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Note for the Secretary-General

Follow-up to ECOSOC Ministerial Declaration on ICT for development

In the Ministerial Declaration adopted by ECOSOC on 1 July, the Council had
requested the Working Group on Informatics to make recommendations regarding the
proposal to create an ICT Task Force, under the leadership of the Secretary-General, but
outside the organizational structures of the United Nations, to bring together multilateral
development institutions, private industry, foundations and trusts to facilitate investment
and the expansion of the market for ICT in developing countries, thereby helping to
bridge the digital divide.

The Working Group met last week under the Chairmanship of Ambassador
Mangoaela of Lesotho and, on the basis of its discussions, a draft resolution has been
prepared by the Chairman which will be considered by the Group tomorrow morning.
(copy attached). The draft envisages that "arrangements concerning the composition,
governance, structure and terms of reference of the Task Force would be developed on
the basis of consultations to be undertaken by the Secretary-General with all potential
partners and Member States".

If an agreement is reached on the draft tomorrow, it will be submitted to the
Council, with the expectation that the Council will adopt it at its concluding session on
Friday.

I thought I would bring this matter to your attention in view of the high political
importance being attached to this initiative by Member States and, in particular, by the
Group of 77 and the EU. It is also significant in view of developments that have taken
place at the G-8 Summit in Okinawa, which refers to the Ministerial Declaration of
ECOSOC, and has decided to set up a "digital opportunity task force" (dot force) "with a
view to integrating our efforts into a broader international approach". ECOSOC initiative
could serve as an important basis for developing the role of the United Nations in
promoting ICT for development.

NitinDesai

Copy to : The Deputy Secretary-General •/



25 July 2000
Working Group on Informatics

The Working Group on Informatics recommends the following draft resolution for
adoption by the Economic and Social Council:

Draft resolution
ICT Task Force

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the Ministerial Declaration on "Development and international cooperation in
the twenty-first century: the role of information technology in the context of a knowledge-based
global economy", adopted on 7 July 2000 by the high-level segment of its substantive session of
2000.

1. Endorses the recommendations of the Working Group on Informatics as contained in
the annex to the present resolution;

Annex
Recommendations of the Working Group on Informatics

The Working Group on Informatics recommends that an ICT tack force be created with
the following broad elements:

Objectives

The objectives of the Task Force would be to provide overall leadership, help formulate
strategies for the development of ICT and to put ICT in the service of development, and on the
basis of consultations with all stakeholders, forge a strategic partnership between the United
Nations system, private industry and financing trusts and foundations and donors and programme
countries.

Mandate

The Task Force would be designed to serve as a mechanism for collaborative initiatives
involving, as appropriate, public and private sector, foundations and trusts for the mobilization of
resources and for promoting and funding ICT programmes and projects. The Task Force will,
inter alia:

Help formulate appropriate strategies to promote collaboration and synergy among all
partners;

Identify and mobilize new resources, public and private;

Promote collaborative initiatives and develop, at the request of and in consultation with
programme countries, ICT programmes and project proposals, including at the regional, sub-



regional and national levels, taking into account the provisions of paragraphs 14-17 of the
Ministerial Declaration of ECOSOC 2000;

Compile and maintain a roster of such proposals for funding and implementation in
accordance with the relevant paragraphs of the Ministerial Declaration;

Identify, in consultation with programme countries, effective mechanisms for expeditious
implementation of programme proposals once resources are identified and committed;

Pool relevant experience of both developed and developing countries and lessons learned, in
introducing and promoting ICT, in development of local content and using ICT for preserving
and disseminating traditional knowledge, with a view to promoting North-South and South-
South programme initiatives;

Develop networking arrangements with other mechanisms and institutions, both public and
private, engaged in ICT development activities with a view to promoting coherence and
synergy and identifying joint programme initiatives;

A Trust Fund would be established to be administered by the Task Foice and to be funded by
all partners on the basis of voluntary contributions.

Composition, Terms of Reference and Oversight

The Task Force should have a balanced composition, in terms of partner representation
(United Nations system, public and private sector, foundations, trusts, developed and developing
countries, and countries with economies in transition) taking into account the need for
geographical balance. The Task Force should be supported by a small secretariat on the basis of
secondment from participants and funding by overhead support costs of the programmes and
projects financed from the Trust Fund.

Arrangements concerning the composition, governance structure and TOR of the Task
Force should be developed on the basis of consultations to be undertaken by the Secretary-
General with all potential partners and Member States.

In its paragraph 19, the Ministerial Declaration calls for a review by ECOSOC of the
mandates and activities of its subsidiary bodies dealing with ICT with a view to establishing
modalities to provide the United Nations and governments with comprehensive, practical and
action-oriented advice on policies and programmes and on new developments in the field of ICT
for development.

The Task Force will submit an annual report to ECOSOC for its consideration. In
addition, the body that would be assigned the functions envisaged in paragraph 19 of the
Declaration would serve as the continuous link between ECOSOC and the ICT Task Force.

Modalities of operation

The modalities of operation, including project implementation structure, of the ICT Task
Force and the Trust Fund should be developed on the basis of consultations with all partners and
Member States as envisaged above. These modalities should be simple, efficient, transparent and
accountable.




