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Ref~ 41-03,1133/47 

I 
BRJTISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 

4th April, 1947. 

Thank you for your letter of April 1st on the 

subject of responsibility for displaced persons in 

Austria. I did not appreciate that there was any risk 

of breakdown in the flow of supplies to displaced 

persons' camps in Austria or that it was incwnbent on 

us to make proposals. I have, therefore, asked London 

for their comments and I will let you kno" their reply 

in due course. 

Col. A.G. Katzin, 
Deputy Director General & 
Chief Executive Offica:; 

UNRRA, 
l.344 Connecticut A venue, N. 11. , 

iASHI GTON 25, D.C. 
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Ref: 4J.0J/196/47 

• 
BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 

22nd March, 1947. 

/J 

/ 
Co JC 

I ref er to your J.~ of J:anuary 27th_ to Mr. Makins 
~ the responsibility for providing supplies to displaced 
peI:SOM in Austria, .which I COillI!IWlicated to the Departments' 
concerned in London. 

I have now received further information in the light 
of which I think there may have been some misunderstanding of 
Mr. Ma.kins' letter of January 7th. The latter was intended to 
make clear that nzy- Government did not regard itself as 1lllder 
any financial responsibility for the care and maintenance of 
displaced persons in the British Zone, and that this respon­
sibility rested on the Austrian Government. 

There is, however, no intention of dissociating the 
British authorities in Austria from all responsibility in 
connexion with displaced persons. I am requested to assure 
you that the British authorities will maintain the supervision 
of all operations in respect of displaced persons, and exercise 
the responsibility of negotiating with the Austrian Government 
for the provision by them, either by requisition or import, of 
all supplies. 

General Lowell W. Rooks, 
Director General, 

United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, 
1344 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., 

WASHINGTON 5, D.C. 

,,,,/ . 
' . .( 
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UN R.R A 

UMBER: 

FRO • . 
REP TEO: 

DAT ,Di 

RECEIVED: 

• 
INCOMING 

OIVISIA:,F ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
--..AUNICATIONS BRANCH 

CABLE SECTION 

CABLE GR ·AM 

1 5 8 

London to Washin ton 

Cairo 5 

7/1/47 

7/lj47 - 2:03 p. • 

1. R ur 18039 aid our 1593 Cairo repeated Wahington Savin,s 
738. 

2. Cairo have rE:pl1 d as follo a 0 1. Group of 43 r1tish 
~a tion- ls r p tr··. ted t S mo ve been reg rded as n UNIDtA 
responeibi_i ty at all ti es nd no l arg ha bean de to r- ·o 
. r rep l'iation cost9. 2. Th~ w .e evacuat u1·u the oJhor 
3-t· ek eubjeots arid alt ough ho d ng Bri tiah p port the 
f milie concern re 11 of Greak origin and their 
home a ·a 1 Ore ce. 3. The 00 during his vi it to 
tbe:t.., e rly reps ri t1on by m nd hi e f inter ned 11 
UNRRA At en and Greek Oover·m ing that his group be 
coopted for l'ep .r ti n by Go en t. " 

3. 
A 

0714 9 
071616 

believe ohar-ges hould b born by 

NOTICE: Information copy only. Action to be taken on Action Copy in hands of persons indicated by(•) «1sterislc. 
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4167/659/46 /1 

t;j ;(,"--J~ ,L 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASlDNGTON 8, D. C. 

D cember 11, 1946. 

With reference to your letter of September 
27th concerning the continuance of the dmini­
stration's displaced persons operations, I am 
instructed by His ajesty's Government to inform 
you that they would be glad if UNRRA would con­
tinue its displaced persons operations in the 
British Zone of Germany in 1947. His Majesty's 
Government agree that the present arrangements 
for the provision of basic supplies, accommoda­
tion, transportation and other services in the 
British Zone of Germany should be continued as 
long as UNRRA are discharging their present 
responsibilities in respect of the displaced 
persons there. This means that they would con­
tinue to operate on the basis of the existing 
agreement with the Commander-in-Chief with any 
modifications which may be negotiated by sub­
sequent agreement. 

As far as Italy is concerned, His Majesty's 
Government is unable to contemplate any reassumption 
of responsibility of any nature whatever towards 
displaced persons who have been handed over to 
and accepted by UNRRA. With the prospective 
coming into force of the Italian Peace Treaty 
and the total evacuation of British forces from 
Italy, His Majesty's Government will not physi­
cally dispose of resources and manpower in Italy 
to enable it to provide or to arrange for the 
provision of any share of basic supplies for 
displaced persons of any nature. 

I hope to be able to inform you shortly of 
the views of His Majesty's Government in regard 
to Austria. 

General L.W. Rooks, 
U.N.R.R.A., 

Washington, D.C. 
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• kiu: 

• lie'ft thia stio ie ot auch "-~~- to • r go'ftr nta 
that it ahould be diecmeNd by the Ce tral Coaait•• .lccording]J', 
we plan to place it the age ot the Central C ttee t1ng 
to be held on 4 ce ber. • therefore request that 1-cliate action 
be ta to dela;y the 1-suan of the propoeed directive til there 
1a an opportunit;y tor ch diacuaaion tbat you we inatructlou 
to the United liDgdoa •aber of the Al.lied Coutrol VVIIIILUIBioJl in 
GenaJ>T tor this purpoM. 

It 1a our hope that dueuaaioa ot tbia subject •lll J'iel a conclu­
eion aore in keeph& with umi.NL' • -.in'a and thoe• ot the Economic &lid 
Social Council of the United •tiou • .la you will eee tr the at.ta d 



• killa a e 2 • 

We have forwarded thia aa info tion and quest to the USSR, U and 
noh nt repreeentativee. 

lmolo ureaa 3 

1. Dratt dir ctive A..C o 

2. Cable 13186 f'ro• London 

ince 1,- your , 

ell • ooka 
Deputy Director ne l 

h t outive fficer 

J. ta •nt of Aotmg CM.et ot Operations, tuaT"'J-•~v. 

CC: Charlotte Lloyd, G.C. 

MFlynn:ecm ~ · 7 
25 November 1946 
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REC IVED: 

-
INCOMING 

/ 

- COMNUIICATIOIS S[CTIOI 
.........,YISIOI OF ADMIIISTRATIY[ SHYICES 

MESSAGE 
& {) 

A-2311 

London 

24/10/46 

29/10/46 - 11:33 a.m. 

A. R gret delay replying your 15136 re Geneva D. P. Me ting, 
but difficulty find representative H.M.G. who has followed 
thro hon points 1eed1 owing absence at other Int rnation l 

• 

etings. 

ccording our records only points for 1nvest1g t1on were: 

1) Havo British Zone ltered rules allowing DP•s cor­
respond own langu ge as opposed English or German. 

2) Do -British Zon accept so-c lled stateless certificates 
issued various organisations without Internat1on 1 au­
thority. 

3) C n Russian L.q.s. be included m111t ry screening boards. 

c.· Only suggestion put up for tnmRA Investigation Courier Ser­
vice for D.P. 111 which 1n our view x,.ot p ct1cabl • 

TANpARD DISTRIBOTIQI 
*DOO - Services 

ed:ms 
tp:pb 

291148 
291320 

NOTE: RECIPIENT OF THIS COPY SHOULD TAKE ACTION IMMEDIATELY. IF NO ACTION REQUIRED INDICATE O NO ACTION 
ANO RETURN TO COl+IUNICATIONS SECTION. IF THIS ACTION COPY IS MISDIRECTED FORWARD IMMEDIATELY BY HANO TO 
PROPER PERSON OR RETURN TO COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 
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FORM AD-87 
( 25 FEB l.946J 

DATE 

CROSS INDEX 

TO 

FROM 

SUMMARY 

RECORD FI LED 

I 

CROSS REFERENCE SHEET 

18 October 194f 

?r. K. - 40 

Hector 1-TcNeill 
Forei.gn 6ffice, Downing St., 
London. E".l.P.. 

F. H. LaGuardia 
ir. Ge.,. 

• 

Re: Return of displace perso s tot eir hones. 

China - 4" ( G"'rmans & us trians) 

TYPIST DATE 

28 October 1946 

UNRRA 
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H. r.:cNeil , Esq . , r.. P . 
Minister of t&te 
Foreicn Office 
:Jowning Street 
J .ondon , ... ngland 

~y dear Mr . LcNeil: 

14 October 1946 

As you know the present policy of the British military 
authorities in German? excludes post hostilities refu5ees 
froo Polana from UNHRA care in tho Briti h zone . You will 
recall that we discussed in Geneva the problem of refugees 
coming from Poland and you questioned the authorit; of this 
Administration to care for this group under the lH-IHR. resolu­
tions. I felt then , and I feel now , that the Administration 
had such authority (and in my opinion, this view was confirmed 
by the Council at its rourth Session - see Council IV Doc . 89) ; 
but if there was any question about it , Resolution 99 adopted 
at Geneva clearly .confirmed UKRRA policy in this matter . 

Under this Hesolution , U TRRA was given the authority to 
apply the principles of eli ibility contained jn the draft c on­
stitution of the IRO adopted at the June session of the 

conomic and Social Council . The draft constitution provides : 

" ••• the term ' refucee ' also applies to a person •••• 
who is outsiae of his country of natjonality •••• and 
who as a result of events subsequent to the outbreak 
of the se cond world war , is unable or unwilling to 
avail himself of the protection of' the government of 
his countr~r of nationality or former nationality . " 

In this connection I micht add that the specific case of refugees 
from Poland v,as discussed at tho meeting of the Econorri.ic and 
So c ial Council 1hich has just been concluded, ::..na it was unaer ­
stood that tnese people were eli[:;iblc unaer the constitution . 
I need hardly add that in Geneva and at both meetings of the 
Ec onomic and Social Council , the United .t\.incdom supported the 
draf t constitution of the IRO , incluaing this provision . 

In the light of the position of' the United Kingdom with 
respect to the draft constitution of the IRO and the authority 
delee;ated to UNRRA by Resolution 99 , I would hope that your 
Government would issue the necessar~- instructions to bring the 
practice in the British zone in Germany into conformity with 
the po l icies &nd resolutions both of U.IBRA and of the Ec onomic 



and Social vouncilo 

Vhen I was in London I spoke to Prime Minister Attlee 
about this problem and at that tjme he indicated that the 
Government of the United Kincaom wus not prep8red to issue 
the necessary instructions. rowever, in view of the policy 
which presently obtains in the :Jnited States zone oi' Germany 
under v1hich post hostilitjes refugees are permitted entry 
into t~e zone and the position taken by your Government in 
support of the IRO draft constitution at the recent meeting 

-2-

of the Economic &nd Social Cou~cil, I hope it will be possible 
for ~rour Government to perP1it these refu-ees into the British 
zone in Germany . 

:)avidson:msp 
Oct 8 , 1-46 

Sincerel.,r yours , 

I<' o H. LaGuardia 
Director General 
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• George • binott 
cting irector 
elfa d p triation Division 

gional Otfic 

1 OCT 

21 ortland Place 
london -1, glan 

bj t: Possibility of 

Dear Mr. Rabinotri 

have discussed th cont t of your lett r of 
the U •• Co ttee for Car ot ro ean Childr d also with 
a repre ent ti ve of the Imm.gr tion and Naturalization erri.ce 
ot the p rt nt ot Justic • Both the e a enoi s look wl th 
t wr upon th idea of includin th dieplaced children in U. K. 
as comin under the P ident •a DirectiTe ot Dec r 22, 1945. 

Th re i a trong poseibility th t there will b so changu 
de in aident •e Directive in the very- near future that 

__ .. _,ce the po sibilltiea or the diaplaced children in the 
U. I . end tin to th United St tu. 

•• Ols , ct Director tor t U. • Co ttff tor C e ot 
Ku.ropean Childr , uaured u• th t her agency w:>uld Tery- h ppy 
to usiat in any~ po sible in the resettle mt of the e 
placed ohildron. @·· 1 

1 
,, , , 

t ~% 'd, V\. Sincerely 10urs, 

MKaufman/ml If(-
30 Sept.1946 

Charles H. Alepach 
ctin Director 

Repatriation Diu■ ion 
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Foreign Office, 
S.W. l . 

Essex House, 

New York, N.Y. 

September 30th 1946. 

Very many thanks for your letter of the 18th September, 

containing a message on the subject of Refugees and Displaced 

Persons, which, I note, has also been sent to the other members 

of the Economic and Social Council. The United Kingdom 

Government, as you know, have had t he points which you m~ke in 

your message very much in mind. 

OCT i 

I I It 

.Mr. FiDrello H. La Guardia.. 



TO: 
DAVID LLOYD .. 

16 Dec. 

FOR HJ..NDL I NG l 

.AED 

Alfred E. Davidson 
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u.K. - 040 (D.J."> •. ) 

TO 
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Lond.,n 6015 

SUMMARY 

• -
UNRRA 

CROSS REFERENCE SHEET 

Warren was requested by fact finding committee tu secure n umber of Dis.l,l.Laced .1. ersuns 
in US Zone etc ••• • 

RECO RD F I LED 

TY PIST DATE 

mhs 6/6/ 46 
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CC - Mr. • • 
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FDHarris/alg 
24 November 1945 

24 ove ber 1945 

ce to you for your .-100 (3)/70/45 
s t on of dis l c d persons in 

ince y you.rs, 

Fr d ric D. r i s , Lieut. Col. 
puty- Dir ctor 

Offic for the st 
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. U. . R . • A. (K~GY.) 
. 
C 

'., :L , 4 
(UR 1607/438/850) 

FOREIGN OFFICE, s.w.1. 

29th November, 1944. 
( 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
to acknowledge your letter of the 21st September in which you ask 
for the response of His ajesty's Government to certain enquiries 
about the operations of the United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration in British territories in the Far 
East. 

2. The problems referred to in the first three enquiries in 
your letter have already been engaging the attention of His 
Majesty's Government who do not anticipate that, in the 
ordinary course of events, it will be necessary for the 
Governments of the British Far Eastern territories to apply to 
U.N.R.R.A. for assistance in dealing with them. They will be 
glad, however, to discuss these problems with the Administration 
and to co-operate with it, especially in such measures for the 
regulation of public health, the control of epidemics and the 
care and repatriation of di~_placed per.sons as may be necessary 
to secure that co-ordination of national policies in tne Far 
East within a general international pattern, which they regard as 
particularly de~irable in these spheres. 

3. The answers to the specific question contained in your 
letter. must be subject generally to the foregoing considerations, 
but may now be more precisely stated as follows: 

(1) It will ordinarily be the responsibility of the 
Government of Burma and of the Governments of Colonial territories 
in the Far East to deal, through their own executive agencies, 
with the problems of health and w~lfare of the victims of war in 
their territories, subject to such general advice and supervision 
as His Majesty's Gove rnr.ient may give in order to secure the co­
ordination of methods and standards and co-operation between the 
territories concerned in matters of common interest. His Majesty's 
Government, w6uld, however, welcome opportunities for . 
consultation with U.N.R.R.A. regarding these matters, and will of 
course supply full information regarding measures that have been 
or will be taken. 

(2) Similarly the cake and repatriation of displaced persons 
found in the British Far Eastern territories will normally be the 
concern of the Governments of those territories, who will operate 
through their own executive agencies, but in this matter also 
co-ordination between the Far Eastern territories is essential, 
and to facilitate this His Majesty's Government will be glad to 
maintain close contact with U.H.R.R.A. and to avail themselves of 
the Administration's experience in dealing with this problem in 
other parts of the world. In addition, if U.N.R.R.A. were 
operating on behalf of' any of the United Nations, His Majesty's 
Government would be glad to co-operate with the Administration 
in the care and repatriation of displaced persons who were 
nationals of those countries and wished to return to them from 
British territories, and in the consideration of problems 
arising in connexion with the return of such displaced persons as, 

having/ 

The Director-General, 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration. 

I 

,ry 
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having formerly been resident in British territory, desired to 
return there. 

(3) imilarly, His ajesty' s Government would welcome the 
assistance of U. N. R. R.A. in the care and repatriation of 
displaced British subjects found in enemy territory or 
elsewhere, should such assistance prove necessary, and the 
problem b found to be beyond the scope of the military 
authorities or of the ordinary diplomatic, consular or other 
available machinery. 

4. As regards relief and rehabilitation supplies, estimates 
for some of the requirements of the British Far =astern · · · 
territories for the first two years after liberation, have 
already been prepared and communicated to the Administration; 
estimates for the remaining items for that period are now 
nearing completion and should reach the Administration in the 
near future. The first two years of course include the 
military period, for which supplies will be provided by the 
military authorities on a disease and unrest basis. During the 
military period, the military authorities will be responsible 
for determining to what extent they can usefully consult or 
co-operate with the Administr~~ion tn any reli.e..:f o.p.arations.~----­
The estimates for that period have already been or are being 
discussed between the mili ta r:\ and civil authorities, and it 
is feared that it is therefore now too late to invite 
representatives of the Administration to participate in the 
discussions relating to the military progrannnes, as suggested 
in paragraph 4(a) of your letter. His Majesty's Government 
will, however, be glad to discuss post-military programmes from 
time to time with designated representatives of the 
Administration if this course is desired. 

5. As regards the suggestion contained in paragraph 4(b) of 
your letter, it is of course impossible to · f0recast what 
conditions will be in the territories when they are liberated, 
but, so far as those conditions permit, His Majesty's Government 
will be very ready to give sympathetic consideration to 
proposals for visits by representatives of U.N.R.R.A. for the 
purpose of keeping the Administration fully informed about the 
relief and rehabilitation programmes of the various territories. 
It will of course be understood that the question of visits by 
representatives of the Administration during the military period 
is one for consideration by the military authorities. In any 
case, His Majesty's Government -will continue to send the 
Administration from time to time full information concerning the 
estimates of •e r e~uirements for these-territories. 

I am, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

- ... 

' 
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