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Dear Ms. al Ameer, 

I wish to thank you for your letter expressing concern about the difficult 

circumstances Syrian refugees face. The United Nations is making every effort to alleviate 

the plight of Syrian refugees and continues to work tirelessly with the governments of the 

hosting countries, as well as others to address the needs of people. 

In cooperation with over 150 partners and with the host governments, the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is leading the efforts to provide 
protection and assistance to the refugees. There is a Regional Response Plan (RRP) for the 
Syrian refugee crisis which outlines the efforts of the international community in 
coordination with the host countries to meet their needs. Taking into consideration the most 

recent developments, a revised plan has recently been presented to the donor community. 

The protection of children and access to education are a high priority for agencies 

working in the region and concerted efforts are being made to reduce risks and prevent 

violations. Both the RRP and the No Lost Generation Initiative launched by UNICEF, 

UNHCR, donors and partners, underscore the protection needs of children and youth and set 
out the response efforts needed. 

The United Nations and its partners are committed to ensuring greater access to 
territory and safety for people fleeing the Syrian conflict. We are also working to expand 
basic services and educational opportunities, promote stronger social cohesion and create 
additional opportunities greater protection space for Syrian refugees. As the conflict enters its 

fourth year, maintaining the required level of resources for our work in an increasingly 
volatile environment remains a challenge. I and my colleagues will continue to do everything 

we can to keep the world ' s attention focused on the plight of Syrian refugees and to raise the 
resources required to address their needs. 

Ms. Nora al Ameer 
Vice President 

National Council of Syrian Revolution 
and Opposition Forces 

Yours sincerely, 

Ban Ki-moon 



Dear Asif, 

Re: Draft letter for SG approval [::J 
Amelework Desta to: Asif R. Khan 
C . SGCentral, Maria Zaroui, Silva Armani , Dora Przybylek, Maura 

c. Lynch, Daniel Pfister, Reena Ghelani 

Well no ea and will do that. 

Warm regards, 
Amele 

Amelework (Arnele) Desta 
Office of the Under-Secretary-General 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
405 East 42nd Street and 1st A venue, 
33rd Floor- Room No. S-3326 
United Nations, New York, 10017 
Tel: 1 (917) 367-4218 
mobile: + 1 917 539 9222 
Email: desta2@un.org 
www. unocha.org 

Asif R. Khan Dear Amele, We would recommend that the lette ... 

From: Asif R. Khan/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
To: Amelework Desta/OCHAINY @OCHA@U N-MAILH U B, 

07/07/2014 12:04 PM 

07/07/2014 12:05:23 PM 

Cc: SGCentrai/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Maria Zaroui/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Silva Armani!NY/UNO@UNHQ, 
Dora Przybylek/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Maura Lynch/OCHAINY@OCHA. Daniel 
Pfister/OCHAINY@OCHA, Reena Ghelani/OCHAINY@OCHA 

Date: 07/07/2014 12:05 PM 
Subject: Re: Draft letter for SG approval 

Dear Amele, 

We would recommend that the letter go out i Ms. Amos's name. 

Some suggested changes are included in the attached. 

Many thanks. 
As if 

[attachment "SG_Letter_SOC.doc" deleted by Amelework Desta/OCHNNY] 



Asif R. Khan 
Deputy Director 
Political , Peacekeeping, Humanitarian and Human Rights Unit 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
United Nations, Room S-3841 
New York, NY 10017 
work: +1 917 367 2916 
khan34@un .org 

Amelework Desta Dear SG Central , Please transmit the attached le ... 07/07/2014 09:18:43 AM 
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National Coalition of Syrian 

The Honourable Ban Ki-Moon 
Secretary General 
United Nations 
New York, NY 

Mr. Secretary-General, 

Revolution and Opposition Forces 

Representative Office to the United Nations RECEIVED 

,IIJN 2 3 2014 
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23June 2014 

On behalf of the people of Syria and the National Coalition of Syrian Revolution and Opposition Forces, it is my 

\ 

grave responsibility to draw to your attention the worsening plight of Syria's 2.5 million refugees, and the urgent 
need for the United Nations to take comprehensive action to improve the situation of those most affected lly 
the current violence In Syria: our country's children. 

To date, over 9 million Syrians have been displaced as a result of the Assad regime's brutality. Of this total, 2.5 
million Syrians have found refuge In neighboring state$, more than half of whom are children. The Syrian people 
greatly appreciate the hospitality that neighboring countries have shown them. Their generosity, with support 
from the International community, has helped save the lives of thousands of Syrians, and has in many cases 
provided the security long denied to them by the Assad dictatorship. 

l Regrettably, however, as the number of Syrians seeking refuge in the region has increased, so, too, have the 
cflallenges confronting them. Incidents of sexual violence, labour exploitation, xenophobia and unwarranted 
arrests have become increasingly common for those forced into refuge in neighboring states. 

Just this past week, the world received a stark reminder of the dangers that confront Syria's refugees. On 
Sunday 8 June 2014, the body of five-year old Mohammad ai-Khawll was found lying In a waste container In the 
Akkar town of Halba, Lebanon. AI-Khawli, the world later learned, had been raped and murdered by a local 
Lebanese teenager. 

AI-Khawli' s gruesome, tragic, and untimely death represents just one extreme example of the larger difficulties 
befalling a growing number of Syrian refugees. Acts of sexual violence and violent assaults against Syrians have 
become Increasingly pronounced In neighboring countries. So too have the frequency of school drop-outs, as a 
result of which as many as two-thirds of child refugees are now out of school. Confronted by a lack of means to 
support themselves, more families are turning to child-labour as a means of subsistence. The long-term 
consequences of these trends for the future of Syrla~s youngest generations are devastating. Indeed, as the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees remarked in February 2014, "An entire generation of young Syrians is being 
shaped by violence, displacement and a lack or education and opportunities." 

Mr. Secretary-General, the growing despair confronting Syria's refugees threatens not only the future of SYii~• 
but the future of.the region . Lebanon-a country of just 5 million people-now hosts more than ~~JJitlln 
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refugees under the age of 18. Jordan and Turkey are each home to more than 300,000 Syrian children, while 
more than 90,000 and rough(y 60,000 Syrian children call Iraq and Egypt home, respectively. Over the past three 

years, 51,000 Syrians have been born in refugee camps-most have never stepped foot in Syria . The socio
economic and demographic impact of Syria's refugee crisis on the region thus cannot be overestimated. 

j\ Given the magnitude of Syria's refugee crisis, there are a number of steps that the United Nations should take to 
relieve the suffering of Syria's people, and ease the burden on our neighbors: 

i. There is an urgent need for the United Nations to scale-up services to refugees in need and ensure 

greater access to care. Syrian refugees-in particular women and children-are at increased risk of 

sexual, physical and psychological abuse, yet they continue to have limited opportunities to access safe 
spaces or social services. The UN must do more to ensure that ~uch access is provided to all those in 
need. 

ii. Educational opportun ities for Syrian refugees must be provided and incentives created so that more 

children go to school-and stay tt1ere. With greater educational opportunities, Syrian refugees will be 
less likely to become child fighters and less susceptible to extremism. 

iii. The UN must condemn any policies which jeopardize the principle of non-refoufement, which all of 
Syria's neighbors are obliged to respect. Syrian refugees who cross back into Syria should not t1ave tn 

fear losing their refugee status. 

iv. Efforts should be undertaken to encourage greater understanding between Syrian refugees and their 

host populations. In several countries, curfews have been instituted on Syrians, while xenophobia has 

hr.r.n nn thr. ri.'lf.. C:hrmnr:l.'l of r.nmmunir.lltkm mu~t bP. n~nr.il hr.twr.tm lnr.11l ponuhttlon.~ 11nr1 rr.fu~r.r..~ 
to avoid future tragedies, such as that which cost the life offive year old Mohammad ai -Khawli. 

v. UN member states should be urged to increase their annual commitments to provide resettlement and 

other forms of admission to Syrian refugees. As member states work to provide secure, urgent and 

effective protection for Syrian refugees, it is vital that they pursue a range of long-term solutions 
mcludmg resettlement, humamtartan adm1ss1on, or IndiVIdual sponsorst11p for those ;)ynans most 

urgently in need. 

) 
The Syrian Coalition stands ready to assist in all such efforts. We look forward to working with the UN and its 

agencies to improve the situation of Syria's 2.5 million refugees, and the 6.5 million others who are internally 

displaced . . 

Mr. Secretary-General, all Syrians deserve a better chance at life, security and prosperity, irrespective of their 

religion, ethnicity, gender or politics. No child should have to live in fear or face the violence experienced by 
Mohammad ai-Khawli. On behalf of the people of Syria, we look forward to working with UN agencies and states 

across to the region, to help create a better future for all of Syria's children. 

Please accept, Mr. Secretary-General, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Nora al Ameer 

Vice President 
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The Honorable Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General 
United Nations 
760 United Nations Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 

By fax to (212) 963-2155 

Excellency, 

23June 2014 

RECEIVED 

JlJN 2 3 2014 

TRANSMISSION NOTE: 

I have the honor to transmit to you a letter from Ms. Nora AI Ameer, Vice-President of the National 

Coalition of Syrian Revolution and Opposition Forces dated 23 June 2014. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Sincerely, 

...• } .,. I 

'; /.r. . ·j'LI. , 
I • : •· . •.··· 

Dr. Najlb Ghadbian 

Special Representative of the Syrian Coalition to the United Nations 


