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Excellency, 

It has come to the attention of my delegation that some countries have been attempting to 
alter the paragraphs pertaining to Eritrea and Ethiopia, in the Report of the Secretary-General on 

Eritrea. It is a source of great concern for my delegation that the Report has been withdrawn 
after a week long and after it was officially published with a Security Council Symbol 

(S/2012/412), because it felt short of the expectation of countries that have a declared hostility 

towards Eritrea. 

In this regard, my delegation would like to state the following questions and facts in order 
to set the record straight: 

1. Is it a normal procedure to withdraw Secretary-General's report, because one country is 
not satisfied with the report? Ethiopia could have submitted its concerns in writing to the 
Secretary-General or President of the Security Council. The withdrawal of the report is 
unacceptable to my delegation and many members of the Security Council. 

2. The Eritrea Ethiopia Boundary Commission was an international legal body with the sole 
mandate to both delimit and demarcate the boundary between the two countries. In the 
twenty-second report of 21 December 2006, to the Secretary-General, the Commission 
declared "the Commission hereby determines that the boundary will automatically stand 
as demarcated by the boundary points listed in the Annex hereto and that the mandate of 
the Commission can then be regarded as fulfilled." This is the legal and technical closure 

of the border issue; and what remains now is Ethiopia's withdrawal from sovereign 
Eritrean territories that it is still occupying for more than ten years. 

3. Any attempt to place normalization of relations as a precondition for and as crucial as the 
respect of international law is simply putting the cart before the horse and cannot be 
acceptable to my country. Needless to say, the normalization of relations is sovereign 
prerogative of any state. 

H.E. Mr Ban Ki-moon 

Secretary -General 
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· 4. Over the years the Eritrean government has been calling the international community, 
including Your Excellency, to encourage Ethiopia to abide by its treaty obligation, but it 
failed to comply to the international law. The international community has also so far 
failed to send a clear message to Ethiopia telling it that aggression and occupation are not 
acceptable. This international silence and the lopsided and politically motivated Security 
Council resolutions against my country has emboldened Ethiopia to pursue even more 
reckless acts endangering peace and security in our region. Ethiopian aggression of 
15 March 2012 is a recent testimony. 

In light of the developments in the region, any report that fails to unequivocally 
emphasize Ethiopia's occupation of sovereign Eritrean territories under any pretext constitutes 

not only condoning an aggressor, but encouraging its future acts of aggression. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest considerations. 

Araya Desta 
Permanent Representative of Eritrea 
To the United Nations 
New York 


