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The past three days since arriving in Johannesburg has mainly been taken up by:
(1) Logistical arrangements in setting up the conference center
(2) Representational and media engagements
(3) Process and negotiations
(4) Opening of the Conference on 26 August

Logistical arrangements

Security
UN Security took over the Sanction Conference Centre today at 9 am. Otherwise South African
police and security presence is quite visible in the Sandton area.

Access and Accreditation
So far:
Some 15,000 NGO participants have registered.
Some 7-8,000 country delegation participants have registered; and
We are expecting some 1-2,000 IGO's and UN system participants.

This means that approximately 25,000 participants will have a right to access to the Sandton UN
Conference site. According to the fire department the Centre can only handle some 7,000
persons excluding media.
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We have set up a contingency plan for the eventuality that the entry of participants to Sandton
will start approaching maximum capacity on certain days.

(1) Heads of Delegations, ministers etc will be guaranteed access at all times
(2) Each delegation will be given a certain number (yet to be determined) secondary passes

with guaranteed access to be distributed to essential negotiation personnel
(3) UN organizations and IGO's approx 10 or less secondary passes
(4) 1,500 secondary passes to be distributed to NGO's on a daily basis.

Conference Facilities

The conference center management has done a very good job in setting up the center,

Representational and media engagements

I accompanied President Mbeki to the opening ceremony of the Ubunto Village where several
big parallel events and exhibitions will take place. I also visited the Civil Society Forum. Both
seemed very well organized and attractively set up.

I have had an almost continuous string of interviews from all types of media. From what we can
gather the Summit has had good coverage. This Tuesday's science section of the New York
Times, special issue of Time magazine, special section in the Guardian and good CNN and AP
coverage.

Process and Negotiations

Today, Group's started their internal consultations. Tomorrow and Sunday, informal
consultations and negotiations will start on the Implementation document (A/CONF.199/L.1)
At the invitation of the South African Government, these informal consultation will use the
Vienna format used in Bali with two contact groups one on means of implementation and
another one on good governance.

Minister Moosa and Professor Emil Salim have met and in my meetings with both of them it
seems like they are now both comfortable with the arrangements around the Chairmanship of the
Main Committee. Relations seem comfortable.

There are some issues still to be clarified around the issue of electing a bureau of'the main
committee. Two bureaus for this process, one for the plenary and another for the main
committee, is seen by many as only confusing and cumbersome for the management of the
process as a whole. On the other hand there are some of the former preparatory committee
bureau members that would like to have a formal visible role in this process. Professor Salim
seem confident that he will be able to avoid a main committee bureau, by ensuring the
Committee that he will call upon the services, as needed for the facilitation of negotiations, of the
former bureau members some of whom where quite effective during prepcom meetings. This
will be resolved at the first meeting of the Main Committee on Monday morning. It is expected
that the Main Committee will go immediately go into the Vienna format again, as during the
weekend.
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The latest word on the Political Declaration, which is of great personal interest and engagement
by President Mbeki, is that a draft will be released on Sunday during the day for delegations to
be able to consult capitals before their first comments on Wednesday.

Opening of the Conference on Monday 26 August 2002

The opening will start with statements by President Mbeki, Dr. Topfer and myself. We then
move into tbe pleamies where we will present the WEHAB papers. Jan Pronk will moderate a
discussion on these areas among 20 participants from civil society and the UN system in addition
to a few experts.

cc: Deputy Secretary-General
Mr. S. I. Riza
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