
USC (DR . SEVRINr;.H. ,US~ 80R..7ESPONDENC:!:: ) 



15 .3 

1 46 

h , 



• MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 

JloFF~ m-LARoc1rn. L c. 

Col. A. Hughes Bryan 
Health Section of U.N.N.R.A. 
1523 New Hampshire Avenue 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Colonel Bryan: 

.1.:rUTLEY,10,.1. J,W ,JER'EY 

June 14, 1946 

Yord has just come to me that UNN".ti.A had produced a comprehen­
sive medical manual which is being requested by our affiliate, 
F. Hoffmann-La Roche & Co., Ltd., of Basle, vritzerland. 

I do not know this manual. If such a volume is available 
and you can send me a copy, I shall be glad not only to see 
what it is but to forward it to Basle. 

Appreciating what information you can give me in this matter, 
I am 

incArely yours, 

~lmAr L. Sevringh us 
Director of Clinical Research 

..... L..:>: i 



' • THE UN I VERSITY OF W I SCONSI N 

STATE OF W ISCONSI N GENERAL HOSPITAL 

MADI SON 6 • 
December 13, 1944 

Ml:DICAL DIVISION 

Dr. A. Hughes Bryan, 
U.N.R.R.A., 
1344 Connecticut Ave., 
. ashington, D. C. 

Dear Doctor Bryan:-

In reply to your letter of December 6th I should like 
, oi,' a Tery slightly reTised e-a+ of the second paragraph in my letter 

of October 17th, stating our purpose and study plan. 

to submit 
to you 

Ye plan a team of at least thirteen members, not more than eight 
of whom would remain resident at a giTen station in an Italian zone of serious 
undernutrition for a period of probably one year. In addition, the other 
five of senior consulting staff members would be present at this theatre of 
operation for the first two to four months to assist in setting up the study, 
making some of the earlier examinations of the undernourished population and 
to prepare for the evaluation of results , By careful history taking and 
physical examination, supplemented with simple bio-chemical technique we shall 
attempt to determine what medical conditions may have arisen as a consequence 
of long continued undernutrition, then the nutrition is to be brought up as 
nearly to requirement as possible, maintained at that level for a matter of 
month and physical improvement noted ease by case. Parallel to this the 
psychological changes produced by undernutrition and their improvement under 
treatment are to be observed and recorded. From these observations we expect 
to be able to determine which illness is reversible and which causes permanent 
disability. Also how soon the benefits of treatment may be expected. ,e 
want to find out what doses of vitamins, of grain supplements, ect. are worth 
using, in order to eonserTe vitally necessary materials in the future feeding 
of large populations . 

For these purposes we hope to have access to a population in some city 
group where we can have at least five hundred individuals for the intensive study 
through the year. These are to be drawn from all ages, beginning with infancy 
and running into late adult year!• It is hoped that we can have statistically 
significant numbers at each age group. For this purpose the members of the team 
would like to have as many as fifty at each half-year level from the first year 
through the sixth, each year level from the sixth to the twelft h, each half- year 
level to the sixteenth year, each year level to the twentieth and then probably 
in decade groups of fifty for the rest of life. This will obviously run above 
500, therefore we shall probably have to make extensive studies on groups of this 
size with intensive studies on selected fractions of each of these groups of 50 . 
This calls for statistical methods of sampling and of evaluation , but at least 
two of the members of the staff are trained and experienced in this matter of 
statistical selection and evaluation of data. It is hoped that most of our 
information can be based on family units rather than on institutionalized Italians . 
If we had adequate facilities, personnel and time , we should be glad to study 
both urban and rural, both home and institutionalis ed personnel. Lacking all of 
these facilities we believe it better to concentrate on home fed people in an 
urban community. 
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I trust that this information will be helpful not only to you 
but to the officials of the Italian Mission now in Italy. 

Sincerely yours, 

Elmer L.sevringhaus, •• D. 

ELS:j 
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MEDICAL D IV I S ION 

Dr. A. Hughes Bryan 

• THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

STATE OF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

MAD I SON 6 

c~touer 17, 1944 

• 
United ations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration 
1344 Connecticut Avenue 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Doctor Bryan: 

Replyin to your letter of October 11th, 1 t me acknowledP-e ,i th 
gratitude the mimeo~raphed outlines of U RR. nutrition approaches and assure you 
that if you send our team to Italy, there is no reason hy we cannot follo thes 
outlines in ~aking reports for comparison purposes. Incidentally, I am still a bit 
puzzled about ho 1 to use the code with the numbers. Some of these numbers could not 
be merely circled or mentior.ed as showin11, the results for one ould still have to 
say whether the particular finding, ·11as or was not presant or make a quantitative ob­
servation about it. Ultimately, I shall expect to have a bit of furth r cl rifyin 
instruction bout ho the code · ~. Otherwise, I have no particular comments 
or criticisms to sub it. ( c .47 . fl?_) 

May I su~Rest the followin brief statement of our aims in th·s ission: 
e would expect that the team of not less than ix nor more than ei ht would be re­

sident at a iven station in the ~uropean zone of serious undernutrition for a period 
of p obably one year. In addition, from wo to s many as six senior consultin~ and 
executive associates of the team mi ht be on this same field for briefer p rio s to 
assist in setting u the studies and evaluatin the r sults . By careful history and 
physical examination supplemented ith simple biochemical echni~ues, •e ould attempt 
to determine what medical conditions may have ari~en s a conseauence of lo con­
tinued undernutrition. Then, the nutrition ould be brou ht up as nearly to re­
quirements as possible, maintnined at that level for matter of months, and the phy­
sical improvements noted. Parallel to this the psycholo ic 1 chanfes produced by 
undernutrition and their improvement would lso be observed and recorded . From 
these observations we expect to be able to determine which illness is reversible 
and which causes permanent disability; how soon benefits may be expected; what 
doses of vitamins , grain su-plements, etc. are orth using . This sort of study 
should be hel~ful in developing the program for xtensive planned nutrition of 
lar~e population in the immediate future . 

Sincerely, 

Elmer L. Sevrin haus, M.D . 

Er..s:fv 

1 -
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EXECUTIVE O FF"I C ER: • - SCIENTIFIC CO·DIRECTCRS 

RAYMOND B. BRAGG 

AOORESS REPLY TO: 

THE ITALIAN MEDICAL NUTRITION MISSION 
OF THE 

UNITARIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE 
2S BEACON STREET, BOSTON B, MASSACHUSETTS 

ANO 

CONGREGATIONAL-CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE 
289 4TH AVENUE, NEW YORK 1 □, N. Y. 

COOPERATIN13 WITH 

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

Feb;u ry 9, 1946 

• How rd L. Brooks 
ssoci· t Director 

Unitarian Service Comoitte 
25 Beacon st . 
Boston 8, Maaa • 

.. r Mr. ooks: 

ELMER L. SEVRINGHAUS, M. D. 

MAURICE B. VISSCHER, M. D. 

In reply to yo r lett•r of 
8th, lot m xpla.in th ... t I had copy of th, 
ay pastor, Dr . San , ho had reco tly been in 
with him. I d a telegram from Vis her on 
you should go if possible , letter fol lows" • 
I see it at pres nt . 

Febru . y 6th , hich reach a. e on the 
c~bl£ giv n the prcc edingnight by 
Mr . Ld ards office and brought it b ck 
the fternoon of th 8th saying 11Bcli vo 
The situ tion is very much confused as 

Fran~ly I foresaw om of the difficu tis which Dr . Joy refers 
to but hoped that my fears wor not well grounded and that the judgment of the other 
members of the team in this country wo~ld be found correct , namely that the advantages 
of y returnine re not great no h to a~ rant the exp nse in time and money and 
th add d ha.z rds . I still feel aa I felt in the fall . that it ould bo ell for 
to be the r ~ for the closing two months of the ork . Row v-r , I onder now ~ether it 
is physic~lly po8sible to make arrangements for p ss- port , transport across tho 
tlnntic and all the way to Naples so th·t I co1ld really be there for a su ficient 

length of ti before the completion of the contract . You will recall that our 
contractual relation 'l'lith RRA runs to the end of £eh . fter that I assume that 
th r is no obligatio on the part of UNRRA to retain or to be responsible for us 
in any ay , includin the return trip . I quit c rtain th't I cold be of relatively 
little use in aples if the t re not th re it ae for th l~Pt f eks so 
that e could work togetb r t fini hin up the roj ct nd getting the r ~sults into 
the hands of th appropriat people in It ly . The ansWors to these qu~stions you see , 
will de end on th advic • froe Col . Bryan and your knowl d of the project as it 
goes on at r sent . I have h,d n ord from members of tho t e am later han n 
informal t r from Dr . Gollan on Janu·ry 1st . 

J'urth -r diffic lti~ are th· t I have nwn rous obligc.tions wl,ich will 
keep m busy throu-h th 28th of Febru ry in !adison and I have sp ak obli ationa 

hich cannot v ry ell be avoided in Akron , Oho rch 6th, ichmond, Virginia on 
rch 7th, nd 8th. Illll!le tel7 after that I h be at a sciontific meeting 

in tl ntic City d then to tak u, my n w ork at ew Jers Yb sinnin, ch 
15th . It i t l st co c ivable th t ieht arrange to be available imncdictely 

tak- t fit up th my new mployer, Hoffm n-
aft r rch 8th . Ho ever, I should h v to ~ 
L oche, Incorporated and see wh t could be arranged th re . 

in 
nd 

y f 
rra.n 

In ddit on to all this ther 
wil be a vory considor~bla disturb nee 

re tho diaposill[; of our px·es nt home 

Jers y the first of June • I leave 
tly responsibilities, included in which 

to aov th fat:1 ly to ontcl ir, Ne 



• 
Mr. H. L. Brooke #2 

thes att rs all frankly before you and shall a it further ord fro you be ore 
making any decision iD taking any other steps. 

Regr ttin th num.u ous diffieulti s hi ch are involv din this 
whole matt r but aasuring you of •1 steadfast int r st in th Itali n die 
Nutrition saion, I am, 

Cordi lly, 

l er L. S vrin hau, ~-D• 

'ELS/o t f • 
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MEDICAL DIV ISION 

• THE UNIVERSITY OP' W I SCONSIN 

S T ATE OF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

MADISON 6 

January 10, 1946 

C,ol. • Hughes Bryan, Je:put., Director of Health 

-

United ations Relief and ehabilitation dministration 
1344 Connecticut venue 
,ashin£.. ton 2:i, • C. 

Dear Col . Lryan : 

In repl to your letter of January Jrd, let me say that Dr . 
Visscher is very urgent that no report of any kind te ~de until the 
entire staff can get together after their return from Italy and that 
we do plan on doing that at a very early date after that occurs. Then 
a preliminary report can be drafted and plans made for the comprehensive 
reports to be written up . If you think that a preliminary report ought 
to be prepared at a date earlier than that, I wish you would write 
directly to Dr. Visscher about that matter. 

You will be interested to know, perhaps, that after March 1st 
I shall no longer be at the University of lisconsin . I have accepted 
the appointment as irector of Clinical .esearch for Hoffmann-La oche, Inc . 
and will be at Nutley, N. · J . beginning in ,arch . This will not effect in 
the least my ability to carr,1 through with the finishing up of the reports 
for UNR 

Cordially, 

:'.:lm£:Jr L. evringhaus, M. D. 





ExE& 1vE O~F~ER: 

6 • ffi-.MCND 8. BRAGG 

ADDRESS REPLY TO: 

-
THE ITALIAN MEDICAL NUTRITION MISSION 

OF' THE 

UNITARIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE 
2S BEACON STREET, BOSTON B, MASSACHUSETTS 

AND 

CONGREGATIONAL-CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE 
289 4TH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 

COOPERATING WITH 

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

December 19, 1945 

SCIENTIFIC C □,.OIRECTCRB 

ELMER L. SEVRINC3HAUS, M. D, 
MAURICE B. VISSCHER, M. D. 

Lt. Col •• Hughes Bryan 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilit ation Administration 
1344 Connecticut Ave. 
1ashington 25, D. C. 

Dear Col. Bryan: 

Since talking with you on the evening of December 1st, I have considered 
further the question of my return to Italy in early 1946 and believe now that we had 
better leave the word definitely with you that I sh a ll not expect to return. If 
authorization comes for my transportation from Rome, I would suggest therefore that 
you ignore it and explain why. 

In addition to your feeling th at I should return, you will recall th ~t 
several memb ers of the team now in Italy have ex?ressed themselves the same way and 
so has fr. Flint, representing the Congregational Committee. On the other hand, 
Mr. Brooks and the Unitarian Committee have consistently said since October 1st 
that this matter should be decided by Dr. Visscher and me. ~e have been in some 
correspondence and telephone conversations about the matte r . Recently, I submitted 
the question to all the senior members of the team who are now in this country. A 
telephone conversation with Dr. Schour tends to discourage my return. I have heard 
from none of the others except with the recent letter from Dr. Visscher which I quote 
in total. 

unear Elmer: 

I have talked with several of our associates on the Italian 
Medical Nutrition ~ission about the various problems connected ith 

the possible return to Italy of any of our senior group. It is still 
my opinion that there are more disadvantages than advantages in having 
any of us return. I am particularly anxious that any reports that will 
be made to UNRR, or any other organization will be on the basis of 
material editorially criticized by the senior staff. I hope that you 
will agree with us in this. I personally appreciate the sacrifice that 
you are willing to make in order to go to Italy a gain, but I am 
convinced th a t we can prepare a better report from the U.S.A. than can 
be done in Naples without the consultation of the en t ire group. 

1ith my best personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Maurice B. Visscher" 

Since I have heard from none of the others, namely Drs. Perkins, Stebbins 
and Sontag, I must assume that Dr. Visscher's letter represents their reactions. I 
believe I should not urge my return since it is entirely possible that I may have 
css d d" t la,e,w of an adequate perspective on the advantages an isadvan ages than these other 



Lt. Col. A. Hughes Bryan }2 

members of the team have, since all of them have been there and know much of the 
problem. 

I am particularly concerned not so much about getting the adequate 
scientific data and conclusions from them as about our obligation to the Italian 
section of UNRRA and to the Italians themselves. I feel that this obligation is 
to get into their hands at the earliest possible date the tentative findings which 
will be of practical importance in planning a nutritional program in Italy for 
1946 as well as later times. I hope that in some way the members of the team who are 
still in Italy may get this information into the hands of the Italian Government. 
As I understand the agreement bett'leen the Service Committees and UNRRA, we are 
obliged to do this. I hope that we shall not have to consider the implications in 
Dr. Visscher•s letter as preventing us from making any recommendations to Mr. Keeny 
or the Italians from the team now at work in Italy. 

1th cordial, personal regards, I am 

s ever yours, 

Elmer L. Sevringhaus, M.D. 

ELS/br 

P.s. I have just heard from Dr. Sontag, the pertinent parts of whose letter are 
as follows: 

"Because of the obligations of Dr. Bergami, it might be very wise for 
you to plan to return for the final two months. Since;you are highly familiar 
with every phase of the study, it would be my opinion that you could check on the 
entire program from the standpoint of the science and data involved, and you could 
as well advise UNRRA on the questions about which it is concerned. In doing so, 
you would, of course, draw upon the experience and knowledge of the entire group 
now in Italy. 

In summary I should be quit& sympathetic with your returning to Italy 
for the terminal period of the study, but I question the value of the return of 
other members of the group''• 



. 
stebbins left 31 March 

Sevringhaus 11 4 April 
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Ehird ~one-y p:port, Ita ian =edica],autrition . ...:Lssion. 
• • _ • ., ;.;. 8. 1 e s , ~.LM l t . 

~ 'he first ep~soae of the Ji~sion cl~se51_yest~raay, .itn tl1e tl@l)art­
ure 7ro. o e by air of .wt. (.;ol ...... rnesl, ....,te o.Lns, 10 ... .Lona.an u.nc. .1..e".; ork. 

inte,sity of is i,orK, arran~in 0 vile .na.tter.., of locc..tion, securi1 
t_ tea 1 embers, secc1rin5 supplies in .... pi te of failure of' t 1e .Loe 1 :i,.tL.-{. 
~r aniza~ion ~? ._la.Le ad~q-:.i~te provisions for t_1e \,or.;r ar1cl in spit of ,. 
vhe ar:rJ.f s official unallin.;ness to oe of 1elp SUCl ccS t.iey ao. for.ally 
pro. se on .l'eb . 10, 1945, all t_ se can n ver be a.Jpreciated o tnoGe 
·,1!10 v1ere not on t e s. ot • .dut t.1.1ousc.1.nu.s of It lians nave been exa..uneCl 
t e signif · cance is oeuinninG to be eeen, ane,. t ... e results in Italia.n .l.:.fe 
can only oe to.l.u at a later &ate. tteapts to uiscriout~ fooo. accordin · 
to euicc;,, l; a.E::tL-r · n~c. neec.s ar fa11,;.ner c:W-On__. ec""use o: t.2.e c..i scove; 
in l'onui anc. ontecorvo 01· overty, unuer utr.:. tion, 2-u e .. t::..~ 1ely 1;.i 1 

::.nci o.ence of :!la.la.rial inf "C vi on, a.no a EUr.i:)r.L sin ly lo\, cw1ou11 i; 01· 1,~oer­
cu.losi ~. The quality of the Italian .11edical _personnel on the c,eam is movm 
by t:-ieir spontaneous insistence on revisitin<-> one of t!1ese c ties oon 
aft Jr,; ard, etectin""" SOJ e serious irr ula11 i tie::, in tL.;;;; -..va.Y s t1.J.e loc 1 
officiaJ.. inistcre t _c food.., ...... ;J ied by ~, a ... c. t ... en J}ardci JatL.1. 
.i.n .r're-ent.i.n._j t ... i_ .ro·1e1, .._,_ ~rt,.; i ItalL.,n off.i.ciu.1:.o.· '.1"lis'"' 
ver., .... .:. ..• le de 1ocr ~ vie .:proceo.... ou.... to tl.1.e.:..1. Of s..1ch i ten_ 
- S t ·ie ... e de, .• o err ti C r ... eC:.uca vi o:.. oe #~ ·. ;t co..a. 0 ed • 

bit over a wee_ 
0

0 .J.lt. vo • . Cl,. .. cL erx · s, of l LU1 · , •.• .L. .1. c:;,,C.:l a 

ltnl:, .ill ca~ry on t e stuo..ieB in t1e field, e 0 un by Dr. ~tc0oi. s. 
- er~i 6 c :ne ~us t as , ... tebbins ,; a con uai:..1e, al. o st .... ·,icv...:.., ... t 1-dy i .1. t e 
ros. erous .. ufacturin: city, arese, nca. ... t ... e ,.iv,iss 0O1c.cr • ....alct. ice 

::i.l. .. o r;:t • o .. - :-.i ::te. t t er • ~.u tri ti o. 1 C..vf° ci vnci es .e:r t..- fa es fre-
ouent. Direct v; ar des l::i, lo 1 : ac. not 1· o.,C.1. ,:.;(.... t ... e a e~. .L'J:;.c tea..: u1 .. uer lJ· • 
·erkins i e YlO : :::ta.L tinu anotl.1.e t T' e of s tucly, I tali a . 1ffi so er::: of' 1a 

j Ev co.ni . .; 0.0~1 vi rail , etc. out of central }!;urope . 
:n t e last four ·,ee::Z:~,r t .. 'le i tensive studJr ..i,1rogra:: &..t t.1e clinics 

of the niver .. t of.!.,~ lee .. as '.Eco vi er a inly v,ell .,_cnit. :n oeurl· 
.., u ., , .ii o __ :t t_ .. nu '13rf el t, t e ieti ia , ,;a~ fina..1.l.f a.1.low u to co.uo 
an· ·0111 the ~utrition 'f'ic,sion. 1 nches of t.1.1e entire 
taff, I tt..-in. • eri c~ , ,. i c ad.\.... l,o t.10 se t ters of ac ... uo..i 1 ta .ce 

t .. at are o .lfl;,)ort -rit. I t e '"1or:nin
0 

.. rut. 0 0Cb out wit11 '1.er inter.._.1reter 
nnu bri 

0
s i .. fr~ t e ~~r~ets ear-by t_e f es1 ve~ct~oles a c. fruits, 

, :.J.ic ... t..re , as.ieo. i c orine 1:r te!' nc... c.e ..... i..; _t uc. oups, oa.,;;:i o .)01,a.er 
bi:...c ..... its, .,_eas, a fish-c11owder, f:Be£~ fruit, cocoa- ·1~- 1.aa.c\,it_ s·i1.1 

i ',::i,o .aer-- t. ese re resent t:1e fooa.s \,et snare, c:.nc. ·y,_1,ic.1. ...... lp us de.i1oi1-
s:. ... _te to t.. e doctors a d invcr.J:'r ors v _ia,t c 1 be Qone \\itn u.1:,. lA fooo. ..... 
fl i v1eek will be;in to • ave · reaci cU'lu. macaroni :lc.d.t: fro_ t .. c ..;:iecially 
i ... rove flour ;1.icn ha.., b~ n a .i,)art oft e de ..... i 0 n of t_E; projc;ct .... erJrr.its 
c re necesea.ry to get a .aill to ble .. d flour, to e .nae oni fro our 
f ·ur, to !l" ,. rea fro our flou.r •• ne "blac .Il.E'.r~ct 11 

.. e~C:.s control. 
:n the clinic we have ee c...C .. ievin 0 a cla.rifica ion of .·· . .1.kecl tiif­

ficul ties in vhe "ia
0
nosis of unae1J~vrition .1seases inc il ren, ~u t 

a.if:erences i!1 ter. ·nolog , and to t ... e relative isolation of t. e Ito.lian 
a.actor:: from nut:rit.i.onal rvsearc_ for ast .,ear~ • .!:'inal.ly t.ere ca.e an 
opportunity to t::rca t a baoy v:1: o .s.s very .. early d a· fror:1 • rolon~o<i .::ial­
nutri tion plus t e final de. ~ra~ion ,nic1 causes an intoxication. Our 
Dr . J-ollan ot the I tali ans to consent to · s usint, so - e of t .... 1e las aa Vie 

brought a on by courtes of~ ~d Loh .. .1e. 1. c res~lts 4 avc a. zed t~­
Italians , and have aue open ne· ~atnc for study, for tcac11in~, a."1 a~~o 
for reventin.., so e vroubles. r • ....-olla ro nti ues to be .nost helpful, 
.it .. _- .us tmderst "1din of uro)ee.n ays, _ c 1·a.t-'ia acquisi tio of tl1e 

language, c1.:r!cl _is ability to c.,et on vit us all, ericanand Italiru • 
.!Jr. c .... our hac a.e so e hap y contacts wit tne .n.lli8 Dentists, 

riven the.:i so. e ... uch anJrecic1,te6. talks, and v:e n.av t:: al 1 t;;; 1 reHa.r b.Y-
so~e emergency laboratory su .lies to nelp keep t .. e _roject ~oin0 o the 
~ tters we did not oreuict . chour has a nose for nITTi and intere~ting 
denta stu ies, c:;ro~ s of atients to be see , an is a d.eJ.ig t in i.nse f • 



,.. 

1 

• p 2. uly 15 .{e ort, 11J· .... e 1in mus. 

'.L'he current week will "'ee 1J.1.. ontag leave us to return to is 
Y,ork at Yellov. ,.;,prin6 s, Ohio. ,1e ... ave beco e indebtec to ... 1i for a u -
ber_ of. contributions • .,_ e :-ias Lupervi seu, and. 3.c t-.. all c:.one of t e 

ecnanical work involveC:. .1.n, "Che details of gettin
0 

t.1e X-r a 
t_? ope~·ate so tnat ,e can secure the vi ta.Lly i .._)or-cant fil s to rove 
~-'1.e existence of rickets, check on tne m.atu.rity of chilaren as s1ovvn 
intb.e bones, etc .. The t1;;chnical ano. personnel proble.n.s involved are by 
no means s:nall. In the process oft he first few exal!l.inationc he as been 
alert enoug to see that we have probably a nitherto unrecognized rob­
lem. child in Italy, v:here stunted gro,vth ana. deve.10.:p. ent ca, se a ne\1 ty e 
of bone disease. The method of apJroach to dia0nose aua. treat "t ... is ty e 
of case have been outlined.. Ie !la.S also tau.;ht us · .L, Italians indlu ed., 
how to use charts with relative 1·ecords of dela and aa.vance in any sort 
of biological :process, thus eli~ninatin the difficulties of co .. npari 0 
i::ec..:poli tan children ·with Ohio cL.ilciren. inal ly he 1as planned tne study 
of tb.e effects of und.ernutri tion on the new-born babies, wl1~ ch llaC been 
sugcested by Prof. resauro, tne local head of Obstetrics. this io beinJ 
carried on by Dr. l':yhos anci r. Vaglio, her Italian colleaGue. 

])r •. b .. yhos has the res onsi bili ty of exarninin0 and trec:t.tin..., "t e - uu.l t 
patients, :aen and non- re'""nant women, as v ell as t.rie ex_ ectanv ot 1ers 
just referred to .. One of her most difficult tasks is to teach t e Italia.11 
interpreter anu doctor ho\ · to secure adequate clata about tl e econo 1c anu. 
fa,· 1y back rounds of t.he pc.tients. 1'11e coiiylications of life here an tne 
differences fro. ~ •uerican or__,aniz tion in the no e and com:;1uni ty 1ake this 
a task for even a ·;,oman w.os experience in hoe, clinic an coirr unity 
are as bro acl as • ers. 

\/hen the patients coDe to the laboratory t~ey are ,et b ~r. 0uckler, 
12i.sE Hagedorn, and ~Jiss r..Howlton. l'he Italian a cociates o.re en and 1 
woman physicians, and an interpreter vrho is also teachin~ .Lan ua.;es in 
both direc ions. rhic ""'roup are havin 0 such a 500d tLn.e, discussin..., tie 
new laboratory ethods, nev: foods, 1 ci. naking new friends, t at infor l 
rules haa to be enunciated to reuuce conversa~ion ana allo~ v.ork. le 3 
Americans are ~eein _o~ they ca..~ develo. executive n eoa o ic O\ers 
and. set the I ta.1 ian doctors to working v .1...,orously v,i t. ei r i. ands. J. e 
all like to talk, and that involves both ands. so t.1is laborator ta 'f 
have to .nanage the patients and. the parents oft e CJ.lildren • ..L'h.e .. :i.ysicc:1.l 
eq_ui:p en t does not incl ua.e oou cnairs and exa,..rlinin 0 taoles on 1.!.Ll.Ch to 
obtain ~-e neeaeu speci~ens. I rovisatio1s are in oraer. 

~obert. .. ellerman is doin 0 a most. intereGtin · job, not onl . a~ .Llanuy 
man at supplies, errands, s i pin, seccJ.r.1n nev. lnte~_preters, nir_n a 
cook, but we .have ci..iscove.1.ect. a glass-blo1;,er in him. iis real tasK is tne 
cailing in homes and lookin~ u.p peo~le that need our .el • u nas ec r 
apart ~i..e asEistant, iliss Ge an

0
nuola, o~ real 1-alent, v .• o_,.a..:J J;JlO eel 

as a consequence of Bob 1 s rompt contact~ t tne local I¥u.11. ~ro~est-
ant clergy. ..L'oge t· er t e./ cal. 1 in 11u • .J.es in the ternoo~1s, :u L- 1, e. ill be 
reportin to us observations on ho . we l ou.1. prescriptions e uel.nu fo 
lovrnc. out. 

One of the ~reat neea.s of thes~ Italian uocto1·s iG for O?Ok c.i.na 
journal contacts \·.ith .,_. erica, hic.'1. t_ ey a.1e eaoer to .1.ee ta is •. oe n v-e 
tner ~fore asked for an ex.,ens1ve group of recent texts, and. are .0 ... 111 -co 
~et journal exchan~eE set up. On~ evi~ence_o! their , being_out of touch is 
an extended debate in staff meetings 1.n ic11 ney a.ilc.1.1.10<1 graa.tly upon 
the vi ta.l .teri ts of mother 1 s milk. It finally became apparent to us t ia.t 
they viere defending their practice of overdilutin co,;:' z .. · lk, since tuey 
d.o not unuersta.nd tne .nouern methods of feedinu babies \;i tn for,_ul e oot .i. 

cafely ~ 1dao.ec:_usi.tel r. :'o ac: ieve c· ety the are _probaoly stc rvin ua Y 
b ;i"bie~. "'le are no;; begin.nine a ctudy of m:o e ne-v.-born oabi s to tr· s-_, ... t . + 
-"'erred fro!.1 t1 e fou ... dli ... g I s • o e t our ho s.i:i · t , to a.c .... onstrat •• e ... oi . .., • 
- In betv; en times, ,;;e ~v .nave to a eneio .. e o .. L ... ~ c...i • o t, '· t .. 1 

t nts ar.a. ooc.:. als, ... ou.se . .t-1 .J..:,G cou le. J. .. 
~ cry leasa:n · 1:?,rb1.~1"' 1.~tey of boa tin an ea b ..... ~.1.lne. .i..., ~ • .LC me. 
i . ~dia. tc :iva i a 

r./lr~~ 
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TELEPHONE CAPITOL 3660 

July 6 1945 

Dr. A. Hug1es Bryan 
UNRRA 
1:-;44 Cone ticut Ave'1ue 

r hi to •~ D. C. 

De Dr. Bryan: 

Enclosed is a copy of the 
latest let er from D. evringhaus 1ich 
re hooe yo1 i_l ~·nd of some int.erPst. 
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..EXEC'-"TIVE OFFICER: 

~AYMOND B. BRAGG • - SCIENTlf"IC CD·DIRECT□ RS 
ELMER L. SEVRINGHAUS, M.D. 

MAURICE B. VISSCHER, M. D. 

THE ITALIAN MEDICAL NUTRITION MISSION 
OF' THE 

UNITARIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE 
2S BEACON STREET, BOSTON B, MASSACHUSETTS 

AND 

CONGREGATIONAL-CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE 
209 4TH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 

COOPERATING WITH 

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

ADDRESS REPLY TD: 

..:;:aj or A. Hughes Bryan 
ill1RRJ 
1344 Connecticut Ave. 
·.fas.1 ington, 25, D. C. 

Naples , 3une 26 , 1945 . 

Dear Dr. Bryan, 

/2 In the unpacking of our f reight and the more careful 
rrangement of t.:the chemicals on the shelves in our "new" laboratories 

Dr. Cuckler has pointed out that we have two kinds of Giemsa stain. 
The dry powder was not ordered by us, but was fo:i;,_some reason packed in 
with other materials in the le.rge boxes, presum8i"y those from the 
A.H.Thomas Co. It is not surprising if they sent us romething ordered 
for UNRRA, even though it might have been originally orct.ered for an­
other group. I report this matter to you only to keep the/records clear, 
in case someone elee .is inquining where/the stain is, anct. also since the 
shipping s.l ips list L. he material as charged to UNRRA. none of our 
supplies were so charged. I enclose the shipping slips for your use. 
The material ia on our shelves, and will be a reserve in case our liquid 
stain is exhausted. 

':le had v ery little loss in shipping, and have found only a fe-..v 
i ms 1orgotten, which must be secured over here. This latter is especi­
s.lly a hea c.che for me. l his is because although the army stores have 
everything we want, we have been unable to secure the channels by which 
to purchase~hose ite~s. Col . Reekie and 1fr. Keeny, apparently for good 
reasons which I have never had expla ned to rne, decline to do what the ~r~~ 
medical organiz_ation here asked, ~mnely come in a1d,kstablish an account. 
lJow the Surgeon GerE ral has issued an order which r:iakes it impossible 
for the medicaJ.idepots here to sell to us, save on declaration of er.iergency 
and t h at they do not wish to do too often . I secured such action by my 
taking many hours of my own time, travel to Caserta, etc . forthe immediate 
needs. But as other items come up, I must still protest, UNRRA owes its 
profes~ional personnel a businesslike arrangement forsecuring supplies. 

re are operating the cl inics f or exar:iination of sick children and 
women, dispensing foods, and carrying out the mission for which we ca~e. 
·, e are still a.t a loss to know why, 10 weeks after the request wa,s sent, 
we still have no aietitian. Also Uiss Flumerfeld was requested to resign 
her position somEfweeks ago, in anticipation of this t__rip. So far as we can 
tell here, nothing is happening to get her to us . I have therefore asked 
Col. Reekie to cable that if she cannot be sent this week, I wish to invite 
~~iss Kathleen VanCleft, now in ElShatt, with little/i uture work in prospect 
there. A letter f rom her dated June 2 said ~r . Pind~r had aitvised her to 
i,rri te directl J to r.ie about the possibility 0 1 CIY needing !11.ore dietetic 
heEp. I need some d\etetic help urgently . 

The situation \Out Dr. Perkins is also a profound puzzle . Stebbins 
has gone north, hoping Perkins can catch up to him before Stebbins must 
re urn. ·.1e are also increasin -ly urgent about those t .. o cars requested 
10 ·:.r eeks ago, known to be ready. . i th al 1 the empty planes and ships that 
co!D.e to these shores it is hard to tmderstand the delays. 

':'his l etter rna,7 sound petvlant, but I assure you it not vs . Bryan, b,..,+ 
h t.pi"' ' l,\ M. R ~A Wo..e,.t._'-~ c.~ ~ o..~~~ --

C.O,.h I..J:.~ ~ ...A.J..\~ ~ ll I: k.~ OJ. 
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ne r 
cli ic is etting unde· con ntly inc e ~i a momen-1-um 

it P~~~n- ·~+erest n the t of +he ItRli n ~t f. Te oup is 
no 11 selecte~ an1 thee rP. 9 oct0r, 1 renti t, 1 labor ~ory 
technolo~ist. I diolo~ic 1 terhni in 5 inte oreters (includin 
11111 e "Dd 1 r inis r•..it"ve a c:i t nt), 1 "D t tie c se ore 

n1 n o f · ce sec 1•etnry. Quite a te·un o me to kee unnin • 
Opu :ite ~o thes. e 10 Am ri ·ans . e · ~ve daily taf meetin s 

o half n hour to t rt t e d v . So ar th ··e are alw·•y enoucrh 
items to "lk 01.l • T e 1 t 2 d ys we s'10 ed them the fe' book 

ouggt, they sno ed us their best, ?nd no e are p epare1 to 
o ,:, cincr [1 gain . Yo11 know h t good be .,gar I can be . \ e eally 
th t t1.e e would be ood accomolis ed in ever·l mys ·r some 

more Ame •ic · n medical bo ks could be sent over . Inci.dentally books 
co et our as f· st as letters if aadre~ e~ to me via the A. P.O. 

o 1te. .Jnst fet t.hem sent in 1 · ttle ... ac a~e , not over t1 e eiP.'. 1t 
lim " , ~ - I thin s ~ n unds per kage. 

It a suggeste by cou.le of our me ber tn t tne publishers 
might be Nillinc to ·en' boolrs at reauced r tes, ;o the advertising 
v·luP. 0f their being int.he ediatric Clinic l~brary •. here we lan 

o lt=>· ve +he· l The oks \ e ho e you can "'e , buy, or ~e sec-:.ire 
<. e ollo 1s : 

tP~ tbook on P ~asitology, by Dr . R. t'. Strona, 19 4 
Stitt ' s Diagnosi, P event · on and Tre:1trne11t of T onic·l Di eases , 

7th editi n , 2 volumes, Bll::ki ton. 
Concnt, M rtin et 1 , 1 nu 1 of Cli · c 1 vcolo y Saunc~·s. 
L bo~ tory :Met , ubl i h by tnP- Pu, lie Heal th .ft qn ., 

1790 ro y, N. Y.C . 194R editio . 
S x, 8 vol11me on nutrition inc ildren. 
B""enn in• 1 p loo ... e ler et O )OUt 4 volume com re tensive eift . 

o-,,.k on Ped·· a tries . lelson oub J.. • s 1e it . ( T y o a rate or 
e .:.. nd T'"'Y , Ph~T iolo~ic0l B· Si of edicr l P actice. 

i 11 · ;m c::: and · il'-{in • 
cLe~ter , J. Clin·c 1 Nut ition nd Dietotherapy . 

P 1 D. ,hite, oi Bo ton, h s a book on Clinic~l e·rt Disease 
Thom: 0 ·l Pa+holo y osby 
Mi l e, 0 Pl i a no.i, Bl ston . 

nct Srhou, Atl· of the Mouth Ar ericcn Dent~l ~ n., ·t 
Chi r · go. Dr . Sc 011 De onally contribute 6 o t11ese 
to sone inaiv "dual dentic:::ts ave . nere . 

A ne P d v 1•y on er ully illu tr te book on he tolo y in 
· 1n en, thA name n p rticulars )out .hie ill be 

sent you 'r om .a ion by is t ,el The lis at our re ue t . 
I n add · ti on I am securing some o•' my boo s , ana othe s from t e 

C:::-:lffie Dll 1 i her, nll rt half pr . ce . r his enti eauest .l run to 
bou 150 t reta · 1 price . Even so . it is ort1 hile ift . 

e re -etting eeger to see Flurnerfeld . Pe 'Kins , Vissc1er C8T • 
nt g is in the 17 t Gen . o ... o . v1ith dy ente·y . Jmy symp-thy! 

Sgd . .l!;lrrier 



ITALIAN 1iEDICAL NUTRITl MISbION. Second nthl report. June 17, 1945. 

During the week of y l& Stebbins and I worked intensively a~ the 
det~ila of preparing the Italian team for the extensive zurvey of nutrition 
and infectious diseases. A truck has been assigned, with driver, to transport 
our food, bedding, and Italian personnel to and from the points of stud,y. 
As a sequel to IIzy" early visit to the Eastman dental institute, I was able to 
"borrown from their large stock 30 electric light bulbs for the hospi ta.l. in 
Fondi and the house where the team lived. Otherwise no electric lights. The 
truck had to be sent way down to Lecce camp to get be sand bedding for the 
use of the team. A trip to N1;Ples wasrequired to get tne electric power turned 
on in one of ~he houses we occupied. This was a beautiful villa on the beach at 
Gaeta, near Fondi. Use of it by the .d,Illerican team allowed us to have down as 
overnight guests numerous meml:2 rs of the UNRRA staff at tlome, to aee the team 
at work, and to cement the friendships which make work so much better. 

May 18 I submitted for:mi. l request for an office .ma.mager, Mrs. sgrave 
Thomas, in Cairo, whose reco.IDI:lendation by ·1aitstill bha.rp made her seem very 
much the kind of person who could keep details 111oving in Rome • .Al though the 
ma.tterwas approved, cleared, ordered, etc., 4 weeks later she still had not 
made the 3 days sea trip to come up. rhe need for an office manager to earry 
on our interests in Rome gets ever more obvious. 

At the last moment I discovered that we had in Rome UNRRA two sisters, 
Ann and Sally Haynes, trained laboratory technici ans, for wb,oml no technical 
employment had been found. One was added to the team, and ultimately began 
getting the blood em are for malaria and anemia diagnoses, ana now at the be­
ginnin~ of the second month of the extensive study, both sisters will be with 
the team, giving part of their time to work with Dr. Cuckler in the study of 
the slides they prepare in the field. 

Drs. Gollan, Schour, and ontag arrived ~ay 20, and during the next week 
were all introduced to the ~ork of the extensive team as observers and con­
eultants. Dr. ontag was a very helpful instructor in clinical medicine for the 
young Italian doctors. Dr. Schour soon began to ileeW33s to add dental exaruina­
tion and treatment, and by the end of the fourth \\"eek he ha.a. introduced into "tht 
team an Italian dentist to do examinations, another to perform e~tractions as 
indicated. Dr. Gollan surprised us all by his grasp of Italian langua6e, and 
he is able to converse at moderate speed with the doctors and patients. 

In order to give the best of nutritional examination instruction to the 
team, the three young Italian doctors were trained by Drs. ~c~ueeney and ~et­
coff, v.hilc still in Rome, and these men came along for the first 2½ days of 
the ondi study to superwise the ~ork in the field. miss Amalia Baran, their 
technical helper accompanied us. For this assistance we shall always be very 
grateful. The long delays in arrival of our freight ma.de it necessary to draw 
on their stock of nutrition ey-sort cards, with which to record the first 
5000 or so of our subjects. · 

The Italian team as composed of 3 young p.hysi cians, 4 students fll7Dm. the 
4th year in m1:;d.ical s chool(Rome), l anthropometric technidian(also an excellent 
house lll3.nager ana al planrer~, 3 nurses(s~eakin Bnglish fairly well), an 
administrative assistant and clinic managerLusing English), and the 2 men ,mo 
operated the power truck and made the X-ray exposures for chest diagnosis. 
With the truck driver this made 15 Ital. ians to i,ransport from Rome. Then we 
employed 4 clerks lee ally, and a housekeeper. All this Ita.1.ian staff are com­
pensated from the Italian or Lire fund, at rates set by the Allied Commission. 
rhe team, as it moves north in another ~eek, will be augmented by the 2 dentist 
members and another nurse, a further stuuent of X-,ray v10rk, and by Lt. Lowry, 
the newly arrived tuberculosis consultant for W , who ~~11 have the oppor­
tunity to study the tuberculosis situa~ion witn us as he also reads the films 
we take. The team will move first to Varese, shoe manufacturing city north 
of ·1an, and then to 3 camps for prisoners ofw.ar just returning from Germany. 
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The clinic started off with a crowd that pressed for examination, so 
we examined 316 the first day. The total for the 12 days of operation at 
Fondi v;ras well over 4000 persons. This is a community of about 17000, in the 
devastated area, halfway between ome a nCl Ncp les, on the edge of the marshy 
sea coast. Malaria was almost universal judging from history and exa.Ul.ination 
of this 25p sample of the city. The hospi~al superintendent, Dr. ~rune Acco­
rinti, and his wife were most helpful in making the arrangements, and we ~re 
hoping that in the matters of distributing food to those in medical neeo, 
and of clothing to be sent over by the Unitarian comi~tee, they can have a 
respons/ible part, for we have confiaence in their integrity and intelli~en0:1 
about such matters. 

rhe most distinct impres~ion in tne clinic is tn~ need for soap and 
water, next for clothes, and often for food. Full-blown vitamin deficienciew 
were rare, moderate lack of Band C vitamins common, rickets surprisingly 
frequent as we ha~ learned elsewhere. The physical plant a.nu equipment of tnis 
hospital make it entirely impossible to do the intensive study here. It is 
evident that this must be placed in either Rome of Eaples. The northern cities 
probably have less nutritional need. 

Coni'erences with tiss Frances erno an, chief of UNRRA at ~aples, and 
her staff, including Dr. Brown, made it evident that the intensive work would 
be welcomed at Naples. The~ ntacts they had already established led very 
quickly to my meeting Dr. raglia, iocal head of o ••• I. and the .edico 
Provinciale, Dr. Fusco, and~through them Prof. uricchio of the Pediatric 
Cliiic, Prof. Tesauro of the Gynecologic Clinic, and Prof. ~iardino of the 
dental clinic, Royal University of Ncplea. All these men were most cordial in 
their prontis e of hospi~ality, and their three departments were idealiy situa­
ted adjacent to each other for our convenience. The space ani technical equip­
ment provided just what we needed. The report oft hi a visit led Dr. Reekie 
and Mr. Keeney to agree with me that N~ lea was the place to settle. Dr. Chas. 
Joy arrived just as I was seeing the N~ le s s. tuation, and so the requiei te 
authorities were all agreed at once. One week later I closed up my Rome of­
fice work, and re110ved the team to Naples, where we are living at present in 
the Terminus Hotel, for transient officers, while tne local UNllliA staff are 
searching for a house where all of the a .nd we can live together. 

The ship with freight arrived in ~ le s Mey- 27, and our feeignt was all 
off just 7 days later. e were very fortunate to have Bob ellerman along to 
superintend the unloading, warehousing, anu removal of it a 1 to the hospital 
where it is now stored or in use. The loeses were very slight, anu remeuiable. 
The Italian staff for work here is now being developed, and to date includes 
7 doctors, i technician, and 3 clerical and administrative asaistants, who are 
also interpreters. A nurse, dentist, and 2 more clerks will be added this next 
week. The doctors include 3 who want to do the laboraory work, and another 
who will be Ruth Flumerfeld's understudy in diet, if and when sne comes over. 

June 4 marked the arrival of Dr. Emma .Kyhos, and the departure from Rome 
of the Italian team for the second spot on the extensive survey, PontecorvoQ 
This city is roughly eimilar to Fondi save for being about 25 miles back from 
the coast, about 1000 feet above sea level, but devastated ana malarious. 
The hospital was somewhat better and furnished the living quarters as well as 
worlli space for the team. he problems and work were similar. Here, as at l!'ond.i, 
and in innumerable other matmrs at ome, we enjoyed the helpful assistance 
of j. Eva Landsberg, .D., u.s.P •• s. She had her medical education in Rome, 
speaks Italian like a native, altho gh she is German by birth, and has been tne 
most helpful liaisson imaginable between us and the Italians all the way from 
peasant patients to doctors and officials. 

June 10 saw Dr. Cuckler in Rome, June 12 I intercepted Dorothy hageuorn 
as she iaS going through T4)les, and on the lbth similarly .lilLi:l.rg. Anowlton, 
so that these three are now at laboraory work. Kel~rman is making numerous 
contacts with Protestant ministers and groups who will need the services of 
our clinic, in addition to the normal intake of the Pediatric ana uynecolofic 
ciinica. e have been operal,ing for three. morni_ngs, andt, 1\fvgeiJe/Jl /eW. rea 
nutritional deficiency cases at once. This weeK-.e mus e • 

~ t'fr ~~ ..... --~,~~ 





I 'I'ALIAN MEDICAL NUTRl TION MISSION 

Second Monthly Report 

June 17, 1945 

During the week of May 14 Stebbins and I worked intensively at the 
details of preparing the Italian team for the extensive survey of 
nutrition and infectious diseases. A truck has been assigned, with 
driver, to transport our food, bedding, and Italian personnel to and 
from the points of study. As a sequel to my early visit to the 
Eastman dental institute, I w as able to "borrow" from their large 
stock 30 electric light bulbs for the hospital in Fondi and the house 
where the team lived. Otherwise no electric lights. The truck had 
to be sent way down to Lecce camp to get beds and bedaing for the use 
of the team. A trip to Naples was required to get the electric power 
turned on in one of the houses we occupied. This was a beautiful 
villa on the beach at Gaeta, near Fondi. Use of it by the American 
team allowed us to have down as overnight guests numerous members of 
the UNRRA staff at Rome, to see the team at work, and to cement the 
friendships which make work so much better. 

May 18 I submitted formal request for an office manager, Mrs. Musgrave 
Thomas, in Cairo, whose recommendation by Waitstill Sharp made her 
seem very much the kind of person who could keep details moving in 
Rome, Although the matter was approved, cleared, ordered, etc., 4 
weeks later she still had not made the 3 days sea trip to come up. 
The need. for an office manager to carry on our interests in Rome gets 
ever more obvious. 

At the last moment I discovered that we had in Rome UNRRA two sisters, 
hnn and Sally Haynes, trained laboratory technicians, for whom no 
tschnical employment had been found.. One was added to the team, and 
ultimately began getting the blood smears for malaria and anemia 
diagnoses, and now at the beginning of the second month of the exten­
sive study, both sisters will be with the team, giving part of their 
timo to work with Dr. G'ucklE;r in the study of the slides they prepare 
in the field. 

Drs. Gollan, Schour, and Sontag arrived May 20, and during the next 
· week were all introduced to the vork of the extensive team as observ­
ers and consultants. Dr. Sontag was a very helpful instructor in 
clinical medicine for the young Italian doctors. Dr. Schour soon be­
gan to sec ways to add dental examination and treatment, and by the 
end of the fourth week he had introduced into the team an Italian den­
tist to do examinations, another to perform extractions as indicated. 
Dr. Gollan surprised us all by his grasp of Italian language, and he 
is able to converse at moderate speed with the doctors and patients. 

In order to give the best of nutritional examination instruction to 
the team, the three young Italian doctors were trained by Drs. 
McQueeney and iiletcoff, while still in Rome, and these men came along 
for the first 2½ days of the Fon di study to supervise the work in the 
field. Miss Amalia Baran, their technical helper accompanied us. 
For this assistance we shall always be very gratefu. The long delays 
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in arrival of our freight made it necessary to draw on their stock of 
nutrition Key-sort cards, with which to record th0 first 5000 or so 
of our subjects. 

The Italian team was composed of 3 young physicians, 4 students from 
the 4th year in dedical school (Rome), 1 anthropometric technician 
(also an ~xcellent house manager and meal planner), 3 nurses (speaking 
English fairly well), an administrative assistant and clinic manager 
(using English), and tho 2 men who operated the power truck and made 
the X-ray exposures for chest diagnosis. With tho truck a.river this 
made 15 Italians to transport from Rome. Then we employed 4 clerks 
locally, and a housekeeper. All this Italian staff are compensated 
from the Italian or Lire fund, at rates set by the Allied Commission. 
The team, as it moves north in another week, will be augmented by 
the 2 dentist members and another nurs0, a further student of X-ray 
work, and by Lt. Lowry, the newly arrived tuberculosis consultant fer 
UNRRA, who will have the opportunity to study the tuberculosis si tua­
tion with us as he also reads tnc films we take. The team will move 
first to Varese, shoe manufacturing cl ty north of Milan, and then to 
3 camps for prisoners of war just returning from Germany. 

The clinic started off with a crowd that pressed for oxamination, so 
we examined 316 the first day. The total for the 12 days of opera­
tion at Fondi was well over 4000 persons. This is a community of 
a.bout 17000, in the devastat€d area, halfway between Rome and Naples, 
on the edge of the marshy sea coast. Malaria w9;s almost universal 
judging from history and examination of this 251b sample of the city. 
The hospital supc.rintendent, Dr. Bruno Accorinti, and his wife were 
most helpful in making tho arrangements, and we are hoping that in 
the matters of distributing food to those in medical need, and of 
clothing to be sent over by the Unitarian committee, they can have a 
responsible part, for we have conficonco in their integrity and in­
telligence about such ma ttcrs. 

The most distinct impr6ssion in the clinic is tho ncec. for soap and 
water, next for clothes, nnci. ofte,n for food. full-blown vitamin de­
ficiencies wore rare, moderate lack of Band C vitamins common, rickets 
surprisingly frequent as we had learned elsewhere. The physical 
plant and equipment of this hospital make it entirely impossible to do 
the intensive study here. It is evident that this must be placed in 
either Rome or Naples. The northern cities probably have less nutri­
tional need. 

Conferences with ivliss Frances Kornohan, chief of UNRRA at Naples, and 
her staff, including Dr. Brown, made it evident that the intensive 
work would be w0lcomed at Naples. The contacts they had already es­
tablish6d led very quickly to my meeting Dr. T!Iiraglia, local head of 
O.N.M. I. and the M0dico Provinc.:iale, Dr. Fusco, and through them 
Prof. Auricchio of the Pediatric Clinic, Prof. Tesauro of the Gyneco­
logic Clinic, and Prof. Giardino of the dental clinic, Royal Univer­
sity of Naplc:s. 11.ll these men were most cordial in their promise of 
hospitality, and the::ir three departments were ideally situated adj a­
cent to each other for our convenience. The space nnd technical equip­
m0nt provi6ed just what we needed. The r0port of this visit led 
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Dr. Reekie and Llr. Keeny to agree with me that Naples was the place 
to settle. Dr. Charles Joy arrived just as I was seeing the Naples 
situation, and so the requisite authorities were all agreed at once. 
One week later I closed up my Rom0 office work, and removed the team 
to Naples, where we are living at present in the Terminus Hotel, for 
transient officers, while the local UNRhA staff are searching for a 
house where all of thorn and wo can live together. 

The; ship with froigh t arrived in .Napl0s i'.~ay 27, and our freight was 
all off just 7 days la tcr. ·. e were ve;ry for tuna to to have Bob Keller­
man along to superintend the unloading, warehousing, and removal of 
it all to the hospital where it is now stored or in use. The losses 
were very slight, and rE-mediablf;. The Italian staff for vrnrk here is 
now oeing aeveloped, and to cato inclu6c.;s 7 doctors, 1 technician, 
c.nd 3 clerical and administrctivo assistants, who ere also interpre­
ters. A nurse, t0ntist, and 2 more clerks will be added this next 
week. The doctors include 3 who want ~c do the laboratory work, and 
another who will be Ruth Flumcrfelt's un6erstudy in diet, if and when 
sh0 comes over. 

June 4 marked the arrival of Dr. Emma Kyhos, and the departure from 
Rome of the Italian team for the second spot on the extensive survey, 
Pontoco~vo. This city is roughly similar to Fondi save for being 
about 25 mil0s back from the coast, about 1000 feut above sea level, 
but dcvs.s ta ted a.na. ma.lnrious. The hospital was somewhat better and 
furnished tnu living quartt,.;rs as well as work space for the team. The 
prool0r:1s and work voro similar. Here, a.s at Fondi, and in innumerable 
other matt< .. ;rs at Rome, we enjoyed the helpful assistance of 
Maj . Eva Landsberg, II .D., U.S.P.H.S. S ho had hGr medical education 
in Romo, speaks Italian likG a native, although she is Gorman by birth, 
and has oocn tho most helpful liaison i~aginablo be~veGn us and the 
Italians all the way from pGasant patients to doctors and officials. 

June 10 saw Dr. Cuckler in Rome, June 12 I intercepted Dorothy Hagedorn 
as she was going through Naples, and on the 15th similarly Marjorie 
Kn owl ton, so tho. t the. so three arc now n t laboratory vrork. Kel lennan 
is making nU.r.1erous contacts with Protestant ministers and groups who 
will need tho services of our clinic, in addition to the normal intake 
of the Pediatric and Gynecologic Clinics. i;e have been operating 
for three mornings, and have seen v<:;ry real nutritional deficiency 
cas6s at once. This week we must begin to feed. 

(signed) Elmor L. Sevringhaus 

' 
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ITALIAN MEDICAL NU'l1P.ITION MISSION--UNRRA 

Proposed Plan of Procedure 

This mission is an organic, although a temporary unit of the UNRRA 
Italian Mission. It is sponsored jointly by the Service Cornmi ttees 
of the Unitarian and the Cong1°ee;ational-Christian Churches of U. S. A. 
·Toe aim is to provide a service to the Italian people in several 
wa~rs: by participating .i.n the provision of food where needed, by 
securing data as to the types of food most urgently needed for the 
restoration of health, by determining the speed with which such 
restoration may be accomplished when the food is supplied under in­
telligent supervision, and by learning what are ~~e more important 
health hazards that have followed in the wake of prolonged and pro­
found malnutritj_on. The carefully recorded and studied results of 
such observations made during the feeding program should ~rove of 
value to Italian officials in future nutrition work, as well as to 
UNRRA in the more adequate planning; of its pr·ogram . The results will 
serve also to furnish the scientific and. public justification for 
providing aid for Italy, if it can b0 shown that the feeding fits 
the needs. 

It is planned that this Mission be located in an active hospital or 
dispensary, so that in collaborat:!on with the local Ite.lian staff, 
the patient clientele may receive comprehensive and intensive therapy 
wbether this requires nutritive correction alone, or that in combina­
tion with other medical care. The facilities which the i.'Iission 
brings include everything whi.ch the most modern human nu tri tjon 
practice considers essential, in both diagnostic and therapeutic 
details. 

The requirements for this i.lission comprise: 

1. A community in which t;iere can be found probably 1000 women 
and children who show definite evidences of malnutrition. Such a 
community should be essentially stable, in order that the results 
of feeding can be observe~ over a period of several months . 

2. A hospital in which space and non-portable equip~ent, such 
as an autoclave, refrigerator, incubator, and electric lights are 
available. . 

3. Services of at least 2 physicians, one dentist, Qnd five 
clerical employoes, to be compensatod by UNRRA, and to participate 
throughout in the examinations of the clients of the nutrition 
clinic. 

The staff of the Idssion is made un of 14 persons, but there will 
never be more than 11 in this field at once, and for a significant 
part of the year's work, there will be only 3 persons occupied. 
The nucleus is a group of 4 clinicians, a dentist, a parasitologist, 
two laboratory technologists, a dietitian, an~ an executive officer 
and welfare contact man. In addition there will be an epidemiologist 
collaborating with the rest of the team, and also conducting a 
parallel program of extensive study, described in the attachment. 
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The examinations to which th0 cli6nts of the nutrition clinic will 
be asked to submit will include a rapid medical history, physical 
examination of the head, eyes, mouth, skin, chest and abdomen such 
as will determine nutritiono.l deficinecies and gross evid0nces of 
complication illnesses, rudimentary anthropometry, including sil­
houette photography, and in those cases where there is suspicion 
of doficinocy states, blood samDles from the antecubital veins. 
X-rays of tho chest will be routine, as will bone development X-rays 
of the children. }1rcquently the bacteriologist will desire throat 
srr.ears, tho parasitologist a stool specimen, and routine urinalysis 
will be done. 

The provision of food for these clients will be according to two 
determining factors: the supplies availo.blo to UNRRA, and the 
apparent medical needs of the indivj_duals. Whether this will be 
done as communal feeding in institutional groups, or as provision 
of foodstuffs to be prcpa.rod at home by the family will de;;pend on 
the na turt:: of the population involved. Since the food supply 
available at this time involves so little animal protein, and since 
this limitation will probably persist for an extended pe::,riod, the 
materials provided include the following: vitamins in pure form in 
abundant supply to demonstrate the need and value thereof, iron 
for therapy of anemia, powder0d whole milk for beve1·age use by 
th0 smaller children only, and a series of supplements to be added 
to cereal flour for improvem0nt in the quality of the protein. 
These supplements include wheat corm (embryo), corn germ (maize 
embryo), soya, sunflower seed, and are prepared as flours which by 
actual trio.l t!an be blencied with wheat flour to mak0 pasta and bread 
almost indistinguishable from produc tn made with the conven tic.no.l 
white flour in America. 11he condition for continuing supply of 
food will be the return to the clinic for such re-examinations as 
arc consider0d essential to determine the success of tho program. 

Since tho work of the Mission will deal with many cases of exagger­
ated nutritive disorder as well as with mod0rate deficiency, and 
since lt will operate in a medical clinic envirorunont, and since it 
will be staffed by personnel with teachins experi~nce , and since 
it will have technical facilities of high gracJ.e, it is sugg0sted 
that the Mis::;ion provide an opportunity to establish n con tor for 
postgraduate study by Italian clinicians intorestod in hu:nan nutri­
tion. The staff will welcome Italian personnel on appropriate 
reconnn0ndation for courses in clinical study. Tho details of such 
coursGs are to be worked out in conferen9e with Itc.lian leadors, 
but will include loctur~s and discussion, in addition to practical 
experience in examination of patients. Lantern slides for illustra­
tion of clinical lectures arc available. 

Dr. i. L. Sevringhaus 
May 7, 1945 
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PLAN UF 3X'i1ENSIVE S'l1LiLlY BY DR . l,. L . STEB ' INS 

INFEC '1'100S DIS:S,'..SE ;rnn NU I1RI TI ON SU:-{VEY 

Many observations hE.1.ve been made which suggest a relationship 
b0tween undernutr.i. tion ar d t}1O occurrc:icc of infectious disease . 
For the most part these ~ata have not been sufficiently complete to 
determine whether the increased prevalence of the infoctioua dis­
eases vms due to tho lowered resistance to infection rosul ting from 
tho malnutrition or whether the malnutrition was th0 rosult of a 
disturbance of metabolism associated with infection . It has also 
not been clearly established that t,."'1.e increased prevalence of the 
infectious dis€ases in presumably undornourished groups was not due 
entirely to other concomi to.nt factors such as co,.1tami.::1ation of 
wat6r, milk, or food supplit;s, increased exposure to infection due 
to crowding and the general breakdown of nomal protective measures . 

In Italy at the present tir.ic t..~cre are areas in wlL ch there has been 
extensive disruption of the normal safeguards against infection and 
also a reduction in the dietary intak1:; or at least a change in the 
normal food habits of the people . In otl:er areas there has been no 
extensive disruption of the nonnal safeguards a 0ains t the spr0ad of 
inf cc tion but thl3l'.'e has been at least a tmnporary limitation of the 
food supply. There aopears to be an increast: in the infectious 
dlscasos ln both types oi' area which would :::iuggtst u relationship 
between undLJr-nutri tion or malnutrition and the iucreasod prcvalonco 
of the inf cc tious dis8ases . Uni'ortuna toly reportGd moroidi ty is 
not considered an accurat6 measur~ of the actual prevalence of dis ­
e,asc in thcsv comrnuni ties . ;... morE.; accura tG 11ieuGure of communicable 
disease morbidity seems urg0ntly n~cdod and there is general agree ­
ment that thie can best be obtaine::d by means of o. sickness survey. 
It is ~lso possibl~ to obtain va:l.uuble information conc~rning gen­
eral nutritional statu.s by m0a.ns of a r~pid but dctailcci cltnical 
inspection by especially trained clinicians supplE.,m0ntcd by X-ray 
c.;xarnlnation of ~he chest and of (.;Crtaln of the lor.g bones to show 
sl cl tal dovtlopml;;nt ill children . It is the1•E.;foru propossd that an 
infoctlous disease and nutrition survey be und0r-cak0n in carC;fully 
selected 1rt..;;aS of Italy and tha·t the Public Hc,alth autl:orities and 
other i:;overnmentnl as well as private agencies bo ask6C. to cocperate 
a11a lend the support that wlll bo necossary if a sufficient sample 
of the populo. tion is to bu <.:xaminod. The de par tmcn t of Public 
Healt:1 will be kept currently infonned of the findings of the survey 
the data subjected to d0tailod analysis and should be of great valoo ' 
to t!1e Italian goverru.cnt in tht.: development of its {scnoral health 
program and sho· ld also oe of gr·ea t scientific value . 

General Outline of the Survey 

The purpos of the survey shall be first to determine the population 
groups which can be considered repre.rnntative of the country and in 
these population units to determine the prevalence of the common 
communicable diseases ~nd second, to determine in the same communi ­
ties the frequency of clinical evidoncc of malnutrition and thirdly 
to attempt a correlation of these two factors . 
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The sample examined in any o.r·00. should be, of suff:i.clont sizo to pro­
vide significant observations and would be carefully checked to 
rule out the possibility of unintentionnl sclectlon. It is proposed 
that o. so.;.1plc consistine; of ten percent of D.ny population group be 
considered o.n ample number provided th~1t this group co.n bo shown to 
ha.vc tho sane denographlco.l characteristics as the populo.tion from 
which it was drawn. It is recognized that in la.rge cities samples 
r.iie;ht be sat:tsfactory though of nmo.ller relative size if no selec­
tion could be d.or:10ns tra ted. 

Clinic Procedure 

The procedures in the clinic would be as follows, persons entering the 
clinic would first be interviewed by specially trained historians and 
a. complete infectious disease history obtained. The pntiont would 
then be given a quick but dctailud clinicn.l inspection and all sus­
plcious clinical findlngs rr_;cordcd, the clinic!:•l exa.mination would 
include search for cbvicus dental defects. Following the clinical 
inspection the following anthropometric observations would be re­
corded, height, weight, biacromial diameter, bicristaJ.l din.meter and 
!!laxim1..m1 calf diameter. E!J.ch person would then be given a chest X-ro.y 
by tho photofluorographic me,thod and children under sixte0n y0ars of 
age would be X-rnyod for sk0lotnl cwidonco of r.mlnutri tion. 

In a s:r.mll proportion of the patients blood smears would be taken. 

Facilities Nooded for the Survey 

1. Wai ting roor:1 spa.cc (maximum 75 -- minimum 30) 
2. Space and desks for four historians 
3. Examination space for two clinicians and a ninimal oquipmont 
4. Space fer two opera tors fer o.ntr:iropo:r.wtric cbsorva tions ( sca.les 

with height stick, calipers) 
5. Compl0te photofluorogrnphi.c unit 
6. Sr.mll laboratory space for c,bto.ining thick and thin blood smears 

The space shoulc. be so arranged. as to provide a continous flow of 
patients through tho routine. It is e.xpoctod that the prcposed teo.m 
could ho.ndlo npproximatoly f:i..vo hundred po.tients a day. 

The success of the survey will depend to a very large extent upon the 
co-ope,rntion of the local health authorities and oth0r cOJ!mlunity or­
ganizations. It will bo nocessary to make definite arrangements for 
the; scheduling of the clinic, and the approval of the loco.l church 
authorities wculd bo obtained in advance. It is hoped that families 
would co~e together and all children would of necessity bo accompa­
nied by at least one parent. 



Dear Dr. Bryan, - . a:ples, June 14 

I must apologize for delay in writing you, and for not do·n 
~ton lette7head. But days are so full t~t ~his has to be done at the h~t:l 
int he ~vening. I~ fact, so i:iuch of 1?Y. time is devoted to medical and also 
non-med~cal_supplies, that little clinical work will be done by the director 
and senior i~ternist. The supply organization of UNRRA is getting into sha e 
slowly, but it is one of the major disappointing :features of an organizatlon 
that has been growing J::e re since last ~ctober. I am b~ing embarrassed by medi­
cal army men who want to know when I will stop executive work and hunting 
for supplies, to get down to my own professi.on. This is not a pleasant way to 
start a letter, bu~! !eel it is time that some of your superior officers in 
Washington know about it all. 

The chief headache has been that X-ray film we were promisea.. All that 
has yet reached Italy was labeled a "refrigerator••, discovered by accident, 
and last night after weeks of arranging, it wa.sdelivered to me here. The size 
was wrong, so part of today wa.s spent, pleasantly enough as to personal con­
tacts, in exchanging it with army stores for the correct 10 x 12 size. Thia 
provides for 720 films. More is promised via London next month. 

In response to Visscher's letter about the product to be made from the 

(
washea chicken viscera, I cannot get enthusiastic. First the product would 
need careful trial, with chemical data. Next it would have to have a ~arge suw 
ply asw red. But even then, if it were not an indigenous proauct of this coun--i• 
try, I would hesitate. I believe they must learn to produce their own protein 
foods, fort hey cannot import all they want. The solution seems to me to be 

1 in better O:lreal culture, better use of 'Ml.ole grains, learning to use the soya 
and other pulses properly, andd eveloping dairy herds. So I cannot become en­
thusiastic about adding another source of protein to our study. 

As a matter of fact the number of cas~s of se~ious protein deficiency whic 
we may encounter here will be limited, and make it hard enough to evaluate the 
cereal and milk products we now have. The general nutrition of this country 
is not as bad as we thought. metcoff and Yc~ueenie are conservative, but I 
think the reports you have had from them give you an honest report and se1ve to 
furnieh a prelude for the story we hope to tell. e have had much advantage 
from working with them. I regret that w e had to use so largely on the card 
supply they bad, and the reason I asked that cable be sent you for more of 
their cards, is that Metcoff felt hurt that d useu their cards, at a rate whic 
he thought would handicap their further ViOrk. 

Cuckler and Hagedorn arrived this. week, and we had just got our freight 
moved into place, so they began labor.£ ory work at once. e have set up in the 
Pediatric, Gynecologic and Dental clinics of the rtoyal Univ. of ~aples, with as 
pretty a space and equipment layout as you could ask for. The personal atti­
tude oft he Italians is most cordial and enthusiastic. We have alreaa.y ll 
Italians on the staff here, with a few clerks yet to be added. ·e began seeing 
patients today. One was so bad that an intravenous plasma therapy is planned 
for him tomorrow if he gets back to the c1inic. 

Of course I am at a loss to know how the ~tate Dept. has managed to hold u 
Flumerfelt, as well a.s to delay e~ ryone else. My plan is to leave here about 
July 1, via rseilJe s, where t.he Unitariansmnt my advice for their men who 
are there, Thence I shall fly to the u.~.A. I expect t.1-ia.t I will stop in 
Washington for a brief report. 

I wonder whether the detailed report oft he f :ir st month here ever reached 
you. It was sent in 3 copies, by diploma tic pouch. I was told that was the 
most prompt way to send detailed reports that the censor might garble. It 
left my hands on · y 15, I think. I fear the diplomatic pouch is the most 
uncertainjw way, and I shall not use it again. ~hortly I will prepare another 
repar t on the second month's work, and send it directly. We a.re all well, save 
Sontag has a lighting up and discomfort from an otitis that occurred as an im­
mediate sequel to the plane trip. The external drainage has been less of a 
problem than the loss of lm.ring and the malaise. 

rve all join in sending our hearty pereo;iaJ. greeting~ to you. 
Cordially, 

efu)Jb.. r. ~~ 



' -REPORT OF FIRST MONTH OF ITALIAN MEDlCi{L NU'IBI'l1ION MISSION 

April 13. On first day at headquarters we attended a conference 
arranged by Qol. Reekie with Mr. Solimena, Minister of the Interior's 
chief of Public Health, attended by numerous medical advisers, in­
cluding Dr. Bergami, high commissioner for food, and Dr. Canaperia, 
the one ~ost interested in tuberculosis. The decision of the meet­
ing, sought by Col. Reekie was in favor of the medical determination 
of which mothers and children deserve supplemental food from UNRRA 
stores. The Italians were to prepare a detailed plan. 

The next day we began interviews with Miss Elizabeth Gardiner who 
had come up from San Spirito, to discuss joining our mission. After 
I.lr. Keeny found that she lacked personal enthusiasm and eagerness 
for the task of rehabilitating Italians, she and we were convinced 
that she had better remain with the Yugo-Slavian mission. 

On the 15th we were taken by Dr. Landsberg, Italian educated, but 
now in U.S.P.H.S. for an inspection trip to Frascati, where we saw 
at first hand the devastation of homes and churches, on the hills 
which gave military command of Rome from the west. Nevertheless we 
ate our sandwiches at an operating sidewalk restaurant, and our con­
versation (Landsberg's) brought delicious artichokes cooked in deep 
oil, as well as Frasca ti. That evening we heard i1Ir. Keeny, chief of 
the Mission explain UNRRA in Italy to a crowd of Allied officers at 
the 1~. R. C. bull session. It is evident that many army men have 
little understanding of the prograr.i or needs. 

On the 16th, at a conference of the various depart~ient heads in this 
staff of some 60 people we laid our program down in detail, with 
much understanding and real cooperation from the others. It was 
evident to us that more cars would be required, and request for a 
sedan and a station wagon was made at once by mail. Mr. Keeny con­
sented at once to call the balance of the team forward. Today, 4 
weeks later, we are still waiting to hear when they will come. We 
had assigned to us a 3rd y0ar student of engineering, former lieu­
tenant in the Italian army, as interpreter. He does well. 

~uarters are in tho Hotel Esperia, where the staff, and others in 
sinilar work, have a comfortable ~css and quarters, that helps us 
get acquainted. I have had overs. few weeks throo different British 
transients as room-mates. I find it ados much to the interest and 
understanding. The interchange of ideas between the two groups 
might well be greater . Mr. Contini has just arrived, bringing word 
that Salvemini had published in the U.S.h. an attack on our program, 
asking why take an experim0nt to Italy, when the money could better 
be spent on food. For relaxation we have on 6 evenings per week the 
opportunity to attend the fine opera which is two minutes walk from 
the hotel. Performances are ;,1agnificont in every way. Beginning at 
5:30, we can have dinner after tho opera. 

On the 18th we began our contacts with the Eastl:1an Dental Clinic, 
which we found operating in somewhat reduced fashion, not badly 
d~maged, and doing a splendid job in plastic surgery. The 19th 
found me ~quipped with a card to the FX, even though I needed little 
save soap. But the rations of cigarettes and gum are the 1:1ost useful 
tips and rewards. Imagine giving an adequate tip with 1 cigarette, 
and getting beams of happiness with 11molto grazic 11 for 3 after a jeep 
driver has done us a nico favor. 
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Dr. St~bbins had called on ~aj . Gen. Stayer in Caserta, and this day 
he and Col. Perrin Long car.1e to Rome, inviting Stebbins and mB to 
dinner, where we chattGd long about our program. 

On the 20th, I began a series of hours of working with Lt. Col. Butler 
anc. with .icQ,ueeney and Metcoff on thG rcvlsion of the code for re­
cording nutri tio!1al diagnostic findings. 'I'h0 nur:1bcrs as included 
are to remain with their previous significance, but we are adding 
further details, and supplying exact details for eyes and mouth by 
a decimal scheme. 

On the 21st, Lt. Col. Charles J, Birt, r.iy friend now with A.C., came 
in fror'.1 his post farther north. Vvi th him I called on Brig. Parkin­
son, the r1edical man at comnand of .A.G. and found a fine attitude. 
I also met Col. Carlton Washburn, Educational SubCo:r.rr:1ission, who 
had helpful ideas. Galls were n~de on .1:,.r:ibassador Kirk, who was 
cordially helpful , and v10 attended an infernal conference with 
Myron Taylor, on the matt8rs of food. and clothing relief for Italy. 
Our progrru:1 was presented, and we were assured of an opportunity to 
contact Monsoignor Co.rroll, Secy, to the Pepe. He has promised 
letters to the bishops where w~ wish to work. 

On the 22nd wo began interviews with Italian doctors, students, etc. 
to make up our teams. The process is continuing, although the first 
teari for Stebbins tub~rculosis work is now secured, partly trained, 
and will begin work ~ay 21 at Fondi. 

On the 23rd, I found that there is a double type of approach to 
nutrition, for in thu welfare section of UNRR1:;. there are Misses Sue 
Saeow (U.S.11.) and Marjorie Bailey (U.K.) who arc doing much in the 
f icld of feeding f 01· large groups . I·he se v10::1L;n are practical 
dietitians. There is soDe difforcnce in pcints of view, and the 
rationalization of the !1E>thods -i.e. food for largo groups or food 
according to medical det8TI:1ination of individual need is still being 
discussed but requires an ovcr&ll and well coordinated approach. 
Food is beginning to mov~, in part due to ~iss Sadow's personal 
determination and energy. 

On the 24th, Stebbins and I ~alled on ~r . Solincna, the lawyer who is 
in control of public health, and ho gave us assurances of coopGra­
tion in the introductions we need to his men down the ladder of hier­
archy. He had for us the rvplies on· tho matter of detailed nedical 
det0rrJination of fo0d needs, prepared by Italian physicians, which 
arc enc0uraging in that they plan on physical criteria for diagnosis, 
and arc a good basis for the discussions which McQuGeney and Motcoff 
hope to undertake. There is □uch time being lost in these matters, 
I fear. 

The Ford sedan has arriveu, but could not be unloaded at Naples since 
it was down uniong the sugar ancl cod fish which had to come off the 
boat at Leghorn, whore thv docks were ample for storage. So I went 
by truck 200 ~ilcs to Leghorn, and claincd the Ford which is still 
tbe envy cf every ona frcm chi~f of mission to G.I. Joes along the 
road. We have done somE; 2500 miles of inspecting Italy in 18 days 
since. I was just naughty enough to try the car out on a trip to 
Pisa (clinb8d the tower) and Florence before returning to Rone. I 
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was quickly taught how one "scrounges" for whatever he needs in the 
way of supplies and service, all of it covered b, formal provision. 

On the 29th, we attended a farewell party at a local camp for 
refugees , where the F'riends staff were c.eparting for a new project 
farther north. It was interesting to see how nicely dressed the 
refugees looked in tho clothes sent to them. ¼e participated in 
their danc0, 'l'hat sar.1e Sunday I 1:rnt the team of 3 ministers sent 
out b~r the I~'cdero.l Council of Churches, to arrange aid to Italy, 
and with thC;r:: attended the Waldensian (f'rot0stant) church in Ro1-:1c. 
This contact has been of help, anci also put us in contact with the 
groups scatt0red about this country which hGvo been long known as 
quietly but firmly anti-fadcist as well as champions of religious 
liberty. '.they do not complain of religj_ous persecution. 

On the 30th, we took Dr. Canapcria, of the ~ublic Heulth service of 
Italy, on a trip to inspect Fonai and Pontecorvo, in the devastated 
nr~a south. Hero we arrangud two places, with hospitals repaired 
enough to be of use to us, in which the surveys will begin next 
week. Dr. Canaperia is helpful, talks a good English. \rn saw a srup 
line in operation at Foncii, with sic~ children coming to got their 
one daily supplement, provided by thG bmerican Relief to Italy, but 
very inadequate. 

May 1, we had the fortune to find Dr. Valiani, a wo□an nearly through 
her course for the M.D. and already a Ph.D. in Anthropology. She 
will work with us for the year, I believe, and give us some trained 
help at measureMcnts. 

It became evident th~t if we are to continue tho photofluorographic 
work beyond July 1 we shall have to rehabilitate the Italian appara­
tus, which is good, and of which there are many units. ¼e will be 
given two, so that by "cannibalization" we can make one complete one 
for our continued use. To do this we :r:iust have froi;1 the .u.S.11.. at 
once a special Morgan timer and the ca:r:iera, both not available over 
here. These have been sent for. They will ~ako possible our work, 
and will rE;presont a fine contribution to the Italians after we 
retreat. 

I so cured a conference ~i th Hr. Hazen and 1Hss Passerina, at .A. C., 
on the natters of soya bean cul turc and consu .. ption in Italy. Tt .. erc 
arE:: id.eas about that this bean is not cuited for culture or consump­
tion here. I think we will have to plan n program to overcome the 
prejudices. 

hlay 3 I attended a survey in a school, ages 5 to 14, and saw how the 
tean 6Xrunines the children for 6.eficiency disE;ase. The children 
were usually clean, showed little trouble Gxcopt rickets. This was 
of the II old11 varie t:r, due to inadequate prevention before Ital r was 
in the war. 'ih0re is little serious underweight to be seen. The 
Italian doctors who complain of this aro accustomed to fatter chil­
dren than we are in U.S.,-.. 

Dr. Stebbins drov0 to Naples, stopping at Fondi to secure houses to 
quarter the team while at work. It will be necessary to obtain mili­
tary pemit to install electric connections, and also wo must send 
a truck to Lccce to secure beds, etc. for the team of 15. 
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On :ilay 4, we submi ttcd a budget for the two tcar,1 s for the 3rd quarter 
of the year. The Italian personnel will be paid fron the Lira 
account, provided by the Italian govorn.ment, releaeing tho Service 
Com>;;i tt0c funds for cars and oquip;-:en t needed. 

I:loy 5 WG took foQuceney and Ilietcoff to cross the i-.pponines and s6e 
the hospital and founaling home in Chieti. This city c·f 25000 is 
set on n hill nuar the hdriatic, hns suffered no military d~struc­
tion. There wns no enthusiasm of the local provinical doctor for 
our surve:t there. The foun6.ling ho:r:ic shewed us nuch active rickets 
in infant~, wn0 a re in the caru cf nuns, supervised by a pedia­
trician, but who never get any ciirect sunlight, which would co□plcte­
ly prevent or cure the rickets. I nr1 starting an effort to got the 
professor cf pediatrics in RoMe to put some now effort into teaching 
the Italian nurses an6. motr1E:.-rs the need. for o.ir0ct sun treatment. 
He has a nur:1bcr of intcr..,sting alibis, such as tho intense light 
hero, the low ultraviolet value in the north, tho lack of olive oil 
to stor the skin with ergosterol, the advQntagcs of sunlight at 
the sea shore, not available bec2us0 of military security in recent 
years. We are thcrl,forc a ttc:npting an educational cur.paign. 

On Ma~ 6, 1 attended a tasting party at a local hospital, organized 
by Dr. Filcti, the pediatrician who has made herself the only teacher 
of dietitians in Italy. She is rually good. Her big-wig officials 
cm:10, and saw how Ul'JRR.J.. foods can be r-1:idc pala tablG. Now, cnly 8 
days later, there is meeting here a 4 cay sessicn cf the nurses from 
two agencies that provide public health nursing for a region extend­
ing across the peninsula, and fror:1 N~ples to well north of Rome. 
These nurses are being instructed in recipes for UNF.Rh foods, and 
being indoctrinated. I think it really excellent . I secured per­
mission to introaucc my rickets point into the discussion tcmorrow, 
after the Prof. of podiatries, Frontn.li, has talked. He is friendly 
and will accept the sugge::;tions, ,....,s 11cdified . 

May 7 saw Stebbins and ~e cff with 3 others of the mission, to visit 
Leghorn, Flor0nc -, and we ~o.sily get to Bologna, then on to Uilan 
and saw Cumo and th8 Lake .aggiorc. ttt Varese we found a good small 
industrial ccmr.rnni ty, surrounded by gcod agricultural country, with­
out significant :1ilita~7 de.nage , where we 11avo arranged to cvnduct 
a survoy very soon. This is being requestet.:. by Ccl. Bisozzoro, 1;1ed­
ical men in the ~.M .G. The north looks wall fed, ctter dressed, 
has less inflation, nnc: wl, de not bcliE:ve there is ad,Jquate reason 
why th intensive study for thG "Jear shculd be tncre. vvc had some 
good contnct with the civilian population in and about Varese, thanks 
to the contacts with the ministurs, whom we met again in Milan, and 
who got us in touch with the local doctor. Ccnversntion with him 
gave us assurancu of re:lativcly little food nE:ed. In :.ilan we had a 
ccntact wit' .. enc of Dr. File ti I s trained dietitians, who assured us 
shE; can get enougn milk, eggs, anu vegetables for h0r 1700 bed hos­
pital. Her only shortage is coruals. ~e r eturned via Genoa and the 
Riviera . Really th~ scenery of this peninsula is such a constantly 
changing pane,rama c,f mountain, sec., plain, and varied crops, that 
trc.vel is a d(,lightful privilege combined with our inspection and 
s .. arch fer places that need cur attention. 

:May 15 Elmer L, Sevrin5haus 
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Report of Firs t nth of Itali~ Meo.ical .1.1utrition · ssion. 

• ~ •ril 13. On first day . headquarters w~ atten ad a corA·eno ~d by Col, ~Ide 
ith r. Solimena, · · ster of t."1e Interior's chief of P._ic · ,eel.th, attended by 

nume ous medical advisers, including Dr. Bergmg.i, high commissioner for food, and 
Dr. Canaperia, the o ost interested in tuberculosis. The decision of the meetin 
sought by Col. Reekie, sin favor of the medical determination of which mothers 
children deserve su. il ,ental food from UNRRA tores. Tae Italians were to nre 
a detailed plan. 

The next day e began interviews with · iss 'lizabeth Gardiner who had come ll .. 
San Spirito, to discuss joining our mission. After r. Keeney found that she 1-e.-c\1:.,~•,., 

personal enthusiasm and eagerness for the task of rehabilit~ting Italians, sh 
e ere convinced that she had better remain with the Yugo-Slavi9.?1 mission. 

On the 15th e ere taken by Dr. Landsberg, Italian educated, but no. in U.S.?.H.S. 
for an inspection tr·p to Frascati, where we sa at first hand the devast&tion of 
homes and churches, on the hills which gave military command of Rome fr~m the west. 

evertheless we ate our sandwiches at an operating side alk restaurant, and our 
conversation(Landsberg's) brought delicious artichokes cooked in deep oil, as well 
as Frascati. That evening we heard Mr. Keeny, ohief of the ·ssion explain UNRRA in 
Italy to a crowd of Allied officers at the A.R.C. bull session. It is evident that 

aey army men have little understanding of the program or needs. 
On the 16th, at a conference of the various department heads in this staff of· 

sol!le 60 people e laid our program dom in detail, with much understanding and real 
cooperatio from the others. It .as evident to us that more cars ould be -required, 
and re uost for a sedan and a station agon as made at once by mail. [r. Keeny con-

ented at once to call the balance of the team forward. Todey, 4 weeks later, we are 
still waiting to hear when they 11 come. e had assigned to us a 3rd year student 
of engineering, former lieutenant in the Italian army, as interpreter. He does ell. 

Quarters are in the Hotel Lsperia, here the staff, and others in similar work, 
have a comfortable ess and quarter, that helps us get acquainted. I have had over 
a few eeks three different British tran ients as room~mates. I find it adds much to 
the interest and understanding. The interchange of ideas between the to groups might 
well be greater. r. Contini has just arrived, bringing ord that Salvemini had pub­
li hed in the U.S •• an attack on our program, asking by talce an experiment to 
Ital, hen the money cou~d better be spent on food. For relaxation we have on 6 
evenings per week the opportunity to attend the fine opera hich is to minute alk 
fr the hotel. Performances are magnificent in every ay. Beginning at 5:30, Je can 
have dinner after the opera. 

On the 18th •e began our contacts with the astman Dental Clinic, which we found 
operating in somewhat reduced fashion, not badly damaged, and doing a splendid job 
in plastic surgery. The 19th found me e uipped with a card to the PX, even though 
I needed little save oap. But the rations of cigarettes and gum are the most useful 
tips and re ards. Imagine giving an adequate tip ith 1 cigarette, and getting beams 
of happiness th "molto gaazie0 for 3 after a jeen driver has done us a nice favor. 

Dr. Stebbins had called on aj. G • Stayer in Caserta, and this day he and Col. 
Perrin L9ng came to Rome, inviting St bbins and me to dinner, here e chatted long 
about our program. 

On the 20th I began a series of hours of working ·th Lt. Col. Butler, and ith 
c eeney and etcoff on the revision of the eode for recording nutritional diagnostic 
findings. The numbers as included are to remain with their previous significance, 

bat e are adding further details, and sipplying exact details for eyes and mouth by 
a deci al scheme. 

On the 21st t. Col. Charles J. Birt, my friend no ·t.~ A.G., came in from his 
post farther north. ith I called on Bri0 • Parkinson, the medical man at command 
of A.C. and found a fine attitude. I also met Col. Carlton ashburn, Educational 

ubcommission, o had helpful ideas. Calls were made on .Ambassador Kirk, who as 
d dially helpful, and we attended an informal conference ·th ron Taylor, on the 
atters of food and clothing relief for Italy. Our prog au presented, and we 
ere assured of an opportunity to contact onseignor Carroll, ecy. to the -Ope. 

e s prol!lised letters to the bishops here e wish to ork. 
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O~ ~he 22nd we began int. Vie s 1t!. th Hallan doctors, stul ts, etc. to make up our 
teams. The process is continuing, although the first team for tobbins tuberculosis 
ork is no secured, partly trained, and 11 begin · ork ay 21 at Fondi. 

Un the 23rd I found that there is a double type of approach to nutrition, for in 
the elfare section of UNRRA there are ·sses Sue ad·N (O. S . -~ and arjorie Bailey 
(U.K.) ho are doing much in the field of feeding for large groups. These iomen are 
~ractical dietitians. There is some difference in points of view, and the rationali­
zation of the methods-i •• food for large groups or food according to medical determi­
nation of individual need is still being discussed but requires an overall and ell 
coordinated approach. Food is beginning to move, in part due to iss Sa.dow's personal 
determination and energy. 

On the 24th Stebbins and I called on Mr. Solimena, the lawyer who is in control of 
public health, and he gave us assurances of cooperation in the introductions e need 
to ·s men down the ladder of hierarchy. He had for us the replies on the matter of 
detailed medical determination of food need , prepared by Italian physicians, hich 
are encouraging in that they plan on physical criteria for diagnosis, and are a good 
basis for the discussions which c ueeney and tcoff hope to undertake. There is much 
time being lost in these matters, I fear. 

The Ford seds.n has arrived, but could not be unloa ded at Naples since it as 
down among the sugar and cod fish hich had to come off the boat at Leghorn, here the 
docks were ample for storage. So I ent by truck 200 miles to Leghorn, and clai ed the 
Ford hich is still the envy of every one from chief of mission to G.I.Joes along the 
road. e have done some 2500 miles of inspecting Italy in 18 days since. I as just 
naughty enough to try the car out on a trip to Pisa(climbed the to er) and ·1orence 
before returning to Rome. I was quickly taught ho one "scrounges" for hatever he 
needs in the way of supplies and service, all of it covered by formal provi ion. 

On the 29th we attended a fare ell party at a local camp for refugees, where the 
riends staff were departing for a ne project farther north. It was interesting to 

see ho nicely dressed the r~fug es look in the clothes sent to them. e p rticlp ted 
in their dance. That same ounday I met the team of J ministers ent out by the Federal; 
Council o.f 1,;hurches, to arrange aid to taly, ~d with them attended th ~ aldensian 
(Protestant) church in Rome. Tnis contact has been of help, and also put us in cont ct 
"th the roups scattered about this country hich have been long known a quietly 

but firmly anti-fascist as ell as c ampions of r llgious liberty. They do not complain 
of religious persecution. 

On the 30th e took Dr. ~anaperia, of the Pu lie nealth service of Italy, on a trip 
to insJect Fondi and Pontecorvo, in the devasaated area south. Here e arranged to 
places, "th hosp~tals repaired enough to be of use to us, in hich the surveys ill 
begin next eek. Dr. vanaperia is helpful, talks a good Engllsh. saw a soup line 
in operation at Fondi, with sick children coming to get their one daily suppl~ment, 
provided by the American lief to Italy, but very inadequ te. 

ay 1 e had the fortune to find Dr. Valiani, a ioman nearly throu h her course 
for the M.D. and already a Ph.D. in Anthropology. She will work th us for the year, 
I believe, an give us some trained hel. at measurements. 

It became evident that if e are to continue the photofluorographic ork beyond 
July 1 we shall have to rehabilit~te the Italian apparatus, which is good, and of whcih 
there are many uni ts. fo will be given t o, so that by "cannibalization" e can mak 
one complete one for our continued use. To do this e must have from the U •• A . at 
once a special organ timer and the eamera, both not available o er here. These have 
been nt for. •hey will make possible our ork, and ill represent fine contribu­
tion to the Italians after e retreat. 

I secured a conference with r. Hazen and 
of soya bean culture and consumption in Italy. 
is not suited for culture or consumption here. 
to overcome the prejudices. 

s Passerina, at A.G.,on the matters 
ere a re ideas about, that c!his bean 
think we · 11 have to plan a program 
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• ~ ~ay 3 I attended tliurvey in a school, ages ~ o 14, and saw how 
the team examines the children for deficiency disease. The children were 
usually clean, showed little trouble except rickets. This was of the 
"old" variety, due to inadequate prevention before Italy was i in the war. 
There is little serious underweight to be seen. The Italian doctors who 
complain of this are accustomed to fatter children than are we in U.S.A. 

Dr. St ebbins drove to aples, stopping at Fondi to secure houses to 
quarter the team while at work. It will be nezessary to obtain military 
permit tc install e : ectric connections, and also we ust send a truck 
to Lecea to secure b eds, etc. forte team of 15. 

On ~ay 4 we submitted a budget for the two teams for the 3rd 'ftlarter 
of the year. The Italian personnel will be paid from the Lira account, 
provi ed by the Italian government, re1easing the Service Co~mittee funds 
for cars and equipment needed. 

ay 5 we took McQ eeney and .~etcoff to cross the Appenines and see 
the hospital and foundling home in Chieti. This city of 25000 is set on 
a hill near the Adriatic, has suffered no ~ilitary destruction. There 

was no enthusiasm of the local provincial doctor for our survey there. 
The foundling home showed us uch active rickets in infants, who are in 
the care of nuns, supervised b, a uediatrician, but who never get any 
direct sunlight, which would completely prevent or cure the rickets. I 
am starting an ef fort to get the professor of pediaarics in Rome to put 
some new effort into teaching the Italian nurses aud mothers t he need 
for direct sun treatment. He has a number of interesting alibis, such 
as the intense light here, the low ultravio1et value in the north, the 
1ack of olive oil to store the skin with ergosterol, the advantages of 
sunlight at the sea shore, not available because of military securit" 
in recent years. We are therefore attempting an educational canpaign. 

Cn ·.ay 6 I attended a tasting party at a local hospital, or anized 
by Dr. Fi leti, the pediatrician who has made herself the only teacher of 
dietitians in Italy. She is really good. Her big-wig officials ca~e, and 
saw how UNRRA foods can be ade palatable. 10w, only 8idays later, there 
is meeting here a 4 day session of the nurses from two agencies that pro­
vide public health nursing for a region extending across the peninsula, 
and from .Taples to well nort~ of Rome. These ~urses are being instructed 
in recipes for TR foods, a~d being indoctrinated. I think it really 
exce1lent. I secured per ission to introduce my rickets point into the 
discussion tomorrow, after the Prof. of pediatrics, Frontali, has talked. 
He is friendly, and will accept the suggeltons, as modified. 

~ay 7 saw Stebbins and r e off wit 3 others of the ission, to visit 
Leghorn, Florence, and we easily got to Bologna, t _en on to ~lan and 
saw Como and the Lake .aggiore. At Varese we found a good smail industrial 
community, surrounded by good agricultural country, without significant 
ilitary damage, where we have arranged to conduct a survey very soon. 

This is being requests by Col. Bisozzero, medical an in the A •.•• G. 
The north looks well fed, better dressed, has less inflation, and we do 
not believe there is adequate reason why the intensive study for the 
year should be there. e had some good contact with the civilian popu­
,ation in and about Tarese, thanks to t he contacts with the mi nisters, 
~ho we met again in :ilan, and ho got us in touch with the loca1 doctor. 

onversat·on wi t ' h gave us assurance of re l atively li t tle food need. 
In ilan we had a co tact : t o e of Dr. Fileti's trained dietitians, 
ho assured us she can et enough milk, eggs, ad vegetables for her 1700 

bed hospital. er o~-~ Ehort/a-e is cereals, 
e returned via Genoa anr the Riviera. Really the scenery of this 

peninsula 1s such a constantly changing panorama of mountain, sea, plain, 
rR~pi~tt5n it p~eal<t-tttf~Fapflci~ h~ 1b~&!fHti_rPKtrii~~on~0 bined ~d th our 
May 15 Elmer L. Sevringhaus 
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Dear Dr . 

1A arch 1945 

to b moving rapidly d I will ko p you post on 
they occur. 
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• THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

STATE OF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

"''ADISON 6 

i 1arch 7, 1945 

ME ICA L DIVISION 

r. 
UNRRP., Health Division 
1344 Connecticut Avenue 
lashin ton 25, D. C. 

Dear Doctor Bryan: ·I 
C 

~ I am enclosing the letter from the Borden's Company which hac just come 
-----i~·n=-~rther explanation of their wanting a copy of the ocean bill of lnding signed J ~/) for customs purposes. This letter need not be returned to my file but I submit it 

// to you so that you may know what the firms expect.If this is necessary I will expect 
that your shippin department will .rovide such papers and return the to all the 
manufacturers when I send you the p pers that are provided for in our plans. 

ie are ~etting more and more evidence from the manufacturers of the de­
sire to et these materials into motion. ead Johnson of vansville, Indiana, 
wrote me a ~ay or two ago that they ,ere unable longer to hold it at Evansville 
and therefore had forwarded this to UlRRA. This was definitely with the kno led~e 
that I had told them to hold it and without any permission from me to move it. 

I have had materials froM the midwest ~oved by frei ,ht to the Unitarian 
11arehouse a~ we agreed when in your office on the 27th of E'ebruary. That should 
make easy transfer when the tie really comes that you are r ady to accept the ma­
teriel. Let me call your attention to the difficulties in this atter of. ettin 
the ~anufacturera to move. As I understand the scheme it is at present as follois. 
You will notify me of a date when you are ready to receive the papers such as in­
voices and packing lists. I will forward them to you. Two 1ee1Cs from that time 
the material can be sent to the UIBRA ,mrehouse. I must have from you a definite 
indication of when I can notify the nanufacturers to do this. I shall then have to 
send word by letter or telegram to each of the manufacturers involved. dll of this 
necessarily must be done before I leave kadison and I will be the first one to le ve 
to ~o abroad. Somehow or other we ~ust find a way for circumventin this clumsy 
and time-consuming process. 'llien can T be~in to send word to the manufacturers? 

I am ettin~ further evidences of difficulty in holdin~ the te m for de­
layed program. Besides my p~rsonal leave problem hich runs out July 1st, ~r. 
Stebbins' whicP probably runs out a little earlier, : have just heard from Dr. Son­
tap; amon other technical things as follows: "You will remember th t my leave of 
absence be an 1 rch l~t, for a period of three months. Sirce I did not le ve at that 
tie, I may be able to extend the date of that leave somewhat, but at the ~o ent I 
a not in a position to guarantee that I shall be able to stay the full three onths 
if I leave substantially later then originally expected. ~he crucial point i th t 
the buildin~ plans upon 1hich 1e have been vorking ust be ready by early su er 

1 
because is the European ar ends by that time, 1e s ould probabl • ~roceed at once 
with construction." 

Tf the currently reported difficulties ith the Bonomi cabine i~ Italy 
are oin~ to create an indefinite delay in ovin for1 rd with this project, 1 ear 
that ,e sh,.11 h<i.ve to l"aKe a compl1?te fundamental revision in the whole pro raM. I 
should be very much pleased to have your reactions to theses ve-~1 items. 

:., r i 11-, J ~c 
""LS:fv 

• --Vr }: US 
1 . - . 
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- -THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

STAT,'; CF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

MA DISON 6 

MEDICAL DIVISION 

Dr. A. Hughes Bryan 
UNRRA, Health Division 
1344 Connecticut Avenue 

ashington 25, D. c. 

Dear Doctor Bryan: 

March 1, 1945 

I talked with Dr. Kro man on the way through Chicago yesterday and he 
tells me that he would be happy to have Dr. Gollan come and work with him in 
the very near future. As a matter of fact it must be completed before April 15 
when Krogman will be occupied with examinations and other thinus so that he 
would have no time to instruct Dr. Gollan in anthropometry. I hope, therefore, 
that thins can be arranged immediately for Gollan to go to Chicago .ith a note 
to Dr. '. M. Kro man at the Department of Anthropology, telling him of the date 
when he is coming. We should like to have Dr. Gollan stop on his return trip 
to spend a few days with Dr. Sontag at Yellow Sprin~s as you will remember. May 
I leave this matter for you to arrange with the greatest expedition possible. 

On return I found some letters from firms from whom we are making 
purchases and in which they mention that it will be necessary for us to secure 
the ex ort license for their products. I am assuming that all this matt~r of 
export licenses will be taken care of by the simple fact that these thin swill 
be delivered to UNRRh for shipment. If this is not ade~uate, please let me 
know at once so that we can give you the appropriate information ith which 
to secure the export license. In addition, one of these letters is from 
E. I. du Pont de Nemour & Co. of 7ilmington. From them we are purchasing a 
single 5O-pound package of Duponol which is a soap substitute. Their last 
paragraph says: "Dock receipt and permit must be in our possession before 
carrier will accept material for delivery." This refers to delivery by truck 
froM ~ilmington, Delaware, to your warehouse in N~w York. Pl ase instruct me 
what reply to send to Du Pont about this material. I have from them nlr ady 
the duplicate invoices and triplicate packing list as ell as the shipper's 
export declaration for the census bureau. 

We certainly do appreciate the time and en rgy you gave to us on 
Tuesday last and your sustained interest and enthusiasm in this project. Of 
course, we shall be very much gratified to have further word from you when the 
report comes back from Mr. Keeny. 

Cordially, 

~L;_J 
~lmer L. Sevrin haus, M •• 

ELS:fv 
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.rthur H. rhomas Company 
230-2-4 3outh 7th Street 
Jest .las hinrton .Square 
Philadelphia 5, Pennsy1vania 

ttention: 1r. Lipgett 

ear r. Liggett: 

I 
23 February 1945 

rhis iill refer vO your telephone conversations ~ith iss 
eller of this ·.vi"' ion concerning priorities for . er­

chandise rhich Jr. oeverjnghaus has ordered: om you and 
wishes to export • 

. iss Keller has ,iust ta] ced with r. rurner of !PB and 
clarified in so far as possible Dr. Jeverinrhaus' 
relationship to .s she.stated, it is against 
U.ffi i. policy to acce t es onsibiJ ity for obtaining II B 
priorities and it is r. ru ner's suefestion that 
Dr. 3everin[hau.s apply on behalf of hi orcanization to 
the 2A for the necessary priorities. r. Turner also 
sugfested ~hat if no coTllP.lodities in sr.ort supply are 
i volved, Jr. 0everinghaus ould have no difficu ty in 
obtaining the necessary priorities. 

3incerely yours, 

~,. V. SOLLL 1S 

cc: Dr. ,ood / 
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it ill be eces~ r ervice 
t is ce tc hi • E ... re d •it e 

Cit to cce t this o~e: fr the 
ro ble tl t rr n e ents ou..,.lt to a e 
0.'11 r . ~+ebbin cbout ~ny such st· end. If 

line po:icy, I t ink •ou ou.,.l t to er.t~ o TT . . 
to .. r. Jo a d r. 

·1 i u~tion ives us v r; d e. co cern. r. Sont ,.. 
lord r~t~er c~r fully itl the re re nt tives of ~c-

turin us th~t it virtu .. lly i po s:ble for even ecch e -
ber oft e to ct s p~rch si ent ... ~d bu ht s al a~ounts of fil he 
c~n buy individu lly to contribut to a pool for tl:e role project. This is because 
llocations r o ell restric ed now th .. t any extra ~urc es ,o :d e only s a 

.,.ive istributor f lt re a v r sm 11 llotment, s v .,_ half ross , 
r<-on t of us r to e efforts in thi di-

fro Dr. lls ... s, w 1~ is is al o t futile . 
co feel th t e back 1ith rene1ed ur~ency in askin that the 

sr.in to re stron repr sent tion to the Office of Civili .. n 
~shin~ton as it involves in the hope of ~ettin~ 
e. If thi c nnot be done and it c n bear­

llot ents for tlree or fo~r sip ent , that wo~ld be the next best. 

r on ~lcohol i ht t e lcohol ax ivision 
will loo 
co unic t 

ord I e 
.. n 1 t 

ou ro tl.•. 
now. If I ~et~ definite ans er from them, I slall 

to tell you trat last 
t the"' r 

ek nd he rad the o.portunity of 
defi itel ould like to ~ e such 
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Dr . ryan - 2 • 
a chest or its e uivalent incorpor ted in the ~aterial which is sent over with us 
or is made v~il ble to us by tle time we ~rrive in Italy. This wold ~ c ossible 
tJ:,e employment of a service dentist t ich re all agree with you is very import t for 
the outcome of our proJra~ over there . Is it possible for )OU to ive us ny a~sur­
ance on the matter of sucha medical chest? 

Cold you send neat once anot er copy of the mimeographed instructions 
about t:te U!TRR,. progra in hich is the detailed code for r cordin of _hysic 1 o= 
,.,,·nations and d.i , oses? ·-Y copy sot into Dr . Stebbins ' m ... tetial hen he left Yellow 

S!)rin~s on Sunday and I am totally without such material ~ta time ,hen I ust finish 
u~ the details on the key- sort cards a d ,et them ::,rinted . Dr . Schour ould like to 
have a copy of this ::ame set of instructions, also, if you can send him one . 

Vi.,.scher and I Iill be in 'fr.shin ton for a Committee ::ession at the ira­

tional Research vouncil on .onday, February 26th . e are makin1 hotel reservations 
for that ni ht ~t t e Stwtler so that 1e ay have ~uesd y , the 27th , ~vail ble !or 
co sultrtions ·lith you and tre other officers of Ul;RR .• Fro!'l the discussion of our 
?roup at ellow Sprin~s: a very stron~ly inclined to think that if by that time , 
de finite ,ord has not come throu~h from r . Keene so that re cnn plan an e rly de­
~arture for Italy, that .;e should consider some other altern tive plan for this team . 

Co.-d · ally you.-" , 

~t_,~ 
• Sevrin he . . . 

LS : fv 

(-1. s . 

F Ii . A. 
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t THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

STATE OF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

MADISON 6 

MIIDICAL DIVISION 

Dr. A. Hughes Bryan 
UNRRA, Health Division 
1344 Connecticut Avenue 
ashington 25, D. c. 

Dear Doctor Bryan: 

February 20, 1945 

In rpply to your night letter of February 17th about the confusion 
incident to some of our supplies arriving at the New York warehouse, let me 
explain that I have been sending mimeographed copies of Mr. Dominick's letter 
to all the contributors and all those from whom we are purchasing supplies asking 
that they bold the packages until I notify them that the date bas arrived for 
shipment. I do not know who has misunderstood these directions and caused this 
confusion. I am accumulating the invoices and packaging lists here and have not 
attempted to send them on to you until the batch is essentially complete. Most 
of these lists are not yet in and I am today dispatching requests to the firms ask­
ing again for such lists and pointing out the necessity for holding the packages 
until word comes that they can be set down in New York at the warehouse. So far 
I have not instructed anybody to move material away from the manufacturer or 
dealer's own warehouse. 

It occurred to me that probably one reason why such premature moving of 
matP.rial may have occurred is that in my requests to these manufacturers I have 
often made it urgent that the materials must be available to us at an early date. 
Originally this was in December and on inquiry from some of them I told them that 
it would probably occur in early February~ However, at no time has any manufac­
turer been given the name of the ware house in New York without having the complete 
statement including the information that it should not move until word came from me. 

I am planning, as I mentioned last week, to be in Washington for a com­
mittee meeting on February 26, and Dr. Visscher and I plan to stay over for the 
27th to confer with you, hoping also to meet Dr. Crabtree, who is reported to be 
just returning from some first-hand contact in Italy. 

Anticipating with pleasure the opportunity of another day of discussing 
these details with you, I am 

Cordially yours, 

~ ~· ~ ;f 
Elmer L. Sevringhaus, M.D. 

ELS:fv 



• 
Ii STRUCTIOFS A.t:D ?ROG •'LURE TO J..RRP.JlGE SHIPJ:"'.'.:NT OF SUP, LIES OV3:F S:SAS 

1 . 

2 . 

------------

Packa1 i.ce and pac'cing of supplies are to be in accordance ~i th standard 
expor t packing practice u. s. Arny S~cc ification ~o . l00- 14A . 

Mar ks to be shown on the outside of the 
UNRRA ( l etters 4 11 to 611 hi e; h case 

container as follows : 
permitting , 

letters under 2" high must be stencilled) . 
Pac~n~e Nu~bcr (to be applied only when a quantity of a 

commodity is packed in a number of containers) . 
Nap l es 
Commodity 
Gross Weight 
Cubic Measurement 
Caution 1hrl-::s 
Assist 

Pac king list to be placed inside container and a copy in a waterproof 
envel ope is to be securely attached to the outside . 

3. Wa r ehousing - ,hen supplies have been proper l y marked and packed , they may 
be addressed to a'id c onzo l idated at : U.!1.TRRA , c/ o Li berty Fr G: i ght Forwarding 
& Ware'ho~se Co. Inc ., 573 Hudson Street , New Yor 1~ , New York . 

Fr eight is to be prepaid to UrffiRA vn~rehouse . f. t1ritten st?tement r.iust be 
sent to the Ocean Shipping Branch covering detail::; of goods ready to be 
shipped to UNRRA warehouse with remarks as to sp~cial stowage or refrigera ­
tion required , if any . T~u followin" documents must be supplied to tho 
Ocean Shipping Branch at l eas t two weeks before tte transfer of the goods 
to the DrffiRA warehouse : 

Send these papers to Dr . ) 1. 
Scvringhaus at Madison ) 
at the earliest possible) 
date . ) 2 . 

2 copies of invoice or an informal statement 
s~owing the value of the merchandise . 

3 copies of itGmized pucking list . 

4 . The Consignee in Italy - Documents coveri~p the suppli-s will be addressed 
as follows: UNT.R.:. , c/o i.llied Col.'Ullissior , Uaplcs, Italy , ratify: Doctors 
Du1H0y !, . Reekie and :S::ln1 0r L . Sovrin haus, U.ffiR!, , In·). Bldg ., Rome, Ib.ly . 

5. Payment of oco,;.n freie;h t to o madu hy lH'RR! •• 

6. Customs Declaration UA - SP- 2003 (which is the symbol co~cring contributed 
supplies ) to be used . 
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Dr. E. L. Sevringh ua -2- 10 February 1 '5 

and our requested al.loo tion ot X-r ti h s been reduced by 75~. 
I ahall now bring the tt r to the attention of our Bur ot 
Supply in order to e what help we o tord you in obtaining 
t1lm.. In the meanti I have been in:t'ormed y both OCR nd our 
Bureau ot ppli s that X-r tilm can be obtained on the market 
without priority in 1 ounte, and that ov r a period ot ti 
you ght be ble to bu7 your total needs. 

5. In r aI'd to th alcohol, ple let know the deoie1on of tbe 
oohol Tex Division. It woold, or ooura , be bett r tor you to 

ahip your own alcohol, but aa matter or t ot, e have a r ther 
large ount oing to It a part or our medic 1 supplies, d 
it 1 possible Re ie would let you have your noeda p rhapa 
on re burs bl Let u fir ·t; le n, ho ve , t r 
you will b aole o provide it 1 ur elf". 

6. 

upon r c~ipt. 

7. 

robable date your 
rd. 

1th indest p on l gr a, 

Jy you , 

• D. 



MEDIC-'L D I VISION 

~r . A. Eu"h s Bryan 

-THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

STATE CF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

MADISON 6 

February 6, 1945 

U, RL, Health Li ision 
1344 Connecticut ve ue 

sh'n ton 25, D. C. 

Dear Loctor Br an: 

-

~onfir in my telephone conversation to yo~ of F bruary 5th , let ere ort 
tb~t in our attempt to secure the 3J00 10xl2 x- r y films nc 15, 000 dental films , we 
h vet 'en the followin sterys . Dr. Sontr has a proac ed r pres ntntives of the 
fil manu cturers ad found out ttat priorities wo~ld be ~ecessary . Th reupon, : 
h ve a plied to our local r roduction Bo rd and have used the blan'lc :hich we :ere 
advised to use . This has b en filled out correctly ccordin~ to the local offic 
but they felt th t they ere not authorized to assi n a priority on it . They have 
forwarded it to the a hin ton office late last weec . Under date of February 2nd , 
Dr . Sonta wrote e that he lad a lett r fro the Eatman rodak Jompany, indicating 
ttat film for the CiRR project cannot be manufactured and supplied directly by the 
film ~om.anies + emselves . The represent tive of the Eastman ompany sug7ests that 
~rran ements to ecure this film fro the com_any's quota should be worked out rith 
t',e ar Pro ·uction oard . .E'erh ps this atter should be included in the uota of 
film bein~ allotted to U RR . • Therefore, I hope that you or some oth r member of 
the U.RR .. staff mi ht take the matter up at once with the ar Production Board in 

shin ton so th t 1e ould know here est nc and hether any other efforts should be 
made on our part to •et t e film in ti e to ship it ith our freight . 

he atter of 95i alcohol for use in the di ferent 1 bor tory tests seemed 
si le at first. e ere told that the .• rthur H. Tho as Company could not sell us 
lcohol but they could act as our a ents to purchase it in the St te of P ~nsylvani • 
his, ho ever, was found impossible and when ur different demands were totalled up 
e foun~ thct e ou ht to h ve about 35 gallons 95~ ethyl alc ohol to c rry us through 

for the 12 onths o orK . fter several inquiri s I finally found that my nearest 
source of infor atio ould be ~ •• C. Yello ley of the Alcohol Tax Division in 
Chicago . I have a dressed co munication to him but have not yet had time to secure 
his reply . ~his ould be a atter of information ~s to ho I ight o ~bout pur-
ch sin end slippinT this alcohol . It ay be that this can be handled very much more 
si !)ly nd directly throu13h an alcohc 1 otment for U.ffi J. in other procedures and 
u es . If you can "ive us an informc or can secure an llotment of approxi~etely 
35 ,,.allons ,for us , that v10uld simplif_ ters very ,n-e tly . 

1 
Sincerely, 

1 ~ -f;::!::::~ 
LS : fv 

1 5 3 '- 0 
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.. -THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCO N SIN 

STATE O F WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

M ADISON 6 

MEDICAL D i V I SION I 
Dr. A. Huo-hes Bryan 
UNRRA, Health 1v1sion 
1344 Connecticut Ave ue 
Ianhin ton 25, D. C . 

Dear Doctor Bryan: 

February 2, 1945 

/! 
;:-~ 

l'f~ e 6 
'1(/" 

I' "" t-( 

01, 0 ... 
"l',,., )"' • I 

Th _re are a number of ite1 "' 
all, we ha e not yet received the p 
sot ~tour immunization program era 

. ~., "' w1ich I ought to mention to you. F1~ of 
e vaccine and I hop that can come ery soon 
ot be a source of delay in our o-ettin'1; a my. 

The film for x-ray wore is apparently goin~ to require priority nd yes­
terday the priority blank rms filled out forte local ·ar roauction Board. They 
do not kno how to handle it but understand tat it has to be sent in to tle ush­
in.;ton Office of the 'iar Priority Board for valid tion. ':'he film is going to be 
secured by Dr. Sontag. It rni~ht help if you co~la follow this natter up at on~e 
with the ,ashin ton Office of the far reduction Board in case they have any un­
certainty as to this being a enuine need for a lar e lot of film. 

You will recall that we planned that the unior pediatrician should train 
in anthropometry by ur. Krogman. In view of that decision, I onder ihether Dr . 
Gollan ought t9 plan on co in on from Yellow Sprin s to Chic~ o to spend a fe 
days with Krogman there. I have mentioned the item to Kro man and the only dif­
ference it would make is that Gollan ou~ht to have his authorization before he 
leaves ·fashini;;ton and chan e his train reservations accordingly. Let me ask you 
to use your jud ment on this matter provided Gollan's appointment is definite 
enou~h to count on this at this trip. 

Has any further decision been made s to whether we are to go in uniform 
or n.ot? It would help so much if the members of the team could be shapin~ up their 
plans and tryin to secure uniforms. 'ie understand that it is not too easy to "'et 
a fit in these materials on extremely short notice and the same thing would npply 
to extra shoes, Ps.ecially for the ~omen, if they are to have any $i nificnnt amount 
of extra shoes they would ha e to be supplied with extra shoe stamps hich they 
understand can be done. 

I wonder if any ·or has come throu h from It ly about the proceedings 
to ard gettine the ~~r ~i with the talian government. I note th tit i now 
about 5 weeks since t -~ e orandum ~as submitted to_the :talian government an~ it 
be ins to make mer her neasy for fear that the thing will never go through 1n 
time to make use of tte k nd of mission we have planned. Obvi~usly e shall be 
much interested to have any news that has come to you on these items. 

I am pressing for the packagine and la elin of all the rei~lt shipments 
in order to have them r ady to go to ·ew York. This involves a very lar e amount 
of detail as you can nell ima ine . Material that you sent e recently has been ut 
in mimeographed form antl distributed to all those ho are p~eparing packa es in any 
part of the country . le shall have rather a major task here of packaging a variety 
of things and that is to be carried on by the rr. S . Forest Products Laboratory just 
as soon as we can et the last bits of equipment to ether. There will also be quite 
a variety of packa es coming from A •• Thomas and Go . in Philadelphia but about 

{ 
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r. Bryan - I' 2 -
that I have very little fear since they are experienced packers . The last of the 
orders have been put in their hands by no • 

'.:0rr1ially1 

Ot /;; f f'I\.• ~,. . " _t:__ n. ,.. ~ ~ J_/~ - V - ~ 
.. 1mer L. sevr,;.nghaus , .. • r . 

""'LS:fv 
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WAR PRODUCTION BOARD 
WASHINGTON, O. C. 

February 14, 1945 

f' l)f~ p<'<9 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

WPB Dept. 1250 

-<1( >- / $ 
Dr. A. H. Bryan <~1, 'YO /,Q,,, 
Health Division -?-'.)) '/1,,✓, .,,.;; 

United Nations Relief & Rehabilitation Administlil.t ~ 
1344 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. V 
Washington, D. C. · 

Dear Dr. Bryan: 

This is a copy of the letter which we sent ' 
to Dr. Sevringhaus last Saturday denying his application 
for x-ray film. Perhaps it will be of some assistance 
to you in trying to convert UNRRA to your way of thinking. 
Good luck. 

Enclosure 

Very sincerely yours, 

~/3.,/a,uk 
Ruth Blassberg ~ 
Surgical & AccessoVHealth Supplies Section 
Chemicals, Drugs and Health Supplies Division 
Office of Civilian Requirements 

?624 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

STATE OFI WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

MADISON 6 

MEDICAL DIVISION / 

Dr. A. Hughes Bryan 
UNRRA,,Health Division 
1344 Connecticut Avenue 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear Doctor Bryan: 

January 26, 1945 

I 

In reply to your telegram and letter of January 23rd about Dr. Gollan/ 
let me report as follows: ~hile in Cincinnati on the 24th I talked to Dr. Wee. 
and his four senior residents; one of them is a man who would have to be released 
from the Army if he were to be made available to us and since there is so much 
difficulty and uncertainty attendant upon this, I think we shall not attempt this 
process at all. The others there would not be available for one reason or another . 
I know of no other young pediatrician whom we can approach. I discussed Dr. Gol­
lan's qualifications with Dr. Sontag and Dr. Visscher and we are agreed that we 
would be well advised to accept your suggestion and Dr. Gollan's interest and try 
to plan on including him as our junior pediatrician. This is with the assumption 
based on your letter that he is an agreeable sort of person and would fit into the 
team. Since you know him and I do not, I think we must rely on your judgment here. 
You have been with the team and know the entire spirit of the venture enough so 
that I have no hesitancy on this matter. 

We should like to have Dr. Gollan join with Dr. ontag, Schour, Stebbins, 
Fertig and me in our one-day conference at Yellow Springs, Ohio, on Sunday, February 
11th. For that purpose, let me urge that at once he secure passa~e on Pennsylvania 
train No. 31 out of ~ashington on the evening of Saturday, the 10th, to Xenia, Ohio, 
where Cr. Sontag will be meeting Dr . Stebbins and Dr. Fertig who will come from New 
York on the same train. The return trip should be arranged with reservations on 
Pennsylvania No. 30 from Columbus to Washington. He can get from Xenia to Columbus 
on a slightly earlier train at the same time that Stebbins and Fertig leave. The 
earlier train does not carry a 1ashineton car. Yellow Springs is only 9 miles from 
Xenia and ~ontag tells me that he will be glad to arrange that meeting. 

In preparation for this meeting, may I ask you at once to send a copy of 
the UNRRA key-sort card to Dr. Stebbins at the De Lamar Institute of Public Health, 
600 Nest 158th Street, New York. Lr. Stebbins informed m~ by telephone yesterday 
that Dr. Fertig will not be able to go with us to Europe because he can only get 
three months total leave and would have to spend two months of this on shipboard. 
On the other hand, Dr. Fertig is muc~ interested and would like to participate in 
the preliminary plans of statistical and record type and in the final evaluation 
studies. Therefore, we are arranging the conference above referred to but we will 
not attempt to take a statistician with us to Europe. It means that we will then 
secure such statistical aid as we c non the oth er side. This you will see should 
suffice now to make the personnel list a closed list. 

You will be interested to know that just after I returned from my last 
trip to ~ashington , Mrs . Birt had a letter from !ajor Birt saying that he had been 
in touch with Mr. Keeny and that he had been invited to consider accepting the res­
ponsibility for all of the welfare section of UNRRA in Italy. This fits in so per­
fectly with my desir s about Birt's helping that I am very happy about the matter. 
I hope that will be consummated b,fore I get over there. I have written Birt to 

that effect. 51792 6 



r. Bryan - f 2 

Let me call your attention to the fact that we are still waiting to 
receive the package of plague vaccine from you so that the entire teamout here can 
be immunized with plague. 

1e have as yet had no indication whether the Italian government has 
raf'itied the fundamental agreement with UNRRA and I assume this means you have 
no further news. We are of course very eager to hear anything that comes through 
in these matters. 

Cordially, 

Elmer L. Sevringhaus, M.L. 

LS:fv 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

STATE OF1 WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

MADISON 6 

MEDICAL. DIVISION 

Dr. A. Hughes Bryan 
UnRRA, Health Division 
1344 Connecticut Avenue 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Doctor Bryan: 

January 26, 1945 

In reply to ii,lr letter of January 20th about shipping instructions, let 
me ask first of all~ this is to indicate that we may now begin to ship materials 
to the Liberty Freight and Forwarding and Warehouse Company in New York? The letter 
does not say specifically whether we should begin to ship or not and I have not in­
structed anybody to do so until I have that word from you. One paragraph would sug­
gest that we are not ready to ship where it says "A written statement must be sent 
to the Ocean Shipping Branch two weeks in advance of the transfer of goods". I am 
trying to get that information from the manufacturers but only a small part of it is 
now in. 

In the Item 4 1 they have my name as \'lilrner instead of Elme r and the middle 
initial "A" instead of "L". These are small items but it may be that it ought to be 
corrected. I think otherwise the instructions are clear and I will have copies made 
to send on to the manufacturers at once, telling them that everything is set except 
the d~te on which they may ship. 

Sincerely, 

Elmer L. Sevringhaus, M.D. 

ELS:fv 
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TO: 

FROM: 

Dr. 
Dr. 

Dr. 

• 

Sawyer~­
Dearing 

Bryan#r!1--
c.,./ 

30 January 1945 

'Ihe attached letter from Dr. Sevringba.us indicates that the 
members of his project would like to have Dr. Gollan as 
junior pediatrician. 'lllis will involve a financial arrange­
ment by which the sponsors ot this project reimburse UNRRA 
for Dr. Gollan's salary and UNRRA in turn will reimburse 
the Public Health Service. This ·ould probably involve 
a separate contract between UNRRA and the Unitarian Service 
Committee and the Congregational Christian Service Camnittee, 
and I believe 1 t would be necessary to await word from 
Italy that the project is accepted as part of the Italian 
Mission before entering into such a contract. 

In the meantime, the immediate problem is whether we are 
justified in paying Dr. Gollan•s expenses to attend a meet­
ing in Ohio with Drs. Sontag, Schour, Stebbins, Fertig and 
Sevringhaus on 11 February as outlined in paragraph 2 of 
Dr. Sevringhaus' letter. 

Please let me have your advice on these matters. 

Attachment 
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- THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN • 

STATE CF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

MADISON 6 

MEDICAL DIVISION 

Dr. A. HughesBryan 
Health Division, UNRRA 
1344 Connecticut Avenue 
Washington 25, D. c • 

• 
Dear Doctor Bryan: 

December 9, 1944 

D£c 11 

There are several questions that I should like best of all to discuss 
with you and Dr. Sawyer in person but it seems rather impractical in s0veral ways 
to come into Washington at this time. May I request, therefore, that as a substi­
tute you call me by telephone on Tuesday afternoon, the 12th, between 2 and 3 P.M., 
Washin~ton time. I will make it a point to be available at my office desk in the 
hospital which can be ·reached by phone, Fairchild 3600, during that hour. I hope 
it can be arran!ed so that you and Dr. Sawyer can each have a telephone in hand on 
the same connection when we talk. 

One of the items most urgent on my agenda is an understanding about avail­
ability of x-ray equipment in whatever center is chosen for our work in Italy. Do 
you have any information as to the present K-ray equipment i~ the Italian civilian 
hospitals? If not, does it seem possible that you could get that in order to en­
able us to make a decision before we ship our supplies and start on the mission? 
If not, will it be necessary for us to order an adequate x-ray equipment as a part 
of the equipment that we are going to ship to Italy for our use? A letter from 
Dr. Schour tells me that he has mentioned this matter and includes a very complete 
list of x-ray equipment which UNRRA is ordering. I do not understand, howP,ver, 
whether this will be r~ady in time for us to make any use of it and whether in fact 
such a unit would be available to us for our purpose. Until I can have this si­
tuation pretty well cleared up, I do not want to place any orders for an x-ray out­
fit. This would obviously cost us somewhere in the neighborhood of $2000.00 com­
plete, and I am very sure that in order to get it we would have to have at least a 
triple A priority. 

Another item of Tery real importance will be information as to what pro­
gress you have been able to achieve with the requests for triple A priority on the 
Van Slyke specific gravity apparatus and the Coleman Spectrophotometer. 

The cameraequipment and films have been ordered. We secured an AA•l 
priority for the camera equipment and AA-5 for t~e film which the dealer here be­
lieves is adequate to care for it. However, in connection with that purchase, I find 
out that there will be an item of United States Government taxes to be taken into 
account • I believe that we are such a mission as ought to be exempted from taxes on 
all this equipment and material. Can you find out in Washington how such exemptions 
should be applied for and let me know so that can be taken care of without delay? 
This will apply to the laboratory equipment, cameras, film, and any other supplies 
although I do not know of any definite items which would come under taxable regula­
tions. 

I have assurances now of adequate supplies of wheat germ, corn germ, sun­
flower seed meal, soy flour, skimmed milk powder, and of vitamin concentrates. In 
order to plan any further we ought to know at once approximately what kind of food­
stuffs UNRRA is planning to supply for the Italian people in the region where we will 
operate. This will enable us to know how to plan our supplements, how much to order, 
and in what respect we shall have to supplement the diets which you are already plan­
ning. 



. , · Dr. Bryan - # 2 • 
It has been suegested to me by local air force medical officers in Uadison 

and yestarday by Brigadier General Simmon/s to Visscher in Minneapolis that definite 
arrangements ought to be made with appropriate Army officers in Washington in advance 
so that we might draw on the ~uartermaster or other Army sources in Italy for certain 
types of supplies. I suppose that action ought to be initiated fro your office. 
Can you sug ~st anything further that can be done about that at this time? Such ad-

pi-ou, , . If . vance position might save a great deal of difficulty in the case of such heavy chemi• 
cals as sulfuric acid, some supplies as a Coleman stove. Is this the way we should 
secure the x-ray films of which we will need a large amount, or should that be pur­
chased here and taken with us? 

Can you give us any information at this time about the uniforms wi~h which 
we should be fitted? Apparently a little time is necessary to get uniforms custom­
tailored and advance word on this matter would relie.,the minds of all of us, I am 
sure. 

At the rate at which things are now developing, I wonder whether there is 
much chance that Visscher, Bragg and I can get away by January 1st. I am making ten­
tative plans to be in a further conference with you and others as necessary on 
Thursday ahd Friday, December 28 and 29.• Does this seem. an appropriate day for me 
to be there and talk the details over with you? 

Personnel looks now to be as follows: Bragg, Visscher and Sevringhaus for 
the first trip and the balance of the team to come over on the second trip to in­
clude Klineberg, Kyhos, Hagedorn, Knowlton, to which will .be added a dietitia~ Miss 
Ruth Flumerfelt, the dental research worker, Dr. Isaac Schour, epidemiologist, Dr. 
Ernest L. Stebbins, Commissioner of Health, New York City; Pediatrician, Dr. Lester 
Sontag of Yellow Springs>Fels Foundation; assistant in anthropometry, Dr. illiam 

KrC,)9...,....._k. of the University of Chicago; with the places of Ancel Keys and Chester 
Jones still uncertain but probably to be settled by the time we talk on the phone. 

Finally, the manufacturers of the vitamins and food concentrates would ap­
preciate an informal word from you through me as to how their materials should be 
packaged; that is, whether in glass, in tin, in paper and in what sort of units. 
The final shipping directions can come from you subse~uently. ill it be satisfac• 
tory to have the wheat and corn germ, the sunflo er meal, the soy flour and the 
skimmed milk powders in barrels or should it be in smaller units for easier handling? 

I hope that this is not too much of an order for a Tuesday telephone con­
versation and I hope we can get help on many of these items at that time. Thanking 
you in advance, I am 

Cordially yours, 

u-JAA(,~~ 
Elmer L. Sevringhaus, M.D. 

ELS:fv 



f\JL Pt 
:i1AIISO, \ IS EC 7 1~44 

RYA ~ 

HEALTH TIVN U KRA 1J44 (0 N AVF 

• 

~
PfCTROPHOT01 ETEk AN~ LOOI SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPAkATUS OF VA~ 
LYKE I OT AVAILABLE UI\JLFSS YOU l. SECIJkE TR I PLE A kAT I JG ANT 

!ALSO _A Y RE.LEASE OR US TO Sf D 1A ~ IF-A~TU EkS 
I fl ER L SEVER I JGHAUS. 

Vt SLY KE. 
4A. 



MEDIC A L OIVISI O N 

- THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN -

STATE CF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

MADISON 6 

Dr. A. Hughes Bryan 
Health Division, UNRRA 
ly14 Connecticut Avenue 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Doctor Bryan: 

December 5, 1944 

I shall reply in greater detail to your 
letter of November 27th Tery soon. Things are moving 
on. At present I should like your urgency added to our 
efforts to obtain sufficient priorities to buy A Coleman 
Jr. Spectrophotometer as one important bit of laboratory 
equipment for vit&JBin and chemical analyses in Italy. 
Conference shows this to be most helpful of the various 
types of apparatus for colorimetry and also most safely 
portable. It is being made only for Army use. I was as­
sured by phone today from the manufacturer at Maywood, 
Illinois, that if appropriate clearance is granted from 
Washington, they can make delivery to me within five days. 
le have no substitute apparatus nor no special electric 
colorimeter here or at Minneapolis which I could take. 
The local officer of the .P.B. informed me that if these 
blanks were sent to Washington and cleared, that we would 
haTe the minimum delay. Assistance from some member of 
your staff might help to save many days in getting our 
entire equipment ready for shipment to Italy. Therefore, 
I solicit this effort on your part with the enclosed 
blanks. 

Sincerely, 

~f:~~ 
~lmer L. SeTringhaus, M.D. 

ELS:fT 



MEDICAL DIVISION 

• THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN -

STWe: OF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

MADISON 6 

Dr. A. Hughes Bryan 
Health Division~ UNRRA 
1344 Connecticut Avenue 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear Doctor Bryan: 

December 6, 1944 

Since writing you on the 5th, I have 
received a quotation from E. Machlett and Son on 
the portable blood specific gravity equipment ac­
cording to Van Slyke et al saying that they can make 
delivery in ei ht to ten weeks on an AA-1 preference 
rating. This will obviously interfere seriously with 
getting our supplies. I am enclosing the appropriate 
War Production Board forms asking that you make an 
effort to get this rating AAA so we can obtain it in 
time for the shipment of equipment. I think a similar 
ruling might help with the Coleman Spectrophotometer 
although I happen to know that they are on hand for 
delivery if adequate rating is assigned. 

Sincerely, 

~ tr ~~~ 
Elmer L. SeTringhaus, M.D. 

!:LS:fT 
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r. Kirschbaum called with this message: 

"The .ndministrator of '/PB order L 144 is · ... R. Turner, 
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FORM WPB-1319 UH I TEO STATES OF A A Approyed by ure•u of the Bud••t only for 
' 11--16-441 1 WAR PRODUCTION B uee when the Jpaent •~plied for le coyered 

by lnatructlona •ppearln• Jn the •PB-1319 ln-

EQUIPMENT: atructlon peapltlet, 

SPAC 

APPLICATION FOR SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION LEND-LEASE REQUISITION I WP6 CASE NO, 

REQUIRED BY A WP8 ORDER OR REGULATION 
NO, 

DIVISION CODE DATE IN DATE OUT 

BEFORE FILLINQ OUT TNIS FORM see tbe current YPB-1319 instruct ions 
&T&ilable at al~ YPB offices, ROUTING 

l• NAME AND I 7 
ADDRESS 0~ Elmer 
APPLICANT 

L. sevr inghaus, M. D. 
(Street, 

1300 University Clty,Zone veo 
State) 

L Madison, 6, fisconsin _J 6. WPB ORDER NO, (S~• Inetructlona) 

L-144 
2. NATURE OF APPLICANT'S BU,SINESS (Indicate type of produr:t to be ••n· 

uf•ctur\ieor aerYlce to be rendered) 7. WPB DIVISION CONTROLLING EQUIPMENT (See 
dical Care Inatructlona) 

,. APPROXIMATE TOTAL DOLLAR .. APPLICANT'S PHONE NO, 5■ DATE OF APPL!- Consumers durable goods VALUE OF lH IS APPLICATION CATION 

115075 F-3600 12-5-44 

8. I REQUEST AIITHORITY (Check one only) Q] TO DELI VER, ti) TO RECEIVE, 0 TO (Speclly) THE ITEMS SPEC! Fl ED' 
BELOW, ALL OF WHICH ARE CONTROLLED BYA SINGLE WAR PRODUCTION BOARD DIVISION UNDER THE ORDER SHOWN IN BLOCK 6 ABOVE, 

NA.ME OF ITEM MAKE ANO ~OOEL NO, SI ZE OR 
PURCHASE ,1l£0U IRECf OE- JIPB USII OM.Y 

(Speclly ll uaed or reconditlonad) (I I not at•ndard, 
CAPAC I TY 

QUANTITY PR I r.E UVFRY DAT ES 
Qt) AN-

j.fN apeeJel r-tur•) PER UNIT (8Bnl•. -,J 
Tl TY RATING 

(a J (b J (cl ( di (O) ( f) ( g) ( hJ 

Portable kit for Vanslyke Kit B 1 $115 .75 
determining blood 12-15- 44 
specific gravity 

t://t~ ( ✓ (tw 
1IIS EQliIPMEl T IS ·ro BE USED N CONJUNC TION lI'I ~ UNRHA. 

OPERATIOI S II ITALY . 

' 

SPACE BEi.Off TOil JIPB USE ONLY . . . 
AUTHORIZATION OR DENIAL 

PURSUANT TO THE ORDER SPECIFIED IN BLOCK 6, YOU ARE AUTHORIZED (UNLESS DENIED BELOW) TO COMPLETE THE TRANSACTION 
DESCRIBED IN BLOCK 8, AND THE PREFERENCE RATINGS, IF ANY, SHOWII IN COLUMN (h) OF BLOCK 8 ARE HEREBY ASSIGNED TO 
YOU FOR THE PURPOSES THERE INDICATED. 

. . 
. 

\ 

llll S MITHORI ZATlON BECOMES 
VOi D IF IIOT EXEICI SED IY 

DATE 

GPO-War Board 9ii76HH-1>. 1 



FORM WPR-1319 11-20-44) I PAGE 2 OF 4 PAGES 

9. A. THE EQUIPMENT IS FOR laJ O REPLACEMENT lbJ O MAINTENANCE tel O ADDED CAPACITY 

Id J ~ NEW PLANT tel O ST AND-BY 

B. (An ■wer only j/ you have checked (c), (d), or(•)•) 

1. WILL INSTALLATION OF THE EQUIPMENT REQUIRE CONSTRUCTION RESTRICTED BY ORDER L-41? 0 YES ~ NO 

2. IF "YES," HAS APPLICATION FOR AUTHORIZATION TO CONSTRUCT BEEN FILED? 0 YES O NO 

3· IF "YES," IS APPLICATION O APPROVED O DENIED O PENDING. GIVE PRO"JECT CASE NO _____ _ 

10. 
PROB ABU 

SUPPLIER'S 
NAME AND 
ADDRESS 

(Street, 
City, 
Zone, 
State) 

r-;.Machlett and son 
220 East 23rd street 
New York, 10, N.Y. 

L 

7 

_J 
12• FOR WHAT PURPOSE AND IN WHAT MANNER IS THE EQUIPMENT TO BE USED? 

11• A. WHERE IS EQUIPMENT TO BE USED? 
(Street, City, Zone, State. If for 
export, ,ive na- of country.) 

Nap lea, Italy 

ll• B. NUMBER AND TYPE OF EXPORT LICENSE 

Not commercial exnort 

To secure acc~ate records of nutritional deficiency and enable 

U.N.RoR •• to plan better nutrition for liberated countries. 

13• STATE AVERAGE NUMBER OF HOURS A WEEK EQUIPMENT IS TO BE USED 1•• URGENCY STANDING NUMBER, IF ANY 

i:;o 
15• HAS APPLICATION FOR THIS EQUIPMENT BEEN FILED PREVIOUSLY? 0 YES~ NO. IF "YES,"WASAPPLICATI0~0APPROVED 

0 DENIED O PENDING? IF DENIED OR APPROVED, GIVE DATE ANO CASE NUMBER 

16• DO YOU INTEND TO APPLY FOR TAX AMORTIZATION PRIVILEGES FOR THE EQUIPMENT? 0 YES 
•PB-1319 must be accompanied by• •PB-3467) 

IL] NO (If ■ o, this 

17. IF THE EQUIPMENT IS FOR REPLACEMENT 

A. WHY CAN'T EXISTING EQUIPMENT BE REPAIRED? 

New equipment 

B. HOW WILL ITEMS TO BE REPLACED BE DISPOSED OF? 

18• FROM WHOM AND WIH WHAT RESULTS HAVE YOU TRIED TO OBTAIN USED, IDLE OR RECONDITIONED EQUIPMENT? (An■wer only 
if new equlp-nt 1 ■ beln, ■pplled for.) 

Only similar equipment is in my and Navy laboratories. 
• 

19• HOW IS THE WORK NOW BEING ACCOMPLISHED? 

To begin January, 1945. 

e -GPO-\\"nr Boord 9576HH-p. 2 



l p G 0 PA ES 

THIS PAGE FOR JfPB USE ONLY 

CLEARANCE 
C. FOR USE BY FIRST REFERENC:E DI VI SIO 

ASSIGNED TO (Analyat) INITIALS 

CASE IS: 

G URGENT 

G ES SENT I AL 

I DATE OF ACTION 

0 11,!PORTANT, BUT CAN BE DEFERRED 

0 DENIED AND FORI.IAL DENIAL SIGNED ON ORIGINAL OF FOR"I 

0 DEN I ED AND EX PLAN ATO RY LETTER ATTACH ED 

REMARKS 

• FOR USE BY DIVISION CONTROLLING EQUIPMENT OR FIELD OFF C:E 

ASSIGNED TO (An11ly11t) INITIALS 

RECO"IIHNDATION: 

D APPROVED 

I DATE OF ACT I ON 

0 APPROVED WITH CHANGES 

0 DENIED AND FORMAL DENIAL SIGNED ON ORIGINAL OF FORM 

0 DENI ED AND EXPLANATORY LETTER ATTACHED 

REM ARKS 

£. CONCURRING DIVISION OR AGENCY f. Fl ELD OFFICE EXAMINATION FOR COMPLETENESS 

DATE OF ACTION DATE OF ACTION I Fl ELD OFF I CE CASE NO, 

RE COMM EN DAT I ON RECOMMENOATI ON 

DIVISION PROCESSED 

SIGNATURE DATE IN DATE OUT 

GPO-War Board 9:i76HH-p. 3 



FORM WPB-1)19 ( l-20-4'll I PAGE ~ OF ~ PAGES 

20. GIVE OTHER DATA REQUIRED BY CURRENT WPB-1319 INSTRUCTIONS. IDENTIFY ANSWERS BY "a", "b", "c", ETC., AS SHOWN 
IN SPEC I AL LNSTRUCT IONS. 

ao none 

b. none 

c. three 

d. No other laboratory available 

e. Special nutrition mission. 

' It:'' . , l) 

') 

., 

21. CERTIFICATION - THE UNDERSIGNED AND ANY OFFICIAL EXECUTING THIS CERTIFICATION ON BEHALF OF THE UNDERSIGNED 
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS APPLICATION !S CORRECT AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF 
THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF. 

BY _____________________ _ 

Deco 6, 19440 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL 

DATE TITLE 

SECTION 351A) OFTHEUNITED STATES CRIMINAL CODE,lBU.s.c. SEC.BO, MAKES ITACRIMINAL OFFENSE TO MAKE A WILLFIJLLY FALSE 
STATEMENT OR REPRESENTATION TO ANY DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES AS TO ANY MATTER WITHIN ITS JURISDICTIOIL 

PO--War Board 9576HH-p. 4 



FORM WPB-1319 UN I TEO STATES OF A CA ApproYed by Bure•u of the Bud,et only for 
'11-16-IPU' WAR PRODUCTION BOARD uee when the equlpaent •pplled for le coyered 

by lnetructlone •ppearln, , .. the JIPll-1 Jl9 ln-

EQUIPMENT: 
etructlon paaphlet. 

Sil ONLY 

APPLICATION FOR SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION LEN 0- LE ASE RE OU I S IT ION I WPS CASE NO. 

REQUIRED BY A WP8 ORDER OR REGULATION 
NO. 

D ISION CODE DATE IN DATE OUT 

BEFORE FILLING OUT TNIS FORM see tbe current WPB-1319 instructions 
&Tatlable at al~ WPB offices. ROUTING 

: 

1. NAME ANO I 7 
ADDRESS OF Elmer L. sevr 1nghaus, • • APPLIC:ANT 
(Street, 

1300 University Clty,Zone ve. 
State) . 

L ad1eon, 6, 1soons1n _J 6. WPB ORDER NO. (See Inatructlone) 

L-144 
2. NATURE OF APPLICANT'S BUSINESS (Indicate type of produr:t to be ••n• 

ufactur or aerYice to be rendered) 7. WPB DIVISION CONTROLLING EQUIPMENT (Sae d1cal C Inetructlona) 

,. APPROX I MATE TOTAL DOLLAR .. APPL I CANT'S PHONE NO. 5. OATE OF APPLI- Consumers durable goods VALUE OFlHIS APPLICHION CATION 

115.75 F-3600 12-5-44 

8. I REQUEST AIITHORI TY (Check one only) Q] TO DELI VER,XJ TO RECEIVE, 0 TO (Specify) THE ITEMS SPECIFIED' 
BELOW, ALL OF WHICH ARE CONTROLLED BYA SINGLE WAR PRODUCTION BOARD DIVISION UNDER THE ORDER SHOWN IN BlOCK 6 ABOVE. 

NAME OF ITEM MAKE AND ~OOEL NO. SI ZE OR PURCHASE fll'OOIREIHJE- JIPII U!llt 0111.Y 
(Specify ll ueed or reconditioned) (If not atendard, 

CAPAC! TY 
QUANTITY PRICE UVFRY DAT~ VUAN-fJN e,-cJel '-tw•) PER UN IT (llant• • ., 

Tl TY RATING 
(al \bl (C) \di \el If l (g) I hl 

Portable kit for VanSlyk Kit B l 115. 7!1 
determining blood 12-15•• ~ 
epeo1t1c gravity 

THIS UI111rEJ IT I TO E USED J N CO JUNC TIO WIT t 111\m~ -'. 

0 TIO 1S Il ~ ITALY. 

. 
SPACE BELOW TO« WPB USE ONLY 

AUTHORIZATION OR DENIAL 
PURSUANT TO THE ORDER SPECIFIED IN BLOCK 6, YOU ARE AUTHORIZED (UNLESS DENIED BELOW) TO COMPLETE TH£ TRANSACTION 
DESCRIBED IN BLOCK B, AND THE PREFERENCE RATINGS, IF ANY, SHOWN IN COLUMN (h) OF BLOCK 8 ARE HEREBY ASSIGNED TO 
YOU FOR THE PURPOSES THERE INDICATED• 

1111 S MITNORI ZATION BECOMES 
\IOI D IF IIOT EXUCI SED n 

on E 

GPO-War Board 9578HH-p. 1 



FORM WPR-1)19 11-20-44) PAGE 2 0 F 4 P AG ES 

9. A. THE EQUIPMENT IS FOR (al 0 
(d I li1 NEW PLANT 

REPLACEMENT (bl O MAINTENANCE lei D 4DOEO CAPACITY 

lel O ST AND-BY 

B. (An••er only if you have checked (c), (d), or(•)•) 

1. WILL INSTALLATION OF THE EQUIPMENT REQUIRE CONSTRUCTION RESTRICTED BY ORDER L-41? 0 YES NO 

2. IF "YES," HAS APPLICATION FOR AUTHORIZATION TO CONSTRUCT BEEN FILED? 0 YES O NO 

3• IF "YES," IS APPLICATION O APPROVED O DENIED O PENDING. GIVE PRO.JECT CASE NO _____ _ 

10. 
PROB AB L~ r­

SUPPL I ER'S I 
NAME AND 
ADDRESS 

(Street, 
C Hy, 
Zone, 
Shte) L 

7 

_J 
12• FOR WHAT PURPOSE AND IN WHAT MANNER IS THE EQUIPMENT TO BE USED? 

0 0 

• • • tr it 

13• STATE AVERAGE NUMBER OF HOURS A WEEK EQUIPMENT IS TO BE USED 

l 

11• A. WHERE IS EQUIPMENT TO BE USED? 
(Street, Clty, Zone, State. If for 
e1tport, live na- of country.) 

, 

ll• B. NUMBER AND TYPE OF EXPORT LICENSE 

• 

1•• URGENCY STANDING NUMBER, IF ANY 

15• HAS APPLICATION FOR THIS EQUIPMENT BEEN FILEO PREVIOUSLY? 0 YES l[] NO. IF "YES," WAS APPL ICAT IOI. 0 APPROVED 
AND CASE NUMBER 0 DENIED O PENDING? IF DENIED OR APPROVED, GIVE DATE 

16• DO YOU INTEND TO APPLY FOR TAX AMORTIZATION PRIVILEGES FOR THE EQUIPMENT? 0 YES 
•PB-1319 must be accompanied by a •PB-3467) 

17. IF THE EQUIPMENT IS FOR REPLACEMENT 

A. WHY CAN'T EXISTING EQUIPMENT BE REPAIRED? 

B. HOW WILL ITEMS TO BE REPLACED BE DISPOSED OF? 

NO (If ao, thi• 

18• FROM WHOM ANO WITH WHAT RESULTS HAVE YOU TRll::D TO OBTAIN USED, IDLE OR RECONOITIONEO EQUIPMENT? (Ans•er only 
if ne• equlp•nt la belnl applied for.) 

1 1 nt 1 

19• HOW IS THE WORK NOW BEING ACCOMPLISHED? 

• l • 

OPO-W11r Bonrd 9576HH-1>. 2 



- -FORM WPB-1319 (1-20-44) I PAG£ 3 OF 4 PAGES 

THIS PAGE FOR JIPB USE ONLY 

CLEARANCE 

C. FOR USE BY FIRST REFERENC:E DIVISION 

ASSIGNED TO (Analyat) 

CASE IS: 

OJ URGENT 

G ES SENT I AL 

0 I t.!PORTANT, BUT CAN BE DEFERRED 

INITIALS 

IDATE OF ACTION 

0 DENIED AND FORI.IAL DENIAL SIGNED ON ORIGINAL OF FOR"I 

0 DEN I ED AND EXPLMJATORY LETTER ATTACHED 

REMARKS 

0. FOR USE BY DIVISIONC:ONTROLLING EQUIPMENT OR FIELD OFFIC:E 

ASSIGNED TO (Analyat) INITIHS 

R ECO"IM EN DAT I ON: 

D APPROVED 

I DATE OF AC:T I ON 

0 APPROVED WITH CHANGES 

0 DENIED AND FORMAL DENIAL SIGNED ON ORIGINAL OF FORM 

0 DENI ED AND EXPLANATORY LETTER ATTAC:HED 

REM ARKS 

£. C:ONC:URRING DIVIS ION OR AGEN(:Y f. Fl ELD OFFICE EXAMINATION FOR COMPLETENESS 

DATE OF ACTION DATE OF ACTION I Fl ELD OFFICE CASE NO, 

RECOMM EN DAT I ON RECOMMENDATION 

DIVISION PROCESSED 

SIGNATURE DATE IN DATE OUT 

GPO-War Board 9:i76HH-p. 3 



FORM WPB-1319 ll-20-4'll I PAGE 4 OF 4 PAGES 

20• GIVE OTHER DATA REQUIRED BY CURRENT WPB-1319 INSTRUCTIONS. IDENTIFY ANSWERS BY "a", "b", "c•, ETC., AS SHOWN 
IN SPECIAL LNSTRUCTIONS. 

a. none 

b. none 

c. three 

d. No other laboratory available 

e. special nutrition mission. 

/J, , 

21• CERTIFICATIOh - THE UNDERSIGNED AND ANY OFFICIAL EXECUTING THIS CERTIFICATION ON BEHALF OF THE UNDERSIGNED 
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS APPLICATION IS CORRECT AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF 
THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF. 

BY _____________________ _ 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL 

Dao. 6, 1944. 
DATE TITLE 

SECTION 351AI OF THE UNITED STATES CRlt,!INAL CODE, 18 U.S.C. SEC. 80, MAKES IT A CRIMINAL OFFENSE TO MAKE A WILLFULLY FALSE 
STA1EMENT OR REPRESENTATION TO ANY DEPARTMENT OR AGE~CY OF THE UN !TED STATES AS TO ANY MATTER WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION. 

- - GPO-War Board 9::i76HH-p. 4 



FORM WPB-1319 
'< 1-?6-11111 1 

UM t TEO STATES OF A CA 
WAR PRODUCTION BO D 

EQUIPMENT: 

ApproYed by Bureeu of the Bud1et only for 
uee when the qulpaent epplled for le coyered 
by ln•tractlon• eppearlnl Jn the •PB·IJ19 Jn­
•tructlon peaphlet, 

APPLICATION FOR SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION 
REQUIRED BY A WPB ORDER OR REGULATION 

BEFORE FILLING OUT THIS FORH see tbe current YPB-1319 instructions 
aTallable at all YPB offices. 

1. NAME ANO I 
ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT 
(Street, 
Cl ty,Zone 

State) 

L 

7 
r L. • • 

_J 

LENO-LEASE REQUISITION 
NO, 

DIVISION CODE DATE IN DATE OUT 

ROUTING 

6, WPB ORDER NO, (See In•tructlon•) 

L-144 
2, MATURE OF APPLICANT'S BUSINESS (Indlcete type of produr.t to be ••n• 

ufectur or •erYlce to be rendered) 1---------------------t 
d .... l 7, WPB DIVISION CONTROLLING EQUIPMENT (S .. 

v In ■ tructlon•) 

'• APPROXIMATETOTALOOLLAR .. APPLICANT'S PHONE NO, 
VALUE OF THIS APPLICATION 

115.75 -3600 
5, OATE OF APPLI­

CATION 

12-5-44 

8, I REQUEST AIITHORITY (Checlc one only) QJ TO OELIVEl!,jf) TO RECEIVE, 0 TO-----­
BELOW, ALL OF WHICH ARE C.OHTROLLEO BY A SINGLE WAR PRODUCTION BOARD DI VI SIOH UNDEI! THE 

P RC HA E NAME OF ITEM MAKE AND 110DEL NO. 
S 'I 'f 

. (If not •tendard, 
( pee y u ■ ed or recond1tloned) ,,i.. ep•del 1-fur•) 

SI ZE OR 
CAPAC I TY 

QUANTITY PRICE 

(al 

ort bl 
d tr n 

eo1t1o 

V 

PEI! UNIT 

(bl (CJ ( dJ ( •J 

1 it l 

u 

SPACE BELOW TO• WPB USE ONLY 

AUTHORIZATION OR DENIAL 

r ur ble go 8 

RATING 
( hi 

PURSUANT TO THE ORDER SPECIFIED IN BLOCK 6, YOU ARE AUTHORIZED (UNLESS DENIED BELOW) TO COMPLETE TH£ TRANSACTION 
DESCRIBED IH BLOCK 8, AND THE PREFERENCE RATINGS, IF AHY, SHOWII IN COLUMN (h) OF BLOCK 8AREHERE8Y ASSIGNED TO 
YOU FOR THE PURPOSES THERE INDICATED, 

1111 S MITifORI ZATlON IECOM£S 
VOi D IF IOT EX£1tCI SEO IY 

DATE 

GPO-War Board 9ll76HH-p. 1 
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FORM WPA-1)19 (1-20-44) PAGE 2 OF 4 PAGES 

9. A. THE EQUIPMENT IS FOR (al O REPLACEMENT (bl D MAINTENANCE (cl O ADDEO CAPACITY 

(dJ 'i? NEW PLANT (el O STANO-BY 

B. (Ana•er only if you have checked (c), (d), or (a).) 

1- WILL INSTALLATION OF THE EQUIPMENT REQUIRE CONSTRUCTION RESTRICTED BY ORDER L-41? 0 YES NO 

2, IF "YES," HAS APPLICATION FOR AUTHORIZATION TO CONSTRUCT BEEN FILED? 0 YES O NO 

J. IF "YES," IS APPLICATION O APPROVED O DENIED O PENDING. GIVE PRO.JECT CASE NO _____ _ 

10. 
PROB AB Li 

SUPPLIER'S 
NAME AN 0 
ADORES S 

(Street, 
City, 
Zone, 
State) 

' 
L 

• ohlett n 
20 East 23rd 

Yor • 10, 

7 

_J 
12• FDR WHAT PURPOSE AND IN WHAT MANNER IS THE EQUIPMENT TO BE USED? 

11• A, WHERE IS EQUIPMENT TO BE USED? 
(Street, City, Zone, State. If for 
export, ,ive na- of country.) 

le, t ly 

il• B. NUMBER AND TYPE OF EXPORT LICENSE 

0 our ace 

• t 

at r cords ot nut,r1t1on l d t1o1 ncy b 

Ua a a a n tt r nutrition for l1ber t d countries. 

13• STATE AVERAGE NUMBER OF HOURS A WEEK EQUIPMENT IS TD BE USED 1•• URGENCY STANDING NUMBER, IF ANY 

15• HAS APPLICATION FOR THIS EQUIPMENT BEEN FILED PREVIOUSLY? 0 YES x:J NO. 

0 DENIED O PENDING? IF DENIED OR APPROVED, GIVE DATE 
IF "YES,"WASAPPLICATI0~OAPPROVED 

ANO CASE NUMBER 

16• DO YOU INTEND TO APPLY FOR TAX AMORTIZATION PRIVILEGES FOR THE EQUIPMENT? 0 YES 
WPB-1319 must be accompanied by a WPB-3467) 

p NO (If ao, thia 

17. IF THE EQUIPMENT IS FOR REPLACEMENT 

A. WHY CAN'T EXISTIMG EQUIPMENT BE REPAIRED? 

we u1p nt 

B. HOW WILL ITEMS TO BE REPLACED BE DISPOSED OF? 

18• FROM WHOM AND WIH WHAT RESULTS HAVE YOU TRlt0 TO OBTAIN USED, IDLE OR RECONDITIONED EQUIPMENT? (Ana•er only 
if new equlp•nt la beln, applied for.) 

ly 1 r q 1 nt 1 1n r nd 1 or or1 •• 

19• HOW IS THE WORK NOW BEING ACCOMPLISHED? 

ob ry, 1945. 

--------------------­GPO-Wnr Boord 9576HH- 1>. 2 



I PAGE 3 OF ~ PAGES 

THIS PAGE FOR JfPB USE ONLY 

CLEARANCE 
C. FOR USE BY FIRST REFERENCE DIVISION 

ASSIGNED TO (Analyat) INITIALS 

CASE IS: 

OJ URGENT 

I DATE OF ACTION 

OJ ESSENTIAL 

0 lt.lPDRTANT, BUT CAN BE DEFERRED 

0 DENIED AND FORMAL DENIAL SIGNED ON ORIGINAL OF FOR"I 

0 DEN I ED AND EXPLMJATORY LETTER ATTACHED 

REMARKS 

0. FOR USE BY DIVISION CONTROLLING EQUIPMENT OR FIELD OFFICE 

ASSIGNED TO (Analyet) INITIALS 

RECO"IMENDATION: 

D APPROVED 

I DATE OF ACTION 

; 

0 APPROVED WITH CHANGES 

0 DENIED AND FORMAL DENIAL SIGNED ON ORIGINAL OF FORM 

0 DENI ED AND EXPLANATORY LETTER ATTACHED 

REM ARKS 

[. CONCURRING DIVISION OR AGENCY f. Fl ELD OFFICE EXAMINATION FOR COMPLETENESS 

DATE OF ACTION 

RECOMMENDATION 

DIVISION 
I-

SIGNATURE 

DATE OF ACTION 

RECOMMENDATION 

PROCESS ED 

I Fl ELD OFFICE CASE NO, 

DATE IN DATE OUT 

GPO-Wnr Board 91176HH-p. 3 



FORM WPll-1)19 tl-20-4'll PAGE 4 Of 4 PAGES 

20. GIVE OTHER DATA REQUIRED BY CURRENT WPB-1)19 INSTRUCTIONS. IDENTIFY ANSWERS BY "a", "b", "c", ETC., AS SHOWN 
IN SPECIAL LNSTRUCTIONS • 

• non 

b. non 

c. thr e 

o oth r 0 t ry V 1 bl 

• 0 nut.r1t1 n 1 1on. f/ /.:II "\ 
t_l 

'O/. 
'""''"-f4 Dfc 

.9 

03 

/ 

21• CERTIFICATIOh - THE UNDERSIGNED AND ANY OFFICIAL EXECUTING THIS CERTIFICATION ON BEHALF OF THE UNDERSIGNED 
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS APPLICATION !S CORRECT AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF 
THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF. 

BY _____________________ _ 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL 

TITLE 

StCTION 35tAI OF THE UNITED STATES CRIMINAL CODE, 18 U.S.C. SEC. 80, MAKES IT A CRIMINAL OFFENSE TO MAKE A WlllflJLLY FALSE 
STATEMENT OR REPRESENTATION TO hNY DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES AS TO ANY MATTER WITHIII ITS JURISDICTION. 
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hlEOICAL DIVISION 

• THE UN IVERS ITY OF WISCONSIN 

STATE OF W ISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

MAD IS ON 6 

• 
;✓ December 

Dr. A. Hughes Bryan 
1344 Connecticut Avenue 
,1ashington, D.C. 

Dear Doctor Bryan:-

13, 1944 

(/~ , 
... 

In accordance ,ith your letter of November 27th I should like to 
submit herewith an outline on the personnel and of the supplies and equipment 
necessary to t ake the special nutrition mission to Italy. The applications for 
appointment should be in your hands from all of the personnel listed during this 
current v,eek. I think physical examinations on all of them are likewise in your 
hands and certainly those of us who are expecting to go in the first group have 
already under way our immunization program. 

The personnel is as follows: 

Dr. Elmer L. Sevringhaus, Clinical Director and Internist 
Dr. Maurice B. Visscher, Co-Director and Physiological 

I utritionist 
Mr. Raymond C. Bragg , Executive Officer 
Dr. Ernest L. Stebbins, Epidemiologist 
Dr. Lester Sontag, Pediatrician 

,,- Dr. A. w. Stoesser , Associate Pediatrician 
ur. ~~.ma Kyhos, Associate Internist 
Dr. Otto Klineberg, Associ~te Internist 
Dr. Isaac Schour, Surgical Dentist 
Miss Dorothy Hagedorn, Technologist 
~iss Marjorie Knowlton, Technologist 

Miss Ruth Flwnerfeld, Dietitian 
Dr. , illiam Krogman, Anthopometrist 

It is considered urgently necessary that the first three listed should 
go at the earliest possible date, in order to select type of operation, to arrange 
contacts with local personnel, medical, nursing, technological and for translator 
help, and to prepare the ground so that when the rest of the team arrives they may 
enter with the utmost speed into the actual task of studying individual Italians 
and distributing the vitally necessary food and supplements. 

The food supplements are in the form of pure vitamins or highly con­
centrated vitamin preparatio n s, which I estimate to weigh about lbB kilograms. 
This is exclusive of packing and it may be raised somewhat depending upon the 
weight of an actual tablet which contains only one to five milligrams of the 
pure vitamin. This will be in at least fourteen different kinds of material, 
obviously therefore packing each separately. 

The next item of importance is a supply of wheat germ, corn germ 
sunflower seed meal, soybean flour, skim milk powder and purified plasma for 
treatment of emergencies. These materials will come to a total of 880 kilos, not 
including the special packing called for. Except for the plasma, these materials 
will probably come in barrels or large bags, unless you direct to the contrary. 



• • 
Dr. Brye.n--2 

Special laboratory equipment which is considered essential for 
carrying out this program includes the followin 

Specific gravity of the blood, 
Spectrophotometer 

items: 
25 pounds 
75 pounds 

Special cameras and films 
kedical diagnostic apparatus 
Records 
Di e titians hardware 
Anthopometric equipment 
Dentist's instruments 
Laboratory glassware 
Reagents 

65 
10 
20 
20 
10 
20 

145 
430 

pounds 
pounds 
pounds 
pounds 
pounds 
pounds 
pounds 
pounds 

This total transformed into kilos is approxiffiately 375 kilos. 

No allotment has been made for x-ray equipment or filrr.s. If we must 
purchase and carry films with us from here, we ought to plan on 30,000 dental 
films, 3,500 10 x 12 films and 1000 14 x 17 films. 

The x-ray problem may have to be decided by you in Vashington. If 
we can be reasonably certain of finding in th e civilian hospital or clinic in 
Italy in which the Mission will work an x-ray apparatus which will be sufficient 
to energize the 100 milliampere tube and a table and equipment for taking chest 
ttereo x-rays, then we should have nothing further to be concerned about. If any 
of this equipment needs to be taken from here that would have to added to this 
list. le should certainly expect a 4ark room and x-ray staff would be available 
over there. If we are to depend on Italian films or films exported to Italy, we 
should need to know whether it is made in 10 x 12 and 14 x 17 sizes. If not the 
cassettes and holders would have to be obtained to fit the film available in Italy. 

If any allowance should be made in accordance with the correspondence 
with Dr. Joy about automobile transportation then an addition should be made for a 
set of tires and rims or wheels, according to the final decision as tb the prepara­
tion we should make. 

The supply of all the vita~ins and food supplements and minerals is 
assured and you need give no thought to that. Of the equipment I have listed I 
think we can be certain of everything except the blood specific gravity apparatus 
and the spectrophotometer. If you can secure releases from the Army for these 
the manufacturers have assured me that they can make prompt delivery. 

As soon as you furnish us shipping directions and the place where 
these things can be assembled, we can begin to have the materials assembled o that 
they can be packed for shlpment. 

Awaiting your further instructions, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

ELS: j/ db 
~ ,('_ ~~,vt ~ 

E. L. Sevringhaus, Y..D. J 
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MED ICAL OIVJSION 

- THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

STATE OF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

MADISON 6 

-
January 8, 1945 

Dr. A. Hu hes Bryan 
UNRRA Health Division 
1344 Connecticut Avenue 
lashin,.,ton 25, D. C. 

Dear Doctor Bryan: 

Than 1<" you for your note of January 2nd which 
a aited me on my return to Hadison. You will be interested 
to know that we have rad a very favorable reaction from 
r. }'ark ay at ifaw Haven about participatin in the study 

although a definite answer could not be given us until he 
ets clenrance from the Army since he is still listed as a 

technical expert consy.ltant subject to call. ·ie will have 
word any day now, I trust, and I still ope that he may be 
wit us in Chicago. 

I am planning to be in 'lashin ton on the morning 
of Tuesday, the 16th, and in preparation for that I wish that 
you would ask two people to be prepared for me to call upon 
tLem for technical information and guidance. These are iss 
Doris Porter, who is said to be still with U'RRA. I shall want 
to tal' to her about soybean materials, crocolate milk drink 
and similar items which she worked on with Dr. Helen !itchell. 
The other person is Don Payne who is with the Soya Products Di­
vision, Ul s. Department of A riculture and .Uss Porter rill 
undoubtedly know him. If he could have some of his material 
with him and be at lliss Porter's office first thing on the morn­
in of the 16th it vould greatly facilitate our discussion. I 
shall plan on just that one day in ft&shin ton, oin~ u~ to 'ew 
York for some further work on the sleeper that ni h~, but pos­
sibly gettin~ back to •ashin ton for Thursday aft rroon before 
returning to 'adison on Thursday evening train. Of course, I 
shall expect to see you in Chicago before all this comes about 
but knowing ay proposed schedule may help to or anize tie. 

Cordially, 

Elmer L. Sevrin~haus, M.D. 

ELS:fT 

S1 19 
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MEDIC A L DIVISION 

- THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

STATE OF WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

MAD I SON 6 

Dr •• Hughes Bryan 
Health Division, URRR 
1344 Connec ticut Avenue 

ashin ton 25, D. C . 

Dear Doctor Br yan: 

January 8 1 1945 

• 

In reply to your letter of January 4 which reached 
me this morning, I have taken the matter up with the Univer­
sity authorities and the State Director of Bud et Control and 
the enclosed carbon copy will show the action which ,e are re­
~ue~ting . I have every reason to believe that this .ill be ac ­
cepted and that there will be a meeting of the Regents to act 
on it at the end of this current eek . I have purposely made 
the amount lar_e enough to include not only the Spectrophoto­
meter but also the blood specific gravity apparatus of the Van 
Slyke type . This I did with the possibility in mind that yo~ 
could arr ange with Captain Cor l et t e for the same type of re ­
lease there as for the Spectrophotometer . 'le shall do nothing 
mor e about i t unt i l I have your advic e as to hether this se­
cond step is also satisfactory . I think e need not use this 
mechanism for the blood voluee apparatus since that is to come 
from the fational Research Council rather than through the 
Surgeon - General . Please advise me about the matter of the 
blood snecific gravity apparatus . I shall let you kno· just 
as soon as the purchase order numbers, etcetera, can be affixed 
so th t we may proceed with the release of the equipment . This 
arrangement is entirely satisfactory so far as I can see •• 

Cordially, 

Elu r L . _vri.. h.,. .. s 1 • • u . 

ELS:fv 

· 1 A4J 8 
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4 1anu ey 1945 

Dr. lmer Sevri aus 
ieconsln Gener 1 Hospit 1 
dison, isconein 

D r Dr. Sevri h us: 

I r.a.v he.d f\.,.rther conversatio th Captni.n Corl tte ot 
Colonel Youm.an•s office, d it haa occu a to us tat th 
Army would be willing to rele se a Coleman Junior Spectro­
photometer to the University of isconein. Captain Corlette 
1nvest1g ted the tter and found that ap rently such an 
arrang nt would be agreeable to the 

It th n, you can arrange th the purchaein a nt of the 
University of iaoonsin to purch ee this instrument tor you 
and then release it to you for thisstudy, I believe that we 
c ve~r quickly get an y release. It ould only be nec-
essary tor ycu to send me a copy of th~ purchas ord. r and 
the copy should contain the follo ing info at ion: name 
or purchaser, number of the purchase order and date on hioh 
the order was placed. This copy ould be attached to a 
m or dum from Colonel Youman.'s diTision to the aupplie 
officer of the Surgeon General ' Ot"tice end the supplies 
officer would t e step to arr ge for an Army r le se 
of one Coleman Spectrophot eter to the University of 

isconsin. 

IR L 

Sincerely yours. 

A. Hu ea Bryan, • D. 
Re 1th Division 
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- THE UNI VERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

STATE OF W ISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

M AD I SON 6 

I 
M•DIC AL OJVISION 

Dr. A. Hughes Bryan 
iealth Division, UfRRA 
1344 Connecticut Avenue 

ashin ton 25, r. c. 

Dear Doctor Bryan: 

December16, 1944 

DEC 19 1844 

In reply to your letter of Decembe1'"1'3', ~ret me thank-you fo-r•the very 
careful exposition of the numerous difficulties which beset our path as we try 
to arrange to go to Italy. I realize that the political and military events in 
Italy are beyobd our control. The news in the papers since your letter and up 
to this time u gests, however, that thins may be clearing over th~re. ~e shall 
certainly hope so. In the meantime, I propose that we do all that we possibly 
can to have everything ready to go as soon as the clearance from the other side 
comes. Dr. Visscher and I are using our best offices to h ve the personnel ap­
plications and physical examinations in your hands at an early d~te. V1e will 
certainly proceed with -etting all sorts of supplies ready as soon as we have in­
formation from you as to where they can be assembled and how they can be packed. 
There will be only a matter of the Spectrophotometer and the specific gravity 
apparatus plus the x-ray film to require any special arrangements in ashington . 
I think all the other materials and supplies we can be responsible for. le are 
having some difficulty with special cameras but I think that can be handled with­
out asking your help. 

Dr. Visscher and I are both planning to be in .ashington together on 
the 29th and 30th and one of us at least may be staying on for a few days after 
that in case it is apparent that our presence in ~ashington would materially aid 
in getting these arrangements made. If it seems worthwhile to you to have us 
make any appearances before military or other officials on the 29th or 30th or 
shortly thereafter, you are certainly at liberty to make such appointments in 
our behalf. 

Cordh.lly, 

f O -_.1-.A ...I. . ... _ - _..__...__.. - -
✓ - - u 

~lmer L. Sevringhaus, M.D. 

ELS:!v 

I 



• THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

STATE OF W ISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPI TAL 

MADI S ON 6 

December 15, 1944 

• 
MIJ:DICA L DIVISION Dt_c 18 l844 

I 

Dr. A. Hughes Bryan 
Fealth Division, UHRRA 
1344 Connecticut Avenue 
,ashington 25, D. c. 

Dear Doctor Bryan: 

In reply to your letter of December 12, which reached me on the afternoon 
of the 14th, let me explain that I know that the Spectrophotometer production is 
ahead of Army demands and that the manufacturer is expecting to be able to sell to 
civilians on ordinary priorities during January 1945. The manufacturer is so co­
operative that I have his personal assurance that one could be made available to 
me immediately if the appropriate release is sent from the Office of the Surgeon 
General of the Army. This is of the utmost importance for the entire laboratory 
program of assay for vitamins A, B1 , C, hemoglobin, blood sugar, nonprotein nitrogen 
and blood volume. 

The portable kit for blood specific gravity will give us a quick and sa­
tisfactory measure of total protein_, in the blood, plasma protein, therefore of hema-

tocrit and will make possible the determination of blood volume. 7ithout this the 
blood volume determination would become essentially impossible on this study. I 
cannot understand the devious methods which are apparently necessary in order to 
get this equipment but I assure you that I do believe it worthwhile using every 
effort to do so. I am totally unwilling to undertake any alternative plan which 
would mean tryin to get a Spectrophotometer fro somebody else since these are 
only available in military laboratories and since the photoelectric colorimeters 
to do the same things are more bulky, more difficult to transport, more breakable 
as well as more expensive. Similarly, the blood specific gravity kit is not too 
difficult to make but there is nobody here who can do this kind of work and who 
has time to do it. I am having a hard enough time to get my work done so that I 
can get away to do this job in Italy and it is my impre~sion that if the appro­
priate officials in the office of the Surgeon General are sufficiently impressed 
with the importance of this nutrition mission, the apparatus can be released and 
will be released. In such a day as this it is absolute folly for one of us to try 
to build this kind of apparatus when it can be gotten easily. 

Thank you for the sheets about the il!linunizations. e have verything done 
except that we had not been notified of the desirability of plague and the /.rmy 
authorities here did not consider it necessary. We will proceed to h ve that done 
also and will have everything in order before we leave here. 

ELS: fv 

Appreciating your helpful suggestions in these matters, I am 

Cordially, 

Elmer L. Sevringhaus, M.D. 
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