
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Excellency,

With the consent of your Government, and after consultation with the heads
of the various organizations of the United Nations system, I have the honour to
designate Mr. Tegegnework Gettu as the Resident Coordinator of the United Nations
system's operational activities for development in the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
The functions of the Resident Coordinator are outlined in paragraph 34 of the annex
to General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977, which provides for
arrangements for the better coordination of operational activities for development by
the United Nations system at the country level.

In accordance with these provisions, Mr. Gettu, on behalf of the
United Nations system, will have overall responsibility and exercise team
leadership for the coordination of operational activities for development in the
Federal Republic of Nigeria. He will be responsible to me for discharging these
functions which will be carried out in conformity with the priorities established by
your competent national authorities.

These arrangements do not affect relations between your Government and
individual organizations of the United Nations system or the direct lines of
authority and communication between the representatives of these organizations at
the country level and their own executive heads.

It would be appreciated if your Government could keep the
Resident Coordinator informed of matters relevant to the exercise of his functions
to ensure the better coordination of the system's operational activities.

His Excellency
Mr. Olusegun Obasanjo
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
Abuja R §
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In addition to the foregoing, the Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), with the consent of your Government and
pursuant to the relevant agreement between UNDP and your Government, has
appointed Mr. Gettu as UNDP Resident Representative. Mr. Gettu will be directly
responsible to the Administrator, as well as to the heads of those organizations that
utilize the UNDP Resident Representative as their representative, for all matters
concerning their respective activities.

Guided by the intentions of the General Assembly, I have the honour to
invite you to arrange for Mr. Gettu, in the performance of his functions, to receive the
cooperation of the appropriate authorities in the Federal Republic of Nigeria
and to express the confidence that this designation will serve to strengthen the
collaboration between your Government and the organizations of the United Nations
system engaged in operational activities for development in your country.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Kofi-A. Annan
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PRESIDENT,
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIG]

PRES/206

Mr. Mark Malloch Brown,
Administrator,
United Nations Development Programme, UNDP,
New York, NY, •
U. S. A.

Office of the Administrator

Correspondence

D Draft reply for A/AA

D Direct reply wHhcopy to OA

5CD1rect«ctton

Thank you for your letter dated May 23, 2003 through which you
congratulated me on my re-election for a second term as President of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria. That correspondence also raised a
number of other issues of mutual interest

It was, indeed, heartwarming that we finally adopted the African
Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) as part of the NEPAD initiative. In this
direction, I wish, once again, to place on record our appreciation for the
contribution and support of UNDP towards the APRM.

I am delighted to know that UNDP has agreed to manage the
Trust Fund we are about to set up in order to attract qualified Nigerian
experts in the diaspora to join our new Administration. It is noteworthy
too, that you are already taking the necessary steps to actualize this
initiative.

1 am, of course, aware that we have to demonstrate our
seriousness about this initiative by making an initial financial
contribution. I have, therefore, directed that the sum of US$250,000
(Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand United States Dollars) be made
available to the Trust Fund. The Federal Ministry of Finance.and other
relevant agencies of government are working to effect this directive,
early.

I have also nominated Mr. Stephen Oronsaye, my Principal
Secretary, as Nigeria's representative on the Trust Fund. He will,
therefore, liaise with you on all issues pertaining to the establishment
and management of the Fund.
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We in Africa, through the framework of both the African Union
(AU) and NEPAD, are truly committed to the realization of the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Your proposal to make this the
mam message of the launch of the 2003 Global Human Development
Report during the AU Summit proper is therefore most welcome. I will
certainly do everything within my power to persuade my fellow Heads of
State to participate at the launch of the report.

Finally, I have approved Mr. Tegegnework Gettu, your nominee
as the new UNDP Resident Representative and, consequently, the
United Nations Resident Coordinator in Nigeria.

Please accept the assurances of my high personal regards.

OLUSEGUN OBASANJO
Copy:
- Permanent Secretary ^

Federal Ministry of Finance
Abuja

Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Abuja

- Director-General
National Intelligence Agency
Abuja

Principal Secretary to Mr. President \s'"'""
Presidential* Villa
Abuja

- Ambassador/Permanent Representative
Permanent Mission of Nigeria to the United Nations
824 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10017, USA
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DE:

SUBJECT:

Mr. Mark Malloch Brown
Administrator, UNDP

2003

S. Iqbal Riza
Chef de Cabinet

Resident Coordinators

1. This memorandum is with reference to your memoranda of
15, 16 and 21 January, and 28 February 2003, proposing the
appointment of Resident Coordinators in various countries.
At the outset, please accept my apologies for the long
delay in responding. Largely, this was due to pressures
relating to the issue of Iraq and (rare) travel. Another
factor has been the continuing concern over the question of
regional and gender balance in the category of Resident
Coordinators, an issue which we have addressed frequently.

2. As regards regional balance, the statistics received
from your office relating to the situation at mid-2002
indicate that 63.15% of Resident Coordinators were from
WEOG countries (including the US). You will understand the
concern that was raised''by the fact that of the twenty
proposals for Resident Coordinators received recently from
you, fourteen (i.e. 70%) are from WEOG countries (including
the US). Obviously, this means that, instead of correcting
the trend that raised t^^se worries i the first place,
there is a continuing < idency to act '.ally aggravate this
very trend, thus cumulatively increasing the imbalance.

3. As f.
women.

^ gender, only 'ive of the twenty ( i .e . 2 5 % ) are
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4. Another factor that emerges from the pattern of
proposals suggest that there is a tendency to assign
African nationals to posts in Africa (3 out of 4).

5. I am fully aware that the selection of Resident
Coordinators cannot be dictated purely by statistics, and
much depends on the candidates proposed by agencies and
those available in the pool and those deemed to have
qualified in the assessment process. Nevertheless, it
would appear that stronger and more determined efforts
indeed could and should be made to correct rather than
emphasize the trend in question.

6. In the context of these considerations, the approval
of the Secretary-General is conveyed to the appointments of
the following UN Resident Coordinators/UNDP Resident
Representatives for the countries which I understand have
priority:

1) Ms. Lise Christine Grande (OCHA) (USA) - Armenia
2) Mr. Sunil Saigal (UNDP) (Denmark) - Burundi
3) Mr. Khalid Malik (UNDP) (Pakistan) - China
4) Mr. Aurelien Agbenonci (UNDP) (Benin) - Congo
5) Mr. Beat Rohr (UNDP) (Switzerland) - El Salvador
6) Ms. Maxine Olson (UNDP) (USA) - India
7) Mr. Frederick Lyons (UNDP) (UK) - Iran
8) Mr. Thierry Lemaresquier (UNDP)(France)- Mexico
9) Mr. Tegegnework Gettu (UNDP)(Ethiopia) - Nigeria
10) Ms. Mona Hammam (WFP) (Egypt) - Syria
11) Mr. Jacob Simonsen (UNDP)(Denmark) - Turkey
12) Mr. Aeneas Chuma (UNDP)(Zimbabwe) - Zambia

7. I trust we can discus^ the overall issue brfore
approval of the remaining ^roposals can be cons dered.

Thank you.
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12 June 2003

Dear Mr. Secretary-General,

I jtftach for your signature, a letter (which will be dated to reflect the date of
dispatch) to the President cojicjirnmg the designation of Mr.Tegegnework Gettu as
Resident Coordinator oj" operational activities for development of the United Nations
system in the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Please note that this letter has been addressed
to the President, and not to the Head of Government/or State, as advised by the Mission
of Nigeria.

The Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria has formally accepted that
the official concerned be designated as Resident Coordinator.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Malloch Brown

His Excellency
Mr. Kofi A. Annan
Secretary-General
United Nations
New York

One United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017 Tel: (212) 906 5791 Fax:(212)9065778 www.undp.org




