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AlDE-MEMOIRE

At the beginning of World War II the most precious relics and historical

valuables of pricel~ss value to the Polish Nations, eminent works of art connected

with significant events of Polish history have been evacuated from Poland.

The avacuationof these treasures from Poland had been organized via

Rumania, France and the United Kingdom by the Custodian of the Wawel Castle

in Cracow, Dr. Swierz- Zalewski. From there, with the consent of the Canadian

Authorities, they were transported to Canada. The shipment arrived on July 13,

1940 and was placed in the Record Storage Building in Ottawa.

In July 1945, on the initiative of the then Envoy, Mr. BabinSki of the

II London Government". the manuscripts, the King Chrobry Crowning Sword

and a number of other objects were taken out of the collection and put into

the Ottawa branch of the Bank of Montreal as a deposit credited to the name

of Dr. Swierz-Zalewski and his assistant, Palkowski. The remainder of the

treasure was hidden.

On August 26, 1946, the Canadian Government returned to Poland - through

the then Envoy of the Polish Government Dr. Fiderkiewicz, a negligible part

of the treasure it had in its direct custody. The rest remainned in hiding.

Since then, there have been continued negotiations and an exchange of notes on

the subject of the hidden treasure. These can briefly be summarized along

the following lines:

The Polish Envoy to Canada informed the Canadian Government - first

informally and then by a note of June 1st, 1946, about the removal of the Polish

treasures. He cited the place where they were hidden and requested that they

be returned to Poland. On 29 Septem.ber. 1947. the Polish Legation in Canada

addressed another note to which the External Affairs Department replied that it

was aware of the place where the treasure was stored - namely~ that it was being

cared for by the Quebec Province Government on the initiative of Premier

Duplessis.
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According to the information obtained at the time by the Polish Legation,

the treasures were located in the following places:

1. 23 trunks and one case were in the cellars of the Provincial Museum of

Quebec.

2. 8 cases wer~ hidden in the Rectory of Killaloe (Ontario).

3. 2 cases of collections (manuscripts and the King Chrobry Crowning Sword)

in the Bank of Montreal in Ottawa.

4. 4 carpets were placed with the former Envoy, Mr. Babinski.

In May 1950, due to the persistent refusal to return the treasures, the

Polish Government was compelled to recall the Envoy of the Polish People's

Republic in Ottawa, Mr. Milnikiel, leaving in his place the Charge d f Affaires,

Mr. Markowski.

On March 25, 1952, the Polish Government transmitted another note

requesting the repatriation of the treasures. In the same year, the Polish

Government remitted to the Bank of Montreal the past dues for the deposit

of trunks and has since continued to pay the costs of deposit.

The Charge d' Affaires. Mr. Markowski, during his term of office,

renewed negotiations with the Ministry of External Affairs of Canada. It was

implied to him, that a partial return of the treasures might be possible, beginning

with the items deposited in the Bank of Montreal.

The issue of the treasure was also raised on the international forum,

namely:

1. In 1947 - at the General Conference of UNESCO in Mexico, in the statement

of the Polish Representative.

2. In April and November 1949, Ambassador Wierblowski, then the Chairman

of the Polish Delegation to the United Nations General Assembly, circula-

ted a letter to United Nations Delegations.

3. During the Seventh Session of the United Nations General Assembly, the

then Polish Minister of Foreign Affairs. Mr. St. Skrzeszewski took up

the matter personally with Minister Lester B. Pearson, the Canadian
I

External Affair Secretary.
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4. At the United Nations Anniversary m.eetings at San Francisco, the Foreign

Minister of the Polish People's Republic, Mr. Skrzeszewski had another

conversa.tion with the Canadian External Affairs Secretary Mr. Pearson.

Mr. Pearson assured Mr. Skrzeszewski that. even before leaving for the

meetings, he head issued instructions that, as a beginning, the two cases

deposited with the Bank of Montreal be returned to Poland.

5. During the Tenth Session oi the United Nations General Assembly, the

matter of the return of the tr... easure was raised by the Chairm.an of the

Polish People's Republic Delegation Vice-Minister M. Naszkowski with

the Canadian Representative, Mr. Paul Martin.

6. In October 1955, the new Charge d' Affaires of Poland resumed the con

versation on the question of the tapestries during his first call on Secretary

Pearson. He was told that the matter was in the process of being settled.

Up to the present moment, however, the treasure was not returned to

Poland.

The absence from Poland of these priceless treasures of Polish culture

causes increasing concern to the Polish Community.



Supple:mentary Aide - Mem.oire
concerning further develop:ments on the issue of Polish
Wawel treasure evacuated from Poland to Canada during
the II World War (period from June 1956 - August 1951).

On 21 June 1956 the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs

presented t_o the Legation of Canada in Warsaw a note verbale containing

another request f~r return of Wawel treasure to Poland. Until now, no

reply from the Canadian Legation was received.

Till December 1956 Charge d' Affaires of Poland in

Ottawa, Mr. W. Kolek, was repeatedly continuing oral interventions at

the Canadian Department of External Affairs. These interventions did

not reach any positive results.

On 12 January 1951 the newly nomina.ted Polish Charge

d' Affaires, Mr. M. Sieradzki, has been assured by Mr. Lester B. Pearson,

the Secretary of State for External Affairs, of Canadian Govermnent' s

friendly attitude towards the issue of returning Wawel treasure to Poland.

At the sarn.e time, however, Mr. L. B. Pearson did not hide the fact that

some of the Cabinet Members do not share this opinion because of possible

repercussions which such position m.ight cauae in the public opinion during

the election carn.paign.

On 4 February 1951 Secretary of State for External

Mfaira, Mr. L. B. Pearson, in a conversation with Mr. J. Winiew'icz,

Deputy Foreign Minister,expreased his readiness to return a part of

Wawel treasures, namely these contained in two cases deposited at the

Bank of Montreal and to start negotiations on the return of the remaining

part of the treasures.

On 15 February 1951 the Canadian Broadcasting Cor

poration broadcasted twice the new. according to which the Catholic

circles in Ottawa were considering the possibility of returning the Wawel

treasure to Poland. In connection with this news an interpelation was made
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in the Canadian Parliament to the Prime Minister, Mr. St. Laurent.

Answering he stated that in this matter no new developments occured,

therefore the information broadcasted was inexact.

In February 1957 another conversation concerning the

Wawel trea-,ure took place between Mr. G. Legare, Under Secretary of

State for Externai Affairs and Professor Manfred Lachs. Director of the

Legal Departlnent in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In this conversation

Mr. G. Legare stated that concrete steps in this issue will be possible just

after elections in Canada.

On 1 March 1957 Ambassador J .. Michalowski, Perma

nent Representative of Poland to the United Nations, intervened in this

matter at the Secretary of External Affairs, Mr. L. B. Pearson, who

stated that before leaving for New York he recommended to the Department

of External Affairs for arrangement of return of two cases deposited at

the Bank of Montreal and that those cases are intended to be returned

iInmediately after elections.

In the later period the Polish Charge d' Affaires in

Ottawa had renewed for several times his interventions at the Department

of External Affairs. He has received also assurances that the issue will

be taken up immediately after elections are held.

Since the elections which took place on 10 June 1957 the

Canadian Government did not inform the Polish Government about any

steps undertaken in the matter in question. It is also to stress that no

answer was received until now for the note of 27 June 1956.


