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SSSENGERS OF PEACE AND GOODWILL AMBASSADORS MEET AT UN HEADQUARTERS

United Nations Messengers of Peace and Goodwill Ambassadors had the
personality to capture the imagination of people and policy makers, the passion to
inspire faith in the Organization's fundamental principles and the power to
convince people of the Organization's importance in their lives, Secretary-General
Kofi Annan told a "town hall" meeting this morning at United Nations Headquarters.

Opening the town hall meeting of celebrity Messengers of Peace and Goodwill
Ambassadors, he said the United Nations needed them because of their hold on the
imagination of people, whose welfare was the Organization's greatest concern.
They had the power to inform people about the hardships experienced by others and
encourage them to do something about it. They could explain how the Organization
changed people's lives, strengthened peace and ensured human rights. And because
of their wide range of interests, they could benefit a broad spectrum of United
Nations work, from poverty eradication to disarmament to human rights.

As defenders and advocates, they raised funds, spirits and awareness, he
continued. Putting their names to a message could break through indifference and
lack of news coverage. They could, thus, explain the role of the United Nations,
why it mattered, its limitations and its possibilities. By igniting popular
insistence that world leaders act on their Millennium Summit pledges to deal with
the world's problems, Goodwill Ambassadors could take their shared mission to new
frontiers.

Gillian Martin Sorensen, Assistant Secretary-General for External Relations,
said in her introductory remarks, that the 50 celebrity envoys included actors and
sports personalities who had expressed a desire to help the United Nations achieve
its goals. They represented various agencies as well as the Secretaries-General
themselves. Many had spoken out on peace, human rights, racism, drugs and
intolerance besides assisting refugees and children. Their voices were a unique
and precious asset.

Following a video presentation entitled A Celebration of Volunteers,
Riz Khan of Cable News Network (CNN) International moderated a panel discussion on
"The United Nations and Celebrity Advocacy in an Age of Cynicism".

Messengers of Peace (appointed by the Secretary-General):

Muhammad Ali, former heavyweight boxing champion (United States);
Anna Cataldi, author and journalist (Italy) ; Michael Douglas, actor (United
States); Enrico Macias, singer (France).

(page la follows)
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Goodwill Ambassadors:

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP): Danny Glover, actor (United
States); Nadine Gordiraer, Nobel laureate for literature (South Africa);
Misako Konno, author, television personality and actress (Japan); "Ronaldo" Luis
Nazario de Lima, football player (Brazil); Hussein Fahmy, actor (Egypt).

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA): Kattis Ahlstrom, journalist
(Sweden); Nicolaas Biegman, former co-Chairman, Cairo Conference on Population and
Development (Netherlands); Mary Banotti, Member of European Parliament (Ireland);
Magenta Devine, radio and television personality (United Kingdom); Geri Halliwell,
singer (United Kingdom); Waris Dirie, fashion supermodel, activist (Somalia);
Safia El-Emary, actress (Egypt); Catarina Furtado, actress (Portugal);
Wendy Fitzwilliam, former Miss Universe (Trinidad and Tobago); Lupita Jones,
former Miss Universe (Mexico); Feryal Ali Gauhar, actress/film maker (Pakistan);
Linda Gray, actress, environmental activist (United States); Hanne-Vibeke Hoist,
author and journalist (Denmark); Manisha Koirala, actress (India); Mikko
Kuustonen, singer, songwriter (Finland); Mpule Kwelagobe, former Miss Universe
(Botswana); Goedele Liekens, media personality (Belgium); Bui Nakhirunkanok,
former Miss Universe (Thailand); Bertrand Piccard, scientist-adventurer
(Switzerland); Rosy Senanayake, actress, former Miss World (Sri Lanka).

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF): Harry Belafonte, singer, actor
(United States); Johann Olav Koss, Olympic champion speed skater (Norway);
Mia Farrow, actress (United States); Tetsuko Kuroyanagi, television personality
(Japan); Nana Mouskouri, singer (Greece); Youssou N' Dour, musician (Senegal);
Susan Sarandon, actress (United States); Vendela Thommessen, model (Norway);
Sir Peter Ustinov, actor (United Kingdom).

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR):
Djordje Balasevic, singer (Yugoslavia); Adel Imam, actor (Egypt); Arja Saijonmaa,
singer (Finland).

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR):
Seamus Heaney, Nobel laureate for literature (Ireland); Marian Wright Edelman,
activist for children's rights (United States).

United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention (UNODCCP):
Al Bano Carrisi, singer (Italy); Franz Klammer, Olympic champion skier (Austria);
Tetsuya Komuro, musician (Japan); Letizia Moratti, television executive (Italy).

United Nations Volunteers (UNV): Takehito Nakata, volunteer/activist
(Japan).

(page 2 follows)
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Introduction

GILLIAN M. SORENSEN, Assistant Secretary-General for External Relations,
opened the session and said the special meeting would focus on celebrity advocacy
and the role of the United Nations. There were 50 distinguished men and women
present today, including actors, sports personalities and even some Olympic
medallists, all of whom had expressed a desire to help the Organization achieve
its goals. All of them had informed and inspired, in their efforts to reach a
larger public.

She said the Goodwill Ambassadors represented various United Nations
agencies and even Secretaries-General themselves. Many had spoken on behalf of
peace and human rights, and against racism, drugs abuse and intolerance. They
also assisted refugees and children. Their voices were a unique and precious
asset to the Organization.

KOFI ANNAN, Secretary-General of the United Nations, expressed his
admiration for the talent assembled in the room. The United Nations, he said,
needed such Goodwill Ambassadors because of their hold on the imagination of
people. It was the welfare of people, and the support of people, that were the
greatest concerns of the United Nations. The assembled celebrities had, he said,
the personalities to capture the imagination of people and policy makers alike,
the passion to inspire their faith in the principles on which the United Nations
was founded, and the power to convince them of the importance of the United
Nations work in people's lives.

He described the assembly as a United Nations of its own, because of its
diversity of nationalities and its power to unify beyond borders through the arts
and sports. The Goodwill Ambassadors had the power to inform people about the
hardships of others and encourage them to do something about it, employing
personal experience and empathy. As defenders and advocates, they raised funds,
spirits and awareness. Putting their names to a message could break through
barriers of indifference and lack of news coverage. In that way, they could plead
the United Nations cause effectively, explaining what the United Nations does, why
it matters and what its limitations and possibilities were. And they could
explain how it changed people's lives, strengthened peace and ensured human
rights. And because of their wide range of interests, they could benefit a wide
spectrum of United Nations work, from poverty eradication to disarmament, to human
rights.

Those were all big global issues, and the United Nations needed global
support in dealing with them, he said. The creativity, charisma and commitment of
the Goodwill Ambassadors helped greatly. He wanted to thank them at the meeting,
and also ask how the United Nations could be made to mean more to people, become
better understood and become better supported by all the world's peoples. It was
time to act on the pledges made at the Millennium Summit to deal with the world's
problems, and ordinary people all over the world needed to insist that their
leaders did so. The Goodwill Ambassadors could ignite such popular support and
take their shared mission to new frontiers.

Following the Secretary-General's remarks, the meeting watched a video
presentation titled A Celebration of Volunteers that gave a brief background of
celebrity advocacy for United Nations causes.

(more)
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Following the video presentation, RIZ KHAN of Cable News Network (CNN)
moderated a panel discussion entitled "The United Nations and Celebrity Advocacy
in the Age of Cynicism".

Panel Discussion

PETER USTINOV, actor, said that respect, though rather neglected, was the
key to communicating and making a connection with others. An attitude rather than
an emotion, respect between the generations was essential.

MICHAEL DOUGLAS, actor/producer, said his interest in disarmament had arisen
from his work on the 1978 film The China Syndrome, which had educated him about
nuclear weapons and nuclear power. His interest in handguns had arisen from
having lived two blocks from the site of Beatle John Lennon's murder in Manhattan
20 years ago. His interest in small weapons had begun with his contacts with
Jayantha Dhanapala, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament
Affairs, and with a visit to Albania.

Asked about the contrast between his anti-gun position and the pro-gun
advocacy of fellow actor Charlton Heston, he said: "It's a free country".

ANNA CATALDI, author/journalist, said she had just returned from Afghanistan
where people were starving to death owing to a severe drought. The Taliban
authorities had forbidden the taking of photographs, and her word was, therefore,
her only evidence of the terrible situation in that country.

FERYAL ALI GAUHAR, actress/film maker, said she had been threatened with
death in her country, Pakistan, for having spoken out against military regimes
that had supplied Afghanistan's Taliban authorities with weapons provided by the
United States, European and other so-called civilized countries. Everybody was
responsible for the situation in Afghanistan, and they must make connections with
each other.

WARIS DIRIE, fashion model, said she had just returned from Somalia, where
there was a dire need for education. It was essential for the world to know what
was happening in her country.

NADINE GORDIMER, author, said she had become involved after she realized
that the victory over apartheid would be hollow unless the poverty situation
changed. The gap between rich and poor in South Africa and, even more urgently,
worldwide, had widened through globalization. She did not have the expertise to
speak in detail about a solution. Perhaps Goodwill Ambassadors were needed with
such specialized knowledge.

NAFIS SADIK, Executive Director of the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA), said that Goodwill Ambassadors could actually have a great deal of impact
by awareness raising.

MIA FARROW, actress, said that, with her personal experience of polio and as
a spokesperson for United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), she was making people
aware that polio had not gone from the face of the earth.

CATARINA FURTADO, actress, said that she could increase awareness about an
issue through talking about what she knew. It was valuable for her to encourage

(more)
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free speech about, for example, women's health issues for the UNFPA, but she was
not always sure how.

DJIBRIL DIALLO of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) said that
the Goodwill Ambassadors commanded respect and could focus people's attention on
crises and unite their responses to them. They could also make them aware that
such crises could affect people from the North as well as people from the South.

MARY BANOTTI, member of the European Parliament, said, while the use of
ambassadors may be useful, it was important to note that they were dealing with
issues that were ultimately political and required the political will of
politicians to resolve.

TAKEHITO NAKATA, volunteer activist, said the highest quality information
must be obtained to deal with situations in order to make assessments of how to
operate.

BERTRAND PICCARD, scientist-adventurer, noted that people often wanted to
hear about the celebrity and their work, rather than the advocacy causes they were
helping, and that could be a problem.

SUSAN SARANDON, actress, said that people's interest in her celebrity could
be a problem, but it was important to keep the focus on the issues. Her tours
increased HIV awareness by focusing media discussion on the subject, as long as
she kept to that particular subject exclusively.

GERI HALLIWELL, singer, said that people might be interested in hearing a
celebrity speak for the wrong reasons, but they could quickly be directed to the
message. Celebrities had the ability to cut across politics and speak directly
with people.

VENDELA THOMMESSEN, fashion model, recalled a place she had visited in
Bolivia where there were just 15 beds for new mothers in a population of about
500,000.

ENRICO MACIA3, singer, appealed for the eradication of poverty, a greater
emphasis on medical research and an end to violence. Humanity must recognize that
it was in the process of destroying itself.

LETIZIA MORATTI, television executive, called for a special session where
Goodwill Ambassadors would be the voice of the people. There was a need for a
stronger link between celebrity Goodwill Ambassadors and the non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and individuals who worked in the field every day.

YOUSSOU N'DOUR, musician, stressed that Goodwill Ambassadors should work to
eliminate the debt burden crippling poor countries. However, any debt forgiveness
should be accompanied by demands that the governments concerned make commitments
to strengthen education and health, as well as democracy in general. He said
that, although the spread of HIV/AIDS was a worldwide problem, communication of
information about the pandemic was far from satisfactory. The Internet should
provide an opportunity for better communication throughout the world.

(more)
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A representative of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)
said that what the Goodwill Ambassadors said was important because, as role
models, their words were immediately picked up, especially by young people.

A representative of UNICEF said iodine deficiency in pregnant women was the
number one factor behind the mental and physical problems of their children.
Actor Roger Moore's advocacy on that issue had helped provide access for
1.5 billion people, more than the audience reached by CNN.

WENDY FITZWILLIAM, former Miss Universe, noted that while whatever well
known Goodwill Ambassadors did was picked up by an enormous and widespread
audience, at the end of the day, when their celebrity was put aside, they were
human beings like anybody else. However, their interaction with those in
authority, even in social settings, occasionally helped to spur action on issues
like HIV/AIDS and others.

MUHAMMAD ALI, sports personality, said that, in trying to deal with major
problems, it was important to remember God, who was the highest authority in those
matters. The real law was God's law.

BUI NAKHIRUWKANOK, former Miss Universe, said that celebrity could be used
to make people in power focus on a problem and do something about it, as was her
experience promoting AIDS awareness in Thailand.

Mr. NAKATA said that all living creatures had a right to complete their
lives in peace, which required living in unity with the world, as a world citizen.

GOEDELE LIEKENS, media personality, said that it was important to go to the
field to experience what was happening, and then to transfer that experience to
others, from heart to heart.

Mr. DOUGLAS said it was important not to forget about the vulnerability of
that important Organization, the United Nations. After 55 years, there was still
a lack of recognition by young people of its importance.

LINDA GRAY, actress, said that there should be no separateness. She went to
Nicaragua through a programme called Face to Face, and it was an effective way to
remind her that all. people were connected. People in small, poor villages had the
same basic interests as everyone present.

DANNY GLOVER, actor, said he had long been interested in development and
understanding how people used resources to better their community. But all the
assistance programs that existed could only handle a small portion of what needed
to be done. There were systemic issues that needed to be addressed. The Goodwill
Ambassadors should talk about those issues while, at the same time, assisting aid
programs.

SEAMUS HEANEY, poet, said he was particularly delighted to be involved in
the world conference on racism, where individual conviction was very important.
The Goodwill Ambassadors could be the ambassadors, on such issues, for the
conscience of humanity.

MISAKO KONNO, media personality, said she was able to relay the message to
Asian children and others that peace was important.

(more)
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Ms. HALLIWELL said that, with the assistance of marketing people and well
crafted messages, the Goodwill Ambassadors could be the best means for the United
Nations to communicate with young people.

* * * * *




