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. THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
STATE OF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL
MADISON 6

December 13, 1044

MEDICAL DIVISION

Dr. A, Hughes Bryan,
U.N.R.R.A.,

1344 Connecticut Ave,,
Washington, D, C,

Dear Doctor Bryan:-

In reply to your letter of December 6th I should like to submit
a very slightly revised 43 of the second paragraph in my letter to you
of October 17th, stating our purpose and study plan.

We plan a team of at least thirteen members, not more than eight
of whom would remain resident at a given station in an Italian zone of serious
undernutrition for a period of probably one year. In addition, the other
five of senior consulting staff members would be present at this theatre of
operation for the first two to four months to assist in setting up the study,
making some of the earlier examinations of the undernourished population and
to prepare for the evaluation of results, By careful history taking and
physical examination, supplemented with simple bio-chemical technigque we shall
attempt to determine what mediecal conditions may have arisen as a consequence
of long continued undernutrition, then the nutrition is to be brough? up as
nearly to requirement as possible, maintained at that level for a matter of
months and physical improvement noted case by case. Parallel to this the
psychological changes produced by mndernutrition and their improvement under
treatment are to be observed and recorded. From these observations we expect
to be able to determine which illness is reversible and which causes permanent
disability, Also how soon the benefits of treatment may be expected. We
want to find out what doses of vitamins, of grain supplements, ect. are worth
using, in order to conserve vitally necessary materials in the future feeding
of large populations.

For thase purposes we hope to have access to a population in some city
group where we can have at least five hundred individuals for the intensive study
through the year. These are to be drawn from all ages, beginning with infancy
and running into late adult years. It is hoped that we can have statistically
significent numbers at each age group. For this purpose the members of the team
would like to have as many as fifty at each half-year level from the first year
through the sixth, each year level from the sixth to the twelfth, each half=-year
level to the sixteenth year, each year level to the twentieth and then probably
in decade groups of fifty for the rest of 1life, This will obviously run above
500, therefore we shall probably have to make extensive studies on groups of this
size with intensive studies on selected fractions of each of these groups of 50,
This calls for statistical methods of sanpling and of evaluation, but at least
two of the members of the staff are trained and experienced in this matter of
statistical selection and evaluation of data. It is hoped that most of our
information can be based on family units rather then on institutiomalized Italians.
If we had adequate facilities, personnel and time, we should be glad to study
botk urban and rural, both home and institutionalized personmnel. Lacking all of
these facilities we believe it better to concentrate on home fed people in an
urban community,




I trust that this information will be helpful not only to you
but to the officials of the Italian Mission now in Italy.

Sincerely yours,

Elmer L.Sevringhaus, H. D.




£ Decembor 1944

Dre Elmer L, Sevringhsus

T™e University of 7isconsin

tate of Wisconein Ceneral Hospital
Madison 6, Wisconsin

Dear Dre Sevringhsus)

For your infomstion I am enclosing o copy of e letter I have
written to Dre Joy.

T am writing D, Boekie, Chief Medical Officer of the Itallan
Wission, at frequent intervels in order to keep him informed
of our progress and %o learn his resction and needs in the
field, PFor tranemittel o him, I would very much 1like %o re-
seive from you and Dr, Visscher a statement of the sort of &
population group you would like o study, end the sort of
gtudy you plan 0 make,

Te a large cegres, I believe Dr, Reekie and I understaond

your desires in these matters, dut it might be wise, at this
time, to have a written ¢tatement from you %o svoid mi sundex-
standing,

Sipcerely yours,

\e Hughes Brysn, M
Hoalth Division

Inelosure

Copy to Dr. Reekie




. THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN

STATE OF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL

MADISON 6

MEDICAL DIVISICN




4 URKIVERSITY OF WIS00NaIN

FPATR OF 7ISCOMSIE MMRail HOSPITAL

Medieal Pivision

Pe e MHushos Myyun
memnas

1544 Comneetiout ve,
weshinzton, e G

Dear Doctor Nryuns

In reply to your letter of Decamber Gth, I should like to submit
a very slightly revised sopy of the second pevagreph in my letter to you
of Ostoher 17%h stating our purpose and study plan,

%o plan & team of 'of least thirtoen meabers, not more then elght
of whom would remain vreaidont at o siven gtation in an ISalisn Zone of sericus
wdemmutrition for & period of probadly ene years In addition, the other
taff members would be present st this thestre of
four months $o aasist in setiing up the study,
moking some of thie earlier sxsminations of the undersourished populstion rnd
to prepere for the ovelustion of resulte, By oareful history taking wnd
physicel exsminction, supplemanted with simple bloshemicel teghnicus we shall
attempt So determine what medical comdition: may Lave arissn oo & CORSsqiONce
of lons continued undernutrition, Shem the putvition 45 %o be broushs up a0
neurly o requirement ao possible, meinteined at thet level for n matber of
monthe «nd physiesl improvement noted anse by ewse, Famllel %o this the
ond ehemses produced by underuutrition and thelr improvement under
trestment are $o be cbserved snd recorded, “rom these observstioms we oxpest
%o be oble to determine whieh illnces is roversible und which couses pemumnent
alsarility, /deo how scen the benefits of troatoont may be oxpested, e
went to find out what doses of vitamins, of gradn supplementc, ote, are worth
ueing, in order $O cOnmarve vitally necesasry msberiols in the future feeding

of large populstions,

m&uwnuphhnnmutonmuuummv
group vhere We g¢an have st least 7ive hundred individusls for the intensive study
through - year, These sre %o be drmen fram all ages, beginning vith infuney
an? maning inte late sdult yearss It i3 heoped that we ean heve statistieslly
siznifiommt numbers st each nge groups Jor #iie purpbee the members of the temm
would 1ike %o have ns meay os TAFSy at osoh halfeyoar lovel from the firsd ye.r
through the um.mmermmnm to the twelfth, ench halfeyear
level to the sixteenth year, osch year level 0 the twentieth sni then probably
umamcrwmmuﬁ«m-. ™is will obviocusly wun shove
$00, ‘hovefore we shall prodebly have $0 make extensive stadies Om Froups of this
size »ith intensive stulies on sslooted Trwetions of sach of those groups of 50,
This eslls for statistionl methods of smpling md of ewlustion, but of least
two of the mesbers of the staff sro tmined and expariensod in this matter of
gtatistlionl seloetlion nd syalustion of data, It is hoped thad moat of our
informition omn be bused om femily units Pether than on institutionalizad ISalians,
If we hod edeguate fscilities, pereennel and time, we should be glrd o atudy
both urben snd vursl, both home sad institutionalined perconnel, laciking «1l of
these fasilities we balisve it betior to gongentrete on heme fed people in sa

wrbon ecezamity.










Outeber 17, 1944
tadisal Vivision

Te Ae Nughes Bryan
UNER

1344 “onueetiont ‘vanue
ashington 28, L, O,

ey Doctor Bryant

Replying to your letter of Oetober 11th, let me sakmowledge with

gretitude the mimeographed cutlines of UNRILY mutrition approsghes and assure you
that if you send our te:m 8o Italy, thers iz mo reason why we samnot follow thene
outlines in meaking reports for comparisen purposes, Ineidentally, 1 sa still o Bis
puszled sbout how to use the sods with th mmbera, Some of those numbers scul! not
be merely elrelsd or mentioned es showing the resulis for one would still have to
pay "h-ther the paytioulsy finding was or =as not pressnt oFf make o quantitative obe
servetion about 1%, Ultimstely, I shsll expeet te have pit of Murthar elarifying
instruction adbout how the esds iv used, Otherwise, I have no purtioulsr commenis
or sriticisms to submit,

My I sugpest the following brief staSement of cur alms in thiz missiomi
e wuld expest that the tesam of not lass than six nor nore than Aot vould be roe
sldent st z riven staticon im the "uropesn Sons of serious undermutrition for a perisd
of probebly ome yeure In addition, from two %0 an many as six senlor conpulting ond
sxpoutive assoei tes of the teum mizht be om this some Meld for brleler poriecds to
aseist in setting up the stulies and ewaluating the results, Ny careful history 'md
physiecn) exminetion supplementsad with simple bleshemio 1 techniues, wo would sle
teopt to determine vhat medionl conditions may have arisen &s & consequence ol
long continund undermutrition, Then, the matrition would bo brought up s nearly
to roquirements os possible, neintained at that lowvel for a mkter of months g
and the physicel improvements noted, Farallel %o this the peycholozd enl chan o8
produced by undernutrition md their improvement would slso bs obwerved and re=-
sorded. "rom these cbeervations we oxpect to be abtle to dotarmuine which i1linoces
{s reversible and which ecuses psrmement disability; how soom bems(ita moy be
expected; what doses of vitmmins, srain spplomsnts, oto, are worth usins,
mis sor$ of study should be helpful in develepin: the prosywm for axtonnive
planned mutrition of large popalstioms in She imuadinte “uture,

-'mf.'l"- w.

Jo/ shmer i, Sevringhsus, Ve De
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Nesr Dootor Bryung

In mply %o your lotter of Deoasbar 68h, I should like to eubmit
a very slightly revised copy of the seeond peragrsph in oy latter %o you
of Oetober 178h stating our yurpose and study plan,

%o plam & toam of at least thirteen menders, n0S more then elght
of whes would remain vesident st » given station in an ISalisa Zone of saricus
underputrition for & perdod of probebdly ome yesr, In additien, the othusy
five of penior sonsulting steff membders would be present at Shis thestre of
the firet two 30 four xenths So assist in setting wp fhe study,
mekdng some of ths eerlier exsminstions of the undemcurished populetion «nd
%o propare for the ovalustion of resulis, By omreful history Seking «and
physice] examinstion, supplesented with simple bleahemical teohnique we shell
attezpt to detemmine vhat medisanl eondition: may have arissa &8 & conssquence
of lons comtinued uniernutrition, then the mutwition is %o be brousht up as
nesrly $o requirement es possible, msintained at Shat level for m matter of
momthe «nd physiesl improvesent noted ense by euse, Parallal e Shis the
asl ehenszes produced by undermutrition and tielr lmprovement unier
‘yom these ebservntions wo oxpect
ble and waich esuses pemsnent
Ao how socn the bemefits of trestownt may be expegted. e
of grain supplements, ote, are worth
setericls in the future fesding

hﬁnmnuphhﬂmunmﬂuumuv
group vhare we gen Bave st least Iive hundred individusle for the intemsive atudy
through - yeur, Mmuummmam.muuummw
ad mumaing into late sdult yeerss IS 1s heped that we omn have statistieally

:

the aixth to the twelfth, sach halfeyaur
gach yosr level %0 the twentieth ani then prebebly
groupa of Tifty for the rest of life, ™is will obvviously wun shove
we @hall prodebly have t0 maks extensive studies OB groups of this
th intensive stalles on selested frustions of snch of Whoss gFoupe of 50,
sulls for statistica] methods of smpling mnd of ewnlustiom, Tut of 1scst
of the meubers of the staff are tmined and experiensed in this matter of
statistienl seleetion mnd evalustion of data, I% is hoped that moot of our

TEEss
Eii







o8 1’-




Ootther 17, 1944
Hedisal "dvision

'Te Ay Fughea Drysn
UM

1544 'onneetiont venue
mehington 25, b, O,

sar Doetor Hryanmt

Replying So your letter of Cotober 11th, let me seknowledge with

gretitude the mimecgrophed ocutlines of UNRR: mutrition spprosches and sswure you
that I you send our temm - Italy, there is 20 resnson why we cannet follow Shese
outlinos in meking reports for eomparison purgoses, Ineldentally, I a= still o BiS
puszlad shbout how to use the sode with the numbora, Seme of these numbers soull not
be marely sireled or mentioned as showing the resulis for ome would still have So
esy v ther the partioulsy finding was or was not present oFf make & quantifative obe
servotion about 1%, Ultimstely, I shall sxpeet S¢ have o Bt of further elarifying
instrustion ebout how the cedo in used, Cthervise, I have mo partioulsr comments
or criticisme to submit,

Vay I muggest the following brief stotement of our alnme in this missions
Yo wuld expoot that the tesm of not loss Llan iz nor mors than oishé would be M-
sldent o€ a dven sBotion in the urepesn sone of sericus underrutrition for o period
of probebly one youre In addition, from Sw0 %0 ns mony a8 six senior comsulting snd
exocutive noooei tes of the temm nmizght be on this smme fleld for beleler poriods to
assist in sefting up the stuiiss and evaluating the remltas, Ny eareful history nd
phyricn] exmination sapplenentod with simple bMeoshemie 1 tochnimes, w» would ste
tept to doterming what melieanl conditions sy have arisen 28 & sonsoguenss of
long eontinusd undermmtsition, Then, the mutriticn soul’ de browght up s nearly
te requirements a8 possibls, meintained at that level for a motter of momths,
and the physieal ilmprovessats noted, Farallel to this the payshologienl changos
produced by undernutrition snd thelr lnprovensnt would «lso bhe cboorved snd ree
eorded, “ryom these choervaiions we oxpedt %o be able to deotermine whieh illness
i reversidble and which omises prrmenent disadility; how soom beneiits may be
oxpodted] vhat doses of vitwmins, cruin spplemmnts, ete, are worth uaine,
T™is sort of study should be helpful in developin: the prosrm for extonsive
planned sutrition of large populations in the Imvadicte "uture,

iimeeraly,

Jo/  wimar L, Cewringhaus, N, T




Yediesl Vividen

s Ao Emghas DNiyan
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Desr Deotor firyani

In mply %o your letter of Desenber Sth, I ould Like to aubmit
& very slightly revised copy of the seeond papsgreph in my letter %o you
of Oeteber 178A stating our yurpese and study plan,

We plan & teas of of least thirtesn momdaps, net nors then elght
of whom would reanin yvesident at o ziven stetion in en ISalisn 3one of aericus
wnduroutyitien for & period of probebly cne year, In addition, the othey
five of senicr conrulting o847 nemboers would be prosmt at this thentre of
operetion for the first Svo o four months So sesist in setting W the staudy,
meking ooms of Uue esriier ewsminations of Slo undemourished populstion «nd
to prepere for the evaluation of resulice By cereful history taking «nd
physicel exsmdnotion, supplosented ¥1ih stmple bisehemical Leshalius we shall
attezpt S0 detemmine what madiecanl somdition: may Lave ariosn o8 & CONBSLUC NSO
of Jon: sonbiowed uniormatvrition, Shem the mutrition is 8o be browds uwp »e
nearly S0 roquirement ez possidle, meintained a% theat level for o matter of
months and physleal ispravesent notod sase by ¢eae, Femillel %o this the

osl ehenses prodused by undorautrilica and thelr improvesent under
treatment are $0 be cbeerved and rocoricd, “mam thane obcerentions we oxpect
to be able 10 dotermine whieh 1llnses s reversidle snd whioh cuuses
ddenbilitys Aleo how scon the benefils of treabaent may be sxpested. “e
wsnt So find out what doses of vitamine, of grein supplemante, ofa, aFe sorte
using, in order to sonserve vitally medesscry nalericls in the "uture fesding

of large ropul-ticonse

Mmumnwsohnmwsmtuumuv
group vhare we esn have ot lsast <ive hundred individusls for the inteneive study
through e yosr, These ave %0 be drawn frem all sges, boginning with infuney
s munning fate late adult yearse IS 1a heped that we osn have gptstistienlly
signifiomnt numbere ot each age ZTOUDe for this wurphse the membars of the tesm
would liks S0 have o8 neay o8 TPty &t ossh halfegear loval frm e firas yeor
m.mmmrmmmuzmmm,mw-m
{xteenth year, esah yesr level $0 the Swentisth and thes prebably
of rirty fer the rest of life, ™is will odvvicusly wum above
refore we shall prodably have to make extensive stulies om groups of this

ive stuiles on seloated Frustions of soth of Shase FPouns of 80,
eslle for statistioal methods of smpling 'md of ewalusbion, Yt o lanat
the moubers of e staff are teined and experionged in this matter of
selootion wnd svalustion of dats, It is hoped ot nost of owr

4 op family units rafher Shan on institutionnlized Italisnm,
$¢ feclilivios, popwonnel and Sime, W should be slnd So etudy

bosh heme wnd tuﬂmcuﬁnd paresmnel, Lacking =1l of

fave 1% botter $o gomsontmmtio on home fed people in sn

1
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Washington, 0o O

Decr Doeter Nryang

In mply %6 your latter of Dooembar S%h, I dhould 1ike S0 submit
a very sliidily revised copy of the cedon! peprsgreph in 2y letter %o you
of Cetober LVSh stating our purpose and etudy plan,

o plan & Seam of of loast Whirtoon mandors, not more then olght
of whom would resein repident a8 o given stetion in on ISalisn Sone of seriows
undernutrition for & poriod of probudly one year, In additien, the othey
five o senlor consulting a%afT menbere would be pressat at thIl theutre of
operetion fpr the FireS Sw0 %o fowr months %o assist In sefiing wp She atudy,
meking same of tie eerlier exwminations of tho undersourished populcotion ~ad
%o prepaze for the evalustion of resultsy By coreful history Saking wd
phyricol exminction, supplementod with eimplo dipshemical iteoliicus we shall
attaspt %o detemine vhnd msdlonl comdition: may '.ove arisen o8 2 conssquence
of lon: continwed untermutrition, them ihe mutriSion i te be dDrouw-dl up »e
nearly $o requirement as possidble, msinSained &8 that lewvel for o matler of

physical inprovesant noted onse by esae, Fumllel Vo Shie the

trestoent are to be observed cnd resoried, “mam these obrervutiocns we expect
% be sdle %0 deSemmine whieh 1llnese is roversible and wileh esuses pemuneat
Aleadlitys, Adeo how svcn the Denefits of treatownt may be mpested., Ue
wt %0 find out vhet doses of vitamins, of gradn sugplemwnts, e%0, aye worth
ueing, ia order %0 oonsarve vitelly segetsary ssulerisls In the Tuture fesding

o have accoss %o & populstion in e ol%y
Tive handrod individucls rfer the intensive study
. THese are %0 bo dram Tram all sges, beginaing w4th infoney
' mnning into late 4% is hoped that we oan have statistionlly
for this purphee the mambars of the tomm
enah lovel from The Flred reop
the sixth to the tmllfth, sach hollfeyenr
sogh yenr lovel to Uis treutioth ani. then probably
Ulfes This will ovwiocusly mun ahove
sxtensive atudiss om groups of this
fraotions of snak of thods groupe of 50,
i of sepling wnd of ewluntd Wt o lossd
oteff wre Swained azd experionsed in matter of
swaluation of dniey It L hoped Shad aoel of cwr
1ly wmits rather than on lnetitutionalizad IThalisne,
s Pozconnel and Sime, wo showld be glod to study
md instdtutionadised porvensel, lavking sil of
votter o0 o on homp fed people i an
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER: O . SCIENTIFIC CO-DIRECTORS
ELMER L. SEVRINGHAUS, M.D.

RAYMOND B. BRAGE
MAURICE B. VISSCHER, M. D.

THE ITALIAN MEDICAL NUTRITION MISSION

BrFr THE
UNITARIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE

25 BEACON STREET, BOSTON B, MASSACHUSETTS
AND

CONGREGATIONAL-CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE
289 47H AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y.
COOPERATING WITH

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION

ADDRESS REPLY TO: Febl‘uary 9 19“6

Mr. Howard L. Brooks
Agsociate Director
Uniterian Service Committee
25 Beacon St.

Boston 8, Mass.

Deur Mr. Brooks:

-

In reply to your letter of Pebruary 6th, which reached me on the
Bth, let me explain that I had @ copy of the cable given me the preceedingnight by
my pastor, Dr. Swan,who had recently been in Mr. Ldwards office and brought it back
with hime I had o telegram from Visseher on the aftermoon of the 8th saying "Believe
you ghould go if possible, letter follows". The situation is very much confused as

I see it at present.

Frankly I foresaw some of the difficuities which Dre Joy refers
to but hoped that my fears were not well grounded and that the judgment of the other

members of the team in this country would be found correct, namely that the advantages
of my returning were not great eno.gh %o warrant the expense 1in time and money and

the sdded hezards. I still feel as I felt in the fall,that it would be well for me

to be ther: for the closing two months of the worke. However, I wonder now whether it
is physically possible to make arrengements for pass-port, transpori across the
Atlantic and sll the way to Naples so that I could really be therc for a sufficient
length of ti e before the completion of the contract. TYou will recsll that our
contractual relation withUMRRA runs to the end of Ma.ch. After that I assume that
there is mo obligation om the part of UNRRA to retain or to be respoasible for us

in anyway, including the return trips I am quite certain thet I co.1d be of relatively
little use in Naples if the team were not thore with me for the lagt few weeks 80

that we could work together at fimishing up the project and geiting the resulis into
the hands of the appropriate people in Italy. The answers to these guestions you see,
will depend on the advices froa Col. Bryan and your knowledge of the project as it

goes on at present. I have had no word from members of the tean later than an

informel letter from Dre Gollan on January lste

Purther difficulties are that I have numerous oblisétionﬂlvhi:r will
keep me busy through the 28h of February in Madison and 1 have speaking ;: %fli ons
which cannot very well be aveided in Akron, Ohio on March 6th, Richmond, rginia on

ientific nmeeting
B & toly after that I hadeplanned to be at a sc
mgpeiia= Rperian s g -y 3 ley, Hew Jersey beginning March

3. ANEGEER O0Ay sk Yheh A SRS O EEY codpucad b vailable immediately

15¢he It ie st least conceivable that I might srrangs %0 :ha new employer, Hofiman=-
after March Bth. However, I should have to take that :Przi ~
LaRoche, Incorporated asnd see what could be erranged thoree

here will be & very considerable disturbsaace

to all this
In addition gre the disposing of our presént home

ded in which

inclu
in my family respomsibilities, Hew Jersey the first of June. 1 leave

and arranging to move the family to uon?clair,




lire He Le Brooks #2

these matters all frankly before you and shall await further word from you bdefore
making any decision bp iaking any other steps.

Regretting the mumerous difficulties which are involved in this

whole matter but assuring you of my steadfast interest inm the Italian Medical
Nutrition Hission, I am,

Cordially,

‘Elmer L. Sevringhaus, M.De
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r, Elmer 1L, Sevrinshaus
State of Wisconsin Ceneral Hospital

C
The University of Wisconsin
Hadison O, (isconsin

o OEBVFINghaus:

1 am gsorry there has been some delay in replying to your
letter of 19 December due Lo the impact of helidays upon
this office. I note the declision of youwss and your asse-
ciates that it is not consider>” =ise for you or any cther
senior member of the Italian Sedical Nutrition Mission to
return to Italy, and we will, of course, be gulded by this
decision,

I shall be interested to lecarn your

a brief comprehensive report cover

Mission, I believe this repor

in this country a3 in Italy,

your colleagues plan to :

variocus sclentific aspects of

ciate a workings report of ti

W#ith kKindest personal regard:

As Hughes Bryan,

. e
Deputy Director of Health




EXE&JIVE OFFRCER: . . SCIENTIFIC CO-DIRECTORS
s - MIOND ¥, BRAGG

ELMER L, SEVRINGHAUE, M.D.
MAURICE B, VISSBCHER, M. D,

THE ITALIAN MEDICAL NUTRITION MISSION

OF THE

UNITARIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE
25 BEACON STREET, BOSTON B, MASSACHLUSETTS
AND
CONGREGATIONAL-CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE

289 4TH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y.
COODPERATING WITH

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION

ADDRESBS REPLY TO:
December 19, 1945

Lt. Col, A. Hughes Bryan

United Nations Relief and Rehabilitztion Administration
1344 Connecticut Ave.

Washingten 25, D, C.

Dear Col. Bryan:

Since talking with you on the evening of December 1lst, I have considered
further the gquestion of my return to Iftaly in early 1946 and believe now that we had
better leave the word definitely with you that I shall not expect to return. If
authorization comes for my transportation from Rome, I would suggest therefore that
you ignore it and explain why.

In addition to your feeling that I should return, you will recall that
several members of the team now in Italy have expressed themselves the same way and
so has Mr. Flint, representing the Congregational Committee. On the other hand,
Mr, Brooks and the Unitarian Committee have consistently said since October lst

that this matter should be decided by Dr. Visscher and me, We have been in some

correspondence and telephone conversations about the matter. Recently, I submitted
the question to all the senior members of the team who are now in this country. A4
telephone conversation with Dr. Schour tends to discourage my return. I have heard

from none of the others except with the recent letter from Dr. Visscher which I quote
in total,

"Pear Elmer:

I bave talked with several of our associates on the Italian
Medical Nutrition Mission about the various problems connected with
the possible return to Italy of any of our senior group. It is still
my opinion that there are more disasdvantages than advantages in having
any of us return. I am particularly anxious that any reports that will
be made to UNRRA or any other orgenization will be on the basis of
meterial editorially criticized by the senior staff. I hope that you
will agree with us in this, I personally appreciate the sacrifice that
you are willing to meke in order to go to Italyagain, but I am
convinced that we can prepare a better report from the U.S.A. than can
be done in Naples without the consultation of the entire group.

Hith my best personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,
Maurice B. Visscher"

Since I have heard from none of the others, namely Drs. Perkins, Stebbins
and Sontag, I must assume that Dr., Visscher's letter represents their reactions. I

believe I should not urge my return since it is entirely possible that I may have
1oe® of an adequate perspective on the advantages and disadvantages than these other




Lt. Col. A, Hughes Bryan

members of the team have, since all of them have been there and know much of the
problem,

I am particularly concerned not so much about getting the adeguate
scientific data and conclusions from them as about our obligation to the Italian
section of UNRRA and to the Italians themselves., I feel that this obligation is
to get into their hands at the earliest possible date the tentative findings which
will be of practical importance in plenning 2 nutritional progranm in Italy for
1946 as well 2s later times, I hope that in some way the members of the team who are
still in Italy may get this informstion into the hands of the Italien Government,
As I understand the agreement between the Service Committees and UNRRA, we are
obliged to do this. I hope that we shall not have to consider the implications in
Dr. Visscher's letter as preventing us from meking any recommendations to Mr. Keeny
or the Italians from the team now at work in Italy.

With cordial, personal regards, I am

AS ever Jyours,

E husse [? ,<E;*,J\;;sz?~éLaiaho

Elmer L. Sevringhaus, M.D.

ELS/br

P.S. I have just heard from Dr, Sontag, the pertinent partis of whose letter are
as follows: '

"Because of the obligations of Dr. Bergami, it might be very wise for
you to plan to return for the final two months. Since;you are highly familiar
with every phase of the study, it would be my opinion that you could check on the
entire prosram from the standpeint of the science and data involved, and you could
as well advise UNRRA on the questions about which it is concerned, In doing so,
you would, of course, draw upon the experience and knowledge of the entire group
now in Italy.

In summary I should be quite sympathetic with your returning to Italy
for the terminal period of the study, but I question the value of the return of
other members of the group".




Stebbins left 31 March

Sevringhaus " y April
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July 16 Report, 1 Sevringhaus.

fhg current weex will see Di. Sontag leave us to return to his

0’-" "5::}%*01; inl"l.;u,"\»’f_l}?- _..e ;J.‘~i.‘ye :J&:}L‘.I?\:Ll-‘v indebted to him for a num-

-~ - 'H"-Lll.-oll\J H4e as '....ul")el_'W.L.‘_--:'(_;, ana actually done much of the
. work involved in, the details of getting the X-ray apparatus
r? Dpequus so that wec an secure the vitally important filme to prove
ff‘hex%stc?ce of rickets, checﬁ on the maturity of caildren as shown
inthe bones, etc. The technical and personnel problemns involved are by
no meang small. In the process of t he first few examinations he has been
flcru enough to see that we have probably a hitherto unrecognized prob=-
e child in Italy, where stunted growth and development cause a new type
of bone disease. The method of approach to diagnose ana treat this type
of case have been outlined. iHe has also taught us all, Italians indluded,
how to use charts with relative records of delay and advance in any sort
of biological procees, thus eliminsting the difficulties of comparing
,LWH311.4W children with Ohio children. Finally he has planned the study
of the effects of undernutrition on the new-born babies, whi.ch hss been
suggested by Prof. Tesauro, the local nead of Obstetries. This is being
carried on by Dr. Kyhos and Dr. Vaglio, her Italian colleague.

Dr. Kyhos has the responsibility of examining and treating the adult
ients, men and non-pregnant women, as well ag the expectani mothers
referred to. One of her most difficult tasks is to teach the ltalian
.A,,pr and doctor how to secure adequate data about the economic and

backgrounds of the patients. The complications of life here and tae
ences from American ol anization in the home and comnunity make this
for even a woman whose experience in home, clinic and community
broad as hers.

When the patients come to the laboratory they are met by Dr. Cuckler,
Miss Hagedorn, and Miss Lpgowlton. The Italian associates are & men and 1
woman physieiane, and an 1nt,;iretnz who is also teaching lLanguages in
both c1rec-ionm. fhig group are having such a good time, discussing tue
new laboratory methods, new foods, and msking new friends, that informal
rules had to ue enunciated to reduce conversation and allow work. Lae o
Americans are seelng how they can develop executive and pedagogic powers
and get the Italian doctors to working vigorously witn their hands. laey
all like to talk, and that involves both hands. Also this laboralory staif
have to manage the patients and the parents of the cuildren. The paysical
equip nbnt does not include good chairs and examining tables on winich to
obtain the needed specimens. Improvisations are in order.

_Lob rt Kellerman is doing a most interesting job, not only as ananay
man at supplies, errands, Lilwg_nu, gecuring new inue;greteras ﬂir+ng &
cook, but we have discovered a glass-blower in hime His real tasx 1s tae
catling in homes and looking up people that need our help. fne nas secured
2 part time assistant, Wigs Campangnuola, of real talentl, Wio vac edployed
as a consequence of Bob's prompt contacts with the local ;EmLLWu Protest-
ant clergy. logether they call in homes inthe afternoons, and they will be
reporting to us observations on how well our prescrip LlOﬂ’ are being fol=-
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One of the great needs of these Itallian doctors is for book and

journal contacts with America, rnicn they are eager to i1eestabllsil. We nave
therzfore asked for an extensive group of recent texts, and are hoping to
get journal exchanges set up. One evidence of their being out of touch is
an extended debate in staff meetings in waich they dilaicd graatly upon

the vital merite of mother's milk. It finally became apparent to us that
they were defendln& thelr practice of overdiluting cow's milk, since they
do not understand the modern methods of feealnb babies with formulae ovoth
safely andadequately. To achieve stCuy they are probaoly starving many

W L

babiess We are now beginning a study of meome new-born babies to be trans-

ferred ,;JJMM foundling's home to our hospital, to dcuonstrale the point.
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Unitarian Service Committee

25 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass.

TELEPHONE CAPITOL 3860




Naples, June 28

Dear Howard,
Here comes some more request for suppliesgénd nelp. You
see that I am doing my best to convince you that "I am not more than
human® but have some forgetting capacity. First, please add to the book
request the 2 volume set by Peters and Van Slyke, published by Williams
and Wilkins, title something like Quantitative Clinical Chemistry. Ome
volume iz methods, the other interpretations, Both are of great value.
We have been trying for some time to find how we can get basal

metabolism tests made, and at last find there is in Naples one apparatus
stlill operating. The rest have been laid up for lack of rubber parts,
if not damaged otherwise., The one we can is American made, and it
will hold out a while, but we need replacements very scon. Please see
if you can get help from the maker, Warren Collins, whose business address
was formerly 553 Huntington Ave,, Boston. If he is not th re, nor in
the Boston directory, call the Carnegie Nutrition Laboratory in Boston
and ask them where to get Collins parts., The needed parts are as XXE&
follows: 2 rubber tubes of 75 centimeter length, 25 millimeter diameter,
about 2.5 millimeters thick.

4 interior soft rubber valves.

4 mouth pieces, diameter 25 millimeters, length 70 millimeters.

-harles Joy is not yet back from Marseilles, and no word from him.
Today I interviewed the woman we summoned from Cairo, Mrs. Musgrave-
Thomas, who will be our office manager in Home. She went on to Rome &t
once by good fortune of Col. Heekie's being here. I think she will be
a help, and she understands that her ENIME chief function is to see that
things get done.

The camera, long read n Washington is not yet here Norst of sll

=
there comes no word about Perkins, Visscher, or

|
holding up our feeding program till we have the
it There are some things I am not trained to dc
to cable Washington that if they vannot get Flume
I want to ask for Miss Kathleen Van Cleft, now 1 Shatt, and about
out of & job,. She.is on Jim Flint's list, and well recommended. But
even 1f Reekie cables, and if Washington answers, that might take a
month more.

Isaac Schour has made a couple of talks befors the dental officers
of combined American and British hospitals, and thay are so grateful
that they have invited me to talk next week 'also, with him, and still
better, have given us some chemicals we needed, and promised more for
emergencies. I sent A.H. Thomas an order todeay, for some EEEEEXXIRXXX
chemicals and items we cannot get that way, which they can mail to us.

Just interrupted by a cable from Flint that I may stay for August,
I am really glad to know it is arranged.

Difficulties we have, but much fun also with the eagerness of all
to cooperate. We really have a fine team, and the Italians are a good
group.

(signed) Cordially,

Elmer




EXEERTIVE QFFICEN: . . SCIENTIFIC CO-DIRECTORS
ELMER L. SEVRINGHAUS, M.D.

4RAYMOND B. BRAGG
) MAURICE B. VISSCHER. M. D.

THE ITALIAN MEDICAL NUTRITION MISSION

OF THE
UNITARIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE

25 BEACON STREET, BOSTON B, MASSACHUSETTS
AND

CONGREBATIONAL-CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE

289 4T AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y.
COOPERATING WITH

LUNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION

ADDRESE REPLY TO: :.Iaples, J’une 26. 1945'

¥ajor A. Hughes Bryan
UNRERA

1344 Connecticut Ave.
Wasu ington, 25, ) ) 5

Dear Dr. Bryan,
In the unpacking of ourf reight and the more careful
arrangement of dhe chemicals on the shelves in our "new" lgboratories
sDr. Cuckler has pointed out that we have two kinds of Giemsa stain,

_ff The dry powder was not ordered by us, but was for some reason packed in

"V with other materials in the large boxes, presumaly those from the

wAH, Thomas Co, It is not surprising if they sent Uus something ordered
E + for UNRRA, even though it might have been originally ordered for an-

\\\| other group. I report this matter to you only to keep thefrecords clear,
in case someone else .is inquining wherethe stain is, and also since the
shipping &lipe list the material as charged to UNRRA. None of our
supplies were so charged. I enclose the shipping slips for your use.

The material is on our shelves, and will be a reserve in case our liquid
stein is exhsusted.

We had very little loss in shipping, and have found only a few
items forgotten, which must be secured over here., This latter is especi-
ally =2 headache for me., Fhis is because although the army stores have
everything we want, we have been unable to secure the channels by which
to purchasefthose items. Col. Reekie and lMr, Keeny, apparently for good
reasons which I have never had expla ned to me, decline to do what the army
medical organiz ation here a sked,wamely come in andestzblish an account.
Now the Surgeon General has issued an order which makes it impossi ble
for the medicalldepots here to sell to us, save on declaration of emergency
end that they do not wish to do too often, I secured such action by my
teking many hours of my own time, travel to Caserta, etc. forthe immediate
needs, But as other items come up, I must still protest, UNRRA owes its
professional personnel a businesslike arrangement forsecuring supplies.

We are operating the d inics for examination of sick children and
women, dispensing foods, and carrying out the mission for which we canme,
We are still at a loss to know why, 10 weeks after the request wes sent,
we still have no aietitian. Also Miss Flumerfeld was requested to resign
her position somgweeks ago, in anticipation of thist rip. So far as we can
tell here, nothing is happening to get her to us. I have t herefore asked
Col., Reekie to cable that if she cannot be sent thisweek, I wish to invite
liiss Kathleen VanCleft, now in ElsShatt, with little/f uture work in prospect
there. A letter from her dated June 2 said Dr. Findley had agvised her to
write directly to me about the possibility of mgy needing more diétetic
hetp. I need some dietetic help urgently.

The situafion gout Dr. Perkins is also a profound puzzle., Stebbins
has gone north, hoping Perkins can catch up to him before Stebbine must
return, We are glso inceeasingly urgent about those two cars requested
10 weeks ago, known to be ready. With all the empty planes and ships that
come to these shores it is hard to understandthe delgys.

This letter may sound petulant, but I assure you it not vs. Bryan, but

haping WHRRA Weslhiughan com axhedily ackray,
Eel Condial grafiing) byl divingo







ITALIAN WMEDICAL NUTRITI MISSION. Second Monthl report. June 17, 1945.

During the week of liay 1& Stebbins and I worked intensively at the
detaila of preparing the Italian team for the extensive survey of nutrition
and infectious diseases. A truck has been assigned, with driver, to transport
our food, bedding, and Italian personnel to and from the points of study.

As a sequel to my early visit to the Eastman dental institute, I was able to
"borrow" from their large stock 30 electric l&ght bulbs for the hospital in
Fondi and the house where the team lived. Otherwise no electric lights. The
truck had to be sent way down to Lecce camp to get beqﬂa and bedding for the
uge of the team. A trip to Ng les wasrequired to get thne electric power turned
on in one of the houses we occupied. This was a beautiful villa on the beach at
Gaeta, near Fondi. Use of it by the Aamerican team allowed us to have down as
overnight guests numerous membe rs of the UNRRA staff at Rome, to see the iteam
at work, and to cement the friendships which make work so much better.

May 18 I submitted form 1 request for an office mamager, lirs. Musgrave
Thomas, in Cairo, whose recommendation by Waitstill Sharp made her seem very
much the kind of person who could keep details moving in Rome. Altnough the
matterwas approved, cleared, ordered, etc., 4 weeks later shne still had not
made the 3 days sea trip to come up. The need for an office manager to carrxry
on our interests in Rome gets ever more obvious.

At the last moment I discovered that we had in Rome UNRRA two sisters,
Ann and Sally Haynes, trained labora ory technid ans, for whom$ no technical
employment had been found. One was added to tiue team, and ultimately began
getting the blood sm ars for malaria and anemia diagnoses, and now at the be-
ginning of the second month of the extensive study, both sisters will be with
the team, giving part of their time to work with Dr. Cuckler in the study of
the slides they prepare in the field.

Drs. Gollan, Schour, and Sontag arrived liay 20, and during the next week
were all introduced to the work of the extensive team as observers and con=-
gultants. Dr. Sontag was a very helpful instructor in clinical medicine for the
young Italian doctors. Dr. Schour soon began to seeways to add dental examina-
tion ané treatment, and by the end of the fourth week he had introduced into thy
team an Italian dentist to do examinations, another to perform extractions as
indéicated. Dr. Gollan surprised us all by his grasp of Italian language, and
he is able to converse at moderate speed witi the doctors and patients.

In order to give the best of nutritional examination instruction to the
team, the three young Italian doctors were trained by Drs. licQueeney and liet-
coff, while still in Rome, and these men came along for the first 2% days of
the Fondi study to superwise the work in the field. uiss Amalia Baran, their
technical helper accompanied us. For this assistance we shall always be very
grateful. The long delays in arrival of our f reight made it necessary to draw
on their stock of nutrition Key-sort cards, with which to record the first
5000 or so of our subjects,

The Italian team was composed of & young physicians, 4 students foom the
4th year in medical s.chool(Rome), 1 anthropometric technidian(also an excellent
house manager and meal planre r), 3 nurses(speaking English fairly well), an
administrative assistant and clinic manager(using English), and the 2 men who
operated the power truck and made the X-ray exposures for chest diagnosis.
With the truck driver this made 15 Italians to iransport from Rome. Then we
employed 4 clerke locally, and a housekeeper. All this Italian staff are com-
pensated from the Italian or Lire fund, at ratess et by the Allied Commission,
The team, as it moves north in another week, will be augmented by the 2 dentist
members and another nurse, a further student of Xgray work, and by Lt. Lowry,
the newly arrived tuberculosis consultant for UNRRA, who will have the oppor-
tunity to study the tuberculosis situation with us as he also reads the films
we take. The team will move first to Var ese, shoe manufacturing c¢ity north
of Milan, and then to 3 camps for prisoners ofwar just returning from Germany.
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The clinic started off with a crowd that pressed for examination, so
we examined 316 the first day. The total for thne 12 days of operation at
Fondi was well over 4000 persons. This is a community of about 17000, in the
devastated area, half way between Rome and Ng les, on the edge of the marshy
gsea coast. lialaria was almost universal judging from history and examination
of this 25% sample of the city. The hospital superintendent, Dr. Bruno Acco-
rinti, and his wife were most helpful in making the arrangements, ana we are
hoping that in the matters of distributing food to those in wmedical need,
and of clothing to be sent over by the Unitarian comittee, they can have a
responsfible part, for we have confidence in their integrity and intelligence
about such matters.

The most distinct impression in the clinic is the need for soap and
water, next for clothes, and often for food. Full=blown vitamin deficiencies
were rare, moderate lack of B and C vitamins common, rickets surprisingly
frequent as we hac learned elesewhere. The physical plant ana equipment of this
hospital make it entirely impossible to do the intensive study here. It is
evident that this must be placed in either Rome of Naples. The northern cities
probably have less nutritional need.

Conferences with Miss Frances Kernohan, chief of UNRRA at Naples, and
her staff, including Dr. Brown, made it evident that the intensive work would
be welcomed at Naples. The @ ntacts they had already established led very
guickly to my meeting Dr. Miraglla, local head of O.N.M.I. and the iedico
Provinciale, Dr. Fusco, and through them Prof. Auricchio of the Pediatriec
Clikic, Prof. Tesauro of the Gynecologic Clinic, and Prof. Giardino of the
dental clinic, Royal University of Ng les. All these men were most cordial in
their promis ¢ of hospitality, and their three departments were ideally situa-
ted adjacent to each othner for our convenience. The space and technical equip-
ment provided just what we needed. Ther eport of this visit led Dr. Reekie
and ilr, Keeney to agree with me that Ngp les was the place to settle. Dr. Chas.
Joy arrived just as Iwas seeing the Np les d tuation, and so the requisite &
authorities were all agreed at once. One week later I closed up my Rome of-
fice work, and removed the team to Naples, where we are living at present in
the Terminus Hotel, for transient officers, while the local UNRRA staff are
searching for a house where all of themand we can live together.

The ship with freight arrived in N® les May 27, and our feeight was all
of f just 7 days later, We were very fortunate to have Bob Kellerman along to
superintend the unloading, warehousing, and removal of it 4 1 to the hospital
where it is now stored or in use. The loeses were very slight, and remediable.
The Italian staff for work here is now being developed, and to date includes
7 doctors, 1 technician, and 3 clerical and administrative assistants, who are
also interpreters. A nuwse, dentist, and 2 more clerks will be added this next
week. The doctors include & who want to do the laboraory work, ana another
who will be Ruth Flumerfeld's understudy in diet, if and when she comes over.

June 4 marked the arrival of Dr. Emma Kyhos, and the departure from Rome
of the Italian team for the s econd spot on the extensive survey, Pomntecorvo.
This city is roughly eimilar to Fondi save for being sbout 25 miles back frop
the coast, about 1000 feet above sea level, but devastated ana malarious.

The hospital was somewhat bette r and furnished the living quarters as well as
work space forthe team. The problems and work were similar. Here, as at kondi,
and in innumerable other matte'rs at Rome, we enjoyed the helpful assistance

of Maj. Eva Landeberg, M.D., U.S.P.li.S. She had her medical education in Rome,
speaks Italian like a native, although she is German by birth, and has been tug
most helpful liaisson imaginable between us and the Italians all the way from
peasant patients to doctors and officials.

June 10 saw Dr. Cuckler in Rome, June 12 I intercepted Dorothy Hagedorn
as she was going through Ng les, and on tune 1lOth similarly udarg. anowlton,
so that these three are now at laborabry work. Kelkrman is making numerous
contacts with Protestant ministers and groups who will need the services of
our clinic, in addition to the normal intake of tne Peulatrlc and uynecgégfic
Clinics. We have been operai.ing for three morni n and hgggeifegnfv

nutritional deficiency cases al once. This we £‘
. &
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ITALIAN MEDICAL NUTRITION MISSION
Second Monthly Report
June 17, 1945

During the week of May 14 Stebbins and I worked intensively at the
details of preparing the Itallian team for the extensive survey of
nutrition and infectious diseases, A truck has been assigned, with
driver, to transport our food, bedding, and Italian personnel to and
from the points of study. As a sequel to my early visit to the
Eastman dentel institute, I w as able to "borrow" from their large
stock 30 electric light bulbs for the hospital in Fondl and the house
where the team lived. Otherwise no electric lights. The truck had
to be sent way down to Lecce camp to get beds and bedding for the use
of the team, A trip to Naples was required to get the electric power
turned on in one of the houses we occupied. This was & beautiful
villa on the beach at Gaeta, near Fondi, Use of it by tke American
team allowed us to have down as overnight guests numercus members of
the UNRRA staff at Rome, to see the team at work, and to cement the
friendships which make work sc much better.

May 18 I submitted formal request for an office manager, Mrs. Musgrave
Thomas, in Cairo, whose recommendation by Waltstill Sharp made her
seem very much the kind of person who could keep details moving in
Rome, Although the matter was approved, cleared, ordered, etc., 4
weeks later she still had not made the 3 days sea trip to come up.

The need for an office manager to carry on our Interests in Rome gets
ever more obvious,

At the last moment I discovered that we had in Rome UNRRA two sisters,
Ann and Sally Haynes, trained laboratory technicians, for whom no
technical employment had been found. One was added to the team, and
ultima tely began getting the blood smears for malaria and anemia
dlagnoses, and now at the beginning of the second month of the exten-
slve study, both sisters will be with the team, giving part of their
time to work with Dr. Cuckler in the study of the slides they prepare
in the field.

Drs. Gollan, Schour, and Sontag arrived May 20, and during the next
‘week were all Introduced to the work of the extensive team as observ-
ers and consultants, Dr. Sontag was a very helpful ins tructor in
clinical medicine for the young Italian doctors, Dr. Schour soon be-
gan to seec ways to add dental examination and treatment, and by the
end of the fourth week he had introduced into the team an Italian den-
tist to do examinations, another to perform extractions as indicated,
Dr. Gollan surprised us all by his grasp of Itallian language, and he
is able to converse at moderate speed with the doctors and patients.

In order tc give the best of nutritional examination instruction to
the team, the three young Italian doctors were trained by Drs,
McQueeney and Metcoff, while still in Rome, and these men came along
for the first 2% days of the Fondi study to supervisc the work in the
fleld. Miss Amalia Baran, their technical helper accompanied us.

For this assistence we shall always be very gratefu. The long delays
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in arrival of our freight made it necessary to draw on their stock of
nutrition Key-sort cards, with which to record the first 5000 or so
of our subjects,

The Italian team was composed of 3 young physicians, 4 students from
the 4th year in iledical school (Rome), 1 anthropometric technician
(also an excellent house manager and meal planner), 3 nurses (speaking
English fairly well), an administrativec assistant and clinic manager
(using English), and the 2 men who operated the power truck and made
the X-ray exposures for chest diagnosis. With the truek driver this
made 15 Italians to transport from Rome. Then we employed 4 clerks
locally, and a housekeeper. All this Italian staff are compensated
from the Italian or Lire fund, at rates sct by the Allied Commission.
The teem, as it moves north in another week, will be augmented by

the 2 dentist members and another nursc, a further student of X-ray
work, and by Lt. Lowry, the newly arrived tuberculosis consultant fa
UNRRA, who will have the opportunity to study the tuberculosis situa-
tion with us as he also reads tnc films we take. The team will move
first to Varese, shoe manufacturing clty north of Milan, and then to
3 camps for prisoners of war just returning from Germany.

The clinic started off with a crowd that pressed for examination, so
we cxamined $16 the first day. The total for the 12 days of opera-
tion at Fondi was well over 4000 persons. This is a community of
about 17000, in the devastated area, halfway between Rome and Naples,
on the edge of the marshy sea coast, Malaria was almost universal

judging from history and cxamination of this 254 sample of the city.
The hospital superintendent, Dr. Bruno Accorintl, and his wife were
most helpful in making the arrangements, and we are hoping that in
the matters of distributing food to those in medical need, and of
clothing to be sent over by the Unitarian committee, they can have a
responsible part, for we have confidence in their integrity and in-
telllgence about such matters.

The most distinct impression in the clinic is the need for soap and
water, next for clothes, and often for food., Full-blown vitamin de-
ficicncies were rare, moderate lack of B and C vitamins common, rickcts
surprisingly frcquent as we had learned elsewhere. The physical

plant and equipment of this hospital make it entirely impossible to do
the intensive study here. It is evident that this must be placed in
elther Rome or Naples. The northern citics probably have less nutri-
tional need,

Conferences with iliss Frances Kernohan, chief of UNRRA at Naples, and
her staff, including Dr. Brown, made it evident that the intensive
work would be welcomed at Naples. The contacts they had already es-
tablished led very quickly to my mecting Dr. Miraglia, local head of
O.N.M. I, and the Medico Provinciale, Dr. Fusco, and through them
Prof. Auricchio of the Pediatric Clinie, Pror, Tesauro of the Gyneco-
logic Clinic, and Prof. Giardino of the dental clinic, Royal Univer-
slty of Naples. All these men were most cordlal in their promise of
hospltality, and their three departments were ideally situated adja-
cent to each other for our convenience. The Space and technical equip-
ment provided just what we needed. The report of this visit led
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Dr, Reeklie and lir. Keeny tc agree with me that Naples was the place

to settle, Dr. Charles Joy arrived just as I was secing the Naples

situation, and so the rcquisite authorities were all agrecd at once,
One week later I closcd up my Rome office work, and removed the team
to Naples, where we arc living at present in the Terminus Hotel, for
transient ofricers, while the local UNRKA staff are searching for a

house where all of them and we can live together,

The ship with freight arrived in Naples May 27, and our frcight was
all off just 7 days later. Ue werc very fertunate to have Bob Keller-
man along to superintend the unloading, warchousing, and removal of

it all to thc hospital wherc it is now stored or in use., The losses
were very elight, and remediable. The Italian staff for work here is
now oveing developed, and to date includes 7 doctors, 1 technician,

and 3 clerical and administrative assistants, who are also interpre-
tcrs. A nurse, dentist, and 2 more clerks will be added this next
week. The doctors include 3 who want tc do the laboratory work, and
another who will be Ruth Flumerfelt's understudy in diect, if and when
she comes over,

June 4 marked the arrival of Dr., Emma Kyhos, and the departure from
Rome of the Italian team for the second spot on the extensive survey,
Pontecorvo., This clty is roughly similar to Fondi save for being
about 25 miles back from the coast, about 1000 feect above sca level,
but devastated and malarious., The hospital was somewhat better and
furnished the living quarters as well as work space for the team. The
problems and work were similar, Here, as at Fondi, and in innumerable
other matters at Rome, we enjoyed the helpful assistance of

Maj. Eva Landsberg, M.D., U.S.P,H.S, S he had her medical education
in Rome, speaks Italian 1ike a native, although she is German by birth,
and has been the most helprful lisison imaginable between us and the
Italians all the way from pecasant patients to doctors and officials.

June 10 saw Dr, Cuckler in Rome, June 12 I intercepted Dorothy Hagedorn
as she was golng through Naples, and on the 15th similarly Marjorie
Knowlton, so that these three arc now at laboratory work. Kellerman

i1s making numerous contacts with Protestant ministers and groups who
will necd the services of our clinic, in addition to the normal intake
of the Pediatric and Gynecologic Clinics. Ve have becn operating

for threc mornings, and have seen very real nutritional deficiency
cascs at once, This week we must begin to feed.

(signed) Elmer L. Sevringhaus




Unitarian Service Committee

25 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass.

TELEPHONE CAPITOL 3660

Ne

June 21, 1945

For your information I am sending you the

enclosed copy of a report which has recently

4 W

come to us from the Medical Mission in Italy.

Howard L. DBrooks




ITALIAN MEDICAL NUTRITION MISSION--UNRRA

Proposed Plan of Procedure

This mission is an organic, although a temporary unit of the UNRRA
Italian Mission, It is sponsored Jointly by the Service Committees
of the Unitarian and the Congregational-Christian Churches of U.S.A.
The aim is to provide a service to the Itallan people in several
ways: by participating in the provision of food where needed, by
securing data as to the types of food most urgently needed for the
restoration of health, by determining the speed with which such
reastoration may be accomplished when the food is supplied under in-
telligent supervision, and by learning what are the more important
heal th hazards that have followed in the wake of prolonged and pro-
found malnutrition. The carefully recorded and studled results of
such observations made durlng the feeding program should prove of
value to Italian offilcials In future nutrition work, as well as to
UNRRA in the more adequate planning of its program., The results will
serve also to furnish the scientific and public justification for
providing aid for Italy, if it can be shown that the feeding fits
the needs.

It is planned that thls Mission be located in an active hospltal or
dispensary, so that in collaboration with the local Itellian staff,
the patient clientele may receive comprehensive and intensive therapy
whether this requires nutritive correction alone, or that in combina-
tion with other medical care. The facilities which the illssion

brings include everything which the most modern human nutrition
practice considers essentlal, in both diagnostic and therapeutic
details.,

The requirements for this ilission comprise:

1. A community in which there can be found probably 1000 women
and children who show definite evidences of malnutrition. Such &
communi ty should be essentially stable, in order that the results
of feeding can be observed over a periocd of several months,

2. A hospital in which space and non-portable equipment, such
as an autoclave, refrigerator, incubator, and electric lights are
avalilable, -

5. Services of at least 2 physicians, one dentist, and five
clerical employeces, to be compensated by UNRRA, and to participate
throughout in the examinations of the clients of the nutrition
clinic,

The staff of the Mission is made up of 14 persons, but there will
never be more than 11 in this field at once, and for a significant
part of the year's work, there will be only 38 persons occupied.

The nucleus 1s a group of 4 cliniclans, a dentist, a parasitologlist,
two laboratory technologists, a dietitian, and an executive officer
and welfare contact man., In addition there will bc an epidemiologist
collaborating with the rsat of the team, and also conducting a
parallel program of cxtensive study, described in the attachment.
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The examinations to which the clients of the nutrition clinic will
be asked to submit will include a rapld medical history, physical
examination of the hecad, eyes, mouth, skin, chest and abdomen such
as will determine nutritional deficinecies and gross evidences of
complication 1llnesses, rudimentary anthropometry, including sil-
houctte photography, and in those cases where there 1s suspicion

of deficinecy states, blood samples from the antecubital veins,
X-rays of the chest will be routine, as will bone development X-rays
of the children. Frequently the bacteriologist will desire throat
smears, the parasitologlst a stool specimen, and routine urinalysis
will be done,

The provision of food for these clients will be according to two
determining factors: the supplies available to UNRRA, and the
apparent medical needs of the irndividuals. Whether this will be
done as communal feeding in institutional groups, or as provislon
of focdstuffs to be prepared at home by the family will depend on
the nature of the population invelved. Sincec the food supply
available at this time inveolves so little animal protein, and since
this limitation will probably pcrsist for an extended period, the
materials provided include the following: wvitamins in pure form in
abundant supply to demonstrate the need and value thereof, iron

for therapy of anemia, powdered whole milk for beverage use by

the smaller children only, and a series of supplements to be added
to cercal flour for improvement in the quality of the protein.
These supplements include wheat germ (embryo), corn germ (maize

embryo), soya, sunflower seed, and are preparcd as flours which by
actual trial can be blended with wheat flour to make pasta and bread
almost indistinguishable from products made with the conventicnal
white flour in America. The condition for continuing supply of

food wlll be the return to the clinic for such re-examinations as
are considered essential to determine the success of thc program.

Since thc work of the Mission will deasl with meny cases of exagger-
ated nutritive disorder as well as with moderate deficiency, and
since 1t will operate in a medical clinic envirornment, and since it
will be staffed by personnel with teaching experience, and since

it will have technicel facilities of high grade, 1t 1s suggested
that the Mission provide an opportunity to establish a center for
postgraduate study by Italian cliniclans interestod in human nutri-
tion, The staff will welcome Italian personnel on appropriate
recommendation for courses in clinical study. The dctalls of such
courscs are to be worked cut in conference with Italian lesders,
but will include lectures and discussion, in addition to practical
experience in examination of patients. Lantern slides for illustra-
tion of clinical lectures arc availlable,

Dr. E. L. Sevringhaus
May 7, 1945




PLAN OF EXTENSIVE STUDY BY DR. L. L. STEBBINS
INFECTIOUS DISEASE AND NUTRITION SURVEY

General Objectives

Many observations have becen made which suggest a relationship
between undernutrition and the occurrence of infectious disease.
For the most part these data have not been sufficicntly coemplete to
determine whether the increased prevalence of the Infectlous dis-
eases was due to the lowered resistance to infection resulting from
the malnutrition or whether the malnutrition was the result of a
disturbance of metabolism associated with Infection. It has also
not been clearly established that the increased prcvalence of the
infectious diseases in presumably undernourished groups was not due
entirely to other concomitant factors such as contamination of
water, milk, or food supplies, increased exposure to infection due
to crowding and the general breakdown of normal protective measures.

In Italy at the present time there are areas in wh:ch therc has been
extensive disruption of thc normal safeguards against infection and
also a reduction in the dletary intake or at least a change in the
normal food habits of the people. In other arecas there has been no
extensive disruption of the normal safeguards against the spread of
infection but there has been at least & temporary limitatlion of the
foocd supply. There appears to be an increase in the infectious
diseases In both types of area which would suggest a relationship
between undernutrition or malnutrition and the increased prevalcnce
of the infecticus discases. Unfortunately reported moroidity 1s
not considered an accurate measure of the actual prevalence of dis-
ease in thesc¢ communities. A more accurate measure of communicable
disease morbidity seems urgently needed and there is general agree=-
ment that this can best be obtained by means of a sickness survey.
It is also possible to obtain valuable information concerning gen-
eral nutrltional status by means of a raepid but detailed clinical
inspection by especially trained clinicians supplemented by X-ray
cxamination of the chest and of certaln of the long bones to show
skeletal development in children, It is therefore propesed that an
infectlous disease and nutrition survey be undertaken in carefully
selected areas of Italy and that the Public Health authorities and
other governmental as well as private agencles be asked to cocperate
and lend the support that will be necessary if a sufficlent sample
of the population is to be cxamined. The depariment of Public
Health will be kept currently informed of the findlngs of the survey,
the data subjected to detalled analysis and should be of great valwe
te the Italian government in the development of its general health
program and should also be of great scientific wvalue.

General Outline of the Survey

The purpose of the survey shall be first to determine the population
groups which can be consldered representative of the country and in
these population unlts to determine the prevalence of the common
communicable diseases end second, to determine in the same communi-
ties the frequency of clinical evidence of malnutrition and thirdly
to attempt a correlation of these two factors,
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The sample cxamined in any area should be of sufficient size to pro-
vide significant aobservations and would be carefully checked to

rule out the possibility of unintentional selection, It is proposed
that a sample consisting of ten percent of any population group be
consldered an ample number providced that this group can be shown to
have the same demographical charactcristics as the population from
which 1t was drawn, It 1s rcccgnized that in large cities samples
might be satlisfactory though of smaller relative slze if no seclce=-
ticn could be demonstrated.

Clinic Procedure

The procedures in the dinic would be as follows, perscns entering the
clinic would first be interviewed by aspeclally traincd historians and
a complete infectious discase history obtaincd, The patient would
then be given a quick but dectaillecd clinical inspection and all sus-
plcicus clinical findings recorded, the clinicel examination would
include search for cbvious dental defects. Following the clinical
inspection the following anthropometric cobservations would be re-
corded, height, welght, blacromial diameter, bilcristall diameter and
maximum calf diameter. Each person would then be given a chest X-ray
by the photofluorcgraphic method end children under sixteen years of
age would be Xe-rayed for skeletal evidence of malnutrition,

In a small proportion of the patients bloocd smears would be taken,

Facllitles Neoded for the Survey

Walting room space (maximum 75 =- minimum 30)

Space and desks for four historlans

Examination space for two clinlclans and a minimal equipment

Space fcr two cperators for anthropometric cbservations (sceles
with helght stick, calipers)

Cocmplete photefluorographic unit

Small laboratory space for obtalning thick and thin blood smears

The space should be so arranged as to provide a continous flow of
peticnts through the routine, It i1s expcctecd that the prcpcosed team
could handle approximatecly five hundred patlents a day.

The success of the survey will depend to a very large cxtent upon the
co=-operation of the local health authcritles and other comunity or-
ganlzations, It will be necessary tc make definite arrangements for
the scheduling of the eclinic, and the approval of the local church
authorities wculd be obtained in advance., It 1s hoped that famllies
weculd come together and all children would of necessity be accompa-
nied by at least one parent,

May 7, 1945




). { foods, fort hey cannot import all they want. The solution seems to me to be

| in better cereal culture, better use of whole grains, learning to use the soya
. | and other pulses properly, andd eveloping dairy herds. So I cannot become en-
"\| thusiastic about adding another source of protein to our studye.

- \ o "-__‘,“i-.'
. 1T Sl .iaples. June 14

I must apologize for delay i i i
it on letterhead. But dgys gre g0 full tﬂatntﬁgttigg {guéeaﬁgn§°§tniﬁed§3§§1
in t he evening. In fact, so much of my time is devoted to medical and also
non-medical supplies, that little clinical work will be done by the director
and senior internist. The supply organization of UNRRA is getting into shape
slowly, but it is one of the major disappointing f atures of an organization
that has been growing here since last October. I am being embarrassed by medi-
cal army men who want to know when I will stop executive work and hunting
for supplies, to get down to my own professi on. This is not a pleasant way to
start a letter, but T feel it is time that some of your superior officers in
Washington know about it all.

The chief headache has been that X-ray film we were promised. All that
has yet reached Italy was labeled a "refrigerator", discovered by accident,
and last night after weecks of arranging, it wasdeliw red to me here. The size
was wrong, so part of today was spent, pleasantly enough as to personal con-
tacts, in exchanging it with army stores for the correct 10 x 12 size. This
provides for 720 films. More is promised via London next month.

_ In response to Visscher's letter about the product to be made from the
'washea chicken viscera, I cannot get enthusiastic. First tne product would

' need careful trial, with chemical data. Next it would have to have a large supp
ply assured., But even then, if it were not an indigenous producp of this counse
try, I would hesitate., I believe they must learn to produce their own protein

Dear Dr. Bryan,

As a matter of fact the number of cascs of serious protein deficiency whie
we may encounter here will be limited, and make it hard enough to evaluate the
cereal and milk products we now have. The general nutrition of this country
is not as bad as we thought. Wetcoff and McQueenie are conservative, but I
think the reports you have had from them give you an honest report and seive to
furnieh a prelude for the story we hope to tell. We have had much advantage
from working with them, I regret that we had to use so largely on the card
supply they had, and the reason I asked that cable be sent you for more of
their cards, is that Metcoff felt hurt that wc used their cards, at a rate whicg
he thought would handicap their further work.

Cuckler and Hagedorn arrived this week, andwe had just got our freight
moved into place, so they began laboraz ory work at once. We have set up in the
Pediatric, Gynecologic and Dental clinics of the koyal Univ. of Naples, with as
pretty a space and equipment layout as you could ask for. The personal atti-
tude of t he Italians is most cordial and enthusiastic, We have already 11
Italians on t he staff here, with a few clerks yet to be added. We began seeing
patients today. One was so bad that an intravenous plasma therapy is planned
for him tomorrow if he gets back to the clinic.

Of course I am at a loss to know how the State Dept. has managed to hold y
Flumerfelt, as well as todelay ew ryone else. My plan is to leave here about
July 1, via Marseille s, where the Unitarianswant my advice for their men who
are there, Thence I shall fly to the U.S.A. I expect that I will stop in
Washington for a brief report.

I wonder whether the detailed report of t he fir st month here ever reached
you. Itwas sent in 3 copies, by diplomatic pouch. I was told taat was tae
most prompt way to send d etailed reports that the ¢ ensor might garble. It
left my hands on iflay 15, I think. I fear the diplomatic pouch is the most
uncertaing way, and I shall not use it again. Shortly I will prepare another
repart on thesecond month®s work, and send it directly. We are all well, save
Sontag has a lighting up and discomfort from an otitis that occurred as an im-
mediate sequel to the plane trip. The external drainage has been less of a
problem than the loss of karing and the malaise.

We all join in sending our hearty pereonal greetings to you.
Cordially,

mpwyiﬂha
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.REPOhT OF FIRST MONTH OF ITALIAN MEDICAL NUTRITION MISSION

April 15, On first day at headquarters we attended a conference
arranged by Col. Reekie with lr. Solimena, liinister of the Interior's
chief of Public Health, attended by numerous medical advisers, in-
cluding Dr. Bergemi, high commissioner for food, and Dr, Canaperia,
the one most interested in tuberculosis, The decision of the meet-
ing, sought by Col. Reekie was in favor of the medical determination
of which mothers and children deserve supplemental food from UNRRA
stores, The Italians were to prepare a detailed plan.

The next day we began interviews with lMiss Elizabeth Gardiner who
had come up from San Spirito, to discuss joining our mission, After
lIr. Keeny found tha t she lacked personal enthusiasm and eagerness
for the task of rehabilitating Itallans, she and we were convinced
that she had better remain with the Yugo-Slavian mission,

On the 15th we were taken by Dr. Landsberg, Italian educated, but
now in U,S.P.H.S8. for an inspection trip to Frascati, where we saw
at first hand the devastation of homes and churches, on the hills
which gave military command of Rome from the west. Neverthecless we
ate our sandwiches at an operating sidewalk restaurant, and our con-
versation (Landsberg's) brought delicious artichokes coocked in deep
oll, as well as Frascati. That evening we heard ilr. Keeny, chief of
the Mission explain UNRRA in Italy to a crowd of Allied officers at
the L.R.C, bull session. It is evident that many army men have
llttle understanding of the program or needs,

On the 16th, at a conference of the various department heads in this
staff of some 60 people we laid our program down in detall, with
much understanding and real cooperation from the othcrs. It was
evident to us that more cars would be required, and request for a
sedan and a station wagon was made at once by mail, Mr, Keeny con-
sented at once to call the balance of the team forward, Today, 4
weeks later, we are still walting to hear when they will come. We
had assigned to us a 3rd year student of engineering, former lieu-
téenant in the Italian army, as Interpreter., He does well.

Guarters are in the Hotel Esperia, where the staff, and others in
similar work, have a comfortable mcss ang quarters, that helps us
get acquainted. I have had over s few weeks threc different British
transients as room-mates. I find it adas much to the interest and
understanding. The interchange of ideas between the two groups
might well be greater. Mr. Contini has Just arrived, bringing word
that Salvemini had published in the U.S.A. an attack on our program,
asking why take an experiment to Italy, when the money could better
be spent on food., For relaxation we have on 6 evenlings per week the
opportunity to attend the fine opera which is two minutes walk from
the hotel. Performances are magnificent in every way. Beginning at
5130, we can have dinner after the opera.

On the 18th we¢ began our contacts with the Eastman Dental Clinic,
which we found operating in scmewhat reduced fashion, not badly
demaged, and doing a splendid job in plastic surgery. The 19th

found me squipped with a card to the FX, even though I needed little
save soap. But the rations of cigarcttes and gum are the most useful
tips and rewards. Imagine glving an adequate tip with 1 cilgarette,
and getting beams of happiness with "molto grazie" for 3 after a jeep
driver has done us a nice favor,
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Dr. Stebbins had called on lMaj, Gen, Stayer in Caserta, and this day
he and Col. Perrin Long ceme to Rome, inviting Stebbins and re to
dinner, where we chatted long about our program.

On the 20th, I began a series of hours of working with Lt. Col. Butler
anC with lcQueeney and Metcorf on the rcvision of the code for re-
cording nutritional diagnostic findings. The numbers as included

are to remain with their previocus significance, but we are adding
further detalls, and supplying exact details for eyes and mouth by

& decimal scheme,

On the 21st, Lt. Col. Charles J. Birt, my friend now with 4,C., came
in from his post farther north. With him I called on Brig. Parkin-
son, the medical man at command of A.C. and found a fine attitude.

1 also met Col. Carlton Washburn, Educational SubCormission, who
had helpful ideas. Calls were made on Ambassador Kirk, who was
cordially helpful, and we attended an informal conference with
Myron Taylor, on the matters of food and clothing relief for Italy.
Our program was presented, and we were assured of an opportunity to
contact Monscignor Carroll, Secy. to the Pcpe. He has promised
letters to the bishops where we wish to work.

On the 22nd we began interviews with Italian deectors, students, ete,
to make up our teams. The process is continuing, although the first
team for Stebbins tuberculcsis work is now secured, partly trained,
and will begin work liay 21 at Fondi.

On the 23rd, I found that there is a double type of approach to
nutrition, for in the welfare section of UNRRA there are Misses Suc
Sadow (U.S.4,) and Marjorie Bailey (U.K.) who arec doing much in the
ficld of fecding for large groups. These women are practical
dietitians. There is some difference in points of view, and the
rationalization of the methods -i.e. food for large groups or food
according toc medical determination of individual need is still being
discussed but requires sn overall and well coordinated approach.
Food 1s beginning to move, in part due to iiss Sadow's personal
determination and energy.

On the 24th, Stebbins and I called on idr., Solimena, the lawyer who 1s
in control of public hedlth, and he gave us assurances of coopera-
tion in the introductions we necd to nis men down the ladder of hier-
archy. He had for us the recplies on the matter of detailod medical

determination of food nceds, prepared by Italian physicians, which
are encouraging in that they plan on physical criteria for diagnosis,
and arc a good basis for the discussions which MeQueeney and Metcoff
hope to undertakec. There is much time being lost in these matters,

I fear,

The Ford sedan has arrived, but could not be unloaded at Naples since
it was down aniong the sugar and cod fish which had to come off the
boat at Leghorn, where the docks were ample for storage. So I went
oy truck 200 miles to Leghorn, and claimed the Ford which is still
the envy of every one from chief of mission to G.I. Joes along the
road. We have done some 2500 miles of inspecting Italy in 18 days
since. I was just naughty enough to try the car out on a trip to
Pisa (climbed the tower) and Florence before returning to Rome. I
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was quickly taught how one "scrounges" for whatever he needs in the
way of supplies and service, all of it covered by formal provision.

On the 29th, we attended a farewell party at a local camp for
refugecs, where the Friends staff were ceparting for a new project
farther north, It was interesting to see how nicely dressed the
refugees looked in the clothes sent to them. We participated in
their dance, That same Sunday I met the team of 3 ministers sent
out by the Federal Council of Churches, to arrange aid to Italy,
and with them attended the Waldensian (Protestant) church in Rome.
This contact has been of help, and also put us in contact with the
groups scattered about this country which have been long known as
quietly but firmly anti-fadcist as well as champions of religious
liberty. They do not complain of religicus persecution.

On the 30th, we tock Dr. Canaperia, of the Public Health service of
Italy, on a trip to inspect Fondi and Ponteccrvo, in the devastated
arca south. Here we arranged two places, with hospitals repaired
enough to be of use to us, In which the surveys will begin next

weeks Dr. Canaperia is helpful, talks a good English. We saw a saip
line in operation at Fondi, with sick children coming to get their
onc daily supplement, provided by the Lmerican Relicf to Italy, but
very inadequate.

May 1, we had the fortune to find Dr. Valiani, a woman nearly through
her course for the M.D. and already & Ph.D. in Anthropology. She
will work with us for the year, I believe, and give us some trained
help at measurements.

It became evident that if we are to continue the photofluorcgraphic
work beyond July 1 we shall have to rehabilitate the Italian appara-
tus, which is good, and of which therc¢ are many units. We will be
given two, so that by "cannibalization" we can make one complete cne
for our continued use. To do this we must have from the {U.S.A. at
once a speclal Morgan timer and the camera, both not available over
here. These have been sent for. They will make possible our work,
and will represent a fine contribution to the Italians after we
retreat.

I secured a conference with lir. Hazen and liss Passerina, at A.C.,
on the matters of soya bean culture and consumption in Italy. There
are ldeas about that this bean is not cuited for culture or consump-
tion here. I think we will have to plan a program to overccome the
prejudices,

May 5 I attended a survey in a school, ages 5 to 14, and saw how the
team examines the children for deflclency disease. The children
were usually clean, showed little trouble except rickets, This was
of the "old" variety, due to inadequate prevention beforc Italy was
in the war., There is little serious underwelght to be seen., The
Italian doctors who complain of this are accustomed to fatter chil-
dren than we are in U.S.A.

Dr. Stebbins drove to Naples, stopping at Fondi to secure houses to
quartcr the team while at work. It will be necessary to cbtain mili-
tary permit to install electric connections, and also we must send

a truck to Leccee to secure beds, ete, for the team of 15.
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On liay 4, we submitted a budget for the two teams for the 3rd quarter
of the year, The Italian sonnel will be pald from the Lira
provided by the Italian government, releasing the Service
tce funds for cars and equipment necded.
we took McQueeney and Metcoff to cross tne Appenines and see
ospital and foundling home in Chieti. This city cf 25000 is
on o hill necer the Adriatic, has suffered no milltary destruc-
tion. here was no enthusiasm of the local provinical doctor for
our survey there, The foundling home showed us nuch active rickets
in infants, who & re in the carc of nuns, supervised by a pedla-
trician, but who never get any direct sunlight, which would complete-~
ly prevent or cure the rickets. I am starting an effort to get the
professor of pediatrics in Rome to put some new effort into teaching
the Italian nurses and mothers the need for dircct sun trcatment.
He has a number of intercsting alibis, such as the intense 1light
here, the low ultraviclet volue in the north, the lack of colive cil
tc store the skin with ergosterol, the advantages cof sunlight at
the sea shore, not available becsusc of military security in recent
years. We are thercfore attempting an educational campaign.

On May 6, 1 attended a tasting party at a local hospital, organlzed
by Dr. Fileti, the pediatrician who has made herself the only teacher
of dietitians in Italy. She is really good. Her big-wig officlals
came, and saw how UNRRA foods can be made palatable. Now, cnly 8
days later, there is mceting here a 4 cday session cf the nurses from
two agencies that provide public health nursing for a region extend-

ing across the peninsula, and from Neples to well north of Rome.
These nurses are being instructed in recipes for UNERa foods, and
being indoctrinated, I think it really excellent. I secured per-
mission to introduce my rickets point into the discussion UTomorrow,

after the Prof., of pedistrics, Frontali, has talkcd., He 1is friendly
and will accept the suggestions, as ncdified.

May 7 saw Stebbins and me off with 3 cthers of the mission, to visit
Leghorn, Florence, and we easily gct to Bologna, then on €O Milan
and saw Como and the Lake Maggicre. At Varese we found a good small
industrial coummunity, surrounded by good agricultural country, with-
out significant mllitary demage, where we nhave arranged to conduct

a survey very soon. This 1s being requested by Ccl. Bisozzero, med-
ical man in the A.M.G. The north locks well fed, bectter dressed,
has less inflation, and we do not believe there is adequate reason
why the intensive study for the year shculd be there. We had some
good contact with the civilian population in and about Varese, thanks
to the contacts with the ministers, whom we met again in Milan, and
who got us in touch with the local doctor. Conversation with him
gave us assurance of relatively little food need. In kilan we had a
contact with one of Dr. Fileti's trained dietitians, who assured us
she can get enough milk, eggs, anc vegetables for her 1700 bed hos-
pital, Her only shortage is cercals., Ve returned via Genoa and the
Riviera. Roally the scenery of this peninsula is such a ccnstantly
changing pancrama cof mountain, sea, plain, and variec crops, that
travel is a delightful privilege combined with our inspection and
search for places that need cur attention.

May 15 Elmer L, Sevringhaus




-

Rochester 3




SEIENTIFIC CO-DIRECTORS
ELMER L. SEVRINGHAUS, M.D.

MAURICE B. VISSCHER, M. D

THE ITALIAN MEDICAL NUTRITION MISSION

UNITARIAN SER E COMMITTEE

STREET, 3 B, MASSACHI

CONGREGATIONAL-CHR AR ERVICE COMMITTEE

9 4TH AVEN

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION







Report of Firs t Month of Italian Medaical butrition lission.

* Bril 13. On first day .headquarters we attended a co L g‘:;:i by Col. Keekie
with Mr. Solimena, Minister of the Interior's chief of PU0lic Health, attended by
numerous medicsl advisers, including Dr. Bergaui, high commis&ioner for food, amd
Dr. Canaperia, the one most interested in tuberculosis. The decision of the meetizg,

sought by Col. Reekie,was in favor of the medical determination of which mothers
children deserve supplementsl food from UNRRA stores. The Italiane were to pre !
a detailed plan. B oL

The next day we began interviews with Miss Elizebeth Gardiner who had come{™ip
San Spirito, to discuss joining our mission. After Mr. Keeney found that she 15€}
personal enthusiasm and eagerness for the task of rehsbilitating ltalians, shef 'sd
we were convinced that she had better remain with the Yugo-Slavian mission.

On the 15th we were taken by Dr. Landsberg, Italian educated, but now in U.S.P.H.S.
for an inspection trip to Frascati, where we saw at first hand the devastation of
homes and churches, on the hills which gave military commend of Home from the west.
Nevertheless we ate our sandwiches at an opersting sidewalk restaurant, a nd our
conversation(Landsberg's) brought delicigus artichokes cooked in deep cil, as well
as Frascati. That evening we heard Mr. Seeny, shief of the Mission explain UNRRA in
Italy to & crowd of Allied officers at the A.R.C. bull session. It is evident that
many army men have little understanding of the program or needs.

On the 1lé6th, at a conference of the various department heads in this gtaff of
some 60 people we laid our program down in detail, with much understanding and real
cooperationy from the others. It was evident to us that more cars would be required,
and reguest for a sedan and a station wagon was made at once by mail. Mr. Keeny con-
gented at once to call the balance of the team forward. Today, 4 weeks later, we are
still weiting to hear when they will come. e had assigned to us a 3rd year student
of engineering, former lieutenant in the Ttalian army, as interpreter. He does well.

Quarters are in the Hotel Lsperia, where the staff, and others in similar work,
have a comfortable mess and quarters, that helps us get acquainted. I have had over
a few weeks three different British transients as room-mates. I find it adds much to
the interest and understanding, The interchange of ideas between the two groups might
well be greater. Mr. Contini has just arrived, bringing word that Salvemini had pub-
1ished in the U.S .4 . an attack on our program, asking why teke an experiment to
Italy, when the money could better be speni on food. For relaxation we have on 6
evenings per week the opportunity to attend the fine opera which is two minutes walk
from the hotel. Performances are magnificent in every way. Beglmning at 5:30, we can
have dinner after the opera.

On the 1%th we began our contacts with the Eastman Dental Clinic, which we found
operating in somewhat reduced fashion, mnot badly damaged, and doing a splendid job
in plastic surgery. The 19th found me equipped with a card to the PX, even thougn
I needed little save soap. But the rations of cigarettes and gum are the most useful
tips and rewards. Imagine giving an adequate tip with 1 cigarette, and getting beams
of happiness with "molto gmazie" for 3 after a jeep driver has done us & nice favor.

Dr. Stebbins had called on Maj. Gen. Stayer in Caserta, and this day he and Col,
Perrin Long came to Eome, inviting Stebbins and me to dinner, where we chatted long
about our program.

On the 20th I begen a series of hours of working with Lt. Col., Butler, and with
MicQueeney and Metcoff on the revision of the eode for recording nutritional diagnostic

findings. The numbers as included are to remain with their previous significance,
but we are adding further details, and sipplying exact detalls for eyes and mouth by
a decimal scheme.

On the 21st Lt. Col. Charles J. Birt, my friend now with A.C., came in from his
post farther north. With him I called on Brig. Parkinson, the medical man at command
of A.C. and found a fine attitude. I also met Col. Carlton Wgshburn, Educational
Subcomuission, who had helpful ideas. Calls were made on Ambassador Kirk, who was
derdially helpful, and we attended an informal conference with Myron Taylor, on the
matters of food snd clothing relief for Italy. Our progtam was presented, and we
were assured of an opportunity to contact Momseignor Carroll, Secy. to the Pope.

He has promised letters to the bishops where we wish to work.
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0:1‘ the 22nd we began inte"lews with Italian doctors, stugts, etc. to make up our
teams. The process is continuing, although the first team for Stebbins tuberculosis
work is now secured, partly trained, and will begin work Msy 21 at Fondi.

Un the 23rd I found that there is a double type of approach to nutrition, for in
the welfare section of UNRRA there are Wisses Sue Sadaw (U.S .4 ) and Marjorie Bailey
(U.X.) who are doing much in the field of feeding for large groups. These women are
practical distitians. There is some difference in points of view, and the rationali-
zation of the methods-i.e. food for large groups or food according to medical determi-
nation of individual need is still being discussed but requires an overall and well
coordinated approach. Food is beginning to move, in part due to Miss Sadow's personal
determination and energy.

On the 24th Stebbins and I called on HNr. Solimena, the lawyer who is in control of
public health, and he gave us assurances of cooperation in the introductions we need
to his men down the ladder of hierarchy. He had for us the replies on the matter of
detailed medical determination of food needs, prepared by Italian physicians, which
are encouraging in that they plan on physical criteria for diagnosis, and are a good
basis for the discussions which licQueeney and Metcoff hope to undertske. Theére is much
time being lost in these matters, I fear.

The Ford sedan has arrived, but could not be unloa ded at Naples since it was
down among the sugar and cod fish which had to come off the boat at Leghorn, where the
docks were ample for storage. So I went by truck 200 miles to Leghorn, and claimed the
Ford which is still the envy of every one from chief of mission to G.I.Joeg along the
road. We have done some 2500 miles of inspecting Italy in 18 days since. I was just
naughty enough to try the car out on a trip to Pisa(climbed the tower) and florence
before returning to Rome. I was quickly taught how one "scrounges" for whatever he
needs in the way of supplies and service, all of it covered by formal provision.

On the 29th we attedded a farewell party at a local camp for refugees, where the
Friends staff were deperting for a new project farther north. It was interesting to
see how nicely dressed the refugees looked in the clothes sent to them. We participated
in their dance. That same Sunday I met the team of 3 ministers sent out by the Federal;
Council of Uhurches, to arrange aid to Itsly, and with them attended the "aldensian
(Protestant) church in Rome. This contact has been of help, and also put us in contact
with the groups scattered sbout this country which have been long known as gquietly
but firmly anti-fascist as well as champions of rellgious liberty. They do not complain
of religious persecution.

On the 30th we took Dr. Canaperia, of the Public Health service of Italy, on a trip
to inspect Fondi and Pontecorvo, in the devassated area south. Here we arranged two
places, with hosputals repaired enough to be of use to us, in which the surveys will
begin next week. Dr. “anaperia is helpful, talks a good English. We saw a soup line
in operation at Fondi, with sick children coming to get their one daily supplement,
provided by the American Relief to Italy, but very inadequate.

Mey 1 we had the fortune to find Dr. Valiani, a woman nearly through her course
for the M.D. and already a Ph.D. in Anthropology. She will work with us for the year,

I believe, and give us some trained help at measurements.

It became evident that if we are to continue the photofluorographic work beyond
July 1 we shall have to rehabilitate the Ttalien apparetus, which is good, and of wheih
there are many units. We will be given two, s0 that by "camnibalization"we can make
one complete one for our continued use. To do this we must have from the U.S .A ., at
once a special Morgan timer and the samera, both not svailsble over here. These have
been sent for. ‘hay will make possible our work, and will represent a fine contribu-
tion to the Italians after we retreat.

I secured a conference with Mr. Hazen and Miss Passerina, at A.C.,on the matters
of soya bean culture and consumption in Ital .'¥hare & re ideas sbout, that dhis bean
1s not suited for culture or consumption here. I think we will have to plan a program
to overcome the prejudices.
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¢« = May 3 I attended ‘urvey in a school, ages ’o 14, and saw how
the team examines the children for deficiency disease., The children were
usually clean, showed little trouble except rickets. Thie was of the
"01d" variety, due to inadequate prevention before Italy waszin the war,
There is little serious underweight to be seen, The Italian doctors who
complain of this are accustomed to fatter children than are we in U.S5.A,

Dr. Stebbins drove to Naples, stopping at Fondl to secure houses to
gquarter the team while at work. It wlll be nesessary to obtain military
permit to install electric connectlions, and also we must send a truck
to Lecce to secure beds, etc, for the team of 15.

Cn May 4 we submitted a budget for the two teams for the 3rd guarter
of the year, The Italian personnel will be paid from the lLira account,
provided by the Itallan government, rejeasing the Service Committee funds
for cars and equipment needed,

May 5 we took McQueeney and Metcoff to cross the Appenines and see
the hospltal and foundling home in Chieti. This city of 250C0 1is set on
2 hill near the Adriatic, has suffered no military destruction. There

was no enthusiasm of the local provincial doctor for our survey there,

The foundling home showed us much active rickets in infants, who are in
the care of nuns, supervised by a pediatrician, but who never get any
direct sunlight, which would completely prevent or cure the rickets, I

am starting an effort toc get the professor of pediabtrics in Rome to put
some new effort into teaching the Italian nurses and mothers the need

for direct sun treatment. He has a number of interesting alibis, such

as the intense light here, the low ultraviolet value in the north, the
12ck of olive oil to store the skin with ergosterol, the advantages of
sunlight at the sea shore, not avallable because of military security

in recent years. We are therefore attempting an educational campalgn,

On May 6 I attended a tasting party at a local hospital, organized
by Dr. Fileti, the pediatrician who has made herself the only teacher of
dietitlans in Italy. She is really good. Her big-wig officials came, and
saw how UNRRA foods can be made palatable. Now, only SXdays later, there
is meeting here a 4 day session of the nurses from two agencies that proO-
vide public health nursing for a region extending across the peninsula,
and from Naples to well north of Rome. These nurses are being instructed
in recipes for UNRRA foods, and being indoctrinated. I think it really
excellent. I secured permission to introduce my rickets point into the
digcussion tomorrow, after the FProf. of pedistrics, Frontali, has talked.
He 18 friendly, and wlll accept the suggedions, as modified.
May 7 saw Stebblins and me off with 3 others of the mission, to visit

Leghorn, Florence, and we easily got to Bologna, then on to Mjlan and

saw Como and the Lake Maggiore. At Varesé we found a good small industrial
community, surrounded by good agricultural country, without significant
military damage, where we have arranged to conduct a survey very soon,
Thies 1s being requested by Col. Bisozzero, medical man in the A, M,.G.

The north looke well fed, better dressed, has less inflation, and we do
not believe there is adequate reason why the intensive study for the

year should be there, We had some good contact with the civilian popu-
jation in and about Varese, thanks to the contacts with the ministers,
vhom we met again in Milan, and who got us in touech with the local doctor.
conversation with him gave us assurance of relatively little food need.
In “1lan we had a contact with cne of Dr, Fileti's trained dietitians,
who assured us she can get enough milk, eggs, and vegetables for her 1700
bed hospital, Her only shortfage is cereals!

We returned via Genoa and the Riviera., Really the scenery of thils
peninesula ies such a constantly changing panorama of mountain, sea, plain,
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May 15 Elmer L. Sevringhaus
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14 March 1945

Dr., Elmer L. Sevringhaus

State of Wisconsin General Hospital
The University of Wisconsin
Madison 6, Wisconsin

Dear Dr, Sevringhausi

Things seem to be moving rapidly and I will keep you posted on
events as they occur,

1. Mr. Broocks has obtained and registered the car and
tires, and we have obtained the export license. Accordingly, I
wired Mr. Brooks to hold the car in Boston until we notify him
to deliver it to shipside. Our Ocean Shipping Branch is working
on a booking at the present time, and I have every reason to ex-
pect the imminent departure of the car.

2. We are sending today letters to Sontag, Schour, Cuckler,
Kyhos, Hagedorn, Knowlton and Flumerfeld instructing them to apply
immediately for a passport and giving them directions for the
application, I am requesting them to notify me of the date of their
passport applidation and the dates of each of their immunizations,
so that we can prepare the papers necessary for their travel status
ineluding an international vacination certificate,

3, We must prepare an international vacination certificate
for yourself and Mr, Bragg. Dr. Stebbins already has one, For this
purpose I will need to know the dates of each immmigzation you and
¥r, Bragg received, I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Bragg
so that it will be unnecessary for you tc notify him,

L. The target date I have set for transporting the three
of you by air to Italy is the last week in March and if possible be-
fore the first of April, Before plane bookings can be arranged, we
must have your passports and military permits in hand, and this takes
ordinarily fourteen days, Every attempt will be made to speed this
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matter. Dr. Stebbins will be called to active duty on March 26
and ¥r, Bragg has informed me that he will arrive in Washington

on March 22 to take up the numerous details we have left for his
attention. I camnot tell you today when you should arrive in
Washington, It will depend to some extent on the preparation of
the detailed 1ist of supplies and the caring for the mumerous de-
tails which are sure to arise at that time, As soon as we recelve
the invoices and packing lists from you, Dr, Gollan will immediately
get o work on the supplies, A general statement can be made, how-
ever, that you, M¥r. Bragg and Dr, Stebbins will all need to be in
washington when your passports and military permits have been re-
cdmby UNRRA and final arrangements are being made for plane
boo 8,

5, I consider it important for a member of your team
to handle the detall of assembly and transport of your supplies
in cooperation with our Ocesn Shipping Branch, so that someone in
your mission will know the answer to all the details in reference
to your supplies, For that reason Dr. Gollan will work out the
lists with the Ocean Shipping Branch and will attend to the necessary
details, In a week or so, when this work is well under way, we will
make arrangements for Dr, Gollan to visit Dr. Krogman and Dr. Sontag.

With kindest personal regards,

Very sincerely yours,

A. Hughes Bryan, M.D.
Health Division
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Dr. Elmer L. Sevringhaus

State of Wisconsin General Hospital
The University of Wisconsin
Madison 6, Wisconsin

Dear Dr, Sevringhauss

Your letter of March 1 arrived yesterday. In regard to Dr, Gollan's
proposed visit to Chicago to work with Dr. Krogman, we have the
matier in mind and will make arrangements with Dr. Krogman well in
advance of April 15,

In regard to export licenses for your supplies, it is my understanding
that our Bureau of Supply will apply for these, I belisve in most

cases it is not necessary for UNRRA to have export licenses, However,
that matter is within the responsibility of our Bureau of Supply. In
regard to the letter from Du Pont in Wilmington requesting a dock re-
ceipt and permit before delivery to our warehouse, I think we can best
take care of this detail when we are ready to move the supplies to the
warehouse, I note that Du Pont has furnished us with duplicate in-

voices and triplicate packing lists, and I would suggest that you send
us a copy of their letter at the time that you forward.the invoices

and packing lists,

I feel that our last meeting in Washington was a productive one, and
have to report that our cable to kr, Keeny is now on its way.

with kindest personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

A. H‘xh.s Bryan, K.D.
Health Division
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February 20, 1945

MEDICAL DIVISION

Dr. A. Hughes Bryan
UNRRA, Health Division
1344 Connecticut Avenue
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Doctor Bryan:

In reply to your night letter of February 17th about the confusion
incident to some of our supplies arriving at the New York warehouse, let me
explain that I have been sending mimeographed copies of Mr, Dominick's letter
to all the contributors and all those from whom we are purchasing supplies asking
that they hold the packages until I notify them that the date has arrived for
shipment. I do not know who has misunderstood these directions and caused this
confusion. I am accumulating the invoices and packaging lists here and have not
attempted to send them on to you until the batch is essentially complete., Most
of these lists are not yet in and I am today dispatching requests to the firms ask-
ing again for such lists and pointing out the necessity for holding the packages
until word comes that they can be set down in New York 2t the warehouse, So far
I have not instructed anybody to move material away from the manufacturer or
dealer's own warehouse,

It occurred to me that probably one reason why such premature moving of
material may have occurred is that in my reguests to these manufacturers I have
often made it urgent that the materials must be available to us at an early date.
Originally this was in December and on inguiry from some of them I told them that
it would probably occur in early Februeryl, However, 2t no time has any manufac-
turer been given the name of the ware house in New York without having the complete
statement including the information that it should not move until word came from me.

I am planning, as I mentioned last week, to be in Washington for a com-
mittee meeting on February 26, and Dr, Visscher and I plan to stay over for the
27th to confer with you, hoping also to meet Dr. Crabtree, who is reported to be
Just returning from some first-hand contact in Italy,

Anticipating with pleasure the opportunity of another day of discussing
these details with you, I am -

Cordially yours,

8/(% _— VJ—’R‘)\L A_x>a ¥ . a4

Elmer L. Sevringhaus, M.D.







17 Febmuary 1948

ir. Elmer L, Sevringhesus
Dr. Maurice Visscher

Mr, Roymond B, Bragg

Denyr Sirg

Ve have jJust received from Italy o memorendum from o, Keeny dated 20 Januwry,
and one frem Dr, Reakis dated 16 Jenmmry, the contents of which will be of great
interest ond importance for yous

l1¢ I will quote ir, XKeany's memorendum in tot%o. The subjoot of the memorcndum
ie "Cooment on Unitarian Congregutional Nutritiom Stuldy”, and Mp, Keeny says,

"Col. Feekie very properly points out soms practieal Aiffioulties that
this team will have t0 face, I hops that no one will reald into these
remarks, howsver, the implications that we do w0t want the toms, W

0
exphatiecally do.

"ie have asked for £8 gars $0 come over on the firet ship thet carries
UNERA supplies. Mhen these arrive, our situstion will de a lot better,

I agree oompletely with Ool, Reekie, howaver, that the teem should not
como shead of their tramsport. Ye shall do everything we can %o help
them, but the safe thing is for them to bring along their own Sransport.”

We have not yet received word of the signing of the sgreement between UNRRA and
the Italian Oovermment, but heve resson to believe thet it is Lmminent and 1%
19 not unlikely that the word will be received defore Drs, Sevringhsus md
Visscher arrive in Vashington,

2, Dr, Reekie's mamorsadum, which occasioned Mr, Xoeny's noto, is 2 long ome,
and T will sumarize the important points covared,

a) Apparently through the good of fices of Nejor Birt, o colonel who is &
regione)l commissioner of A0 states that he 1s stronsly in faver of having your
project in his distriet., Ur, Neekie discusses this by pointing out that Itely
is at present divided intc three zones or sphores of influence Tmediately
behind the Fifth md Tighth Amy’provinces governed by A, md the region in
quostion is in this mone, To the rear of the AMO provinces, is a sacond 20n0
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ruled by provincisl commissioners, The rest of liberated Italy constitutes the
third zone referred to os "King's Italy”, and it is in this mome that UNRRA
oparates, Thus Heekie points out that there would be a number of compliocstions
in sresnging Cfor MNERA%s service in this military ares, As Drs Sawyer end I
hawe pointed out, declalons of this type rest with our Italinn ¥issiomn, but I
think you should reogerd 1t as fortunate that doth owr Ttalian Mission and the
militery are snxious $o se2 you start your work in Italy,

%) The grester part of Noakie's memorandum discueses transportetion Aif-
fleultion, with the vory stron: recomseniation, slmost & requirement, that
you provide & ecar for your mission. Ye are all asgustomed to disoussing trens-
portation A1fficulties rather zlidly, dut I think 1t is hard for us in this
gountry 4o realize that doth the Italian OCovermment snd its pubdlic health officers
and the TNRRA Mission are tied to their offices in the large centers by their
1agk of transportetion, end heve very little Imowledge of conditions about the
gountry, A letter from our chief nurse states that she finds that the Italian
publie health nurses know very little sbout the conditions in their regions, since
they have heen unable to visit them for some Sime, Neokie is very emphatie
that we (both the mission snd yourselves) should mot look to the military for aid
in transportetion sinee the militery has assigned their trenaport on a table of
orgenization, and never have more than they need, and froquantly have lass, :

Reekle points out that 1t will be necessery for his officers to get

londs from the Department of Nealth snd to go with them to tho provinses in order
to loaate a suitable field for you to work in and to promote the acceptance of
ths loes]l orgenisetions, I sm informed that the 25 gurs mentioned in Heeny's
memovandum heve loft the country, or are about to do so, so that there will
soon be sn opportunity to eerry on the field work necessary for finding & loene
tion for your work,

@) Reekis goss on to snewer specific questions ralsed in my leSter of 8
Jamusry, feekies sees no complicstion in regerd to your use of the photo=
fluovogrephic unit, providing your demends for its trangportution do not exceed
the possibilities in this matters He states that they have orderod aine Ammy
portable weray outfits and thet he delioves 1% will de poesible to have one
assimmed to the region whare you sre working, %o be used by your group end the
other heslth groups in that area, Ne reooumends that you provide yourselves
with a dental eone and smple supyly of demtal films, since Italians do not
do rush dental xeray work,

The sloctris current in Italy ia 110820 wolts, altemate type, tut
s Jeet %o considersble surging, The filamente of Italian light bulbs arve
constructed to withstand these surgings, but /mericen light bulbs have a very
ghort ntc.huouhvmmianttomﬂgur-mhtcrormtmio
protect any equipment thet will not stand high voltase peaks, Thie would aprly
particulsrly to your phote-flood lighting.

The Italisns do not use w-ray tecinicians, this work belng done by the
physicisns themselves, and by the salosnen of the equipment fiyms, Reekie
advises you to bdring your incudator, refrigerator or autoslave if needed, mnd
the refrigerator should be of = kercsens type,

In regard to ny Juesation about the feeding program, vhether the food
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would be given t0 families for preparation in their home, or vhether mass feede
ing operations would be amployed, Reskie states thot these matiers heve yaot
to be deoided, and that probably both methods would be used,

d4) Reeokie msukes a number of reomarks in regerd 0 the mutritional status
of Iteliens in the lizht of the observations he has mede. I wish to report
faithfully his stetements, but I do think that it should bde rasanbored that
lack of transportution has mede it impossible Zor Neekis und MeSceff o sped-
ifically seek cut areas where malmutrition may be more serious, Roekie states
that there axe plenty of peopls in Italy whe have been hungry for & long time,
but that the kind of starvation thet existed in Poland end Russis in the last
war will not be found, The ehiefl signs of mslnutrition "y, NMetScoff has found
in the Rome ares consisted of an apparent increase in rickets, The middles
elass living on fixed incomes have suffered more than the rich, who cen afford
black market prices or the poor who have received supplementery feeding dy a
suber of sgenciess At this point My, Keeny makes 2z annotation to the effeot
that these special kitchens recched less than a million of the whole popula-
tion, As I mentioned sbove, I think thet further excursions into the riasld
will roveal regions of malmutrition suitable for your study,

In another ccumnieation I have noted that Teekie proposes that his
first four publis health distriets will have their hecdquartors in Rome, Woples,
Sieily end Sardinia, and it is possidle thet in Sieily or Serdinia, or in the
southern part of the Italian boot conditions are more Unfayorable due to the
lagk of supplementery feeding of the $ype msationed by loakis and Mr, Eseny,

AS any rute the reports from Orcese and from Belgius and France sound very
much like Reskie’s remarks om Italy, The extreme melmutrition expected by
everyone has not become spparent and a matter of racord se far,

S I will answer Dr. Sevrinshaus® lstter ia full detuil at o later time, dut
I do wish t0 commont sbout the sssignuent of Dr, Gollan, I was happy to note
from Dre Sevringhsus?® letter thet the grouwp finds Dr, OGollan acgepbadle and I
wich t0 report that he is very entimaisstie about the possidbility of working
with you, A short lotter of agreanont between UNERA and the two voluntery
agencies establishing the prineiple Shat the sgencies will xeimburse us for
his salary is alearing our office the first of next weok, mné we have svory
intention of asseignincg him o you if that is your wish,

A dsy or 20 ago Ire Iuigd Iussetti, on Italisn-dmericsn pediatrician, who spent
some time in Minnesota with v, Momerrie, and who staten ho knows Dr, Visscher
was in the office and 1% eppesrod that Le woull de interested in working with
group. I suggested that he write Drr, Visscher, Just iu caee scme change
the Collan sssigmment wes contemplated, inammech 2s I had not ye
s Sevringhsus, However, I wish to make it slear that we have
ty to Gollan and do not wish %o withdrew it as Gollan is
in the opportunity to work with your group.

to note that Urs, Sevringhsus snd Visscher will de in
27%h of this month end I would stromgly urge thet Mr, Progg
. visit at that time, since there will ho a muber of important
ins to oonsider, At that time we should dvaw up & esble to fome ine
¥r, Kseny of the personnol $o be ocalled forword and the ecmparative
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16 Yebrusary

Dr., Elmer L, Seveinghsus
Wisconsin General Hospital
Madison, Wisconsin

esr Dr, Sevringhaust

1 &am enclosing the mimeogrephed

matérial on our field work in medical mutrition,

which you requested in your letter of 13 Febmuary.

Sincerely yours,

ls Hughes Bryan,
Health Division




Dr, Zlmer L. Sevringhams

The University of Wisconsin

State of Wiseconsin Ceneral Hospital
Madison 6, Wiseonsin

Dear Dr, Sevringheus:

I em taking the cceasion of Nr, Gollan's conference with you to send yom
some informetion about various points reised in our recent correspondence.

1.
2,

Dr. Gollan is bringing with him a vial of plague wacecine,

In refeorence to Dr, Gollan's service with your projeet, the follom-
ing steps have been tukem: A letter of agreement has been drawn up
by cur Ceneral Counsel to be submitted to Mr, Joy snd Mr, Flint in
the same manner as the previcus letter of acreement. This letter
establishes the principal thet we will loan you CGollan and you will
reimburse us for his salery. The letter is now being eleared through
the various divisions in UNRRA and should be dispatehed to ¥r. Joy
and ¥r. Flint early next week for their concurrences.

I assume that after your conference with Gollan, you will be able to
let me know definitely whether you wish to heve him as a member of
your projeet, I raise the point since his service has been requested
in Italy for another esssigmment, After some consideration, I felt
it would be better for Collan to postvone his trip to Chicago until
we are quite sure that he will be & memder of your project.

In reference to the activation of Dr. Stebbins' commission in the
Publie Health Service, we need to know whether New York City will
continue to pay his salary during his fisld service or whether the
Unitarian and Congregation Servive Committees will pay him, If the
latter is the case, we would probably handle it in the same way we
are handling Dr, Gollan's assigmment. You see when a FPublic Health
Service officer is put on sctive duty, definite arrangements have to
be made about his pay.

In regard to I-ray film, the situation is as follows: 7T am informed
that the Office of Civilian Requirements is turmning down your appli-
cation for a priority for X-ray film on the grourds that it is their
poliey not to grant priorities on items for export unless they are
charged to the allocations of either the Foreign Economic Administra-
tion or UNRRA, X-ray film is extremely tight during this quarter




Dr. E, L. Sevringheus -2 10 February 1945

and our requested allocstion of X-ray film has been reduced by 75%.
T shell now bring the matter to the attention of our Bureeu of
Supply in order Yo see what help we can efford you in obtaining
film, In the meantime I have been informed by both OCR and our
Buresu of Supplies that X-ray film can be obtained on the market
without priority in small emounts, and that over a period of time
you might be able to buy your total needs,

In regard to the alecohol, please let me know the decision of the
Aleohol Tex Division, It would, of course, be better for you to
ship your own alcchol, but as a matter of fact, we have a rather
large amount going to Italy as part of our medical supplies, and
it is possible that Reekie would let you have your needs perhaps
on & reimbursesble basis. Let us first leern, however, whether
you will be able to provide it yourself,

Floase inform Dr., Schour that I really do expect to provide him with
the specifications of our Demtal Unit in the next few days, 1 appre-
ciate that I have advised him in these words several times in recent
weeks, tut I believe I am at last getting some action, Flease tell
Dr, Sontag that I have obtained from the Picker Company specifications
of the Army Mobile Field Unit which I will mail to him immediately
upon receipt.

You mey rest sssured that I will notify you immediately of any news
in reference to the asgreament between the UNRRA Ttalian Mission and
the Itelian Govermment, or in reference to the probable date your
personnel will bve called forward.

With kindest personal regards,

Singerely yours,

;}\. H.U.gheﬂ Bl'y'!.'tl. !'Il Dl
Health Division
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WAR PRODUCTION BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. C.

February 14, 1945 N LY R O
WPB Dept. 1250

Dr- A- H an . j
Health Division B L
United Nations Relief & Rehabilitation ﬁdministrati
134/ Connecticut Avemue, N.W.

Washington, D. C.

Dear Dr. Bryan:

This is a copy of the letter which we sent”
to Dr. Sevringhaus last Saturday denying his application
for x-ray film. Perhaps it will be of some assistance
to you in trying to convert UNRRA to your way of thinking.
Good luck,

Verv sincerely yours,

%yﬁ ﬁ/m

Ruth Blassberg 77

Surgical & Accessory Health Supplies Section
Chemicals, Drugs and Health Supplies Division
Office of Civilian Regquirements

Enclosure




Dr. Elmer I. Sevringhaus
1300 University Avemue
Madisen 6, Wisconsin

In re WFB 541 application, WFB case §60 453 p

Dr. Sevringhauss <

Your application requesting priority assistance for x-ray film
denied because the official policy of the 0ffice of Civilian Require-
does not permit assistance for any commodity to be used overseas

the domestic civilian stock is in short supply.

Although we recognise the walue of the project you are under-
1ike to make the film available to you, we are nevertheless
tion of protecting the supply of film allotted to civilians
diversion to non-civilian, non-domestic use. Therefore we have
ted officials of both the Fareign Zconomic Adninistration and the
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration in an effert to
them to supply the film you need ocut of their allotmenis. HNelther
up to this time indicated a desire to comply with our suggestien.

Toasmuch as hospitals throughout the country have reported teo
t they are experiencing difficulties in obtaining sufficlent quantities
ray filn, we camnot permit any portion of cur civilian allotment, how-
small, to be authorised for overseas shimment. We do feel, however,
t because your research is belng sponscored by UNRRA, you are Justified
in requesting a part of their allotment if you canmot procure the necessary
emount on the open market,

¥e regret heving to deny your apolicetion, and we trust that the
agency sponsoring your project will assume responsibility fer supplying the

necessary film,




Dre Elmer L. Sevringhaus
Wisconsin Ceneral Hospital
Madison, Wisconsin

Dear r, Sevringhausg
This letter will reply to your two letters of 26 January,

1. I have no heaitation in recomending Dr. Gollan from the point of view
of his personality, eand I am sure that you and your group will fird him a
most agreeable person. I note that Dr., Fertig will not be able to go to
Europe due %0 his brief leave of sbsence, and that when arrangements are
campleted for Dr., Gollan's services, your list of personnel will be complete.

2, I am at present clearing through the various headquarter®s divisions of
UNRRA & letter of agreement enabling us to assign Dr. Gollan to your projeect

and t$0 receive & reimbursement for his salary. When this agreement has been
approved at headquarters and has received the approval of the Fublic Health Ser-
vice, we will forward it to Mr, Joy amd Mr, Flint, T am sorry that in quoting
Dr. Gollan's salary to you I forgot to statos that an officer overseas receives
en additional 10 per cent of his base pay. In Dr, Gollan's case this amounts

to §300 a year in addition to the $5026,50, which T mentioned in my letter.

Se We are making arrangements for Dr, Gollan to attend the conference in
Yellow Springs, Chio with yourself, Dr. Sontag, Dr, Stebbins, Dr. Schour and D,
Fertig,

4. I have sent Dr, Stebbins a copy of the nutrition agsessment card as
you requested, '

Se Dr. Gollan will bring the vial of plague vaceine with him to the confer-
ence.

6o Vord has not yet been received that the Italian Covermment has signed
an agreement with UNRRA, The latest informetion wae that Mr, Keeny was having
a conference this week with all the prineipal ministries involved in the
agreement so that we may hope for definite word in the not too distant future,

7 In reference to the memorandum froam Mr, Dominick to me concerning the
ghimment of your supplies, I interpret paragraph 3 to mean that you should




Dy, Elmer L. Sevringhaus 31 Jenuary 1945

supply the Ocean Shippin Branch with the necessary informetion about the
goods ready to be shipped to the warehouse two weeks before the transfer
of the goods to the warehouse. I have ealled the attention of the Ocean

Shippinz Branch to the fact that your nsme is not Wilmer A. Sevringhous,

#ith kindest personal Tegards,

Sincerely yours,

A, Huzhes Bryan,
Health Division




THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN f

STATE OF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL
MADISON B

January 26, 1945

MEDICAL DIVISION |
4
N .
Dr. A. Hughes Bryan ~,

: 5“4 ‘C}'G]
URRRA, ,Health Division ] "‘7?, 945

1344 Connecticut Avenue : (LN%3 “78
Washington 25, D, C. TRq TTon

Deer Doctor Bryan:

In reply to your telegram and letter of Jamuary 23rd about Dr. Gollan
let me report as follows: While in Cincinnati on the 24th I talked to Dr. He&d!
and his four senior residentsj; one of them is a man who would have to be released
from the Army if he were to be made available to us a2nd since thare is so much
difficulty and uncertainty attendant upon this, I think we shzll not attempt this
process at all, The others there would not be available for one rsason or another,
I know of no other young pediatrician whom we can approach. I discussed Dr. Gol-
lan's qualifications with Dr. Sontag and Cr. Visscher and we are agreed that we
would be well advised to accept your suggestion and Dr. Gollan's interest and try
to plan on including him as our junior pediatrician. This is with the assumption
based on your letter that he is an mgreeable sort of person and would fit into the
team, Since you know him and I do not, I think we must rely on your judgment hera.
You have been with the team and know the entire spirit of the venture enough so
thet I have no hesitancy on this matter.

We should like to have Pr. Gollan join with Dr., Sontag, Schour, Stebbins,
Fertig and me in our one=day conference at Yellow Springs, Ohio, on Sunday, February
11th. For thet purpose, let me urge that at once he secure passage on Pennsylvania
train No. 31 out of Washington on the evening of Saturday, the 10th, to Xenia, Chio,
where Dr, Sontag will be meeting Dr. Stebbins and Dr. Pertig who will come from New
York on the same train. The return trip should be arranged with reservations on
Pennsylvania No. 30 from Columbus to Washington. He can get from Xenia to Columbus
on a slightly earlier train at the same time that Stebbins and Fertig lezve. The
earlier train does not carry a YWashington car. Yellow Springs is only 9 miles from
Xenia and Sontag tells me that he will be glad to arrange that meeting.

In preparation for this meeting, may I ask you at once to send a copy of
the UNRRA key~sort card to Dr, Stebbins at the De Lamar Institute of Public Health,
600 West 158th Street, New York, Dr., Stebbins informed me by telephone yesterday
that Dr, Fertig will not be able to go with us to Europe because he can only get
three months total leave and would have to spend two months of this on shipboard.
On the other hand, Dr. Fertig is muck interested and would like to participate in
the preliminary plans of statistical and record type and in the final evaluation
studies, Therefore, we are arranging the conference above referred to but we will
not attempt to take a statistician with us to Europe. It mears that we will then
secure such statistiesl 2id as we czn on the other side. This you will see should
suffice now to make the personnel list = closed list,

You will be interested to know that just after I returned from my last
trip to Washington, Mrs. Birt had 2 letter from Major Birt saying that he had been
in touch with Mr. Keeny and that he hacd been invited to consider accepting the res-
ponsibility for all of the welfare section of UNRRA in Italy. This fits in so per=-
fectly with my desires about Birt's helping that I am very happy about the matter.
I hope that will be consummated béfore I get over there, I have written Birt to

that effect. 51?928
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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
STATE OF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL

MADISON 6

January 26, 1945

MEDICAL DIVISION
Dr, A, Hughes Bryan
UnRRA, Health Division
1344 Connecticut Avenue
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Doctor Bryan:

In reply to yopr letter of January 20th about shipping instructions, let
me ask first of all this is to indicate that we may now begin to ship materials
to the Liberty Freight and Forwarding and Warehouse Company in New York? The letter
does not say specifically whether we should begin to ship or not and I have not in=
structed anybody to do so until I have that word from you. One paragraph would sug=-

gest that we are not ready to ship where it says "A written statement must be sent
to the Ocean Shipping Branch two weeks in advance of the transfer of goods", I am

trying to get that information from the manufacturers but only a smell part of it is
now in,

In the Item 4, they have my name as Wilmer instead of Zlmer and the middle
initial "A" instead of "L", These are small items but it mey be that it ought to be
corrected. I think otherwise the instructions are clear and I will have copies made

to send on to the manufacturers at once, telling them that everything is set except
the d=te on which they may ship,

Sincerely,
égé;xhﬂ,g Zci ‘dEELLLJ;{£y4£LGALo

Elmer L, Sevringhaus, M.D.




30 January 1945

TO: Dr. Sawye r%-

Dr. Dearing

FROM: Dr. Bryanﬂ_ (?‘q//;\]/ - S

The attached letter from Dr. Sevringhaus indicates that the
members of his project would like to have Dr. Gollan as
junior pediatrician, This will involve a financiel arrange-
ment by which the sponsors of this project reimburse UNRRA
for Dr. Gollan's selary and UNRRA in turn will reimburse

the Public Health Service. This would probably involve

a separate contract between UNRRA and the Unitarian Service
Committee and the Congregational Christian Service Committee,
and I believe it would be necessary to await word from
Italy that the project is accepted as part of the Italian
Mission before entering into such a contract.

In the meantime, the immediate problem is whether we are
justified in paying Dr. Gollan's expenses to attend a meet-
ing in Ohio with Drs. Sontag, Schour, Stebbins, Fertig &nd
Sevringhaus on 11 February as outlined in paragraph 2 of
Dr. Sevringhaus' letter.

Please let me have your advice on these matters.

Attachment




30 Jamuary 1945

TOs Dr, Sawyer
Dy. Dearing

FROM: Pr, Pryan

The attached letter from D, S ghous indiestes that the
members of his project would like to have Ir, Gollan as
junior pediatrician, This will involve a financial arrange-
ment by which the sponsors of this project reimburse UNRRA
for Dr. Collan's salery and UNRRA in furn will reimburse

the Public Health Service. This would probabdbly involve

a separate contract between UNRRA and the Unitarian Service
Committee snd the Congregational Christian Service Committee,
and I believe it would be necessary to await word from
Italy that the project is accepted as part cf the Italian
Mission before entering into suoch a contract,

In the mesntime, the immedicte protlem is whether we are
justified in paying Dr. Gollan's expenses %o attend a meet-
ing in Ohio with Drs. Sontag, Schour, gtebbina, Fertig end
Sevringheus on 11 February as outlined in paragrarh 2 of
Dr. Sevringhsus' letter,

Please let me have your advice on thess matiers.

ittachment




27 Januery 1945

Dr. Elmer I, Sevringhsus
Wisconsin Ceneral Hespital
Madison, Wisconsin

Desey Dr. Sevringhsus:
I am enclosing a copy of my letter
to0 Mr., Bragg on the matter of the tentative

tremsportation schedule,

Sincerely yours,

A, Hughes Bryan, M. D.
HBealth Division

AIR MAIL

Enclosure

Seme letter to Dr, Vinscimr and Mr, Joy




23 Jenuary 1945

Dr. Elmer L. Sevringhaus
Wiseonsin Oenersl Hospital
Madison, V“isconsin

Dear Tr. Sevringheust

vhen you were last in this office we discussed the poeition of junior pediatrician
on your project and the aifficulty you were having in obtaining & suitabls ap=-
plicant, At that time 1 mentioned Dr. Frank Gollen and steted thet I would
determine whether he would be interested in such an ansizment, Dr. lollan has
read the correspondence and material referreble to your project and tolls me that
he would be most interested in spending a year with your teem in this ecapacity.

It is my opinion that he would be a very useful toem member end I think you
would find it sdvantageous %o have @ man rether than a woman in this position.
Unfortunstely I am uneble %0 locate Dr. Gollan's applieation blank but I

have obtained the following {nformation from his Tila,

You will probably wish %o disecuss this matter vith your eollongues end perhaps
you will desire additionel information about Dre Dollan's training and experience.
pr. Gollan' has been comissioned in the grade of Surgeon (ecuivalent to Major)

in the U, 8. Publie Health Service snd assignel to mNERA, I believe that we

will be able %o make him available tc your projeet if gou &0 desire, with a
finenciel srrangement by which your sponsors will dopate to UNRRA the amount of
nis salsry, The pay for this grede is $9026,50 a yeer, if you decide you would
1ike to have Dr. Gollan's sorvices, the finencial arrangements will require
d4scussion by your sponsors and our Pureen of Finance end Administration.

1 nave the following {nformation to ofTar sbout N, Gollan,

prank Gollan, naturalized imerican gitizen of Czech mncestyy

Born July 1, 1909

yarried with two children

oradusted University of Prague 1934

Post-graduate work in Francs, Switzerland, Austria and czechoslovakia

commissioned in the Us 8, Public Health Service pecenber 8, 1944 and
assigned to UNRRA




Dre Elmoy L, Sevringh.. s 2 23 January 1945

Dr. Gollan has been practicing pediatrics in Cleveland for the last several
years and has served as research associate with Dr, Harry Goldblat$, Professor
of Experimental Pathology, in his studies on experimental hypertension, Dr.
foldblatt recomended him very highly snd his lettor contains the following
statemant:

*I have known Dr, Collan for the past five years and during

the past four yeaurs he has been assoeiated with me in our
research on experimentel hypertensioni He has proved to be an
honest, diligent, careful and cooperative worker, with original
ideas and great zeal for medical research, He has been with me
only on a part time basis becsuse he practices medicime as a
source of incame, In my opinion, he is an excellent all around
physician, but his- specialty is pediatriecs, In this ficld he has
had excellent training,”

In his original latter asking an sesigmment with UNRRA, De, Gollan wrote as
followss

"I am & naturalized citizen of the United States, of Czech
extraction, snd thirty-four years old, I received my med-
ical education in Turope; Prague, Paris, Viemna, Zurich,
‘msterdnam,

I specialized in Pediatrics with particular regard o in-
fant care and nutritional deficiencies as caused by the
prevailing sanitary conditions in Czechoslovaiis and France,
with the pudblicetion of several scientific papers on those
subjects in French, Czech and Cemman medical periodicals, I
teminated, after four ysars, the research in this field,
During these years I also had the opportunity to gather
wide experience in the control of epidemics 'md contagious
diseases in Czechoslovekie snd France - syphilis and tuber-
culosis,

At present I em the physician of the Bellefair Children's
Home in Cleveland, (hio snd research assistant in Expexr-
imental Pathology im the Department of Dy, Harry Goldblatt
at Western leserve University.

I speak mnd write fluently the following langusges: OZech,
Slovak, French, GCemsn, I understand Polish and Slovenian,
I have travelled repeatedly in Italy, Holland, Yugoslavia,
Pelgium, Frence, Switmerland, Gemmany, Sweden and Demmark,

In Italy, as delegate of Cmechoslovakia to the International
Congross in Pediatrics, 1937, I had the gpportunity to
gnther information sbout Italian Publie Health adninistra-
tion and sanitation,”




evrinshaus

had an opportunity
will be happy %o

may be nocessary.

+ Hughes Bryean,
Feelth Division

Copy to HEAbrems




br. Elmer 1. Sevringh-us
isconsin Cenernl Hospi
fadison, Visconein

Major Frank Gollan, USFHS anxious to be Junior pediatrician your project,

immeil detalls follow.

« s Bryan,

AHBryan/mb
23 jan 45




20 Jaxmery 1945

Dre Elmer L. Sevringhsus
Wisconsin Censral Hospital
Madison, Wisconsin

Dear Dr, Sevringhnusi

I am enclesing & memorandum from Mr, NDominick, Chief of our
Ocean Shipping Branch, outlining in detail the procedure to
be adopted in the shipment of the supplies of your special
mission, I1If you do not wderstand any of these items, I
will atlteampt to cloar them up with the proper authorities.

Under pearagreph 2, the word "Assist" is placed on the outside
of the container to indieate that UNRRA 4s handlins this
ghiyment on an assist basis, Under paragraph 6 the customs
declaration will, I understand, be £illad ocut by our Ocesn
Shipping Eranch,

The OPA relenses mentlioned for tires snd sutomobdiles may or
may not refer to other items you are shipping, an? this
question ean only be decided whem a complete list of your
supplies is avallable, It has to do with the shipment of
goods which are rationed in this country, and thus refers

to somewhet different nrticles from those requiring a priority
from WPB,

Singerely yours,

A, Thughes Bryan, M, D.
Health Division

Enclosure

AIR MAIL




19 Jamuary 1945

Dre. BElmer 1, Sevrinzhaus
Wisconsin General Hospital
Madison, Visconsin

Dear Dr, Sevringhsuss

I am enclosinz a paper prepared by our

Welfare Division which gives a pood deal of back-

ground information on Italy, which I belleve you and

your project members will find of interest,

Sincerely yours,

\s Hughes Pryan, M, D.
Health Division

Seme letter sent to Dr. Visscher and Mr. Bragg.




18 Jemuary 1945

Dr. Mauriee Visscher
University of Minnesota
The Medieel School
Minneapolis, ¥imnesota

Dr. Mmer L, Sevringhaus
iisconsin Ceneral Hospdtal
Madison, "isconsin:

Dear Dr. Visscher snd Dr., Sewringhous:

I em enclosing in this letter & copy of & memorandum to Dre. Sawyer reporting the
results of the meeting in Chicago on 14 Jamuary, I trust you will loock it over
carefully and inform me if I have made any misinterpretations, On page 2, Roman
numerel IV, I have drewn up & tentetive trensportation scheduls snd after dis-
cussing the matter briefly with Dr, Sevringhsus, I arrmged the individuals in the
initiel group in an order of priority which he suggested, Certain points in
reference to this transportation schedule have ocourred to mo and I will pass
them on t¢ you ss suggestions for further consideration,

1. Dr. Visscher might serve as axecutive officer durins his stay in Italy, in
which case it might be advantageous to delay Wr, Bragg's transportation wmtil
v, Viescler is ready to return, 1 made this suggestion with the thought that
i1t will be difficult to arrange for the practiecally simultanecus arrival of five
members of the initial group.

2. It occurred to me that Dr. Sontag might be included in the initial growp,
ginee his leave of absence will probebly be for three months following March )

3. In reference $o & dentist to earry on the therapeutic program, it appears
wise to plan %o use an Italisn dentist since our transportation schedule is more
then full, end since the dental therapeutic progrem is not one of the original
aims of the projeet,

Similarly, with respeet to sn anthropologist, since 'r. Krogmsn cannot serve,
it would appear wise %0 have the Jumior pedistrician make anthropometric measure-
ments on the subjscts of the intemsive study, =nd not plan to transport from this
country an anthropologist. This statement is comtrary to u brief conversation
I had with Dr. Visscher immediately after the meeting, ond is made in view of the
faet that the 1ist of individuals to be tramsported is rather long. I have
writton a letter to Dr. Schour presenting this point of view,
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27 November 1944

nre. "aer 1. Jevringhaus

The University of “isconsin

atate of Viseonsin Nenersl "ospital
wadison €, "isconasin

Near Ty, HSevringhmus:
r, ‘nmthnn refarred to me your letter of 21 November, with the requent that

I reply fo some of your guestions, I belleve that he is clso writing you
a letbter,

The agreement for the estedlistment of your projeet has been sead to Italy for
retification by UMERA's Italinn !Mosion af'ter sonsultation with ths Italian
Covermnont, Ve wAll not be able to offest any fimel arrengements until we
have heard from ¥r, Keeny, Chief of MRRA®s Italisn Vission. THowever, 08

those matters Send %o drag, it is importsat So et as mueh of the preliminery
work done ss possible.

Ye shoul! et and yrocess spplieation blsnke ror ull of your personnel, @
should recaive their physical exsminstions, snl scon therealter we should
start them on their ecurse of imcculations snd have them apply Tor thely
passrortse

1% i sxtrassly difficult to foretell the exmet date om waich wo oan obtain
trensportation for personnel golang oversees, and it 2y be nocessnry o

moke soms adjustments in the schedule of trengportation in reference to

our Ttelisn operations, Ve sye facing & delsy in getting our cwa supplies
over thars, dus to the axtremely tizht shipping situntion shieh has reflorence
in pert %0 the incressed war setivity ia @ estorn “urope ond the Thilippines.

I fully unfergtand how saxious you are to make your plans in relerenoce to your
Yeave of sboames, but I think you cen understand that it 1s 4iffioult for me
to promise in more then cpproximete teyms shem Yo wmd the othey senior rambarg
of the project may de abls %o o %o Itslye I will keep youm gurrsntly ine
formod, and would like %e recoive from you 2 teble of grgonizntion a8 socn o8
you losrn vhethor D, Jomes and others vill e uble %o join the project,

and hove settled on men to Till the veermelione

In regnrd $o supplies, I would advise you $o csleulate on 800 pecple for one
yoor, Sush & shipment might last you o full yoar, =ad would certsinly last
you thires~fourths to omeehall year, I you andertook t6 ctudy more tham 500
peoples e would not advise rolying on transportetion of supplies overy
threo months, Tho questicn of whether any of he suyplies ore perishsble
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1]l Ogtobar 1944

Dy, Elmer L, Sevringhaus
1300 University Avenue
Madison, Wisconsin

enr r. Sevringhaus:

I am enclosing scme mimesogrephod material which deserides the fremework within
which we hope %o set up mutrition surveys in the Balkan subregion and possidbly
in other sreas in which UNRRA may operate. It has ocourred to me that this
muterial would not only be of interest to you, but might alsc be useful in
formulating your plans for a special study, It would be highly desireble %o
have nutrition assesamentes sufficiently standardized so that the results would
be more or less comparable,

I appreciste that the study you propose is of a specinl and more detalled
nature than the surveys we are plamning, but it is nevertheloss possible that
thot pert of your study which is compareble to ours might be reported on a
gimilar basis.

I very much enjoyed meeting you ond Drse Visscher, Keys, Mequarrie, Brekhus,
end My, Brege in Mimnespolis the dey before yeoterday and am awaiting the write-
up of your plans which were formulated at that time,

It cocurred to me, after I left Minneapolis, that it would be highly desirable
to have on file, & brief deseription of the realimentation atudy, which you
propose to make, as I belleve Dre Reekie would 1ike to oaryy & copy of such a
statement to Italy with him, and copies should be sent %o various other
officers of UNRRA providing final errangements are made for your study. Sueh
o statement need mot be leng, but should define rather clearly the type of
Maad’mathntmmmotom

One of our mutrition officers has called o my cttention the possible importance
of making studies of plasma and blood volume in undernourished people and
stetes that exporiments in animals indicste & drep in blood volume &8 a result
of malnutrition which precedes sny cheange in the hematoerit or plasma protein
concentration in the dlood, This officer calls attention to the fact that Dry




s Elmer 1. Sevringhsus

Oregersen, I'rofessor of yoielogsy, ot Columbis University, heas developed a
4

suitable portabls kit for detemmining blood wolume. 1 am wondering whothey

you and your group would eomsider such studies of importance in your work,

ith kindest personal regnrds,

nolosures 2
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.vns UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
STATE CF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL
MADISON 6

December 9, 1944

MEDICAL DIVISION

0
Dr. A. HughesBryan Ecz‘em
Health Division, UNRRA
1344 Connecticut Avenue
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Doctor Bryan:

There are several questions thet I should like best of all to discuss
with you and Dr. Sawyer in person but it seems rather impractical in scveral ways
to come into Washington at this time., May I request, therefore, that as a substi-
tute you call me by telephone on Tuesday afternoon, the 12th, between 2 and 3 P.M.,
Washington time. I will make it a point to be available at my office desk in the
hospital which can be reached by phone, Fairchild 3600, during that hour. I hope
it can be arranged so that you and Dr. Sawyer can each have a telephone in hand on
the same connection when we talk,

One of the items most urgent on my agenda is an understanding about avail-
ability of x-ray equipment in whatever center is chosen for our work in Italy. Do
you have any information as to the present x-ray equipment ir the Italian civilian
hospitals? If not, does it scem possible that you could get that in order to en=
able us to make a decision before we ship our supplies and start on the mission?

If not, will it be necessary for us to order an adeguate x-ray equipment as a part
of the equipment that we are going to ship to Italy for our use? A letter from

Dr. Schour tells me that he has mentioned this matter and includes a very complete
list of x-ray equipment which UNRRA is ordering. I do not understand, however,
whether this will be ready in time for us to make any use of it and whether in fact
such 2 unit would be availazble to us for our purpose. Until I can have this si=-
tuation pretty well clesred up, I do not want to place any orders for an x=ray out-
fit., This would obviously cost us somewhere in the neighborhood of $2000.00 com=
rlete, and I am very sure that in order to get it we would have to h:ave at least a
triple A priority.

Another item of very real importance will be information as to what pro=-
gress you have been able to achieve with the requests for triple A priority on the
Van Slyke specific gravity apparatus and the Coleman Spectrophotometer.

The camersequipment and films have been ordered. We secured an Adel
priority for the camera equipment and AA-5 for the film which the dealer here be=-
lieves is adequate to care for it., However, in connection with that purchase, I find
out that there will be an item of United States Government taxes to be taken into
accounty I believe that we are such a mission as ought to be exempted from taxes on
all this equipment and material. Can you find out in Washington how such exemptions
should be applied for and let me know so that can be taken care of without delay?
This will apply to the laboratory eguipment, cameras, film, and any other supplies
although I do not know of any definite items which would come under taxable regula=-
tions.

I have assurances now of adequate supplies of wheat germ, corn germ, sun=
flower seed meal, soy flour, skimmed milk powder, and of vitamin concentrates. 1In
order to plan any further we ought to know at once approximately what kind of food-
stuffs UNRRA is planning to supply for the Italian people in the region where we will
operate. This will enable us to know how to plan our supplements, how much to order,

and in what respect we shall have to supplement the diets which you are already plan-
ning.




It has been suggested to me by local air force medical officers in Madison
and yesterday by Brigadier General Simmonds to Visscher in Minneapolis that definite
arrangements ought to be made with appropriate Army officers in Washington in advance
g0 that we might draw on the Quartermester or other Army sources in Italy for certain
types of supplies. I suppose that action ought to be initiated from your office.

Can you suggest anything further that can be done about that at this time? Suech ad-
vance ﬂggﬁéééatmight save a great deal of difficulty in the case of such heavy chemi-
cals as sulfuric acid, some supplies as a Coleman stove. Is this the way we should
secure the x=-ray films of which we will need a large amount, or should that be pur=-
chased here and taken with us?

Can you give us any information at this time about the uniforms with whieh
we should be fitted? Apparently a little time is necessary to get uniforms custom=-
tailored and advance word on this matter would relie# the minds of all of us, I am
sure.

At the rate at which things are now developing, I wonder whether thare is
muck chance that Visscher, Bragg and I can get away by January 1lst. I am making ten-
tative plane to be in a further conference with you and others as necessary on
Thursday and Friday, December 28 and 29. Does this seemcan appropriste day for me
to be there and talk the details over with you?

Personnel looks now to be as follows: Bragg, Visscher and Sevringhaus for
| the first trip and the balance of the team to come over on the second trip to in-

| elude Klineberg, Kyhos, Hagedorn, Knowlton, to which will be added a dietitian§ Miss
Ruth Flumerfelt, the dentzl research worker, Dr, Isaac Schour, epidemiologist, Dr,
Ernest L. Stebbins, Commissioner of Health, New York City; Pediatrician, Dr, Lester
Sontag of Yellow Springs,Fels Foundation; assistant in anthropometry, Dr. William
Krogwiai of the University of Chicago; with the places of Ancel Keys and Chester
Jones still uncertain but probably to be settled by the time we talk on the phone.

Finally, the manufacturers:of the vitamins and food concentrates would ap=-
precliate an informal word from you through me as to how their materials should be
packagedj that is, whether in gless, in tin, in paper and in what sort of units,

The final shipping directions can come from you subseduently., Will it be satisfac-
tory to have the wheat and corn germ, the sunflower meal, the soy flour and the
sikimmed milk powders in barrels or should it be in smaller units for easier handling?

I hope that this is not too much of an order for a Tuesday telephone con=
versation and I hope we can get help on many of these items at that time. Thanking
you in advance, I am

Cordially yours,

Elmer L. Sevringhaus, M,D,







. THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN .

STATE CF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL

MADISON &

December 5, 1944

MEDICAL DIVISION | 0£’C o ’%

Dr. A. Hughes Bryan
Eealth Division, UNRRA
1344 Connecticut Avenue
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Doctor Bryan:

I shall reply in greater detail to your
letter of November 27th very soon. Things are moving
on. At present I should like your urgency added to our
efforts to obtain sufficient priorities to buy A Coleman
Jr. Spectrophotometer as one important bit of laboratory
equipment for vitamin and chemical analyses in Italy.
Conference shows this to be most heidpful of the various
types of apparatus for colorimetry and also most safely
portable. It is being made only for Army use. I was as-
sured by phone today from the manufacturer at Maywood,
Illinois, that if appropriate clearance is granted from
Washington, they can make delivery to me within five days.
We have no substitute apparatus nor no special electric
colorimeter here or 2t Minneapolis which I could take.
The local officer of the W.,P.B, informed me that if these
blanks were sent to Washington and cleared, that we would
have the minimum delay, Assistance from some member of
your staff might help to save many days in getting our
entire equipment ready for shipment to Italy. Therefore,
I solicit this effort on your part with the enclosed
blanks,

Sincerely,

8(»&1& [J ‘J,QLLJ\_L)-&(]-' s

Elmer L. Sevringhaus, M,D.




, THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
STATE OF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL
MADISON 6

December 6, 1944

II
MEDICAL DIVISION /'|’/
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Dr. A, Hughes Bryan
Health Division, UNRRA
1344 Connecticut Avenue
Weshington 25, D. C.

Dear Doctor Bryan:

Since writing you on the 5th, I have
received a quotation from E. Machlett and Son on
the portable blood specific gravity equipment ac=
cording to Van Slyke et al saying that they can make
delivery in eight to ten wceks on an AA-l preference
rating, This will obviously interfere seriously with
getting our supplies. I am enclosing the appropriate
War Production Board forms asking that you make an
effort to get this rating AAA so we can obtain it in
time for the shipment of equipment. I think a similar
ruling might help with the Coleman Spectrophotometer
although I happen to know that they are on hand for
delivery if adequate rating is assigned.

Sincerely,

Elmer L. Sevringhaus, M.D,







FORM HPB-lalg

UNITED STATES OF l’.ﬁ
"{1-20-44)" WAR PRODUCTION B
EQUIPMENT:
APPLICATION FOR SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION

REQUIRED BY A WPB ORDER OR REGULATION

Approved b‘urcau of the Budget only for
use when the ipment applied for ie covered
by inatructiona appearing In the WPB-1319 in-
struction pamphlet.

SPACE BELOW FOR WPB USE ONLY

LEND-LEASE REQUISITION | WPB CASE NO.
NO.

DIVISION CODE DATE IN

BEFORE FILLING OUT TMIS FORM see the current WPB-1819 imstructions
available At all WPB offices.

DATE OUT

ROUT ING

. NAME AND l_

ADDRESS OF
APPLICANT
(Street,
City,Zone
State)

—

Elmer L, Sevringhaus, M,D.

1300 University Ave.
L_ Madison, 6, Wisconsin

il

2. NATURE OF APPLICANT'S BUSINESS (Indicate type of product to be man-
ufactur or service to be rendered)

diecal Care

6. WPE ORDER NO. (See Instructiona)

Le144

3. APPROXIMATE TOTAL DOLLAR
VALUE OF THIS APPLICATION

$115.75

B, APPLICANT'S PHONE NO.

F=3600

B. DATE OF APPLI-
CATION

12=5=44

7« WPB DIVISION CONTROLLING EQUIPMENT (See
Instructions)

Consumers durable goods

B. | REQUEST AUTHORITY (Check one only) (] TO DELIVE
BELOW, ALL OF WHICH ARE CONTROLLED BY A SINGLE WAR

2 gr— WAKE AND WOOEL NO.

r, B3 1o receive, O 1o
PRODUGTION BOARD DIVISION UNDER THE ORDER SHOWN IN BLOCK 6 ABOVE.

(Specify) THE ITEMS SPECIF|ED’

SI1ZE OR

(If not atandard, CAPACLTY

give apecial features)
(§-F

(Specify if used or reconditioned)

(e) (d)

QUANTITY

PURCHASE |REQUIRED DE-
PRICE LIVERY DATES
PER UNIT |(ienth, dey)

WPR USE OMLY
QUAN-

TITY
(f) (gl

RATING
(hl

Portable kit for
determining blood
specific gravity

VanSlyke | Kit B | 1

I'HIS EQUIPMENT IS TO BE
OPERATIONS I ITALY.

$115.7p
10w 1544

TION WIT

SPACE BELOW FOR WFB USE ONLY

AND THE PREFERENCE RATINGS,
YOU FOR THE PURPOSES THERE |NDICATED.

THIS AUTHOR! ZATION BECOMES
VOID I|F MOT EXERCISED BY

AUTHORIZATION OR DENIAL

PURSUANT TO THE ORDER SPECIFIED IN BLOCK 6, YOU ARE AUTHORIZED (UNLESS DENIED BELOW) TO COMPLETE THE TRANSACTION
DESCRIBED IN BLOCK 8, IF ANY, SHOWN IN COLUMN (h) OF BLOCK B ARE HEREBY ASSIGNED TO

GPO—War Board ?'51'8!!_!_]_—;-.’ 1




FORM WPR-1319  (1-20-44) PAGE 2 OF 4 PAGES

9. A. THE EQUIPMENT 15 FOR ta) ] REPLACEMENT tb) I MAINTENANCE tc) ] ADDED CAPACITY
td) (38 NEW PLANT te) 1 STAND=RY

g
B. (Answer only if you have checked (c), (d), or (e).)

1. WILL INSTALLATION OF THE EQUIPMENT REQUIRE CONSTRUCT ION RESTRICTED BY ORDER L-417 [J YES & o
2. IF "YES," HAS APPLICATION FOR AUTHORIZATION TO CONSTRUCT BEEN FILED? [ YES CJ wo
3. IF "YES," IS APPLICATION [J approvep [J DENIED [CJ PENDING. GIVE PROJECT CASE NO

10. 1. A. WHERE |5 EQUIPMENT TO BE USED?
PROLASLE [ (Street, City, Zone, State. [If for

- export, give name of country.)
Svone % © El.Machlett and Son

ADDRES S 220 East 23rd street i
((s:t‘_:;e.t. New }_’O]_“l{, 10, N.Y.
Zone,

State) | 11. B. NUMBER AND TYPE OF EXPORT LICENSE

Not commerclal export

12. FOR WHAT PURPOSE AND IN WHAT MANNER 1S THE EQUIPMENT TO BE USED?
To secure accufate records of nutritional deficliency and enable

U.N.R.R.A. to plan better nutrition for liberated countries.

13- STATE AVERAGE NUMBER OF HOURS A WEEK EQUIPMENT 1S TO BE USED I8. URGENCY STANDING NUMBER, IF ANY
50

15. HAS APPLICATION FOR THIS EQUIPMENT BEEN FILED PREVIOUSLY? C} YES E NO. IF "YES," WAS APPLICAT 10N DAPPRDVED
CZ openvieo [ PENDING? IF DENIED OR APPROVED, GIVE DATE AND CASE NUMBER

416« D0 YOU INTEND TO APPLY FOR TAX AMORTIZATION PRIVILEGES FOR THE EQUIPMENT? [J YEs B wo (If so, this
WPB-1319 muat be accompanied by a WPB-3467)

17. |F THE EQUIPMENT IS FOR REPLACEMENT
A. WHY CAN'T EXISTING EQUIPMENT BE REPAIRED?

New egulpment

B. HOW WILL ITEMS TD BE REPLACED BE DISPODSED OF?

18. FROM WHOM AND WITH WHAT RESULTS HAVE YOU TRIED TO OBTAIN USED, IDLE OR RECONDITIONED EQUIPMENT? (Answer only
if new equipment is beind applied for.)

Only similar equipment 1s in Army and Navy laboratories,.

19. HOW 1S THE WORK NOW BEING ACCOMPLISHED?

To begin January, 1945,

GPO—War Board 85TAHH—p, 2




FORM WPB=1319 (1-20-4y)

i

THIS PAGE FOR

WPB USE ONLY

CLEARA

NCE

C.. FOR USE BY FIRST REFERENCE DIVISION

D. FORUSEBY DIVISION CONTROLLING EQUIPMENT OR FIELD OFFICE

ASSIGNED TO (Analyat) INITIALS

ASSIGNED TO (Analyst) INITIALS

CASE

3 urGENT

3 EsSENTIAL

) IMPORTANT, BUT CAN BE DEFERRED
3 0ENIED AND FORMAL DENIAL SIGNED ON ORIGINAL OF FORM
CJ DENIED AND EXPLANATORY LETTER ATTAGHED

1:S: DATE OF ACTION

REMARKS

RECOMMENDATION: DATE OF ACTION

1 apPrOVED

T APPROVED WITH CHANGES
] DENIED AND FORMAL DENIAL SIGNED ON ORIGINAL OF FORM
) DENIED AND EXPLANATORY LETTER ATTACHED

REMARKS

E. CONGURRING DIVISION OR AGENCY F.

FIELD OFFICE EXAMINATION FOR COMPLETENESS

DATE OF ACTION DATE OF ACTION

FIELD OFFICE CASE NO.

RECOMMENDAT ION RECOMMENDATION

DIVISION PROCESSED

SIGNATURE

DATE ouT

e
GPO—War Board 857T4§HH—p. 3




FORM WPR-1319  (1-20-4y) | PAGE 4 OF 4 PAGES

20. GIVE OTHER DATA REQUIRED BY CURRENT WPB-1319 INSTRUCTIONS. IDENTIFY ANSWERS B8Y "a", "p", "c™, ETC., AS SHOWN
IN SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS.

de nNONEe

none

No other laboratory availlable

Special nutrition mission.

21. CERTIFICATION = THE UNDERSIGNED AND ANY OFFICIAL EXECUTING THIS CERTIFICATION ON BEHALF OF THE UNDERSIGNED
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS APPLICATION !S CORRECT AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF
THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF.

LEGAL WAME OF APPLI SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL
Dec., 6, 1944,

DATE TITLE

SECTION 35(A) OF THEUNITED STATES CRIMINAL CODE, 18 U.5.C. SEC. B0 , MAKES IT ACRIMINAL OFFENSE TO MAKE A WILLFULLY FALSE
STATEMENT OR REPRESENTATION TO ANY DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES AS TO ANY MATTER WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION.

. 'jPO— ‘War Board 837T68HH—p. 4




FORM 'PB-IaIg UNITED STATES OF I.Ck Approved by .;urcau of the Budget only for
'{1-20-44) " WAR PRODUCT |ON BOARD use when the equipment applied for ls covered

by instructions appearing in the WPB-1319 in-

EQUIPMENT: struction pamphlet.

SPACE BELOW FOR WPE USE ONLY
APPLICATION FOR SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION LEND-LEASE REQUISITION | WPB CASE NO.

NO.
REQUIRED BY A WPB ORDER OR REGULATION

DIVISION CODE DATE IN DATE OUT

BEFORE FILLIKG OUT THIS FORM see the current WPB-18]9 imstructions

available at all WPB offices. ROUT ING

f: NAME AND l_ . j
ADDRESS OF Elmer L, Sevringhaus, M.D,
Street,

C(‘l;r.xonel 1300 University Ave,
o Madison, 6, Wisconsin

| 6. WPB ORDER NO. (See Instructlona)

L=144
2. NATURE OF APPLICANT'S BUSINESS (Indicate type of product to be man-

wfactungd ec aercice to be cendervd) 7. WPE DIVISION GONTROLLING EQUIPMENT (Sae
‘dlca Care

Instructions)

S. APPROXIMATE TOTAL DOLLAR|®. APPLICANT'S PHONE NO.|B. OATE OF APPLI-
VALUE OF THIS APPLICAT [ON CATION Consumers durable goods
115.75 F=3600 12-5-44

B. | REQUEST ANTHORITY (Check one only) (7 10 peLiver, ¥ To recetve, T3 1o

(Specify) THE ITEMS SPECIFIED'
BELOW, ALL OF WHICH ARE CONTROLLED BY A SINGLE WAR

PRODUGTION BOARD DIVISION UNDER THE ORDER SHOWN IN BLOCK 6 ABOVE.
MAKE AND MODEL NO. ® PURCHASE |WOUIRED DE- wr ONL
sk ”“"EdOF 1TEN ditioned)| (If not standard, h 8 OT‘ QuaNTITY]  PRIcE  uvery DATES Wli: e
r{ pe y used or reconditioned) give spocial features) CAPACH PER UNIT [|(Renth, dey) e RATING
(a) (b} le) (d) le) 1f) (g) (h)

Portable kit for Vang lyke Kit B 1 $115.7‘4
determining blood

12«15«
specifiec gravity

THIS EQUIFP I8 TO BE USED JIN CONJUNQTION ¥ UM
OPERATIONS IN§ ITALY.

SPACE BELOW FOR WFB USE ONLY

AUTHORIZATION OR DENIAL

PURSUANT TO THE ORDER SPECIFIED IN BLOCK 6, YOU ARE AUTHORIZED (UNLESS DENIED BELOW) TO COMPLETE THE TRANSACTION
DESCRIBED IN BLOCK 8, AND THE PREFERENCE RATINGS, I|F ANY, SHOWN [N COLUMN (h) OF BLOCK B ARE HEREBY ASSIGNED TO
YOU FOR THE PURPOSES THERE INDICATED-

THIS AUTHORI ZATION BECOMES
YOID IF MOT EXERCISED BY

S
GPO—War Board Dﬂ’m_ﬂ‘ﬂ—"ﬂ- 1

o 1




E——
FORM WPR-1319 (1-20=44) PAGE 2 OF y PAGES

9. A. THE EQUIPMENT 15 FOR (a) [CJ REPLACEMENT ib) T MAINTENANCE (c) [ ADDED CAPACITY
(d) I;i NEW PLANT te) [ sTAND-BY

B. (Answer only if you have checked (c), (d), or (e).)
1. WILL INSTALLATION OF THE EQUIPMENT REQUIRE CONSTRUCT ION RESTRICTED BY ORDER L-41? [J YES §& no
2. IF "YES," HAS APPLICATION FOR AUTHORIZATION TO CONSTRUCT BEEN FILEp? [ YES 3 wo
3. IF "YES," 15 APPLICATION [ apPrOvED [J penien [CJ PENDING. GIVE PROJECT CASE NO

10. 11. A. WHERE |S EQUIPMENT TO BE USED?
Street, City, Zone, State. If for
PROB AB LE I I ( :
SUPPLIER'S export, give name of country.)
":‘;“DER EASNSD E.Machlett and fon 3
220 East 23rd street Nep les, Italy

(Street,

City, New York, 10, N,Y.
Zone ,
State) | | 11. B. NUMBER AND TYPE OF EXPORT LICENSE

Not. commerclal exort
12. FOR WHAT PURPOSE AND IN WHAT MANNER IS THE EQUIPMENT TOD BE USED?
To secure accufate records of nutritional deficiency and enable

UslleReReAe 50 plan better nutrition for liberated countrieas.

13. STATE AVERAGE NUMBER OF HOURS A WEEK EQUIPMENT 15 TO BE USED 14. URGENCY STANDING NUMBER, IF ANY

15. HAS APPLICATION FOR THIS EQUIPMENT BEEN FILED PREVIOUSLY? [J vEs B NO. IF "YES," WAS APPLICAT 108 [ APPROVED
T2 openiep T PENDING? (F DENIED OR APPROVED, GIVE DATE AND CASE NUMBER .

16. DO YOU INTEND TO APPLY FOR TAX AMORT IZATION PRIVILEGES FOR THE EQUIPMENT? [ vYES E:] NO (If so, thia
WPB-13519 must be accompanied by a WPB-3467)

17. IF THE EQUIPMENT IS FOR REPLACEMENT
A. WHY CAN'T EXISTING EQUIPMENT BE REPAIRED?

tew equipment

B. HOW WILL ITEMS TO BE REPLACED BE DISPOSED OF?

18+, FROM WHOM AND WITH WHAT RESULTS HAVE YOU TRIED TO OBTAIN USED, IDLE OR RECONDITIONED EQUIPMENT? (Answer only
if new equipment is beinj applied for.)

. Only similar equipment is in Army and lavy laboratories,

19. HOW IS THE WORK NOW BEING ACCOMPLISHED?

To begin January, 1945,

| GPO—War Board 85T6HH—p, 2




FORM WPB-1319  (1-20-44)

L

PAGE

THIS PAGE FOR

WPEB USE ONLY

CLEARANCE

C. FOR USE BY FIRST REFERENGE DIVISION

D. FOR USEBY DIVISION CONTROLLING EQUIPMENT ORFIELD OFFICE

ASSIGNED TO (Analyst) INITIALS

ASSIGNED TO (Analyat) INITIALS

CASE 1S: DATE OF ACTION

3 urGENT

3 ESSENTIAL

3 1MPORTANT, BUT CAN BE DEFERRED
) DENIED AND FORMAL DENTAL SIGNED ON ORIGINAL OF FORM
) DENITED AND EXPLAMATORY LETTER ATTAGHED

REMARKS

RECOMMENDATION: DATE OF ACTION

3 aperovED
T APPROVED WITH CHANGES
T PENIED AND FORMAL DENIAL SIGNED ON ORIGINAL OF FORM
T DENIED AND EXPLANATORY LETTER ATTAGHED

REMARKS

E. CONCURRING DIVISION OR AGENCY

Fo FIELD OFFICE EXAMINATION FOR COMPLETENESS

DATE OF ACTION DATE OF ACTION

FIELD OFFICE CASE NO.

RECOMMENDAT ION RECOMMENDATION

DIVISION PROCESSED

SIGNATURE

DATE OUT

- —
GPO—War Board 8537T64HH—p. 3




FORM WPB-1319  (1-20-4Y4) | PAGE 4 OF 4 PAGES

20. GIVE OTHER DATA REQUIRED BY CURRENT WPB-1319 INSTRUCTIONS. IDENTIFY ANSWERS BY "a®, ®bm  "cw® ETC., AS SHOWN
IN SPECIAL INSTRUCT IONS.

a., none
none

three

No other laboratory available

Special nutrition mission.

24, CERTIFICATION = THE UNDERSIGNED AND ANY OFFICIAL EXECUTING THIS CERTIFICATION ON BEHALF OF THE UNDERSIGNED
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS APPLICATION IS CORRECT AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF

THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF.

gﬂuxkk /E.4£&uAlnqyiﬂbe:

LEGAL NANE OF APPLIANT SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL

_Dea, 6, 1944,

SECTION 35(A) OF THEUNITED STATES CRIMINAL CODE, 18 U,.5.C. SEC. BO, MAKES IT A CRIMINAL OFFENSE TO MAKE A WILLFULLY FALSE
STATEMENT OR REPRESENTATION TO ANY DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES AS TO ANY MATTER WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION.

. .u PO—War Board 857T0HH—p. 4
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FORM HPB-|3|9 UNITED STATES OF ;*Cl
0ARD

“(1-20-44)' WAR PRODUCTION B

EQUIPMENT:
APPLICATION FOR SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION
REQUIRED BY A WPB ORDER OR REGULATION

Approved by ';urrau of the Budjet only for
ume when the uipment applied for im covered

by instructiona appearing in the WPB-1319 in-
struction pamphlet.

SPACE BELOW MOR WPB USE ONLY

LEND-LEASE REQUISITION | WPB CASE NO.
NO.

DIVISION CODE DATE 1IN

" BEFORE FILLING OUT THIS FORM see the curremt WPB-1319 imstructions
available At all WPB offices.

DATE OUT

ROUT ING

1+ NAME AND [— j
Af;):LEFCSMETF Elmer L., Sevringhaus, M.D.
(Street,
citr.zene 1300 University Ave,

o [l Madison, 6, Wisconsin

i

2. NATURE OF APPLICANT'S BUSINESS (Indicata type of product to be man-
ufactur or service to be rendered)

dical Care

6. WPB ORDER NO., (See Inastructiona)

1144

3. APPROXIMATE TOTALODOLLAR|N., APPLICANT'S PHONE NO. | B« DATE OF APPLI-
VALUE OF THIS APPLICATION CATION

$115.75 F=3600 12=5=44

T« WPB DIVISION CONTROLLING EQUIPMENT (See
Inatructions)

Consumers durable goods

SELOW, ALL OF WHICH ARE CONTROLLED BY A SINGLE WAR

8. | REQUEST ANTHORITY (Check one only) (C1] To peLiver, 83 To receive, O3 To
PRODUCT ION BOARD DIVISION UNDER THE ORDER SHOWN IN BLOCK 6 ABOVE.

(Specify) THE ITEMS SPECIFIED’

g TARE BE SO0EL WO T 120 on
(Specify if used or reconditioned) g el m-i CAPACITY

la) (b) lel (d)

QUANTITY PRICE LIVERY DAT E)S WPR USE OMLY
h, h

PURCHASE |WOUIRED DE-

VUAR-
TITY RATING

(&) 1f) (g (hi

PER UNIT

Portable kit for Vans lyke Kit B 1
determining blood
specific gravity

[P A

OPERATIONS

THIS EQUIFM USED IN CONJUNCI'ION ‘-fI‘l“ UNRR/

8115.7%
12=15«h4

SPACE BELOW FOR WPB USE ONLY

AUTHORIZATION OR DENIAL

AND THE PREFERENCE RATINGS,

THIS AUTHORI ZATION BECOMES
YOID |F MOT EXERCISED BY

PURSUANT TO THE ORDER SPECIFIED IN BLOCK 6, YOU ARE AUTHOR|ZED (UNLESS DENIED BELOW) TO COMPLETE THE TRANSACTION
DESCRIBED IN BLOCK 8, IF ANY, SHOWN IN COLUMN (h) OF BLOCK 8 ARE HEREBY ASSIGNED TO
YOU FOR THE PURPOSES THERE |NDICATED.

i
GPO—War Board 85T6HH—p. 1
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FORM WPR-1319 ll~fﬁ-ﬂql PAGE 2 OF Y PAGES

9. A. THE EQUIPMENT 15 FOR t(a) [CJ REPLACEMENT (b) 0 MAINTENANCE te) ] ADDED CAPACITY
(d) ;! NEW PLANT tet [J sTAND-BY

B. (Anawer only if you have checked (c), (d), o.r (e).)
1. WILL INSTALLATION OF THE EQUIPMENT REQUIRE CONSTRUCT ION RESTRICTED BY ORDER L-%17 C:} YES iij NO
2. IF "YES," HAS APPLICATION FOR AUTHORIZATION TO CONSTRUCT BEEN FILED? E:I YES Cj NO
3. IF "YES," 15 APPLICATION [J apProvep [CJ peENtep [ PENDING. GIVE PROJECT CASE NO

10. 11. A. WHERE 15 EQUIPMENT TO BE USED?
(Street, City, Zone, State. If for
SESEE?EL_?S l l export, give name of country.)
NA‘I;‘DER E!SNSD E.Machlett and Son 1 It
(street, 220 East 23rd street Nep les, Italy

City, N" YOl‘k, 10. N.Y.

Zone ,

State) | 11. B. NUMBER AND TYPE OF EXPORT LICENSE
Jar.s gommmm_._

12. FOR WHAT PURPOSE AND IN WHAT MANNER IS THE EQUIPMENT TO BE USED?

To secure acourfate records of nutritional deficiency and enable
UN.R.R.Ae 0 plan better nutrition for liberated countries.

13+ STATE AVERAGE NUMBER OF HOURS A WEEK EQUIPMENT 15 TO BE USED 1M. URGENCY STANDING NUMBER, IF ANY

Fat

15. HAS APPLICATION FOR THIS EQUIPMENT BEEN FILED PREVIOUSLY? [J YES 3 NO. IF "YES," WAS APPLICAT 10k [ APPROVED
C2 oenitep [ PENDING? IF DENIED OR APPROVED, GIVE DATE AND CASE NUMBER 3

16. DO YOU INTEND TO APPLY FOR TAX AMORT IZATION PRIVILEGES FOR THE EQUIPMENT? [ YES F NO (If so, this
WPB-1319 must be accompanied by a WPB-3467)

17« |F THE EQUIPMENT IS FOR REPLACEMENT
A. WHY CAN'T EXISTING EQUIPMENT BE REPAIRED?

New equipment

B. HOW WILL ITEMS TO BE REPLACED BE DISPOSED OF?

1B. FROM WHOM AND WITH WHAT RESULTS HAVE YOU TRIED TO OBTAIN USED, IDLE OR RECONDITIONED EQUIPMENT? (Anawer only
if new equipment is being applied for.)

Only similar equipment is in Army and Navy laboratories.

1S. HOW 1S THE WORK NOW BEING ACCOMPLISHED?

To begin January, 1945,

. _.

GPO—War Board 93T6HH—p. 2




FORM WPB=1319 (1-20-4y)

THIS PAGE FOR

WPB USE ONLY

CLEARANCE

C. FOR USE BY FIRST REFERENGE DIVISION

D. FOR USEBY DIVISION CONTROLLING EQUIPMENT ORFIELD OFFICE

ASSIGNED TO (Analyst) INITIALS

ASSIGNED TO (Analyat) INITIALS

CASE DATE OF ACTION

3 urGenT
3 EssenTiAL
T 1MPORTANT, BUT CAN BE DEFERRED

E:] DENIED AND FORMAL DENIAL SIGNED ON ORIGINAL OF FORM
Ej DENIED AND EXPLAMATORY LETTER ATTACHED

IS

REMARKS

RECOMMENDAT | ON: DATE OF ACTION

T3 approvED
T APPROVED WITH CHANGES
T PENIED AND FORMAL DENIAL SIGNED ON ORIGINAL OF FORM
) DENIED AND EXPLANATORY LETTER ATTAGHED

REMARKS

E. CONCURRING DIVISION OR AGENCY F

FIELD OFFICE EXAMINATION FOR COMPLETENESS

DATE OF ACTION DATE OF ACTION

FIELD OFFICE CASE NO.

RECOMMENDAT ION RECOMMENDATION

DIVISION PROCESSED

SIGNATURE

DATE OUT

-
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FORM WPR-1319 (1-20-4y4) I PAGE “ OF % PAGES

20. GIVE OTHER DATA REQUIRED BY CURRENT WPB-1319 INSTRUCTIONS. IDENTIFY ANSWERS BY "a", "b", "c"™ ETC., AS SHOWN
IN SPECIAL LNSTRUCT IONS.

a4, none

b. none

¢, three

d. No other laberatory avallsble

e, Special nutrition mission,

21. CERTIFICATION = THE UNDERSIGNED AND ANY OFFICIAL EXECUT ING THIS CERTIFICATION ON BEHALF OF THE UNDERSIGNED
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS APPLICATION IS CORRECT AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF
THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF.

p; LA
LEGAL RANE OF APPLICWRT SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFF IC1AL

—Dag, 6, 1944,

DATE TITLE

SECTION 35(A) OF THEUNITED STATES CRIMINAL CODE, 18 U,S.C. SEC. 80 y MAKES IT ACRIMINAL OFFENSE TO MAKE A WILLFULLY FALSE
STATEMENT OR REPRESENTAT ION TO ANY DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES AS TO ANY MATTER WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION.

i .GPO—\\'ur Board 857T6HH—p. 4




13 soonber 1944

Dre “lmer Cevringhsus

University of Yisoonein

tate of "laconsin Cenoral Nospitel
¥adioon 6, “lsoonsin

Deur T teyrinsheuss

Tollowing our telephons conversation of yestomiay, 4% appesrs important to
me $0 writas you a genersl and rather detalled latter regurding the fagtors
whioh will influsnce the timing of the operstions of your project in ISaly,
™is appenrs aspoeially important in view of She fagt that you apparently
have hmd a Jauary 1 dste in your mind and you sSated that it would be very
airfioult for you %o change your commitenta with parsommel i the opern-
tione of the projeet were delaywd, 1 have gathered tozether informntion
regariing the woricus steps which must Le taken prior to thoe dispatehing of
your personnal to the feld and the dinimin time required %o effeet some of
thase nrrungenontc,

Unfortunatoly, in the ocase of some of the detalls wo connot state o time
sinee they are depondent in setuslity upcmn the ecurse of hiatory during the
next Cow wesks, These are matters bhaving to do with militery operations, and
the offegt of these operetions on shipping both of personnel snd supplios,
as well s politicsl ovents snd discussions which sovern the arrangenents
for the Italisn Mission of VN, end the 1ike,

In the following puragraphs, I hove outlined some of the lmportant docisicons
snd sotions which will govern the Siming of your projeet,

1. w i Cur Italian Mission is in the process of formele
ising 185 agcrosment with sovermmental suthorities im Italy, this cgreessnd
govaring the vwhole sgope of UMY gperstions snd thepe operaticns must be
fitted into the military and notional government pieture in Ttaly and must

be cooprdinated with the wort of other relief wsemeies in Italy. Our project
in medignl mutrition forme a part of the WMNR. operations and you cen readily
ses that negotistioms setting up the whols must pracede thooe establishing

& part of the misalon,

In weforense t0 your projoet, the druft agreement comtained in Mp, Ven Hyning®s
lotter %o ¥y, Joy mad Mr, Tlint, probubly srrived in Italy during the last
wook in Novesbew, and 1 am sure that Mr, Keeny will inform us of his reactions
to these arrangements as soon s he hos outlined sufficiently clesrly the
whols pioture of his mission's oporstions in that country, I have regucated
rr. sekie $o infoms us s reapidly as possible of Yy, Hesmy's und his desision




're Nlmer Sevringhuus -l - & Dpoomber 1944

as to the time this project should gef under way sad you will appreainte thet
this must bo coordineted with the time of the rest of the operntions of the
atssion, I beliove at the seme Sime, Dre Usekle will give us sugrostions o
to a place of opemmtion and notiry us of other field conditliocns wizioh we
ghould Sske into eonsileration, o soon as I have received frem you & list
of saplies und paveonmel, I will transsdt these to the Italian ¥ission in
order $o keop them curprently infommed of all of cur disoussionn heasude Wo
must look $o them for the sctual fleld arrenseuenis,

8 J A Se have ressived to date, applicstions for %o of
your o0l swminations for two, Your own physicel exam-
instion has beon approved, That of Iw, Krogean will require further con-
sultstion in "hisago, 1 should estimate that two weoke woull be required in
rogeivin: oni processing your sppliostions =nd phyaics]l exmminationse It
reguires four weeks tmmu««mwm-m.bmm

is ftemed, mnd Do tranaportation arrengoments ocn be made until
UNRR. hee the passport astually et hand, Thess four woeks &¥e umeally spmt
{n pettin: the proper imeculstioms, gnihering together & personsl fleld kit,
making perscnsl finsncisl errengemsnts ad cering for 51l other details
shich are nogessary before leeving this country, Cmce the passport 19 ob=-
Szined, your personnel will be entared on our trevel list to await sotual
trensportation %0 the Sheatre, Tere we rua into a bottleneok which is

and sunetimes tizhter then usuel, In general, wo cammol et

mml-muutormamtryhlmmmwmwl
are smbered on the Sravel liet end the averass Vime i ot Joust I

There 1s nothin: thet we ean do to expedite thia, bossuse it depends upon
the mauber of places allowed us by the iy, with the Ammy Saking into
primery consideration 1%s own aecds ia this regsrd,

e %nmumwmum.n
have ™R up - mtymmnnummw»mmur
the sugplies you went, decmse of Shair kish priority matings, As I have
informed you, 1% sppears Lt the only wey we gen obtain priorities for theoe
-wlmlshunm:hmtwmlm,uwomlh

quest priorities for you S AS soon as wo Inow how meny items
1l ot ane




r. Aeer Jevringhaus : 15 ecanber 1044

Italy., You cun thue see that the applicstion for priorities, procurement
of muyplies, assenmbly and packing of them, srrengenent of ehipping and
actuslly shipping sorces to Italy may ossily commume six Lo elght weelks,

1 am sure thet s eareful study end consideration of these Tuote will
convinee you thet the timing of this mission will have %o be done a2t &
later 4ste, vhen we huve more informntion sbout all of the matters mentionad
above, You w1l also gather that a great deal of work will be fmvolved
in offocting all of these arrsngmammis snd in keepings your proup, our
rashinston office, snd our Italian Masion informed of surrent develop-
ments in order thaot rapid decisions may be reschad, 'or this vesson, 1
ook the liderty of telsphoning Dr, Dmuge yestexiay to very stron;ly urce
upon him the Lmportance of one of your growp cming to Fashington %o work
with us in affecting these srrmngements and this ccomiinstion, IS is ex-
tremaly izportant that your exsoutive officer or scme other member of your
project be thoroughly familisr with the prodblems of ‘he mission and the
fsshington of fice, and &t the came Sime bo present to keep bafore ocur ayes
the prodleme of the persennel of your projeet, 1 fanl convinoed thnt the
time has omme for one of your members to undertske this sssignnent at ouwr
fushizgton office, in order to sssure tho sudcess of the projeet,

1 s seading sories of this letter to M, Joy, Mr, FMlint ¥ Tragg amd Or,
Visschor, in order that they may all receive this informntion in tims %0
give 1t eureful oonsiderntion,

Sincerely youss,

e Hughes Bryan, Ms D
Hoalth: Division

Joy
lint
Brogg
Visscher
heekie




12 December 1944

Dr. Elmer L. Sevringhsus

The University of Wisconsin

State of Wisconsin General Hoepital
Madison 6, Wisconsin

Dear Dr, Sevringheus:

Thie letter is to acknowledge your letters of 5 December, 6 December amnd
your telegram of 7 December., I have been investigating the possibility of
our helping you to obtain the Spectrophotometer and the specific gravity
kit, and have the following to report.

In regard to the Spectrophotometer, as you know, the Ammy is taking the
whole output of the company and WPB will not issue a priority, since from
their point of view, this instrument is not on the market., I have contacted
the Office of the Surgeon General of the Ammy and find that the Ammy's po-
sition on these instruments is not tight emd that they may be willing to
divert one instrument to UNRRA if a sufficiently good case can be made, end
we will take steps to justify such a diversion.

In regard to the portable kit for bdlood specific gravity, it apparently will
be necessary for UNRRA to request FEA to purchase this instrument for UNRRA's
use in order to cbtain AA-l priority. Here again we are taking steps to
bring this about. You will note that in each case it is apparently not
possible for us to second your application for Amy release on the one

hand, and priority on the other, dbut we must show our interest in the trans-
action by actually ettempting to make the purchase ourselves. The further
question of whether we should ssk the voluntary agencies to reimburse us

for the purchase of these instrments or whether we should own them end loan
them to your project for the duration of the study has not been decided. I
will keep you currently informed in these matters.

Inasmuch as the paper work involved in such transactions as I have outlined
above is inclined to be formidable and the possibility for delays in securing
eoncurrences are great, I think it would be wise for you to consider an
alternate plan, in case we find ourselves unasble to obtain either the Amy
release or the priority. I am wondering whether Dr., Keys does not know

of some way to obtain a photo-slectric colorimeter or a Spectrophotometer
for this purpose, and it might be possible to comstruct your own kit for
blood specific gravities. This does not mean that we will not attempt to
aid you in obtaining these items, but rather that it is = good idea to have
an altemate plan in mind,




Dre Elmer L, Sevringhaus 12 December 1944

I have been notified that your physical exsmination has been approved and I
am enclosing two copies of our inoculation schedule, I talked %o Dr. Bragg
over the longedistance telerhone yesterday sbout these inoculations, and
tole him that if you were unsble to obtain a yellow fever vaecination in
the Middle Wes$, you can have that dome in Washington, Similarly, plague
and cholera vaceinations can be dome in Washingtom before departure, as
they require only two injections & week apart,

I am enclosing a copy of a latter to Mr, Joy in reference to some questions
broucht up by Dr. Chester Jones.

ith kindest personal regamis,

Sincerely yours,

Ae Hughes Bryan, M, D,
Health Division

Enclosures = 2

PeS. Oince dictating the sbove letter, I have had a conversstion with the
offieizl in our Buresu of Supplies who orders and procures medical supplies,
He informs me that for both the kit and the Speotrophotometer it will be
necessary for him to go before the Combined Poerd and justify UNRRA's need
for these items, Before doing so, he would like to kmow vhat other items
are going to require similar justification in completinz the supply list for
your project, as in this way We can present the total progrem to the Boaxd
and justify it only once. It would eppear wise for us to wait until you
know whether you will need any other secientific instruments, microscopes,

or any other items vhich require such justification before the Poard,

My preliminery infommaetion, which I advise you to check carefully, is that
priorities will not be necded for Xeray apparatus, but that a rether high
priority will be needed for Xeray film. I will write you further sbout
this matter when I have hz=d an opportunity to discuss more of its rame
ifications with verious people in this office.

ATR MATL




Dr. Elmer L. Sevringhsus
University of Wisconsin

State of Yiseonsin Cenerel loepitsl
Madison 6, “laconsin

Pear Ure. Sevringhsuss

Your two letters of 13 Decenber srrived today, smd the following points have
ocourred to me in recding them over esrefully, I wae very happy %o get your
1ist of persomnel, but I imsgine there may be sems chenges, inaamueh as 1

do mot see, for instence, Dr, Keyo® nme. I very much hopo Dre Foys will be
abls to g0, snd I had en opportunity to talk to him on the telephome yosterduy
vhileo he was in ¥nshington,

The question comes up &s to how soon after the first three members srrive in
Italy, the other members of the tesm should be trensported. The dutiocs you
outline for the co-director emd the expcutive officer will, I imsgitm, take
longer then four weeks, especially the srrengement of contacts of loesl por~
gonnel, medical, nursing, technologieal halp and transletors, muke srrunge-
ments for the populetion ssmpling cte,, since you will be vorking in a
highly disorganized soelety.

In regard te priorities, I need to imow definitely vhether you are sure you
ean obtein sufficient priorities for itbe purchsse of ell o the seiemtifie
apporetus mnd equipment, reagemnts ond supplies necessary for your work, oxoept
for the Speetrophotometer and dblood psecirie grevity epparatus, which we have
alvendy discussed, I meed to know this becouse cur Buremn of Supplies wishos
to have a complote list of items for which they must spply for priorities and
1t will confuse mettors if you fing, ot & later date, that you are umable %o
obtain a sufficiently hish priority for this or that film or chemical or
instrument, Ve will not go sbout epplyins for priorities until we have such
u complete list and until we heve made errangemponts satisfactory with our
Puresu of Jupplies snd your sponsors for the peyment for theso articles, in-
ammeh as we will have to purchese them for our owm secount, im order %o

apply for prioritisa,

The question of Xeray equipment ond Xeray films is » speeis] matter, 1 will
obtain rord from Itely as repidly cs posaible regurding the Xeray apparatus

which may be available there, I = quite sure that you will have to furaish
Terey filne and I will request information as %o gize of cassettes and film

holders. You will find Xersy £ilm under o very high priority, I = wonder-
ing whother you have included im your epparatus dorkercom supplies emnd
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MEDICAL DIVISION

&

.THE.' UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
STATE OF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL
MADISON ©

i December 173, 1844

Dr. A. Hughes Bryan 184*.
1344 Connecticut Avenue Ee
Washington, D.C.

Dear Doctor Bryani=

In accordance with your letter of November 27th I should like to
submit herewith an outline on the personnel and of the supplies and equipment
necessary to take the special nutrition mission to Italy. The applications for
appointment should be in your hands from all of the personnel listed during this
current week. I think physical examinations on all of them are likewise in your
hands and certainly those of us who are expecting to go in the first group have
already under way our immunization program.

The personnel is as follows:

Dr. Elmer L., Sevringhaus, Clinical Director and Internist

Dr. Maurice B, Visscher, Co-Director and Physiological
Hutritionist

Mr. Raymond C. Bragg, Executive Officer

Dr. Eprnest L, Stebbins, Epidemiologist

Dr., Lester Sontag, Pediatrician

Dr, A. W. Stoesser, Associate Pediatrician

Dr. Emma Kyhos, Associate Intermist

Dr. Otto Klineberg, Associate Internist

Dr. Isaac Schour, Surgical Dentist

Miss Dorothy Hagedorn, Technologist

Miss Marjorie Knowlton, Technologist

Miss Ruth Flumerfeld, Dietitian
Dr. William Krogman, Anthopometrist

It is considered urgently necessary that the first three listed should
go at the earliest possible date, in order to select type of operation, to arrange
contacts with local personnel, medical, nursing, technological and for translator
help, and to prepare the ground so that when the rest of the team arrives they may
enter with the utmost speed into the actual task of studying individual Italizams
and distributing the vitally necessary food and supplements.

The food supplements are in the form of pure vitamins or highly con~-
centrated vitamin preparations, which I estimate to weigh about 108 kilograms.
This is exclusive of packing 4nd it may be raised somewhat depending upon the
weight of an actual teblet which contains only one to five milligrams of the
pure vitamin. This will be in at least fourteen different kinds of material,
obviously therefore packing each separaztely.

The next item of importance is & supply of wheat germ, corn germ
sunflower seed meal, soybean flour, skim milk powder and purified plasma for
treatment of emergencies, These materials will come to a total of B80 kilos, not
including the special packing called for. Except for the plasma, these materials

will probably come in barrels or large bags, unless you direct to the contrary,




Dr. Bryan==2

Special laboratory equipment which is considered essential for
carrying out this program includes the following items:
Specific gravity of the blood, 25 pounds
Spectrophotometer 75 pounds
Special cameras and films 65 pounds
Medical diagnostic apparatus 10 pounds
Records 20 pounds
Di=ztitians hardware 20 pounds
Anthopometric equipment 10 pounds
Dentist's instruments 20 pounds
Laboratory glassware 5 pounds
Reagents 430 pounds

This total transformed into kilos is approximately 375 kilos.

No allotment has been made for x-ray equipment or films. If we must
purchase and carry films with us from here, we ought to plan on 30,000 dental
films, 3,500 10 x 12 films and 1000 14 x 17 films.

The x-ray problem may have to be decided by you in Washington., If
we can be reasonably certain of finding in the civilian hospital or clinic in
Italy in which the Mission will work an x-ray appsratus which will be sufficient

to energize the 100 milliempere tube 2nd a table and equipment for taking chest
stereo x-rays, then we should have nothing further to be concerned azbout. If any
of this equipment needs to be taken from here thzt would have to added to this
list. We should certainly expect 'a dark room and x-ray staff would be available
over there. If we are to depend on Italian films or films exported to Italy, we
should need to know whether it is made in 10 x 12 and 14 'x 17 sized. If not the
cassettes and holders would have to bhe obtained to fit the film available in Italy.

If any allowance should be made in accordance with the correspondence
with Dr. Joy 2bout dutomobile transportation then an addition should be made for a
set of tires and rims or wheels, according to the final decision as tb the prepara-
tion we should make.

The supply of all the vitamins and food supplements and minerals is
assured and you need give no thought to that, Of the equipment I have listed I
think we can be certain of everything except the blood specific gravity apparatus
and the spectrophotometer. If you can secure releases from the Army for these
the manufacturers have assured me that they can make prompt delivery.

As soon as you furnish us shipping directions and the place where
these things can be assembled, we czn begin to have the materials assembled so that
they can be packed for shipment.

Awaiting your further instructions, I am

Sincerely yours,

ﬂ@rw\[‘ Jwaﬂ.,%wﬁ

L. Sevringhaus, M
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In sceordence with your letter of November g7tk I should like SO
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2 Jamuory 1945

Dr, Elmer Sevringhsus
Wisconsin Cenersl Mospital
Madison, Wisconsin

near Dr. Sevringhsus:
I am enclosing the list of personnel which you

dietated during your stay in Washington. I trust that
the few minor chenges I have made meet with your

approvel and I am sending this list, together with
your questions and other matters, to "r. Reekie.

I feel thet the visit you and Dr, Visscher made t0
washington was very mmeh worthwhile in consolidating
our thought on this project,

Sincerely yours,

\« Hpzhes Bryan, M, De
Health Division
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January B, 1945

Mr, M, E, Me Caffer;
Secretary, Noard of Regents
Administration Building

Deay Nr, Ne Cuffery:

Lat me express ay a preciation of the genorous mnttitude of the Regents
in allewing me leave of absence for three monthe to carry out an extensive re=
search program in nutrition in Italy., The dste of this leave will have to be al-
tored slightly from the origlnal plan and will begin probably at the end of Feb-
ruary in order to make the best use of amy time abrond after food matorial can de
placed in Italy for distribution.

A new problem has Juet arisen in connection with this work. Ve shall
require some very speclalized types of apparatus whieh have been Beveleoped largely
for use by the ladoretories of our Armed Forces. The Surgeon-General’s office in
Washington takes the positiom that this equipment is not on the market and there-
fore cannot be purchesed under sny priority, However, they have indicsted their
willingness to make specifié mlease of this apparatus to the University of Wise
consin so that it may be assigned to me for this investigstion, The cost for suek
apparatus can however be borne by the Service Comnittees of the Unitsrien and the
Congregational Christian Churches that are underwriting the equipment, material and
certain of the personnel in thisz venture. I have conferred with Me. Giessel of
the budget conirol office in the State Capitol and have his approval of the follow=
ing mechanism for the handling of this transaction,

I am authoriged by the Service Committee of the Unitarian Church to ex-
tend to the Regents of the University of Wisconsin a gift of boetween §27%5 and §500
sufficlent to defray the entire cost of purchasing special eguipment for nutrition
study during 1945 by a tosm under the direction of Zlmer L. Sevringhsus, said study
to be carried out sbroad and presumsbly in Xtely. This gift is made with the speci-
fic request that this spprratus be sssigned to the cars of OBr, Sevringhaus and that
it is to be returned to the University of Wisconsin at the conclusion of the study.

If this nction is =ceeptabla to the-Rogoats the Hurgeon=General indicates
that the apmratus will be released fros the manufacturer's warechouse immediately upon
raceipt of the ildentifylng data from the Purchase Order i1ssued by the administirntion
of the University of Wisconsin, I should be plensed to have your opinion on this
matter at the aarliest date possibdle,

Réspeetfully sudbmitted,

Elmer L. Sevriaghaus, M.D.

518418




4 Jameary 1945

Dr. Elmer Sevringhaus
Wisconein Genersl Hospital
Madison, Wisconsin

Dear Dr, Sevringhaus:

I rave hed further conversatioms with Captain Corlette of
Colonel Youman's office, and it has oceurred to us that the
Army would be willing to release a Coleman Junior Spectro-
photometer to the University of Wisconein., Ceptain Corlette
investigeted the matter and found that apparently such an
arrangement would be agreeable to the Ammy.

If then, you can arrange with the purchasing agent of the
University of Wisconein to purchase this instrument for you
and then release it to you for this study, I believe that we
gan very quickly get an Army relesse. 1t would only be nec-
essary for you to send me & COPY of the purchase order and
the copy should contain the following information: name

of purchaser, number of the purchase order and date on which
the order was placed. This copy would be attached to a
memorendum from Colonel Youmsn's division to the supplies
officer of the Surgeon General's Office =nd the supplies
officer would take steps to arrange for an Amy release

of one Coleman Spectrophotameter to the University of
Wisconsin,

Sincerely yours,

A, Hughes Bryen, M. D,
Health Division




8 January 1

Dr. Zlmer Sevringheus
Asconsin GCenmeral FHospital
Medison, “iseconsin

Dear Dr. Sevringhsusg

I am enclosinz a summary of & report just received
from Dr, Metcoff, vhich will interest you in ine
dicating the smount of laboratory work which is at

prosent beins done in Rame,

Sincerely yours,

A, Muches Bryan,

Health Division




19 December 1944

Dr. Elmer L. Sevringhaus

The Thiversity of Wisconsin

State of Yisccnsin Cenerel lospital
vadison 6, Wisconsin

Near Dr. Sevrincheusi

Your letters of 15 and 18 Decamber have been received and since
you and Dre Visscher expangt $o0 be in Vashington in the near
future, I shall not deseribe in this letter the plans for UNIRA'S
feoding operations in Italy. ¥We can get the filsn out and go

over all of the correspondence and material referable to Italy
togother mnd I am surs in thet way you and Urs Visscher will
obtain a picture of the present gtatus of the Ttelisn Mission
and its plans.

At the seme time, I will be very happy to haar the details of
your plans and I beliove that the conference will be very
worthuhile.

I trust in the meantims, that you will have an opportunity to

go carefully over your list of equipment and scientifie apraratus
in order to detomine whether there are any other items on vhieh
you will require priorities,

Sincerely yours,

Ao Hughes Bryam, M, De
Health Division
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MEDICAL DIVISION

your letter of Decembg¥¥1T; “led me thank-you for«the very
the numerous difficulties which beset our path as we try
a I realize that the political and military events: in
1 The news in the papers since your letter and up
th im rges however, that things may be clearing over there. We shall
talnlu hope so. the meantime, I propose that we do all that we possibly
to have everything ready to go as soon 2s the clearance from the other side
comes, Dr. Visscher and I are using our best offices to h:ve the personnel ap=
plications and physical examinations in your hands at an early We will
certainly proceed with retting all sorts of supplies ready 0 we have in=-
formation from you as to where they can be assembled i how they can be packed,
There will be only a matter of the Spectrophotometer and the specific gravity
apparatus plus the xeray film to require any special arrangements in Washington.
I think all the other materials and supplies we can be reséonsible for. We are
heving some difficulty with special cameras but I think that can be handled with=-

out asking your help.

0
er
an

Dr. Visscher and I are both planning to be in Washington together on
the 29th and 30th and one of us at least may be staying on for . few days after
that in case it is apparent that our presence in Washington would materially aid
in getting these arrangements made. If it ems worthwhile to you to have us
make any appearances before military or other officials on the 29th or 30th or
shortly thereafter, you are certainly at liberty to make such appointments in
our behalf,

Cordially,

Elus £ Lomy

Elmer L, Sevringhaus, M.D.




$ &

THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
STATE OF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL
MADISON &

December 15, 1944

Dge
MEDICAL DIVISION 79 ]%
Dr. A. Hughes Bryan
Health Division, UNRRA
1344 Connecticut Avenue
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Doctor Bryan:

In reply to your letter of December 12, which reached me on the afterncon
of the 14th, let me explain that I know that the Spectrophotometer production is
ahead of Army demands and that the manufacturer is expecting to be able to sell to
civilians on ordinary priorities during January 1945. The manufacturer is so co=
operative that T have his personal assurance that one could be made available to
me immediately if the appropriate release is sent from the Office of the Surgeon
General of the Army, This is of the utmost importance for the entire laboretory
Program of assay for vitamins A, By, C, hemoglobin, blood sugar, nonprotein nitrogen
and blood volume.

The portable kit for blood specific gravity will give us a quick and sa=-
tisfactory measure of total protein,in the bloed, plasma protein, therefore of hema-
toerit and will meke possible the determination of blood volume. Without this the
blood volume determination would become essentielly impossible on this study. I
cannot understand the devious methods which are epparently necessary in order to
get this equipment but I assure you that I do believe it worthwhile using every
effort to do so. I am totally unwilling to undertake any alternative plan which
would mean trying to get a Spectrophotometer fro somebody else since these are
only available in military laboratories and since the photoelectric colorimeters
to do the same things 2re more bulky, more difficult to transport, more breakable
as well as more expensive. Similarly, the blood specific gravity kit is not too
difficult to make but there is nobody here who can do this kind of work &nd who
has time to do it. I am having a hard enough time to get my work done so that I
can get away to do this job in Italy and it is my impression that if the appro=
priate officials in the office of the Surgeon General are sufficiently impressed
with the importance of this nutrition mission, the apperatus can be released and
will be released.,’ In such a day as this it is absolute folly for one of us to try
to build this kind of apparatus when it can be gotten easily,

Thank you for the sheets about the immunizations. We have everything done
except that we had not been notified of the desirabllity of plague and the Army
authorities here did not consider it necessary. We will proceed to have that done
also and will hzave everything in order before we leave here,

Appreciating your helpful suggestions in these matters, T am

Cordially,
s [ Lrsssiing B nno

Llmer L. Sevringhaus, M.D.

5722241
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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONDIN
STATE OF VISCONSIN GENERAL HOSFITAL
MADISON 6

Medical Division December 13, 1944

Dr. A, Hughes Brysn
1344 Comnectiout Avenue
Washington, D, C.

Dear Doctor Bryong

In accordence with your letter of November 27th I should like to
submit herewith em cutline on the persomnsl snd of the supplies and equipment
negessary to take the specisl mutrition mission to Italy. The appliecations for
appointment should be in your hands from all of the personnel listed during this
current week., I think physical examinations om all of them are likewise in your
hands end certainly those of us who are expecting to go in the Tirst group have
elready under way our immunization progrem,

The personnel is as follows:

Dr. Elmer L, Sevringhsus, Clinical Direetor snd Internist
Dy, Maurice B, Visscher, Co-Dirsctor and Fhysiologicsal Mutritionist
Mr, Raymond C, Bregg, "xecutive Officer

Dr. Rrmest 1L, Stebbins, Epidemiologist

Dr. Lester Sontag, Pediatrieian

Dy, A. W, Stoesser, Associate Pediatrician

Dr., GZme Kyhos, Associate Internist

Dr. Otto Klineberg, Associate Internist

Pr. Isase Sechour, Surgical Dentist

Miss Dorothy Hagedorn, Technologist

Miss Marjorie mowlton, Technologist

Miss Math Flumerfeld, ldetitism

pr, Williem Krogman, Anthopometrist

It is considered urgently necessary that the first three listed should
go at the esrliest possible date, in order to seleet type of operstionm, to arrenge
contacts with loeel persomnel, medical, nursin:, technological =né for translater
help, and to prepare the ground so that when the rest of t e temm arrives they may
enter with the utmost speed into the actual task of studying indiviéusl Itallisns
end distriduting the vitally nceessary food and supplemoanis,

The food supplements are in the form of pure vitamins or highly eon=
gentrated vitsmin preparations, which I estimate to weigh sbout 168 kilograms.
This is exelusive of packing snd it may be raised scmewhat depending upon the
weight of en actual tablet which conteins only one to five milligrams of the
pure ivtemin, This will be in at least fourteen different kinds of material,

obviously therefore packing esch separately.

The next item of importsmce is a supply of wheat gemm, corn Zerm
sunflower seed meel, soybesn flour, skim milk powder end purified plesme for
trestment of emergencies, These materials will oome to a total of 880 kilos,
not ineluding the speeisl packing cslled for. =Except for the plasma, these
materials will probably come in barrels or large bags, unless you direct %o

the contrary,




Dr. Bryan=-2

Speeial laboratory equipment which is considered essential for
carryins out this program includes the following items:
Speeific gravity of the blood, 25 pounds
Speetrophotameter 75 pounds
Speeial cmmeras smd filme 65 pounds
Medicel dlagnostiec uppuratus 10 pounds
Necords 20 pounds
Dietitisns hardwere 20 pounds
‘nthopometric equipment 10 poundis
Dentist's instruments 20 pounds
Leboratory glassware S5 pounds
Aeagents 430 pounds

This total tremsformed into kilos is approximately 375 kilos.

No allotment has been made for X=-ray equipment or films, If we must
purchase snd carry films with us from here, we ought to plamn om 50,000 dental
films, 3,500 10 x 12 films and 1000 14 x 17 Tilms,

The x-ray problem may have to be decided by you in Washington. I
we can be reasonsbly certain of finding in the civilian hospital or cliaie in
Italy in which the Misaion will work an x-reay apparatus which will be sufficient
to energize the 100 milliampere tube and a teble and squipment for taking chest
stereo x-rays, then we should have nothing further to be concermed aboul. If any
of this equipment needs to be tckem from here that would have to added to this
1ist, We should certainly expect a dark room and xeray stall would be available
over thepe. If we ave to depend on Italian films or films exported to Italy, we
should need to kmow whether it is made in 10 x 12 and 14 x 17 sizes. If not the
cassettes and holders would have %o be obiained to it the film available in Itely.

If sny allowsnce should be made in aceordanse with the correspondence
with Dr. Joy about eautomobile trensportetion then an sddition ghould be made for a
set of tires and rims or wheels, seeording %o the final degision a8 %o the prepara-
tion we should meke,

The supply of 2ll the vitemins snd food supplements cnd minerals is
assured and you need give no thought to thet. Of the equipment I have listed 1
think we esn be certain of everything except the blood specifie gravity apparatus
and the spectrophotemeter, If you can secure relecses fram the Amy for these
the memufaeturers have assured me that they can meke prompt delivery.

Ag socm as you furnish us shipping direetions mnd the place where
these things cem be assembled, we cen begin to have the matericls as gmbled so that
they can be pecked for shipmant,

Awalting your furthor instmetions, I am,

Sincerely yours,

/'/ Be Lo SUT!'ingh:':uﬂ, Me D.
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Pr. A, Hughes Bryan
UNRRA

1544 Connecticut /\ve,
Washington, D, G,

Deer Doctor Bryans

In reply to your letter of December 6th, I ghould like to submit
& very slightly revised copy of the second peragraph in my letter %o you
of October 17th stating our purpose and study plane

We plan & teem of at least thirteen members, not more than eight
of whom would remsin resident at e given station in an Italisn Zone of serious
undernutrition for a period of probably one yesr. Im dddition, the other
five of senior consulting staff members would be present al this theatre of
operation for the first two to four months %o assist in setting up the study,
meking some of the earlier exsminations of the undernourished population cnd
to prepere for the evalustion of resulis, By eareful history teking omd
physical exsmination, supplemented with simple biochemical technicue we shall
attempt to detemmine what medical condition:s may have arisen cs a consequence
of lons continued undermutritiom, then the mutrition is to be brousht up &s
nearly to requirement as possible, maintained at that level for a matter of
monthe snd physical improvement noted case by cose. Parallel to this the
psychological chenzes produced by undermuirition and their improvement under
treatment are to be observed end recorded, From these observations we expect
to be sble to determine which 1llness is reversible and which ceuses permenent
aieability., Also how soon the bemefits of treatment may be expected. Ve
went to find out what doses of vitamins, of grain supplements, ete, ave worth
using, in order to conserve vitally necessary materials in the future feeding

of large populstions.

For these purposes we hope to have access %o = populstion in same ity
group where we can have at least Iive hundred individusls for the intensive study
through the yesr, These are to be drswn from all ages, beginning with infaney
and munning into late sdult yesrs, It is hoped that we cen have statistically
significent numbers et each age group, For this purphse the members of the team
would like to have as msmy as fifty at easch halfeyear level from the first year
through the sixth, esch year level from the sixth to the twelfth, each half-year
level to the sixteenth year, sach year level to the twentieth emd then probably
in decade groups of Tifty for the rest of life. This will obvicusly mun sbove
500, therefore we shall probably have to meke extensive studies om groups of this
size with intensive studies on selocted fractions of each of ihese ETOUPS of 50,
This ecalls for statistical methods of sampling amd of evaluation, but at least
two of the members of the staff are treined and experienged in this matter of
statistical selection m:nd evaluation of data, It {s hoped that most of our
{nformation cen be based on family units rather than on institutionalized Italians,
If we had edequete facilities, personnel and time, we ghould be gl=d to study
both urben smd rural, both home end institutionalized personnel, Lacking all of
these faeilities we believe it better %o eoncentrate on home fed people in an

urban commmnity.




I trast that thi I ¥ill be helpful not only to you
but o the officials of the ! igsion now in Italy,

incerely yours,

iimer I.




6 December 1944

Dr. Elmer L, Sevringhaus

The University of Wisconsin

State of Wisconsin Genersl Hosrital
Madison 6, Wisconsin

Dear Dr, Sevringshsus

For your information I am enclosing = copy of a letter I have
written to Dr. Joy.

I am writing Dr, Reckie, Chief Medical Officer of the Italian
Mission, at frequent interwals in order to keep him informed
of our progreas =nd to learn his resction and neesds in the
field, Yor transmittal to him, I would very fmiah like to re-
ceive from yom end Dr. Vi scher a stetement of the sort of a
population group you would like to study, and the sort of
study you plan to make,.

To a large degree, I believe ir, Reelkie ond I understand
your desires in these matters, but it might be wise, at this
time, to have a written statement from you to avoid misunder-

standing.

Sinecerely yours,

/e/ A, Hughes Bryam, M, D.
Health Division

nclosure

Sopy to Dr. Reekie
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October 17, 1944
Medical Division

Dr. A, Hughes Eryan
UNRR:

1344 Commectieut Avenue
Washington 25, D. C.

Deay Doctor Bryan:

Replying to your letter of October 11th, let me acknowledge with

gretitude the mimeographed outlines of UNRRA mutrition approaches and ascure you
thet if you send our team to Italy, there is no reason why we cemnot follow these
outlines in meking reporte for comparison purposes. Incidentally, I sm still a bit
puzzled about how to use the cods with the numbers., Some of these numbers couli not
be merely cireled or mentiomned as ghowing the results for one would still have to
say vh-other the particulsar finding wes or was not present or meke a quantitative ob-
servetion about it. Ultimately, I shall expect to have 2 bit of further clarifying
{nstruction ebout how the code is used. Otherwise, I have no particular comment 8
or criticisms to submit,

May I suggest the following brief statement of our aims in this mission:
We would expeet that the team of not less then six nor more tham eight would be ro-
sident at » given station in the Muropean zone of serious undermubrition for a period
of probably ome years. In additiom, from two to as meny as six senior consulting and
expcutive assoeintes of the team might be on this seme Tield for briefer periods to
assist in setting up the studies end evaluating the resulis. By careful history =nd
physical exmination supplememted with simple biochemic-l technigues, Wo would at-
tempt to determine vhat medical conditions may have arisen as a consequence of
long continued undermutrition, Then, the mutrition would be brought up as nearly
to requirements as possibls, meintained at thas lovel for a metter of momths,
and the physicul improvements noted, Parallel to this the peychologiesl chanpges
produced by undermutrition and their improvement would elso be ohoerved and Tre-
corded. From these observations we expect to be able to determine which illness
4s reversible and which csuses permanent disability; how soon bemefits may be
expected; what doses of vitamins, grain supplements, ete, are worth using.
This sort of study should be helpful in developing the prozrem for extensive
planned mutrition of large populations in the jmuedicte Muture.

Sincerely,

Js/ glmer L, Sevringhaus, M. D.
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