


13 JUN 1947

Mr. Myer Cohen
leting Chief of Mission
UNKRA DPHQ
Hotel Majestic
Averme Kleber
Paris 16, France
Dear M¥r. Cohen:
We have received a copy of your report on
the court of inquiry at Spittal Canmp and have forwarded
it to the Yugoslav Representative in Waghington.

It would appear that six months is entirely too long

a period for consideration of an inguiry of thds import.

Sincerely yours,

Mikhail A. Burinsihsf o
Deputy Directorgfenerel”
of Services”




¥r. Beno Habjanic
Commercial Attache
Yugoslav Imbassy

1818 24th Street, N, W,
Washington, D, C.

My dear Nr., Habjanic:

Reference is made to my letter of Jamuary 16 in reply teo
your ingquiry regarding incidents alleged to have taken
place in an UNRRA Displaced Persone Center at Spittal in
the British Zore of Austria, Ve have received from ouwr
Furopean Hesdquarters & report of the results of a

court of inquiry held in Spittal Camp, copy of which is
enclosed herewith,

From the evidence available at the ingquiry it did mot
appear that the allegations presented by the Yugoslav
ission could be sustzined, Nevertheless, subsequent to
the inquiry Spittal Camp was reorgamised and recent reports
indicate that there iz a much improved attitude tomard
repatriation in the camp,

Copies of this report were forwarded to the Furopean
Regiome) Office ami we therefore assume that this inform-
2tlon has been transmitted to your Govermuent through the
UNRRA Wission in Tugoslavia.

Sincerely yours,

Mikheil A, Burinski
Deputy Director General
Buresu of Services




UNITED NATIONS
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C

ROUTE SLIP

DATE
12 JUNE

ROOM NO-
A-312

MISS FLYNN

APPROVAL INVESTIGATE

COMMENT SIGNATURE

NECESSARY ACTION AS REQUESTED

=l

=l
PREPARE REPLY ] see e

O

2

NOTE AND RETURN FOR YOUR INFORMATION

NOTE AND FilLE ] PER TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
REMARKS

l. I think that it will be necessary to
write to Mr. Cohen that 6 months for
consideration of an inquiry of the
Yugoslav Mission letter is too long.

It is necessary to inform Mr. Habjanic
of this as far as we did not answer
his letter about this incident.

flp\
Vad
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UniteD NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION
HEADQUARTERS, DISPLACED PERSONS OPERATIONS

HOTEL MAJESTIC - AVENUE KLEBER - PARIS-18"

TELEFPHONE KLE 38-Cc0

Ref: WR 106.
Subject:

; owo copies of a resume
on the Spittal Court conclusions. I have
also sent two conies to E.R.O ior their information.

From the evidence available at the L
not appear that the allegations contained in

from the Yugoslav Mission, 23rd December, 1946, cc1ld
be sustained. Nevertheless, subsequent to the inguiry
Spittal Camp was reorganised and recent revorts from
the camp indicate that there is a very much better
attitude towards repatriation now.

Both Austria and this Headquarters regard this
matter as closed but Austria are watching the
position in Spittal Camp carefully.

Sincerely yours,

i3 o

Myer Cohen,
Acting C! ief
Displaced Persons (perations
"‘»“rr‘-e‘r‘-'-xl ILowell Rooks,
eral :













ITNITEID WATIONS RELIEF AND REMAVBILITATION ADMINISTRATION
ENTIRAN, HEADOUARTERS
WITENNA, ATSTERT S

O HELFERATORFERSTRAREE

TELEFPNONE: U 214 4=

20th Feuruaxy 1546

Ta + ERO, 11, Purtland Place, loandon Ve
iRRA, Washington, D.C.

Attached is one eopy of & special report
prepared Ly WX, Andresssen based ofi hiw visits %o
Jewizh osmps. Ve regret that additional copies are
not svailable in this office.

el s -I»e_b_u.l»
HELAN R, JE







13 February 1946
TO: Chief of lMission

FROM: Director Relief Services

SUBJECT s Camp Visits Pebruary 8 - 12, 1946

SUMVARY ; An unsuccessful attempt was made to visit all Jewish D,P. Camps
in Austria in which there is UNRRA participation during these past 5 days.
Camps visited were:

Zone Area - Camp Neme Location Population

Amer, Linz Bindermichl Near Linz 2377

Amer, Linz Greenshelter NS Average owver
100 / day

Amer, Linz Munichholz Steyr 248

Amer, Salzburg New Falestine Salzburg 450

Amer, Salzburg Bad Gastein Bad Gestein 1324

Jewish camps which I was unable to visit because of motor
breakdovn and road cond:itions are;

Zone  Area Semp_Name Locatim Population

—_—

Axer, Linz Raushoffen No, 609 5 307
Amer, Lingz Lbengee 197
Brit, Graz iurdors Judenberg 600
Brit, Graz ¥obenz Nr, Judenberg

I can summarize by saying that facilities at limichholz; New Palestine and

Bad Gastein are far superior to any other D.P, facilities in Austrin, Binder-
michl and Green Shelter are potentially so. Miss Griselda Weinfeld assured me
that Raushoffen 609 and the Juwish section of lbensee Centre were in a class
with hiunichholz, Murdorf, which I visited in Decesher, and Kobenz have facil=-
ities which are equal to any others in the British Zone, but are barrack types
rather than housing projects or hotels. The basie things, shelter, food, health
services, clothing, sanitation and welfare services are generally superior in
these Jewish camps to those in the rest of the D.P. camps in Austria, UNRRA
staf'f was generally well selected and working well together, There is one
seriocus exception at Bindvrmichl, The facility there is a former Hermamn
Goering housing project which does not have an adequate UNRRA team, and which
has not had adequate military attention in the maintenance cof a potentially
good facility, OSteps taken to correct this situation are outlined in more
detail elsewhere, By and large, the basic needs of thease people, some S0% of
whom wish to go to Palestins, are being met, Their grontest needs today are
for future security,and things of an intellectual and spiritual nature growing
out of such security. BEverywliere there was a need for tools, working mater- |\
inls and reading matter with which to occupy the D.P.s.




I. BINUERICHI, COMGMNTTY
6l Richtofenstrassc

Bindermichl, near Linz
8 February,

Bindermichl is a project housing somg 2377 Jews on 30th January.
Statistical details arec contained in Attachment Mo, 1, This attachment also
contains the comments of the Assembly Centre Director, There is also ob-
tached as Attachment No, 2 o report dated 5 February by Colonel R. P. Clay,
FA 83 Division, U. S, Army, and as Attachment No, 3 Colonel Clay's report
(DE/DEF FORM No, 5),both of which are self-explanatory. I would also like
to call to your atiention a statement mede by Judze Simon H. Riflzird on 26%h
December during his visit to this particular idssembly Centre (Attachmont No.
4). The UNRRA Team at Bindermichl consisis of 13 people headed Ly Mr. J. Hs
lloLean, a former U, S. Army Coptain, The Welfare Officer, lir, Arthur N,
Wahnon, also an American; was acting as his Deputy as well. The team had no
secretary at the time of my visit, and a request was wade for the assigmicnt
of Miss Solowon, now in my office in Viennn., The assignment <f Miss Louise
Blackhan, now on assignment to the Spearhead Team in Vienna, was also re-
quested by the Director, Mclean stated that aside from Wahnon, the tcam
assigned to him had little capacity for doing the job, despite obvious
sincerity, Tcam billets in the facility itself were inadequate, Rusours

of a change in the method of issuing food had caused a two-day hunger strike
several days before on the part of one group in the centre. Lorries assigned
to this center were, strangely enough, in good condition, Persommel vehicles
were not, The available lorries allow no margin for safety in case of a
breakdown, My recommendaticns to Area and Zone Directors were: (1) See
that military and UNRRA take those steps required by Colonel Clay's report;
(2) That additional competent UNRRA staff be added immedictely, In Solzburg
on Saturday last, the Deputy Director, American Zone, informed me that the
Military and UNRRA were taking these steps, I raised a further gqucation with
the Zone Director; Why had this facility been accepted by UNRRA three months
ago before adequate provisions for its use during the winter and its mainten-
ance had been assured?

II, GREEN SHELTER
Iirms

This facility, a large old caserne, was opened 2lst January by the
Arny as & transit camp for Jews moving from Vienna to Salzburg, Enrs is on
the bomndary of the American and Russian Zones, The people sexved, come in
by train from Vienna and leave a day or so later by Austrain railway lorries
for Salzburg, UNRRA staff, working under a U, 8, Army lieutenant, include a
director, a welfare officer, a supply and transport officer, o messing and
maintenance officer and a nurse, In the period ending 30th Jonuary, 903

persons had passed through the centre. During the week before my visit ovor 800

used the centre, Much work was under way to mnke the centre nore pleasing
to the eye. The facility will eventvally be able to house 450 persons. 35
Jews work in the centre, Aside from the UNRRA nurse, health services nre
provided by two D,P, doctors, one D.P., dentist and a D,P, saniturian, The
pericd elapsed since the opening of this centre was too short to pertit =ny
criticism of the services provided, which at the moment are quite elenentary.
Kithesn, infirmary, lounge, ete,, are set up and in operation,




IIL, MUNICHIOW
AL Steyr

This pleasant little centre provides one of the nearest approaches to
a return to a norual way of life for the 189 family groups located there. The
attached report (attachment No, 5) of the centre Dircctor provides the essen-
tial details, A4bout 13 persons left the centre in the week before ny visit,

1V,
Near Salzburg

This small centre, holding 450 Jews, is also located in a pleasant
housing project, Most of the D,P.s are Polish Jews as will be noted fron
Attachment No, 6, A smnll UNKRA team of 5 very competent people is in
charge, The needs of these people are not of a material character, except
inscfar as working tools and wmaterials are concerned. The oldest D.P, is
55, The school has but 13 children, There is virtually no turnover, 95%
wish to go on to Palestine, Only 10 of these people have employment outside
the centre. Some 60 are taking a mechanic-driver course, 30 a dressinking
course and a large number are regularly studying English,

V. BAD GASTETN

Asgerbly Center consists of five hotels and a large welfare building,
These are undoubtedly the best facilities used in Auwstria for a D,P, assen-
bly centre, The nature and scope of programs under way are outlined in
detail in report of the Centre Director dated 7 February 1946 (Compeny D,
232nd Infontry, U, S, iruay) and need no comuent from me, Material needs are
for things with which to work and items like a typevwiter to get out the
Yiddish newspaper, This centre has a rather large library of Hebreow and
Yiddish mnterinls. Turnover at Bad Gastein last month was informally
estimated at from 500 to 600 people. 250 people are leaving next week
under auspices of a Jewish Cormittee,

VI. MURDORF

Notes on Mr, Brandon's visit to Murdorf in early Deceriber are
attached, and are self-explanatory,

VII:. KOBENZ

The Zone, Directora’ eomuents o Zohenz ~nd Irofaisch are also
attached,




ASSEMBLY CENTER WEEKLY REPORT Attachment Mo, 1

el i

30 JANUARY 1946

BINDERMICHL
No, in hospital 12;00 Saturday.... 45
No. hospitalized during week.es.., 11

. iales T Temales
Nationality | Over Over

Claimed R 1

Austrian

Czechs

French
German
Grock
Hungarian
Lithuanian
Palestinian
Polish

Fumanian

Stateleas 5L L 1082

TOTAL 1315 173 2377

Supply. Difficulties encountered in obtaining sufficient cleaning
materials,

Facilities and equipment, City water and gas supplies still not satis-
factory, Control being mnde of electric applinnces to reduce the power
consumpticn in the Settlement,

Health, Unregistered f1 ating populatizn still exists,

Allied liaison officers, No comuents,

Public safety, No comments,

Welfare, Problem still exists of teols for workshops, Inadequate
facilities for temporary billeting and for transportation of

transient persons,

Personnel and empl-yment, 243 workers employed in camp prejects,
(D.P.s)

Miscellaneous, No comments,




FXTRACT FRO# JANUARY REPORT

OF i{AJOR G. D. CHAPAW, UNRRA DIRECTOR, BRITISH ZONE

DATED 6 FEBRUARY 1946

"One Camp Center consisting of five camps at Villach accommodates nearly all
of tho Polish D.P.s in this Zone and a Camp which has recently been handed
over to UNRRA at Kobenz will house Allied D.P.s (Jewish), It is worth noting
that this latter group was quartered for some time in @ Camp ab Trofaiach
wherc we had a team "sitting in" preparatory to U% aking over," the date
of which was to have been on 20 January, 1946. Wis Yo satisfy myself that

such a Camp was in o condition to be taken over I mode wo separatc inspee-
tions of the Caup accompanied on cach occasion by nglie services personncl,

"as A.C.A. was unable to give assurances that certain necessary alterations
should be made I declined to take over this Cuup and after negotiations it
was ngreed that the D.P.s quartered there would be removed to Kobenz. Camp,
The actual number of these D.P,s, when they moved into Trofaiach in early
November was approximntely 2,900 but under their »wn methods of “"repatria-
tion" this muber hns now been reduced to approximately 500,

"Mhe Children's Center at Leoben has further developed and a Boys' Caup is
now in the course of preparntion for the reception of eighty unaccompanied
children who are at present in our Spittal Comp,

"ihe Camp which was formerly used for the housing of Displaced Fersons
s_stuc?.ents at Graz Univorsily hes been evocurted and more suitable accoumo=-
dntion hrs heen found and allotied to UIRRA for this project.”




HEADQUARTERS 83D INFANTRY Attachmant No.2,
DIVISION, APO 8* U,S, ARMY
MENORAN DU 5 February 1946

T0: Chief of Staff, 83d Infantry Division, APO 83, U.S. Army.

In compliance with verbal instructiongs I made an inspectlion of the
Jewigh DP Camp at Biendermickl on 4 February 1946, Attached hereto is
the ingpection form filled out at time of inspeotion. The general
condition of the Camp was unsatisfactory. The reasons for this con-
dition are as set forth below:

8 Inadequate water pressure. Due to poor pressure there is no
water supply above the ground floor and even this is inadequate.
Toilets &nd baths in individual apartments cannot be used. Inadequalc
wate: gupply for the infirmary, The entire camp lacks water cxcep?d
thoge people living on the ground floor, There are no toilet facili-
ties for tle children's school exoept outdoor, 8eep-pit latrines.

2. Outdoor, decp-pit latrines are used by all ages and sexces, They
are in vory foul condition with fceces and mud covering the toilet
peats. Apparently a great numbor of the people squatting on their
heels on the scats., No latrinc orderlies in charge. This will con-
gtitute a moat serious hcalth menace unless corrcotod.

3, Very poor drainage. About two-thirds of the arca is covercd by
decp mud. The rcst is under water, A guantity of gravel has bocn
dumped on the area bui no c¢ffort made to construet walks, It is
impossible to travel anywhcre in the arca without getting wet and
muddy foetb.

4, Kitchens were fairly clcan cxecpt that no provieion was madc for
the cleaning of individual mess gcar. Duc to the lack of watcr in the
apartmcats it is doubted that many people clean their mess gear at
all, There arc no community mecss halls, Peoplc eat all their mecalg
in their rooms.

3. DBathing facilitics arc poor. The bathtubs in the apartments
cannot bc used - no water. Thore is a shower house necaring complction,
Whor oomplete it will be inadequate for the large numbcr of pcoplc in
the camp. Thogc who bathc now go to the public baths in Linz. TFrom
the appcarance of the pcoplc not many avail themsclves of this privilog

6. All garbage and trash cans werc full and overflowing. A’L trans-
portation beclonging to the camp was cmploycd or decadlined at the timc
of my inspecetion,

;o In genoral the people appecarcd to bc apathetic and not dcsirous
of work, All memberg of the UNKRA “com werc busy but tho number of
personncl was inadequatec to copc with the numbcr of inmates. A
general rcorganisation under UNRRA coajrol anpeared to be in progrcess.
Tin whould be affcotcd from an adminigbration viewpoint in a shori
length of time.

8. There arc a number of skillcd eraftsmen in the Camp, cleetricians,
plumbcrs, shocmakors, carpcntcrs, cte. There is adequate shov spacc
and thege pcople appcar to be anxious to work, There arc little,

if any, tools and matcrials available.

b No faecilitios for cooking cxcopt boiled foods,




AT
attachment No,.2 con'd,

AECOMMENDATT ONS :
The following rccommendations arc made in ordcr of priority:

1 U A compctent cngincor to inspcet and thoroughly repair the Camp
watcr system 80 as to insurc adeguatc water supply for all apartmonts.

2. Clogc dcep-pit latrines whoro indoor toilects arc sunnlicd with
watcr, Have lat®inec orderlics on duty 2t all timcs until this is
accomplishcd,

3, Engincor to completely drain arca and construct suitablc walks.

4, Hove threc ocang of boiling water, two 802py, onc elcar available
at meal times in all kitechcns. Require all pcople to stedlizo mess
gecar before drawing food,

82 Repair of 2ll individunl cleetrio hot wotor units on bathtubs
when water supply is adequate. Completion of shower housc.

6, tgtablishment of a routine schedulc for the pick up and hauling

of trash and garbago, The cstablishment of o routinc detail for
grounds policc.

Y. The nrocurcment or the necessary tools and rrtorials for the
workshops.

8. Incroase in thc number of UNRRA pergonncl zssigned to Camp
and en incroasc of onc 2% ton truck,

2 Procurcment of nccossary kitohen cquipment to fry and broil
foods.

(Signed) R,P, Clay
Colono}, F.A,




(654 Inf,Div,) HEADGUARTERS 83rd INFANTRY — Attochment No,3.
(Di /DEF Ferm 5) DIVISION APO 83, US,ARMY

DEXIODIC SETTLEMENT LISPECTION REPORT

SETTLIVINT NUIBER: 84. LEPUTETINT NAYME: Biendermiokl
LOCATION: Ling URIT 2 UNTRA 341
MAJOR NATIONALITY: JewighSEDTLEMENT COMMANDER: Capt. MoLean,

UNRRA

i~ Population by lationalitics or _oiisical Afrilictions, Total Fopula-
tion D.Ps

r m———— - s g e . — — —

GENG.Lo CONDIPION OF SETTLEVENT SAT, UNEAT, REMARKS
a) COomp Copaocity X 2200 -~ 2400

200 beyond capacif
b) Permanent or Temporory X Poor plumbing

¢, Wintcrizecd

d) Fcpairs nccded Plumbing and
Elcotricity
e) Meiltidre inmetes recciving
mail?
£) Religion: Ar¢ scrvices held -
Donominations

SUPELY
&) Froacdure & -ccords

b) Availcobility of supplics Short cleaning &
prcserving mai's
o) Shortages Clconing % presc:
ving
ROAD APPROACHES

—

LITING CQUARTERS

a) struetural Condition

b) Spaecc

o] Heat

&) DLighting

e) Sanitatisn & Oleanlincss
£) Ventilabion

g) Beds & Bedding

KITCHENS & HMESS
f# Structural Condition

b) Zguipment Short frying &
Breiling equipment
Do nething but boil.




Aftoehment No.€ con'd, s |
SATy UNSAT, REMARVS
sanitation & Cleanlinecas X

)
) Gorbage, Sewage, Drainage - X
)] Hecat & Lighting - X
) Individual or Group Mcsa Individual
) Eond Washing Focilities - -
1) Ubensil Washing X
) Refrigeration Available

FOOD

a) Sufficicney

b) Distribution

@) Preparation Can only be boiled
@) Botion Report &'Aecounting

e) Ration storage
£)  Balancod Diot
g) Wastage

LATRINES
Adgquooy

b) Sanitation & Cleanliness
a) Sewage & Dispasal

WATER
) Suffieicney
b) Potability
¢) Water purification
Materials available
VITHTING & ABLUTIGH.J
ET Adcquacy
b) Heat (Watcr & Shower rooms)

MEDTICAT
& ' Ei'.l. irmﬂr'y‘

b) Fersonnel

o) Sunply

d) Trongportation
e} Coneral Homlth

£) Inoculations for:
Typhus
Typhoid
Faratypheid
Smallpox
Diptheria
Arc there licc presecnt None

Are there rodents present None
ODT powder available . Yes

lave pergonnel becn dusted
- when? Yes - on entry
Hiwve buildings becn dusted
- when? Yes
Petients sick or in dis-
pensary? Yes
Is sick eall held ~ whon? Yes - daily
Are records kcpt of sick eall
Where are scrious goses Logcal & Speoial Hosnijals,
evoouated? Linz and Bad Igohl
any melnuiritisn cases None




Attoohment Ne, 3 conl'd

13, SCHOGLS
o) Buildings and Fooilitics
b) Equipmont and Materials
o) Toxts :
d) Instructors
@) General Education
£) Vocotienal (list types) None in oamp ~ Studente gont to Linz

~BECHREATI ON

o) Buildings

b) Atheletios and Games

a) ILibrary Being developed
d) General '

¢) TWork shops

f) Zguipment avallable Inadequate

VOCATIONS

a) Hlcotrieiang

b) Carpenter

e¢) Cobbler . No eguipment or mat's
d) Tailor

¢) Barber

GARDENS

GROUNDS ¢ AREA
TEANSPORTAT ION
2] Vehlicles on Hand 5 Austricn truoks, 2 UNRRA sedans
b) Vehiclce maintenanocoe UNRRA Garnge Linz, Set,exocpt parts,
1 piokup scdan dcadlined,
¢) Vehiclcs employed to good
advantage = Hew? Yos Truck wood and food

IRE FIGHTING

fguipment X
) Organizetion X
) Training X
)
)

Firc Hazards

Firzc Prevention ncasures

Ingulation of Pipes, Stoves

insulated on bottom and sgidos

Firc fighting tcams

Puekets of sand and water
available? X

POI.ICE PROTECTICN

a) Organization X

b) Troining S

a) Control X

¥,

a). supply X Inadequate
b) Distributicn X

CL.OTHING Fairly eatlefactory

F
a
b
e
d
¢

Admigistration, Rocoords X
lorale
S Porgonnel: Qfficors
Enlisted lMcn

{Signed] R.P. Clay
Coloncl F.A,




Attachment No, 4

26 December 1945

STATEMENT MADE BY JUDGE SIMON H. RIFKTND AFTER VISIT TO BINDERMTCHL

The physical conditions at Bindermichl provide every eppertunity for
normal living, It is not a camp, It is a civilian commnity., As such, it
affords excellent housing standards, a degree of privacy for Zfamily life,
suitable school facilities and satisfactory accomedations for religisus
worship and communal activities.,

General MACON has a right to be highly proud of what he has acocomplished
hera,

The internal management of this cemminity is in the hands ef a democrat-
ically chosen conmittee, This committee has dene excellent werk in ergani-
zing an educational program for the young as well as the adult population,
in arranging other leisure time activities and in sustaining the morale ef
the peopulation,

The residents of Bindermichl have not yet taken full advantage of their
eppértunity to meke Bindermichl a civilian cémmunity in the full sense of
the werd, That everyone capablc of working sheuld be doing useful work is
a basic essential e¢f normal life, The committee can and should de amch to
foster and stimilate further useful emplayment on the part of the residents,

These of the residents who are aotively engaged in specific work, whether
it be as barbers, carpeniers, mechanics er nurses, are net only helping

their community but are meking themselves more useful for their future life
in Palestine or some other permanent home.

To me it was a source ef great satisfaction to see 2500 survivers of
Nazi brutality in the concentratien camps, who have not only recovered
their health but their spirit and their hepe; who are today living as
free men, determined to start life anew,




U.N.R.R. A, Attachment No, 5
MUNICHHOLZ S&TTLEMENT 206
STEYR, AUSTRIA
7 February 1946

REFORT ON CAIP MUNICHHOLZ - STEYR

CONDITIONS IN CAMP 200:

A, administretion

UNRRA Team 342 has assumed the whole respongibility for this settleronf
ginoe 22 Deceubar 1945 (previgualy, i.¢., from Octoher 27 to Deoeuler
22, it was under the authority of a U, S, Aruy CoiyCapmndess),

The UNRRA Team ccnsists of nine persons,

Be. Housing

(1) The camp consists-of 23 houses, part of a large warkers oity,
plus 2 houses _for the team and the following:
One building for offices & Health Diwvision
One building for DP Club & DP Theatre
Part of an empty-civilian school with three
classroons, one kindercarten, one
carpenters-work shop
Central Kitchen

(2) Spaoce: Population of the carp 250 persuns, In each of the 23
houses-are 4 or 5 rooms plus 1 bathroom plus 1 kitchen with electrio
stove, Each of the living and sleeping rooms contain-an.aweruge

nurber of 2 or 3 persons (54 Sq. Ft,per person) without courcing
pathroon and kitchen,

(3) Fuel; The normal ration of 4 lbs, of wood per doy per person is
absolutely insufficient but thanks to the cooperation of the Army Unit
here, 33lst Infantry, and to the determination of the Bupply Officer,
we have so far becn able to obtain a fairly satisfactory result, It™-
would be more satisfactory if the DIs were less reluctint to take part
in wood-hauling and wood-sawing tasks,

(4) Sanitation: Owing to the sinll nuber of D’s ané the fact thnt
the houses are recently built and adequately planicd, we should even-
tually be able to obtain a remarkable result in spite of the lack of
education and thc very low mentality of most of the population, The
mjority do not appreciate the anadort of their quorters nor mke full
use of their possibilities,

» Diet

Quantity; Normel sources Austrian Govermment trroush U, S. Army,
Daily: normal 1750 calories; workers 2000 calories, nlus two American Red
OCross parcels monthly equals daily about 500 calordies 1lus supplies from
American Joint Distribution Committee at irregular inte:vals.,

Variety: In norual sources: unsatisfactory., Americin Red Jross &
ADJO; Satisfactory. Quaiity, good.

D, Bedding

Each person has a scparate wooden bed or Ariy cot, onc straw mattress
and 3 Army blankets (1 stove in every room).

-l-




E. Clothing & Shoes

-

Our DFs are worly clothed and can obtain padded jackets left over from
Geraon uniforms, They should not, however, wear these in the town, and are
liable to trouble with the police if they do so, These are the last remaining
itens which distinguish them from the ordinary eivilians, We have not succeeded
in obtaining proper eivilian suits or overcoats,

Iassuec made last November on one pair of shoes or boots to all adults,
Nothing was availuble for children, As this emergency necd was urgent, we had
issued me pair of women's shoes to each mother to exchange for children's
ghoes in the towm,

F. Mcdical Services

One UNRRA deoctor and one UNRRA nurse, One dispensary with 2 patients'
rooms, Facilities, however, are inadequate for proper treatment, Patients,
therefore, requiring tuv enter hospital are sent to the Steyr Civilian Hospitals
(two)miles from here) or more complicated cases to Linz DP Hospital (30 miles
away). '

Gs PFacilities for Locating Families

(1) Considerably hampered: (a) by people's tendency to register under false
names; (b) by the inadequacy of the methods of tracing at present amployed and
by their slowness, e.g,, the radio servioce in operation to loocate missing rela-
tives does not appear to be uniform throughout the varicus zones in Germany as
well as austria, Nor do camps appear to be notified of this radio system, i.e.,
further delay in Red Oross messages, ete,

t

H. Employment Opportunities:

Out of 250 DPs in the camp, 55 are employed as permanent workers in the
ocap, office, kitchen, police, teachers, etec, But 'bhj aane amount of work
could be done by a considerably smnller muiber. (We do fho‘c possess adequate
weans of recompense in kind to have a systematic soale of payment for oodn-
sional or regular work beyond additional ealories and additional cigarettes,
These do not seem an adequate inducement to work, ) o

One hairdresser works for the Army unit in the town, Only one works for
civilisn employer, All cthers have refused to work for Austrians,

I. Opportunities for Voeationr~l Education:

e Auto-mechanics and driving is the course chiefly in demand, and nego=-
tiations have been on hand for over 2 months to obtain a course of instruction,
mtters being delayed by the intervention of I&E who expected to provide a
courge which did not materialize, We have resumed negotiations and expect
te coplete srranzementa with local Austrian oivilian authorities for auto-
wechanies course in the next few days, Permission hed not been obtained from
the aruy for driving instruction from en Austrian, We are meking energetic
representations to the Militory Authorities that such restrictions make the
task of constructive rehabilitation iwpossible, '

bs Carpentry Class:

Nowminal funotioning for boys 15-21, attendance poor owing to lack of
enthusiasi although many articles could be made which would increase the
cowfort of living quarters and olub,
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¢, Two dressmnking courses in process. One for systematic instruction
occupies approximately 23 wouen., The second for clothes alteration and
repairs - both are successful.

J. Recreational, Educational & Relipious Facilities

(1) Recreation: DP club and theater established, A few roviews and
plays acted., Extra games room inforrmtion, Repeated efforts to launch
club activities smong adolescents with musical and educational value have
vroved unsuccessful owing to general apathy and lack of eapable leadership
among;, DPs.

(2) Bducational: Kindergarten for 7 children equipped and installed,

School consists of 3 groups of children age 6-8, 9-12, 13-15, English
classes for adults suspended for similar reasons as olub activities.

(3) Religious Activity: Synagogue with daily services in a room in
one of the houses in the caup,

K., Personal Freedon

Facilitated by the type of dwellings in the settlement and encouraged
to fullest possible extent. "DP Police Forece" initiated by Army reduced
to 4 nermbers responsible in the morning for sanitary conditions of the
street, parbage disposal, carrying messages, etec. DPs are allowed to
circulate freely in the towm but should obtain permit for wider travel,

L. Occupants! Porticipation in Carp Management

Coundttee eleoted whose function is (a) to interpret wishes of
cosnrity and act as liaison between residents and UNRRA. (b) To delegate
and supervise work required for general needs of settlenent, We would like
to sec nore self-uanagement in the settlement; so far response is extremcly
discouraging, The majority are too unwilling to work or too incorpetent in
organizing work to allow any system to operate smoothly. Every activity
started has to be replanned and set in motion afresh almost daily, The
regidents in the main show no public spirit and no desire to make a con-
structive contribution towards the life of their own settlement. They are
far wore interested in political discussions than in any practical work,

M. ZRHelations Between Inhabitants & Surrounding Population

Not good on the whole, A few unpleasant incidents of fight for preoce-
dence in busses, ete., have occurred, Relations seem cordial only when
wembers of the settlement wish to engage in some private transaction for
their own benefit,

N, Plenned Improvements

We hope in the near future to have the required kitchen utensils for
individual cocking, but first the inhabitants :mst show themselves able
and willing to paintain satisfactory hygenic conditions in the houses,
The last step towards a normal life would be for the DPs to obtain civi~
lian ration cards and the rwney for rationed items, This would enable
thew to eliminate dependence on the Army for mnterial supplies,

J. V. Bernimoulin, Direotor
UNRRA Tean 342 -~ Carp Munichholz
STEYR
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A. V. BRAMROL

MURDORY CAMP . Chief Welfore Officer

29 December 1946

CAPACITY: 600 NATIONALITY: Jewish POPULATION: 900

P e N There was constont rainage in the
camp of 15 to 20 persons per week
who leave more or less surreptitiously
for Italy,

This Camp has been the centre of considerable controversy because of the fact
that the population consider it only a very temporary residence and will do
very little towands its upkeep or for their own maintenance, The British Army
hag felt it neccssary to mnintain a security guard here, Proactically tha
entire population of this crmp is made up of adults, although there we a
large number of married couples, There are a great many marriapges, for in-~
stance on an average of 3 to 5 a week, The brides nre usually very young (16
or 17 years old), We were told that they arc afraid to be alone anl mnrry
earlicr than necessary, In this as in other camps, no guarters are available
for newly weds,

HOUSING: Billets are comfortable and adequate here, As elscwhere, married
and single persons occupy the same room, Welfare worker said ho wns unable
to get separate quarters for a family of 6 children although there are only
18 children in the camp,

FE.FDBJ;. Fool in this camp was not Kosher and about 60 persons refused to

o —r e ———

cot meat or fat prepared in kitchens,

COLOTHING: Clothinz conditions here were above average due to the fact thas
the J.D.C. within the past 3 weeks had put in the following items;

Worm Hizh BootSseesscecesseo3B5

Fooe Towel8esssssescssssseseldO

Fur JacketS8eveseseassccesaes 49

Woolen SCOIVeBeseessssssesesell

Woclen Stounch Protectors...497

BRaBEeE8, v ousvs o inasnbonsn s dod

REOREATION: There is a large recreation hall and a concert hall, There is
a group of 4O entertainers called "The Black Sca Group! organised here, They
are reputed to put on shows of a professional category. The temm lLiope to be
able to make arrangements for them to perform to other camps wnd get publioc
performances,

TRACING SERVICE:; The Welfare worker attempiis to hondle this by writing
directly to agencies he knows in other countries,

GENERAL TMPRESSIONS: The coamp is better housed, fed and clothed than others
m “Judenbery;, Considersble feeling on the part. of the team about the attituds
the Jewish residents, Sawe of this may be reflected in the strained team
relationshi{_- which secms %o exist, This camp requires careful and tactful

attention,




7 February 1946
To: r. Andreassen
From: Helen R, Jeter
Subject: Information about Jewish D.P.s
The following inforuntion has been reccived in response to a Washington

requust (cable 9GR6 to London repeated Viemna 12) for special informmtion
about Jewish Displ wed Persons:

AMERICAN ZONE

1, Nurber of Jews in D.P, Caups in which U,N,R,R,A, participates:
The total nuwiber of Joews in the 1l camps in which U.N,R.R.A.
participates if 4800, They are housed in 7 of the 11 coups.
Tour caups are entirely Jewish.

It is estimated that 54 per cent of the Jewish disploced per-

sons are Polish, 6 per cent Rumanian, 5 per cent Czech, 3 por
cent Hungarian, 32 per cent Stateless.

2. The figures for the seven camps for lst January follow:
TOTAL
New Palestine 439
Bad QGastein 1250
Raushoffen 608
Raushoffen 609
Bindermichl

Fbensee

Steyr




3¢, The nurbers in forily groups and thé nusber of single persons
repuorted at the end of Janwary are as follows:

IN FAMILY GROUES SINGLE PERSONS

Bad Gastein 1009 2L
New Palestine 62
Raushoffen 608 217 87
Bindermichl 2105 50
Steyr 189 59
3a, The information on age groups is incomplete but is given for two caups:
BINDERMICHL STEYR

By age
Under 1 16

1-5 56
1, & over 2102

3b, The distribution by sex is not given,

4y, 5, 6, Inforuation on D.P.S outside caips, nwher moving between Zones
ond average daily calorie ration is not reported,

FRENCH ZONE

There are no Jews in any of the four U.N.R.R.A. camps in the French Zone,

BRITISH ZONE

A coplete report from the British NMilitary is expected on February 12,
I cannot make snything out of the available U.N.R.R.A, figures.
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NAME 3 Florence Ne Col
TITLE: Asst. Welfare
ARRIVAL ERQO = 10/*/;5
\RRIVAL GRANDVILLE - M?/“/4q
ARRIVAL AUSTRIA - 13/9/45 British Zone
SSIGNMENT s
Welfare Officer on a spearhead team of five members, including
Director, Nurse, Supply Officer and Driver. (Director =Polish; Nurse,
Dutech; Supply- Australian, Welfare, American; Driver-American GI).
There were twelve spearhead teams in the convoy, and the trip across
France and Germany, thenc: over the Alps to Southern Austris consumed
13 days. e Were the envy of the entire Training School, since the
British Zone in Austrias had the reputation of being the bert orgenized,
best supervised, of any of the fields of o,z_‘tions. On the afternocon
of the l4th, The Director of the Zone, the Welfare Supervisor, and several
other Headquarter's Staff drove the 25 miles from Klagenfurt to Villah
where we were billeta#ed.
According to British custom, the forty assembled were served tea
and biscuits, snd the meeting gotl under way.. Y¥ajor Chapman, the Director,
briefly welcomed us to the field and apologized for the mistake of the
previous evening, - (when the 12 convoy of trucks reported to Klagenfurt,
only to be told to return to Villah - another fifty miles imxxkkx of travel
after having been on the road for 12 hours). He then told us that it
was imperative that we report to the field the following day, read the
numbers of the teama and the cenp to which they were assigned. liany of
the Duteh personnel had never recelved their full clothing - no coats
for some and ice was on the ground in some places..All teams going Nerth
Eget and North West would not have tine t© go to the clothing store in
Klagenfurt, but those going South etc. could purchase theirs the folbowing
dayes.lthat being settled, and in further haste he said that imz Headguarters
had considered at one time flying us from France, The British Army was
ready to turn the show over to us at the end of the month. The Army was
to remain a month, "and if at the end of that time the Commanding VYfficer
thought we were capable of handling the job, we would assume the respon-
sibility. If we did not measure up to the Army s e: rpectation we would
straight away be fired and no reassignment made" We were to study the
Army's set up, observe fheir mctnoas, but not s.ume any responsibllity.
In this spirit we were sent out into the field - a threat which none of
us liked and to which three of the Welfare Ufficers axzapkimm tcok excep-~
tion - assked for an interview with the Director.- and finally agreed to
zo to the field.
DATE OF ARRIVAL AT ASSIGNMENT: 14/7/45 - St.Veit -
Arriving in Klagenfurt around 11 am. we reported to Leadquarters
where we were told that the CO would be walting for us at 2:30 p.mes S0,
we spent the morning there and reported to St.Veit, 12 miles from Klagen=-
furt, at the aprointed hour. The CO was not there but two Welfare
Offjcers, British Red Cross(woman) and Friends(man) took over the situatione.
The Friend seemed to know something sbout the billeting and went away with
the Director and Supply O0fficer. The CO appeared shortly afterwards and
took the Welfare Officer,Nurse and Driver on a tour of the Camp. He said
that he had not ex Duoted us until he had the csll from Klagenfurt this
morning and he had succeeded in locating two small flatse But after seeling
them found that they had no furniture in them, end 1t would be some time
before any would srrive, Welfare sugcested that we might comhute from
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Klagenfurt for several weeks until arrangements might be made. When the
Director return f om the trip, the U0 mentioned this as a possibility..
vall was maue into Klagenfurt and we were told to return. Arriving in
Klagenfurt, to the utter mmazement of the travel sectlon, we were Told
to return to Villah, 25 miles away until further notice. e spent two

nights and a day there, and were then given travd orders to Lienz,-
vamp Peggez, along with another spearhead team. 5634
‘. '(J



CAMP: Peggez = Lienz, Austria

Camp Peggez is located a quarter mile from the main highway
between Spittal and Lienz snd clearly v ble from the highway., The
setting 1s magnificent, with the lovely 1flls and the snow capped peaks
of the Alps at your door..at the rear of tnﬁ camp is a lovely river
which is some dHO miles long, winding its way from the Italian peaks to
the City of Klagenfurte ihe Camp is only ﬁoout 8 mwl >8 from the Italian
border, where dD“b of the wood supply for the winter is cute There are
o4 Barracks, the ideal capacity averaging around 115 persons. They are
‘jooden in structure, lCDth* very much like our quickly constructed camp
Barrackse ihese were the barracks formerly usad by tlc Austrian Soldiers.
there is a large Brick Warehouse and group of maller brick buildings used
for storage, several hundred yaerds from the intediate camp enclosure,
The Uamp has a wooden fence around it, and large double gates at the entrance
for vehibles., ihere is no varbwire, and DPs may come ﬂnu go as they please,

Ihere are guards at the gate who direet the newcomer or the v*51t re The
buildings are well spaced, and in some, or the majority of barracks families
are seperated by partitions.

Réporting to the ugmp on arrival we were told that bille ting would
be found in the rost Hotel in the elty of Llenz, a twenty minute walk from
the uvamp, There we found one of the other teams quartcered. The Hotel
had been bombed andi we were in one wing which remained intact. There was
10 heat, hot w&ter, but :e had lﬁrnts, comfortable beds, clean linen. e
set up mess in a private room of the hotel, a former little Chapel. and
there the eleven of us fea bad on British rationse The Camp CO provided us
with a Rusdlan DP as cook, who used the facllities of the hotel in preparing
eur rcod the hetel furr g linen for the dining rooms Lienz is a summer
1=«ort d must have been a lovly village.. Mych damage had been done
tl ¥y B we were not welcomed by any means. A talk with the

: 1 - the town was bombed after vz ‘a; when the
render there was a very large Austrian I ital and
38 were U i1 by ot - 8 cases.s They had pr ded some
nent in our eam 1~"u thru the sc:ounﬂing odsof the
A Scotcb w-i‘. ' 3 Db i in the town. ere some
fiesrs iz A Llransient O0fficers liotel; a a5u7e on the
where the 1,@u1 ers were bille There was no coeperation
ween the vam P GU,
JLALICU : 43333
kales 2036 2200 Slovene
Fem 1517 1800 Rugsians
6=14 423 200 vroats
Under six 387 40 Serbs
All the Hussians claimed to be Serbs..
among Lhe fussins ars 70 suddist from pelgrade. The Russlans with this
D are Gree{Orthodox as well as the 40 Serbs. The Rusgsians have 15
Friests and a lovely indoor temple of worship in one of the B-rracks. There
are l_ slovenePreist. Until their house of worship in one of the Bar racks
is 1plete they hmve an outdoor altar, where eny time during the day a
VOPQJL““”* may be seen at the altar in prayers. ‘lhe Slovene's are in mourn-
ing for the next six nths because of the death of 10,000 of their husbsands
rothers having ﬂeri-*=’ at the hasnds of the r*rtisans. The Xnglish troops
hereded them into lorrit telling them that they were being shioped %o
Italy, but instead back to Yugoslavia where th"PBliSlod,nﬂdﬁﬂddhﬂﬂddddﬁddﬂd
xErkizandx a few escaping to tell the tale, and some fourteen bukpied in
*he little camp cemetery who committed suwc1ae rather than return. The
ssians are either migrants to Serbils after the first wanr or refugees of
th: war. OCamp is dominated by the Russians, having preceded the Slovenes
by e month or six weeks. “he Slovene migration took place several days
before VE Day - and with two hours notice that the Partisans were on their
trall, 6000 crossed the l;s and settled 1In Klagenfurt, Tater th; Nere
¢'QIersea to several camps since none were large enough to take care of th
entire groupe
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\FF$ (I quote from the record kept) "As to the selection, it is hard
believe that any thought whatsoever wss given to the teamingeeel
realize more and more each day thdat the team as selec¥ed could not take
over from any army or function together as a unit.. each morning I would
get into the truck enthusiastic and determine to make it a go, only to
find my enthusiasm eompletely wilted by noon." "kven before getting to
Karlsrhhe, I knew that we were not properly teamed - a Polish Director
who did not speak English, very little German, but fluent French and
Russlan,.a Dutch Nurse who did not understand or speak any English, only
Dutch, and Australian Sumply Officer who spoke German quite fluently;
the American Driver who spoke German snd some PFrenche" Since we had heard
that all teams were screened in Karlsruhe, the logcal place enroute, we
were satisified., but on arriving in Karlsruhe Personnel hed been instructed
to "keep hands off" of all teams headed for Austria. To make a long story
hort, no opportunity was given to the menmbers of the teams to talk things
over with their supervisors?,The writer talked the matter over with Welfare
Supervisor, she saw the problem, but nothing was donee The above quctations
above were taken from the record dated September S5th. On September the
18th the record reads: "Ag fo: my director I camnot see any improvement
in his approach or gbility to direct or draw the group into & team. We have
hed no team meetings of any kind, no discussions as to our work, and while
he has forwesrded two reports into Headguarters, He and the Supply O0fficer
made up the reporte September 28th - "Tfhe Director threatened him(driver)
His handling of this case was one of the worse cases pf poor managing I
have ever wlitnesseS.....N0O one could ever e pect me to work with a man
who uses these methods against another member of the team « I lack complete-
ly any feeling of sscurlty with the Director, He 1s incapable, juding from
his outl- ok and working or observations made in the camp.” Octcber 7th-
“The Duteh Nurse is a:king to resign and Mac( the supply officer) on yes=-
terday broke down and =aid thst he no longer intended to be interpretsr,
secretary and lackey to the Director..he does not approve of the Director's
political views and prejudices in an organization like UNHRA".
The above gives you some idea of the poor teaming that was done.
All or some of it could have been avoided by proper screening along the
way, a reshuffling of team memberss We were merely names in a hat with
so many nationalities. The American driver was fired, and wreplaced by
one of the DPs.
RELATIONSHIFP WITH MILITARY: A British Major was the Camp Commandant, assls-
ted by a Captain and thirteen enlisted men, two Friends(men) as welfare
Officers. The British Red Cross had left that weeks The Superintendeat of
the Camp was a fine Russian , 62 yeears of age, who knew his business and
kept at 1t. Exmsmxmasxax@8yxmm. The first team had arrived &én Lienz on
Tuesday, our temm on Thursday. The first team imformed us that the CO
would have a conference with us on Saturday mornling, -we are to shadow the
big boys arourd and see how a good DP camp is run. We are to be here only
oné month. "On inouiring from the Major what his plans were for Tuesday
and thereafter, he stated that we were to follow our particular person
( say Welfare with Welfare) around like a little dog amd just observe,.we
are not to give suggestions or to initiate or to take part, just observe.
This is the model camp in the British Zone".Ws were a fifth wheel, we were
not wanted. The Major informed me that he had signed up for eanother year
and expected to remain at the camp. We were not welcore in the officer's
lounge; no cooperationg was given us in the matter of ocur finances ;
we did not receive any mail the whole time 1 was thers; we assked if mail
was delivered at any other point than at the camp and we were informed "No",
Tnen we located sore mall for the team members at the Military Baepacks,
thru which 211 mail is routed; our rations every week ran out, and our
supply man had difficulty in getting the proper alottment. In addition to
the Army not liking UVERA, the Army did not like its "old British O0fficers"
so we had New Army vs 0ld Army vs UNRRA and in Lienz vs Town Major and MGe




il
lG and Town Major were very cordial, but not having the actual respon -
gibllity of theeamp few demands were made upon their i
SUPPLIES:
The cartoon appearing in the weekly paper showed UNKRA erriving
and the DPS with huge bowls in their outstretched hands..Whether it wus
a coincidence or not, the day after we made the inspection of the camp,
the DFs said that thelr rations were poorer, and the blame Well on U LEA..
e did not know this for several weeks, and even then we could not lknow
having had no Urevicus imowledge of thelr rations before arrivinge The
camp was recelving only 1300 calories a day, which was supplemented daily
by the DPs themselves..They had money and could buy some things locally
from the Tarmers, and eadh morning the grounds outside the enclosure and
to the rear of the camp were thronged with the women who prepared stews
over open fires. FFilres were not pemitted inside the grourds for obvious
reasons..There were two kitchens, one run b y the Aﬁ“-iiﬁs and the other
*gﬁ slovenes. .All bread was baked at the cemp, and rationed, Cheese
vailable about once a week. All dps ate in their own rooms...The
Kindergarden were given hot chocolate, crackers with jam
ach morning. Foods from Ked Cross packsges were distributed to those
,ocuor certificates. Clothes were very scarce and nearly half of the
were without shoes and there were not encugh blankets for each
Fumors were so oft repeated that the blankets
ting tramsportation... Women's clothing was espe

: L Advisoby vommitte We OmpOSE d of the
Barrack ueqhur, ard one leader f:rom eacl gfﬂonalle

uitn t;u »elquc VI ficers once 2 Thi
clothing needed.-

ent bs
€ o this !

s X ~ecel ved who were the most needy..more m were needed
for cutting wo the Bgrraclt leaders saw to it that th 28sary men
were resdy the mext morning to go to the fo:ests.. .The aders assigned
the new mers their beds. : € P gistretion we andled by the
JPs,fuh e occasion when 500 ) transfcr y another camp

t and his group of the n.ol* procedure, .., At
thL mes g suggestions, dissat? were approached in a business
like way and while solutions mes not forthcoming, both were
conscious of the problem which he .

Ano ther committee on the camp was composed of s Slovene Judge
Serb School Master, snd an Emligrent..These three with the Camp CO sol
some of tle knottier problems - for example a DP who got in trounle w -L
one of the loecal Austrians.. If there had been any problem of so call
morals, I am sure that Tlds group would have taken this responsibllity..
but with 25 priests #n the Camp, morriage was tbe solution.

There sre 7 Hungarians who form the ss ary squad with an under
of ficer apvointed by the English Authorities.. 'He ir job is to delouse,
check on bedbugs, report any illness in barracks..+ihey are also responsible
for the burying of the garbag All DPs bring their garbage o a central
dump and the sanitary Squad Laley it b y truek and disposes of 1¢€.

The doctors are responsible for the inspection of kitCYbib, sanitary
conditions in the barrackse. Tiere are latrines and lavatories in sach
Barrack, with a public Bathsin one of the Barracks.

There are nine doctors, and 13 registered nurse The Dentist
was & young German, practicing in Yugo SleViﬂ, who flec Austria to escape
Tito. He had with him all of his wonderful tools fhere 1s a maternity
ward, and one entire Barracks for the Hospital. The is sick call eaeh
morning. The school clinie, under the direction of Dr. Mershal, s John
Hopkin's man, examines all children each fortnight..as well as mll children
in the secondary school.
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