fiad attached the text of the draft message by the Secretary-

General to the thirty- fifth session of ESCAP, scheduled fcr 5-l6 March 1979 in

Manila. Since the text cabled froa Bangkok, which you will find attached, is

quite short, and since the Philippine Government intends to issue the Message

in a booklet, we have added a few paragraphs to the proposed text.

We are also attaching the original of the letter of 2 February froa

Ambassador Yango of the Philippines.

We would also be grateful if you could kindly let us know who will represent

the Secretary-General at the above session, as this information has been

requested by ESCAP.

Richard Paw U



Draft Message from, the Secretary-General to the Thirty-fifth Session
of ESCAP, Manila, 5-l6 March 1979

It gives me great pleasure to convey my warmest greetings and best wishes

to all delegations to this important session of the Econo»ic and Social Commission

for Asia and the Pacific. I would also like to take this opportunity to extend

to the Government of the Philippines my deepest appreciation for their generous

hospitality in hosting this thirty-fifth session of the. Commission. Indeed,

this is the fourth time in the history of the Commission that its annual session

takes place on Philippine territory.

The Commission has come a long way since the first time it met in the

Philippines during its second session held at Baguio in 19̂ 7. Both its

membership and its geographical scope have expanded considerably. Aft&, while it

has preserved its role as an economic and social parliament for a region which

now also includes many island economies in the Pacific, the Commission has also

engaged itself increasingly in practical projects of direct benefit to member

countries, often playing a pioneering role.

As a regional arm of the United nations for economic and social questions,

your Commission is providing a unique forum for regional co-operation, which

preserves the universal character of the United Nations. The value of such a

forum encompassing a diversity of political representations cannot be under-

estimated.

This session is being held at a historical juncture when the second

United Nations development decade is drawing towards its end and when serious

endeavtsars are being undertaken to chart the strategy for the third development

decade, to lay down the foundations of a new international economic order.
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In this connexion, your Commission will provide an essential bridge between

global and regional, sub-regional as well as national programmes and measures.
\ •-.

It can also provide an important link between the spirit' of self-reliaace and

•that of international co-operation. Hie Commission will, therefore, serve

as one of the cornerstones ia the new international structure which we hope to

build.

coaaexioĝ  I am happy to note that last year you have already

conceptualized your Commission's regional input to the establishment of the new

international economic order, bearing in mind that the process of social and

economic development has not brought about adequate improvement to the standards

of living of the poorest. I am also pleased to note that this session will

determine the operational content of the concepts involved. Such an exercise

should be closely linked to the decisions already taken at the global level, so

that in our collective search for a new international economic order, measures

adopted at the various levels of action should be in mutual harmony. This

endeavour also requires concerted and co-operative action by both the developing

and developed countries to enable us to successfully solve the problems we will

face in the

I earnestly hope that the new order you will try to build will not only

remove impediments but will also create incentives and support to the full

development by each member of its economic potentials, so that we can envisage

the day whan poverty will be eradicated and decent levels of living for all have

been achieved in this vast and populous region.



This session will, no doubt, also give full consideration to the question

of seeking ways and means in which to increase your resources and to strengthen
\

your capacity for practicable implementation of your programme of work. In

this exercise, the work of your Commission could greatly benefit from the

effective utilization of the available manpower and expertise already accumulated

in the developing countries. This would be conducive to collective self-reliance

smd technical co-operation among developing countries in conformity with the

Buenos Aires Plan of Action on TCDC.

Furthemaore, through effective streamlining of your machinery you will be

better equipped to adapt yourselves to the restructuring and decentralization

process at present underway in the United Nations system. ,It should be noted
- ' ' * ' . , ' ' • ' • • ! . * . . ! ' ,

that the global bodies ia the United Nations have, oh appropriate occasions,

expressed their appreciation of the constructive task pf the regional commissions,

by assigning them increasingly important roles and by insisting that they be
,.-. . 'f - . , *' : .. •• -

further strengthened. Again, in a resolution (53/202) adopted at its recently

concluded thirty-tĥ rd session, the General Assembly decided that the regional

commissions^should have the status of executing agency, in their own right, in

respect of certain categories of projects, and also requested the expeditions

implementation of measures related to the decentralization of appropriate

research and analysis activities and technical co-operation projects, and closer

involvement of the regional commissions and their Executive Secretaries in

co-operation arrangements and machineries. All the above measures when fully

implemented will give the regional commissions increasing responsibilities

commensurate with the important role that the commissions have been playing and



will be playing in improving the standard of life of the peoples in their

respective regions.

Being aware of the excellent facilities made available by the
i

Government of the Jhilippines for this session and of the warmk̂ spitality of

the people of the Philippines, I an confident that your deliberations will make

a valuable contribution to the attainment of our common objectives.

I convey my best wishes for a successful session.



Draft Message from the Secretary-General to the Thirty-fifth Session

of ESCAP, Manila, 5-16 March 1979 Flag C

It gives me great pleasure to convey my warmest greetings and

best wishes to all delegations to this important session of the Economic

and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. I would also like to take

this opportunity to extend to the Government of the Philippines.my sincere

appreciation for their generous hospitality in hosting this thirty-fifth

session of the Commission.

The Commission has come a long way since the first time it met

in the Philippines during its second session held at Baguio in 19̂ 7- Both

its membership and its geographical scope have expanded considerably.

While it has preserved its role as an economic and social parliament for

a region which now also includes many island economies in the Pacific,

the Commission has also engaged itself increasingly in development

projects of direct benefit to member countries.

This session is being held at a historical juncture when the second

United Nations development decade is drawing towards its end, and serious

endeavours are being undertaken to chart the strategy for the third

development decade, to lay $wn the foundations of a balanced and equitable

world order. In this connexion, your Commission will provide an essential

bridge between global and regional, sub-regional as well as national

programmes and measures. It can make a significant contribution to the

promotion of self-reliance within the context of increasing international

co-operation.
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I am happy to note that last year, you have already conceptualized

your Commission's regional input to the establishment of the New Inter-

national Economic Order, bearing in mind that the process of social and

economic development has not brought about adequate improvement to the

standards of living of the poorest. Further action to translate these

concepts into action should be closely linked to the decisions already

taken at the global level, so that our efforts are in mutual harmony.

It is also essential to ensure concerted and co-operative action by both

the developing and developed countries to resolve the problems of

development in the coming years.

This session will, no doubt, also give full consideration to the

question of seeking ways and means to strengthening the capacities and

capabilities of your Commission. In this exercise, it would be useful and

beneficial to ensure the effective utilization of the available manpower and

expertise already accummulated in the developing countries. This would

be conducive to furthering self-reliance through technical co-operation

among developing countries in conformity with the Buenos Aires Plan of.

Action on TCDC.

Furthermore, through effective streamlining and rationalization

of the Commission and its secretariat, you will be better equipped to

adapt and respond to the restructuring process at present underway in

the United Nations system. The General Assembly in its resolution 32/197 on

the restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations

system recognizes the regional commissions as the "main general economic

and social development centres within the United Nations system for their

respective regions".
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The strengthening of regional commissions is essential in order to achieve

the objectives of the restructuring exercise.

I convey my "best wishes for a successful session.



United Nations
Press Release

Department of Public Information
Press Section
United Nations, New York

SG/SM/2680
5 March 1979

STATEMENT OF SECRETARY-GENERAL ON DEATH OF JAMIL M. BAROODY

Following is the text of a statement by Secretary- General Kurt Waldheijn
on the death yesterday, k March, in New York of Jamil M. Baroody, Representative
of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations:

The death of Ambassador Jamil M. Baroody, the Representative of Saudi
Arabia, deprives the United Nations of one of its oldest and best loved friends.
Ambassador Baroody occupied a unique place at the United Nations. He had served
longer than any other national representative to the Organization. He
entered into virtually all activities of the United Nations with tireless skill
and originality. He was an enthusiastic guardian of the ideals and objectives
of the United Nations and did not hesitate to speak out for them whenever he
felt it necessary. If his frankness was sometimes disconcerting, his humor
and natural kindness easily balanced it. There were many occasions when his
common sense helped to get the Organization out .of a dangerous impasse. He
was always willing to give his support to causes or to individuals if he felt
they needed or deserved it.

Ambassador Baroody's wit, eloquence, arid immense fund of knowledge long ago
made him a familiar and well loved landmark at the United Nations. He took an
especial interest in the work and welfare of the Secretariat. I personally
had the great pleasure and benefit of his friendship for many years.

Jamil Baroody will be greatly missed in the Organization to which he
unstintingly gave so many years of his life.

#

For information media - not an official record



MESSAGE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE THIRTY-FOURTH
SESSION OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

It gives me much pleasure to convey my greetings and

best wishes to the participants at the 34th session of the

Economic Commission for Europe.

This past year has seen the continued expansion of the

role of the Commission as an instrument of co-operation in

the region as Member Countries have come to place increasing

reliance on the ECE, particularly in the economic field.

The Commission has concentrated on areas of major concern to

Member Governments and its revised work programme and new

operational projects reflect the decisions contained in the

Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in

Europe.

We are witnessing the emergence of economic relations

and interdependence, not only in the context of expanding

east-west relations but also between the developing and the

developed countries. The ECE can make a significant contribution

to more balanced and equitable economic development by sharing

its expertise and information with other regions. The ECE has

already made substantial contributions to global programmes

of the United Nations in the fields of environmental protect-

tion, water resources, science and technology and trade and

transport facilitation.
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In particular, the increased responsibilities which have

been entrusted to the ECE and the other regional commissions

as part of the process of restructuring the United Nations'

system, can do much to help to achieve such objectives. The

relevant decisions of the General Assembly go beyond a

reaffirmation of the important role of the commissions in

operational activities for development. They lend substance

to the recognition that the regional commissions are the main

general economic and social centres within the United Nations'

system for their respective regions. They provide for a

strengthening of the responsibility of the commissions to

ensure co-ordination at the regional level and to promote more

effective interregional co-operation. They envisage a more

systematic utilization of regional contributions in central

policy making and I have no doubt that this process will lend

new vitality and dynamism to the United Nations' system in its

task of helping to bring about a better distribution of global

economic opportunity. The fact that the world economic

situation gives little cause for optimism should not discourage

us or deter us from this aim. It is only in this way that we

will succeed in building a better life in an interdependent

and peaceful world.

I convey to you best wishes for a successful and rewarding

session.

** ** **
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TODAY'S DATS FOLLOWING IS SUGGESTED TEXT OF MESSAGE OP SECGEN TO THE

THUtTTFOURTH ECE SESSION: QUOTE EZE AM PLEASED TO CONVEY MY GREETINGS

TO ALL DELEGATIONS ATTENDING THE THIHTIFOUBTH SESSION OF THE ECONOMIC

COMMISSION FOR EUROPE. PARAGRAPH. THE ROLE AND AUTHORITY OF THE

COMMISSION AS A MAJOR INSTRUMENT FOR ECONOMIC AND RELATED COOPERATION

IN THE REGION HAS CONTINUED TO EXPAND AND STRENGTHEN DURING THE PAST

YEAR. THIS HAS BEEN A YEAR OF ACCOMPLISHMENT FOR THE COMMISSION AS IT

HAS CONCENTRATED ATTENTION ON MAJOR KEY AREAS OF CONCERN TO MEMBER

GOVERNMENTS SUCH AS ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY AND TRADE. THE IMPULSE TRANSMITTED

SY THE FINAL ACT OF THE CSCE TO THE COMMISSION HAS BEEN TRANSLATED INTO THE

REVISED WORK PROGRAMME AND IS REFLECTED PARTICULARLY IN NEtf PROJECTS OF AN

OPERATIONAL CHARACTER. ECE HAS BECOME MORE DEEPLY INVOLVED IN POLICY

ASPECTS OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION AMONG MEMBER COUNTRIES AS THE TEMPO OF THIS

COOPERATION HAS INTENSIFIED AND CHEATER CONFIDENCE HAS BEEN PLACED IN THE

COMMISSION AS A MAJOR INSTRUMENT FOR MEETING THE REQUIREMENTS OF MEMBER

COUNTRIES. PARAGRAPH. NEW PATTERNS OF ECONOMIC RELATIONS ARE EMERGING IN

THE GLOBAL ECONOMY WITH EVER CLOSER INTERDEPENDENCE AMONG COUNTRIES. THIS

ECE
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IS THE CASE NOT OHLZ IN THE CONTE3CT OF EXPANDING MST-4ffiST RELATIONS BUT

ALSO BETWEEN THE DEVELOPING AND DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. AS TRADE HAS EXPANDS

DRAH&TIGALCr WITHIN THE EGK REGION, A SIMIL&B TREND HAS AF?£AEEJD WITH

RSSPECT TO TRADE WITH OTHER REGIONS OF THE WORLD. IT IS OP THE UTMOST

IMPORTANCE THAT THE ESSENTIAL INTERDEPENDENCE OF THE GLOBAL ECONOMY BE

RECOGNIZED FULLY THROUGH POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES DESIGNED FOR ECONOMIC

DEVELOIMENT AND PROSPERITI IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. PARAGRAPH*

THE ECE CAN MAKE A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TO MORE BALANCED AND EQUITABLE

ECONOMIC DEVELOFMENT THROUGH SHARING OF ITS EXPERTISE AND INFORMATION WITH

OTHER REGIONS. THS STRENGTHENING OF ALREADY EXISTING CLOSE COOPERATION

AMONG THE REGIONAL COMMISSIONS WILL HAVE A MOST DESIRABLE IMPACT BY

ENABLING COUNTRIES IN OTHER REGIONS TO SHARE IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ECS

OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO THEM. PARAGRAPH. ECE HAS CONTINUED TO MAKE A

MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TO GLOBAL UNITED NATIONS PROGRJIMMES. Ill THE FIELDS OF

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, WATER RESOURCES, SCIENCE AND TSGHNOLOGY, AND

TRADE AND TRANSPORT FACILITATION, ECE HAS DEVELOPED PROGRAMMES THE IMPACT

OP WHICH EXTENDS BEYOND THS REGION. IT WOULD BS MOST DESIRABLE IF

COUNTRIES IN OTHER REGIONS COULD BECOME MORS CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH THESE
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PBOGRAJWES IN ORDER THAT BENEFICIAL RESULTS MAY BE SHARED MORE WIDEST.

PARAGRAPH. AS DECENTRALIZATION OF UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES IS

imJEMENOT), AS DECIDED IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 32/197 ON

RESTRUCTURING OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SECTORS OF THE UNITED NATIONS,

THE REGIONAL COMMISSIONS WILL PERFORM AN INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT ROLE IN

RESPONDING JTO THE NEEDS OF THEIR MEMBER COUNTRIES AS WELL AS CONTRIBUTING

TO PROGRAMMES OF THE UNITED NATIONS OF AN INTERREGIONAL OR GLOBAL

CHARACTER. THIS PROCESS SHOULD RESULT IN NEW VITALITY AND DYNAMISM

THROUGHOUT THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM. PARAGRAPH. MAY EYE WISH YOU

EVERY SUCCESS FOR A FRUITFUL SESSION. UNQUOTE.

f'?



MESSAGE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR THE HANDBOOK ON UNCTAD V

The Fifth Session of the United Nations Conference on

Trade and Development is meeting in Manila at a time when

the world community has recognized that the growing economic

problems with which it is confronted can only be solved through

concerted action at the global level. Issues relating to trade

and to the entire international framework for development

constitute a central part of these problems. The lack of

adequate progress in resolving them has given rise to a widespread

sense of disappointment and frustration on most of these issues.

UNCTAD V therefore represents a unique opportunity for the

international community to break the current impasse and to

create a greatly improved negotiating atmosphere for the period

ahead.

The agenda for the Manila Conference is very extensive and

is concerned with many of the most critical problem areas in the

field of trade, development and international economic co-operation.

Within this context, the conference can achieve many important

objectives. Apart from action on specific issues on the agenda,

it can evaulate the results attained since UNCTAD IV and, if

necessary, give the political impetus for the resolution of any

outstanding questions. It can make a substantive contribution

to our efforts to establish the new international economic order

as well as towards the formulation of the International Development

Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade.

/J
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I am confident that if governments demonstrate mutual

accommodation and the necessary political will, this Fifth

Session of UNCTAD will represent a turning point in our search

for more balanced and equitable relations between the

developing and the developed countries.

** ** **


