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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Dear Mr. President, 

29 December 2016 

I have the honour to transmit herewith the thirty-ninth monthly report 
of the Director-General of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW), submitted pursuant to paragraph 12 of Security Council 
resolution 2118 (2013). The present letter covers the period from 23 November 
to 21 December 2016. 

The situation with regard to the destruction of the chemical weapons 
production facilities declared by the Syrian Arab Republic remains unchanged. 
Twenty-four of the twenty-seven facilities have been verified by the OPCW as 
having been destroyed. However, and as stated in his previous Notes to the 
OPCW Executive Council, the Director-General reconfirms that the poor 
security situation on the ground still prevents safe access to the remaining 
hangar and two stationary above-ground facilities by either the Syrian Arab 
Republic or by the OPCW Secretariat. 

With respect to the initial declaration and subsequent submissions of 
Syria, I take note of the correspondence between the OPCW and the Syrian 
Arab Republic with a view to resolving the identified gaps, inconsistencies and 
discrepancies. In this regard, I also note the view of the OPCW Secretariat that 
the declaration by the Syrian Arab Republic remains incomplete and therefore 
reiterate the need for the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic and the 
OPCW Secretariat to work together to resolve these issues. 

His Excellency 
Mr. Roman Oyarzun Marchesi 
President of the Security Council 
New York 
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The continuing use of chemical weapons in the Syrian Arab Republic is 
totally unacceptable. The international community must work together to stop 
this and to uphold the taboo against the use of chemical weapons. Those 
responsible for the use of chemical weapons must not be permitted to act with 
impunity. As the Director-General notes, a team from the OPCW Fact-Finding 
Mission in the Syrian Arab Republic is actively investigating recent allegations 
of the use of these weapons, including through the deployment of a team to 
Damascus which took place from 12 to 18 December 2016. 

On 17 November 2016, by its resolution 2319 (20 16), the Security 
Council approved the renewal of the mandate of the OPCW-United Nations 
Joint Investigative Mechanism for one year. Efforts are now under way to 
support the continuing work of the Mechanism. I reiterate my full support for 
the work of the Mechanism. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest consideration. 


