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EXCERPTS FROM THE VERBATIM RECORDS OF THE
TWENTY-FIFTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

CONTAINING REFERENCES TO THE
KIDNAPPING OF DIPLOMATS

Opening meeting

The Temporary President (A/FV.1859 at page 6):

"... Again, a new kind of threat to international peace and

security is emerging by: .... diplomats, while serving their countries,

are sometimes kidnapped at their posts and killed. These are serious

problems to which the United Nations must give careful consideration.

Both nationally and internationally there is need for measures to be

established and meaningful support to be given to avert such criminal

acts, as they are a menace to international relations, create barriers

to international understanding, and thereby pose a threat to
M

international peace and security."

General Debate

Mr. Gibson Barbosa. Brazil (A/PV.l8Ul at pages 3_l*-5-):

"In bringing the machinery for co-operation up to date, the

nations of the Western Hemisphere reaffirm their decision to broaden

the scope of their common endeavours for development and justice.

They take this positive stand at a time in which very small minority

groups, in obedience to an outside guidance which they blindly follow,

try in vain to use the weapons of terrorism to undermine the progress

of their own peoples. Insane acts, such as the hijacking of aircraft;

armed assaults and robberies; the seizure and holding of innocent

hostages, particularly diplomatic representatives; dastardly, brutal
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assassinations — these are crimes at which world public opinion

recoils, vehemently condemning the perpetrators. The Organization

of American States has classified these as common crimes, and even

as crimes against humanity."

"Echoing this line of thought, the first General Assembly of

the Organization of American States reaffirmed its emphatic repugnance

for such methods of violence and terror."

"Brazil is particularly sensitive to this situation. For over

a month and a half, we have been suffering the agonizing drama of

having a member of our diplomatic corps held by despicable kidnappers,

the defenceless victim of heinous brutality."

"Moreover, the serious incidents of the last few days are

demonstrating that the problem of aircraft hijacking and imprisonment

of hostages demands clear and effective measures on the part of this

Organization, as an instrument of the collective will of the

community of nations."

Mr. Peirano Facio. Uruguay (A/PV.l81il at pages 33-37):

"Among the questions that are of concern to the world today there

is one which has particular political and social implications: that

relating to crimes against humanity. In Uruguay we have had occasion

to deplore a crime of this type which cost the life of a citizen of a

country that is traditionally a friend of ours, an innocent victim

of an act which stirred the deepest feelings of our people. I should

like to reiterate here most solemly, and in doing so I express the
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the sentiments of the Uruguayan people, the angriest repudiation of

that crime and also of the other kidnappings of citizens of friendly

countries, committed by small groups of conspirators who, setting

themselves up as crusaders for a new and violent gospel, perpetrate

crimes of the most soulless lawlessness."

"Attempts were made through kidnapping to force the liberation

of detainees and condemned persons who are not political prisoners

but simply the perpetrators of common crimes and are subject to

ordinary justice, which acts quite apart from political power,

ordinary justice within which they have access to due legal process

with all guarantees for their defence. In such circumstances any

attempt at extortion or blackmail is quite inadmissible, even where

the noble purpose of saving precious and innocent lives is concerned;

for that would presuppose not only a violation of the Constitution

and laws but would set a very grim precedent for society. The

suppression of crime, essential for any human group that has gone

beyond the primitive stage of private vengeance, would ipso facto be

prevented, because it would be impossible then to punish those who

break the penal laws, even those laws which protect the most sacred

rights of man: life and freedom."

"On the initiative of the President of our Republic,

Mr. Pacheco Areco, a policy was established — as was explained by

our country in the Permanent Council of the Organization of American

States — which has been recognized and understood by many friendly

Governments as the doctrine which really constitutes the best safeguard

for diplomats, since it prevents the kind of blackmail that seems to



be constantly increasing and involving new victims or encouraging

the commission of other crimes against humanity."

"Our Government, always a zealous defender of the principle of

non-intervention, would state, as an essential factor for the

development of this whole item, the notion that these matters —

which because of their external repercussions can affect bilateral

relations in the international field — are because of their very

nature a subject which properly falls within the competence of each

State, that each State should assert the right to handle these

matters as it understands them, in accordance with the circumstances

of time and place, it being understood of course that at the same time

a uniform mode of conduct in this respect, freely agreed upon by the

different countries, would be the best way of guarding against this

kind of lawlessness."

"Important international gatherings, with the affirmative vote

of my country, have decided that this kind of offence cannot be

regarded as being covered by a treatment which as far as concerns

extradition and asylum is reserved for political offences. The

raison d'etre for this kind of treatment is based on the idea that

the political offender is not a danger in a foreign country, but on

the other hand in his country the courts at a given time might not

prove able to offer adequate guarantees of impartiality. This

reasoning does not apply to criminals who have recourse to such

measures as the use of foreign diplomats as hostages and victims,
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•which is an act of odious barbarity prohibited even by the laws

of war. Methods such as these strike not just against a re'gime

or a given political system, but against all forms of organized society,

whether internal or international; and they truly constitute acts of

lese-humanity, offences which no longer are jure civitate but

jure gentium."

"Acts such as these, as we have demonstrated, which try to break

up the cohesion necessary for any organized social group, creating

wherever they wish the anguish-laden climate which stems from the

repetition of acts of terrorism, which many times affect innocent

civilians — such acts are not the sad privilege of just one country

or one continent. Everywhere, on all sides, you see kidnappings,

hijacking of aircraft, coercion on the normal development of

individual freedoms, on the exercise of public authority. All these

acts are carried out with ambivalent purposes for the publicity thus

gained or for the ransoming of accomplices who have been apprehended

by the duly constituted authorities."

"In the light of this picture my Government feels that this

Assembly could well devote its attention to an analysis of the idea

behind the interesting initiative recently presented at the meeting

of the Organization of American States in Washington, designed to

provide special protection for property and persons in working for

the benefit of international relations and the progress of mankind

as a whole."
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Mr. Calvani, Venezuela (A/PV.l8̂ 1 at pages kj-b8):

"... A new fact about today's world then is that there is

this cult of violence; the use of indiscriminate force then, for

whatever purposes, may be pursued. Violence is the end. Those who

support this new religion of violence proclaim that they will not

stop at any crime in order to put an end to injustice. They forget

that violence can only lead to further acts of injustice, and if

these acts are pursued nothing can be changed on the surface of the

earth, for, qualitatively speaking, we would all be living at the

same level of injustice."

"So it has been, and in recent days the consequences of violence

wounded individuals who had nothing to do with the drama which exists

around them. As a corollary of fanaticism and divine aggression,

there has been the whole host of crimes of all kinds: kidnappings,

assassinations, hijackings, attacks, and so forth. All these acts

occur at the expense of innocent human beings, who in turn wish to

commit acts of violence against others who they believe are guilty.

In this way mankind has gone back to a time which we thought was

permanently in the past. We have liberated instincts which lead to

the explosion of passions, which are characterized by special

interests or fanaticism."

"What we have said, of course, does not exclude the right of

peoples to rebel against tyranny, colonialism, racism, or any other

form of oppression. In this case, of course, it is the oppressors

which practice violence; and the right of rebellion, legitimately
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exercised, represents the people's striving to restore the juridical

order."

"... Norms which have governed relations between peoples since

time immemorial are now at a critical stage. It is not a question

of violations of these norms. Violations or infractions of rules

have always existed in mankind. The infraction, to some extent,

ratified the true nature of the norm. But this is something

different. What we are talking about is a disregard for rules, a

negligent attitude as to their ethical content. An obvious example

can be found in the acts of kidnapping and aerial hijacking which

have occurred in recent months."
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Mr. De Pablo Pardo. Argentina (A/PV.l85̂  at page 71 ) =

"Among the third group of problems mentioned, that is, those that

have emerged recently, must be listed a question that warrants special

attention because it seriously bears upon international peace and

security. I refer to the commission of acts of violence and terrorism

that constitute true crimes in terms of international criminal law.

Violence and subversion, especially in Latin America, have acquired such a scope

and magnitude in certain cases as to affect the very basis of international

order. If we truly wish to practise tolerance as a fundamental attribute

of democracy in our continent, we cannot permit indiscriminate violence,

alleging pretexts of confused political ideals in order to convert crimes

offensive to human conscience into instruments of social transformation.

The Argentine people categorically rejects the committing of those crimes,

which are completely alien to its way of life and to the philosophy of

freedom which supports it.

"In the Organization of American States the Republic of Argentina has

pointed out the need to define and then to prevent and to punish this

type of crime. The Argentine Government understands that it is for each

State to adopt those measures it considers necessary to repress acts that

violate order and security within its own territory. Yet the knowledge

that in many cases terrorists and kidnappers receive some kind of foreign

assistance — in the form of money, weapons or training — forces us to

consider the need to encourage concerted action on a world-wide scale so

that those individuals will not escape justice.

"Within the regional framework, the Inter-American Juridical Committee

four days ago, on 26 September, approved a Draft Convention on terrorism
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and kidnapping of persons with a. view to extortion which will be

submitted for the consideration of members of the Organization of

American States. It should be pointed out that article 10 of that draft

foresees that the Convention will remain open "for signature by the

member States of the Organization of American States, as well as any

other State Member of the United Nations or any other State invited to

do so by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States".

Mr. Koun Wick (Cambodia) (A/PV.1855 at page 18):

"Other countries and peoples are also the victims of similar acts

of barbarity. It is not without good reason that some States Members of

the United Nations have brought the matter before the Security Council.

One follows with great sadness repetitions of kidnappings, assassinations

of diplomats and journalists...These acts are wholly unjustifiable and

should be severely condemned by world public opinion, whatever the

political and ideological reasons invoked. We must note that these

ignoble methods are employed and encouraged by the same groups of

individuals, the same organizations or the same countries which now more

or less openly aid or encourage theViet-Cong and the Worth Viet-Namese to

spread death and destruction throughout Cambodia.

"A peace-loving people which cherish justice and respect the Charter

of the United Nations, the Cambodian people feel that the United Nations

cannot remain indifferent and allow the perpetuation of such barbarous

practices without disregarding the aims of its Charter. We hope sincerely

that this twenty-fifth session will seek with determination and all due

speed all possible ways and means to put an end to the kidnapping of

diplomats, the assassination of journalists, ... unjustifiable acts of

aggressions, so as to save the honour, the dignity and the other human
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values which are seriously jeopardized by this outbreak of unprecedented

barbarity. The Cambodian Government is ready to co-operate with any

efforts undertaken in this respect by the United Nations.

Mr. Herrera-Ibarguen, Guatemala (A/PV.1855 at page 93):

"...Also on the general subject of violence, I wish to mention

specifically two matters of the utmost gravity.... the other is the

kidnapping of persons designated as diplomatic agents, which may have

the effect of disturbing international coexistence. I n the opinion of my

country, in connexion with the kidnapping of designated persons — we

should adopt adequate solutions at the regional level and here at the

United Nations within the framework of international law and of penal

laws. Until progress is made in establishing specific international

standards on these subjects we consider it is the duty of States to apply

existing penal standards and extradition provisions.
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Chief Leabua Jonathan. Lesotho (A/PV.18TJ at page 37):

"... the kidnapping of diplomats have once more aroused the

conscience of the international community. This Organization will

have rendered a lasting service if it can find a solution to this

new menace of "bargaining with the lives of innocent men, women and

children for political ends. Such violent means more often result

closely into the threat to peace posed "by resort to territorist

and other violent means to attain political objectives. Such

violent means more often result in the victimization of innocent

people."
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Mr. Thorn. Luxembourg (A/PV.18T8 at page 63):

"... Security, in fact, is affected not only when violence is

committed "by one State against another, but also whenever individuals,

and this is increasingly frequent, become the innocent victims of acts

of piracy that are considered to be unacceptable and dishonourable

even though their authors claim that they are gestures of var or of

political pressure, whatever one may think of the policy followed."
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President Somoza, Nicaragua (A/PV.l88l at page 67):

"... Our America also lives these upheavals with the

kidnapping and murder of diplomats and other persons, the most

fundamental rights of man are violated; Until these activities

are no longer indulged in, there can be no real peace in the world."

President Nixon. United States (A/PV.1882 at page 32):

"... It is in the world interest to put a decisive end to sky

piracy and the kidnapping and murder of diplomats. In this Assembly

last year I called for international action to put an end to air

piracy. The increase of kidnappings of accredited diplomats is a

closely related matter that should urgently concern every Member of

this Assembly."


