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November 22, 2016 

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
United Nations Plaza 
1st A venue and 46th Street 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Secretary-General Ban: 
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EOSG/CENTRAL 

We write to urge you to take action to avert a return to full scale resumption of hostilities and 
further ethnic violence in South Sudan. In 2010 you organized a heads of state meeting to bring 
high-level attention and focus to actions in support of an on-time referenda on independence for 
South Sudan. That meeting was the catalyst for a credible, inclusive process that led to the 
establishment of the international community's newest country. We write to ask that you once 
again use your good offices to convene a heads of state meeting to determine a way to stop the 
violence in South Sudan and forestall a potential genocide. 

As you are aware, the security situation in the country continues to deteriorate. Areas of South 
Sudan that had hitherto been spared the brunt of the fighting are now the site of violence, looting 
and attacks on civilians. The Transitional Government ofNational Unity as established by the 
Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in South Sudan has been unable to make progress 
on the implementation of the accord. 

More than a million people.have crossed borders seeking sanctuary, and millions more have been 
internally displaced. Hundreds of thousands remain in protection of civilian sites fearing 
ethnically motivated attacks. The U.N. Adviser on Genocide recently stated that the country was 
at a "strong risk of violence escalating along ethnic lines, with the potential for genocide." This 
echoes warnings from The High Commissioner for Human Rights in late October that "rising 
ethnic rhetoric, hate speech and incitement to violence against certain ethnic groups in South 
Sudan is highly dangerous and could result in mass atrocities." These warning signs correspond 
to those that occurred in advance of the genocide in Rwanda, and demand a response. 

We must make every effort to put South Sudan back on track towards peace. The international il 
community has a small window of opportunity in which to revitalize the stalled political 
settlement by bringing together leaders of the African Union, the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development, the Troika and representatives from other countries and international 
organizations to determine a way to prevent the dissolution of that nation. 
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We support the actions you have taken thus far to bring peace and stability to that nation. Your /{ 
continued leadetship is critical in avoiding another tragedy. We stand ready to assist in any way fj 
that we can. 

ts.a.L 
Benjamin L. Cardin 
United States Senator 

~ 
r~~ 
Patrick J. Leahy 
United States Senator 

United States Senator 

Christopher A. Coons 
United States Senator 
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ted States Senator 

Sincerely, 

Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 

~%-~ Edward J. Markey 
United States Senator 
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Jeanne Shaheen 
United States Senator 

~ ·-
United States Senator 

Member of Congress 
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Member of Congress 

~~c~ 
Michael E. Capuano 
Member of Congress 

Brian Higgins 
Member of Congress 

~~ 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

~-
United States Senator 



Fw: Letter to SYG Ban/South Sudan 
SGCentral to: Margaret King 
Sent by: Jill Annitto 

-----Forwarded by Jill Annitto/NY/UNO on 22/11/2016 05:02PM-----

From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Ugo Solinas/NY/UNO 
SGCentrai/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
Yvette Blanco/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
22/11/2016 04 :43PM 
Fw: Letter to SYG Ban/South Sudan 

For logging please. Many thanks. 

U. 
************************************************************** 

Ugo Salinas 
Senior Political Affairs Officer 
Political, Peacekeeping and Humanitarian Affairs Unit 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
Room: NL-3015-Y 
Tel: +1 917 367 2185 
email: solinas@un.org 
-----Forwarded by Ugo Solinas/NY/UNO on 22/11/2016 04:42PM-----

From: Francois Grignon/NY/UNO 
To: Ugo Solinas/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Yvette Blanco/NY/UNO@UNHQ 

22/11/2016 05:02PM 

Cc: Michael Kingsley-Nyinah/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Daniel Workie/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Michael Heller 
Ghu/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Manisha Agalawatta/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Peter Mutua/NY/UNO@UNHQ, 
Sajid Khan/NY/UNO@UNHQ, lsmini Palla/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Elisa Burchert/NY/UNO@UNHQ, 
Evan Bwala/UNOAU@UNFIELDMISSIONS 

Date: 22/11/2016 03:50PM 
Subject: Fw: Letter to SYG Ban/South Sudan 

Dear both, 

Please find a self-explanatory message from US Congressmen and congresswomen to the SG. 

FYI -HL already asked us to reach out to Prsdt Konare and Mogae to propose a private interactive 
dialogue with the Council on South Sudan. 

Best, 

fg 

Francois Grignon 
Team Leader, South Sudan lOT 
Office of Operations/DPKO 
United Nations 
Room S-2255 
New York, NY 10017, USA 
Tel : (+1) 917-367-4964 
Fax: (+1) 917-367-0745 



grignon@un.org 

----- Forwarded by Francois Grignon/NY/UNO on 22/11/2016 15:42 -----

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Francois -

"Flynn, Heather (Foreign Relations)" <Heather_Fiynn@foreign.senate.gov> 
"Francois Grignon (grignon@un.org)" <grignon@un.org> 
22/11/201615:41 
Letter to SYG Ban/South Sudan 

It's been a while, and I hope you are well. Attached find a letter to the SYG from a 
bi-partisan group of lawmakers urging him to convene a high-level meeting to find a 
way forward on South Sudan. Any help you are able to provide in ensuring this soft 
copy is transmitted to him soonest would be most welcome. I'd love to chat in the 
coming days about where things stand. 

Happy Thanksgiving and Best Regards, 

Heather D. Flynn 

Senior Professional Staff Member 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

202.228.4651 

11-22-16 BLC Joint letter to SYG Ban Ki-moon on South Sudan.pdf 


