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UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUEJECT: 

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 25, D . C . 

30 Octo ~er 1945 

Charles Alspach 

V. J. Tereshtenko of( 
Report on Health Conditions in Hungary 

Please find attvched a copy of the report on health 
conditions in Hungary. The report as received from 
the U.S. er Department, and it is not marked confi­
dential. I am sending the original to cur Health 
Division. Ho ·ever, I think you may be interested in 
having a copy in your files. 
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SUBJECT : Report Clll 10th Polish, 1st Hungarian Flight ("TROUT") made on 
"City of Canterburry". 

TO: Chief Repatriation and Movements Officer. 

FROJ.I: John M. Walmsley, O. C. Flight. 

DATE : 30th June, 1947. 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

• 

REFUGEE GROUPS AS PER .AfJ'W 51 69 

POLES 

Age Male Female Total 

0 - 3 11 10 21 
4 - 12 6 2 8 
13- 17 2 2 4 
Adulta 172 81 -251... 

191 9~ • 286 

HUNGARIAN 

1 Female Adult. 

FLIGHT TEPJ~ 

John M. Walmsley O.C. Flight 
S.::i.rah T. Ro.usch Nurse 

:©.-IBUSE}:iEN T 

Dato: 3 May 1947 
.Arrival at Port Said : 12.00 hrs. 

Tho people were transported from C.::i.mp to Suez where they embused in British 
Military trucks. Tho heavy baggage was also transported to Port Said by 
uli b.1y vehicles. 

4. EMBARKATION 

Date : 3 Mny 1947 Time 10.30 hrs. 

Commenced : 13.30 hrs. 
Completed: RefUgeos 15.30 hrs. Baggage 17.15 hrs. 
Sailed : 19.1 C hrs. 
I~l!.AFI s.ervcd refreshments prior to cmbarko.tion. 

Place Port Said 

Number in Cabins: People sick and old were accorrrnodatcd in cabins. This m:1s 
arranged with the purser and no extra charge was raised. 

!;SQ staff at Port Said cooperated very well and embarkation was satisfactory. 

5. SHIPIDAR.D ROUTINE 

a) Labour required. Fatigue parties for cleaning of ablutions and latrines otc. 
were required. 

b) Mossing_. Messing arrangements '.rorc rmdc by the ship's R & M. One mess orderly 
from co.ch table being the only labrur required, Mossing in general wa.s very 
sn.tisfActory. The food was goocl and no coq_)lo.ints vcrc :recoivud. 

c) lzyyione and Clormlincss. The standn.rd of cleanliness and, hygione a.mong the 
..t coplc t11cmsclvei:; seemed gocxl. 
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d) General Discipline. General discipline~~ this group was bad. 9Cr/4 of the group 
nbaolutely refused to undertake any form of cleaning work. Furthermore the 
group loader seemed to have no crntrol over his people at all. As a result of 
this the refugees quarters, ·washrooms and lavatories etc. -vrcre in n filthy 
ccndi tion durinr.; the v1holo vo'.rc..;;r,c. On tvm occasions we r.nrw.gcd to induce 'a few 
of the refugees to rnkc a half hearted attempt to clean their qUc.U'ters etc, 
but the rcsul ts obb.inod 1,7c;re far fron satisfacto~ r. 

Further difficulty was experienced with this group on entering the zone in tho 
.Adria tic Seo. whore it is necessary to vrcn:r life bcl ts. Before these people 
would wear their life belt they had to be frightened into doing so by cxnggern­
ting the danger of ninefields. 

DI~BA.RXi~TION 

Do.to 8 M.."\Y 1947 Time 12.00 hrs. Place Venice. 

C OI'.ll"lon c ed 12.00 hrs. 
Coopletcd Refugees . 13.00 hrs • . 

Ihgg:lbC . 13.15 hrs • . 
Reception nrrangenen ts nt the Port of Venice v"°rc sntisfncto.ry. 

WELFARE 

Generally speaking the people wore well catered far on this flight. Quarters ·were 
roasono.ble - hospital accomr,1oda.tion was good - Cc.binaccor.1r.1odation vras supplied to 
deserving ca.sos. So:r.ic people ,rished to pay the difference in fare from their own 
pockets and travel ca.bin class. As a IX1.tter of policy, however, this was refused. 
Food wo.s good and canteen fn.cilities were available. 

1.IEDICAL 

Medical attention and hospi to.l service wa.s good. The excellent service nnd trca.tmcnt 
rendered by the SMO Hnj. Osvrnld and his staff W['.S very nuch nppreccio.tcd. 

1. nedico..l report by·· the nurse, Miss Snro.h T. Rousch follows : 
11 Six po. ticnts were brought to ship by nnbulo.nce fror.1 El Sho. tt Co.mp. These were 
11 hospi ta.lised ir:imedin tely upon enbarko.tion, A large number of cases of sea sickness 
" developed the second dny of the trip, all recovered with no complications, none 
11 requiring hospi tn.liso..tion. Extrn rations of fresh eggs nnd ornngos were served 
"da.ily to all children. Extra milk was not served, onzy with their meals, thrc0 
11 tines dn.ily. Hospi tnl cases v,ere placed in special accor:imodo. tion on tho train, 
11 o.nd were nttended by an Austrian doctor o.nd tvro Itnlio.n nurses to their destination. 

GilfERi,.L mMARKS 

o.) Both tho nrl 1 j_ to.ry s ta.ff on the ship o.nd tho ship I s officers were most helpful. 
and their excellent co-operation vrero very much apprccciatcd. 

b) Two hammocks were r.ri.ssing o.t the end of the trip. 

O. GENERAL RECOMMENDATICNS 

Owine; to the trouble experienced, both on this flight and tho ln.st one, in induoin1.' 
the refugees _to clemi wo.shroor::is and latrines., it is rec,or.L10nded th'J.t o.rrl\n,~ru Ollt . 
should be n".de with the shi9 to su9pl,•,r ~ cle"Jlin~ p".rt-.r f\t UNRRA' s -axpcmse for this 
purpose. 

It is noticen.blc thD.t the more difficult flights are cor:iposcd af refugees froo 
tho Lebo.non o.nd Po.lcstinc where the people do not live in ce.raps. ond fc:w of their 
follow travellers. Susequently there is no cOITDTD.IDnl s1>irit. 

John f. W.1lr.1Sl0"<J 
O. C. Fli0 ht. 
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