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UNRRA - HEALTH DIVISION 

FIELD WORK Il{ DENTAL HEALTH SERVICE 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES GOVERNING FIELD OPERATIONS 

Plans for providing dental health service and supplies for UNRRA field 
operations must of necessity be flexible and subject to revision . As 
now conceived, dental activities will be divided in five major sub­
djvisions . 

1 . Assistance in provision of dental supplies and equipment to 
eligible paying and non-paying countries . 

. . ... . 

2. Provision of dental services to displaced persons in Assembly 
Centers , camps ; etc . 

3. 1oan of personnel . 

4. Assisting on request in develop~ent of national dental health 
services . 

5. Epidemiol0gical ~tudy . 

1. Provision of supplies and equipment 
It is anticipated that dental services can be reestablished in 

some of the countries by providing certain i-Lems of supply and. equip­
ment until such tine as l:ocal maP..ufacture and dlstributioli of these 
items can be resur.:ed . In many instances this will permit dental· health 
services to be re~stablished at an early date . ~ 

Estimation of the needs in this resp1cct will be obtained by•the 
Den al Consultant through conferences with the Tl'8dical Director · of the 
Country Missions , country heal th authorities o.nd reprcscntativc,s of the 
dental profession in the various countries . The mechanism for t 1,e dis­
tributicn of medical supplies will be used for the dj,s-trj_bt~_:tion of 
dent~l supplies . 

In the organization of the dental supr:ily ta.blc for UNRRA heal.th 
service , every effort ·1:as · been made to include only ite111s eesential to 
a rational , conservative pros-am. Op0rative equipment is of the in­
expensive portabl e type . · Dental laboratory equipment and materials 
have been restricted to those permitting tho construction of vulcanite 
dentures only. 

2. Provision of Dental Service to Displaced..E_ersons 
It is planned to provid•" a mJnimum of css:mtial dental treatment 

for displaced persons in the refugee camps , in assembly copters and 
jn hospitals conducted by UNRRA . 
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This service should consist of : 

1 . Treatment of diseases of the mouth . 

2. , Extrac~ion of teeth . 

• 

3. Plastic fillings for tho ·conservation of teeth . 

4. Replacement of teeth with dentures in selected cases . 

In some a_reas it may bo possible to provide only items No . 1 and 2, 
In other places , items No . 1, 2, and 3 or the complete program recom­
mended can be provided . 

Owing to living conditions in war-torn countries, it is anticipated 
there 11ill boa high pr ::valenco of mouth diseases such as·Vinconts 
infection, scurvy, and stomatitis duo to avitaminosis . Th~se diseases 
will probably require intensive local troatm.:mt as well as a coopera­
tive preventive program with medical &nd nutritional services . 

A rational program for the conservation of savable decayed teeth 
can be developed by the use of plastic filling materials of silver 
amalgam and cements . No provision is being made to supply a luxury 
typo of dentistry such as inlays , crowns and bridges requiring precious 

' metals and an extensive amount of operating time . 

It is presumed that a majority of the displaced pGrsons from 
occupied countries.have not had access to dental services for a 
period of years . This combined with a sub- normal nutritional and 
hygenic status would indicc.to tho necessity of tho wholesale ex­
traction of teeth in many of the older nee groups . To moot such a 
condition, UNRRA will sc:t, up rt don tal lr.bora tcry unit for the 
construction of dentur.cs . Wherever distance o.nd transportation 
facilities permit, a central laboratory TTill be established to 
supply units of from five to ten car.ips and hospitals . 

3. Personnel 
For tho present, it is recommended that tho adr.iinistra.tivo 

personnel for the dental service of the Health Division consist of: 

1. A consultant spocio.liGt in Dentistry 

2. A Dental Officer for each country mission 

The ConGul tant Specie.list vrill servo . under the gone;r&l direction 
of tho Director of tho Health Division and tentatively under tho 
ir:unediatc supervision of the Mod:i.cc..l Director of the European Division . 
Tho duties of the Consultant Specialist in Dentistry arc as follows : 

• 
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1. To advise with Chief Medical Off icers of tho Country Missions 
regarding the status of dental health in these countries, 

2 . To assist Chief ffod~cal Officers in coordinating dental 
health activities with natiornll govE-rnmcnt agencies. 

3 . To assist Country ~'.issions in dotormination of the need for 
dent:;:.l supplies to be provided nr.tionaJ. govorn:.10nt_s--by .t.NRRA. 

4. To advise Chief Me:dical Officers ahd Carip ~cdical Officers 
ro17,arding the operation of dental clinics in the hospitals 
and camps . 

5. Through tho country missions to assist national gover.nmonts 
in tho esto.blishmont of public dental health services . 

It is o.nticip,::.tod that o.n administrative dental Public Eonlth 
Officer v1ill bo needed in ---o.ch country nission nherc IBJRRA is 
activoly · assisting in tlw dovc,lopment of o.n extensive heel th program . 

~ . . 

It will be tho duty of this donto..l her.l th officer to advise the 
Chief J\fodice.l Officer rogardin.;- all matters of dont'!l honlth service 
and supply and to sup,:.,rviso the donkl clinico.l services in the camps 
and hos pi to.ls . Ho will also on r0qucst, r.ss:i.st no.tional governments 
in esto.blishin3 dent2l hcelth services . 

Dento.l clinicians for providing dental treatment in co.mps , assembly 
con tors and hos pi tnls vJill of nccossi ty be obtained lc:r~oly from local 
sources . It will be necessary for tbo Country Dcnto.l Officers to 
rccrui t o.nd po.ss judgement upon tho qualj ficn tion of ti1is typo of 
dental personnel . 

4, Assistgnco , on request , in develoomcnt of nc.tion~l dental hcc.lth 
services . 
It is anticipated that the h~alth authorities of some of the 

occupied allied countri---s will request tho .::ssisk.ncc of UNRRJi. in tho 
orgo.nizo.tion nnd dovuloprnent of n d(:mt:il public heal th program for the 
prevention and control of dc.mto.l disc::;.ses . At this onrly d'.:!.to only 
principles broad enough to b.J c.ppljc:-.blc to all dontc.l conditions 
cnn be sug~astod hero . It ~ill be nocess~ry to sot up o. scocific 
progr"'.m for cech coU!1try F.:.s informction reg,-,rdins donto.1 dj soasc, 
funds , fr,cilities, professional pcrsonnl..,l, population distribution 
nnd t'>ther variable fr.ctors cnn be c.cquj rod . This inforrr:o. tion co.n 
be obtc.inod by tho d :nto.1 consulto.nt c.nd tho dcnt"l officers in the 
country missions 1rith th,; o.ssisto.nce of tho n".tion::l health G. cncios, 
tho UNRRA Her.1th Division staff of tr·c country missions nnd tho 
dental professions of thoae countries . Broc.dly spcn dng , public 
dento.l he£1.l th pror.ro."ls for those countries should be be.sod up0n the 
ec.rly nnd poriodic:o.l tI"(."1t:ncnt of dGnto.l caries o.nd tho provention 
of pcrident~l nnd other preventable mouth disoasos . In general , 
this presupposes a. tv10 point progrc.m consisting of o. h o.lth educa­
tion nnd dontnl caries control progrum for tho younger ~gc groups . 

-. 
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Mothods on tho conduct of such a program v1ill vo.ry in oe.ch country . 
It may be o.ssumod tho. t tho heal th policies of tho countries will o.lso 
vary concerning the degree of r,ovornmonto.l participation in tho 
establishment of clinical- sorv1.cos • . This will effect tho approa.ch 
to tho problem c.s well as tho typo of program to be rcc omJj10ndod for 
each country . 

5. Ep-idemiolosdc'J.l Study 
In order to obtain a moro adequ'.lto ostir.w.to of tho dental needs 

of the vnrious countries , it ma.y bo noccsso.ry to n::.:ce c .. sc.r:1pling 
survey of dental heal th conditions in cortnin c.ro.~s . · Tho extent and 
need for such surveys will depend upon the result of inf6rmation 
acquired by tho Dontnl Consultr.nt and Chjef Medicc.1 Officers from 
n'ltiono.l govGrm1cntc.l heal th nuthoritiGs o.nd UNRRA modicc.l pcrsonnol 
opcrntinp in tho vnrious countries nnd upon the availability of 
dental porsonnoJ. to ccnduot such surveys . 

It is roconmendcd thnt a dont~l public health officer bo assigned 
to nutri tionc.l field uni ts to dctormino tho effects of nutri tion.<:1.l 
deficiencies on the tooth nnd their investing structure . 

6 Decer;ber 1944 Frank C. Cady 
Dental Consultant 
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