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TEXT OF STATEMENT BY. SECRETARY-GENERAL AT OPENING

OF SPECIAL SESSION OF'GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON DISARMAMENT

Following is the text' of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim at
the opening at United Nations Headquarters this afternoon of the special session
of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament:

This unprecedented special session of the General Assembly is the largest,
most representative meeting ever convened to consider the problem of disarmament.
I particularly welcome the personal participation of such a large number.of Heads
of State and Government, This extraordinary response is a clear indication that
Governments and peoples throughout the world are profoundly aware of the threat
to their well-being and even to their survival which ever-growing armaments and
arms technology constitute. It is perhaps the distinctive mark of this generation
that we are aware of our capacity for self-destruction. We also know that the
diversion of such a significant percentage of the world's human and material
resources for arms delays and inhibits the elimination of poverty, hunger, and
economic inequity. I believe it is this awareness which brings us together here
and from this awareness and this gathering we can derive great hope.

Distinguished leaders from all over the world and interested citizens will be
at this Assembly seeking to map the way towards a world in which security will be
based on less rather than more arms, in which countries will rely on joint
endeavours rather than destructive parity, and in which resources will be used in
the most rational, rather than the least rational, way to promote the common good.
This is a vital undertaking, all the more so because the consequences of inaction
can be global catastrophe. This special session and all who participate in it do
honour to the objective of the United Nations "to save succeeding generations
from the scourge of war".

Because of this great responsibility, the United Nations from its inception
has been concerned with disarmament. Three years ago, a convention came into
force banning biological weapons, which was the first international agreement
providing for the destruction of existing stockpiles, thereby leading the way to
actual disarmament measures. Within the United Nations framework important steps
have also been taken towards arms control. Treaties now preserve the Antarctic,
the see-bed and outev space fru.i the stationing of nuclear weapons; prohibit
nuclear testing in the e.tea sphere, in outer space and under ̂ ter, end limit the
proliferation of nuclear weapons; establish in Latin America the first nuclear-
free zone and prohibit the modification of the environment for military purposes.

(more)
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Other hopeful possibilities are on the horizon. Negotiations are in progress
on a comprehensive test ban, and the banning of chemical weapons. In the past
years, the United States and the Soviet Union have made efforts to limit strategic
nuclear weapons and I am happy to note that, apparently, significant progress
towards' a new agreement is being made. A number of proposals are being discussed
to establish nuclear-weapon-free zones. Countries have for some time been
negotiating to achieve a reduction of military forces in Central Europe. Efforts
are being actively pursued to establish the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace.
These various developments are evidence of a growing awareness on the part of
States of their common interest in controlling the danger posed by the arms race.

Yet we must acknowledge that these accomplishments are dwarfed by the
magnitude of what remains to be done. We have witnessed in recent years the
emergence of new weapons systems, particularly in the nuclear field, which
complicate current efforts to limit nuclear weapons and tend to undermine the
results achieved. For example, the ceilings on weapons carriers that have been
negotiated have not prevented the multiplication of warheads on a single carrier.
The problem is compounded by ever more sophisticated and powerful delivery
systems.

The expanding arms race fosters mistrust and tension, endangers recent
progress in detente and impels countries to subordinate economic requirements to
military, needs. It is, therefore, imperative that the special session set a
course which will turn the world away from potential disaster. This session must,
first of all, be devoted to the search for a common understanding of the options
with which we are faced and to the drafting of an action programme that finds
widest international acceptance.

In order to deal effectively with the vast social, economic and military
problems involved in the arms race, Governments have begun to address themselves
to the question of disarmament in terms of a comprehensive framework. Clearly,
such an approach is the only way in which we can hope to cope with the complexities
of this problem. If all efforts are to converge towards a common goal, principles
and priorities must be outlined and long-term goals developed. We need a strategy
for disarmament. This process must involve the increasing participation of all
nations. Although the special role and responsibilities of the great Powers are
well recognized, the growing dangers entailed in the arms race have made it
abundantly clear that disarmament is the legitimate and necessary concern of
every State,

The more active involvement in the field of disarmament of a large number of
medium and small nations will place increasing demands on the United Nations for
research, information and documentation. If a gradual convergence of views on
disarmament measures is to be achieved, it will require objective and authoritative
information and analysis readily available to Governments and public groups. If
we in the United Nations are to accomplish this, we will have to draw on as wide
a range of expertise as possible. I have, on a number of occasions in the past,
convened groups of expert consultants at the request of the General Assembly to

(more)
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study specific-'aspects of disarmament. These expert groups have served us well in
providing a basis for a common understanding based on a sober assessment of facts.
In this connexion, I consider it important to'develop a comprehensive approach to
international study in the field of arms control and disarmament. One means of
achieving effective utilization of international expertise would be through the
appointment of an Advisory Board composed of eminent persons. Such bodies have
functioned effectively in other areas of United Nations activities providing to
governmental organs and the Secretariat useful advice on the range of issues under
consideration. I would very much welcome the contribution that could be made by
such a Board and hope the Assembly will consider approving the establishment of
-such a group.

In this context, there is a need to intensify and broaden the scope of
national programmes of information and study concerning disarmament. We should
recall the high investment which is devoted to research and development in the
military field. No other area of human activity receives a similar input of
scientific resources; nothing remotely comparable is devoted to research on how
the arms race can be contained and reversed. This encourages constant competition
and change in military technology which too often directly affects the over-all
relations between States. I would, therefore, suggest that we devote to national
and international disarmament efforts one million dollars for every thousand million
currently spent on arms. This would constitute a valuable step in correcting the
huge imbalance in our priorities. It should serve at least as a moral and political
objective to be implemented by each country within the framework of its national,
regional or international disarmament potential. Some may wish to strengthen their
own disarmament education or information activities; some may wish to increase
their research capacities; others may wish to further the work of international
organizations. I do not offer any rigid prescription here, only a purpose and a
goal.

Certainly, people as well as nations must be directly involved if world
public opinion is to be brought effectively to bear on disarmament. This carries
with it the necessity for increased emphasis on public education. In this area,
the non-governmental organizations in particular have an essential and continuing
role to play. They should be the source of ideas and provide sound information to
the public. They will be heard at this session. They will have an influence on
its success and on the wider efforts that must follow.

The past years have revealed the difficulty of halting an arms race, the
momentum of which has seemed hitherto to be beyond the capacity of man to control.
Nations acquire arms because they distrust each other and because they hope to
gain protection from attack. But a security based on arms is precarious at best,
since arms perpetuate distrust and fear among nations and create permanent risk of
war. Mutual confidence and shared objectives are the only means which will serve
in the place of arms to attain the security which every nation and all peoples
rightly demand.

(more)
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The extent to which the United Nations is effective in resolving conflicts,
in alleviating economic inequities and human suffering and in building the elements
of a consistent world order will determine the growth of trust essential for the
success of a disarmament programme. Let us, therefore, at the outset of this
historic session, resolve to formulate a strategy ca this the most vital of all
our problems with the aim not merely of arms control but of meaningful disarmament.

How then can the enormous challenge that stands before us be met?

I believe that an effort of totally new dimensions is required -- of a scope
commensurate with the task at hand.

It must encompass a broader and longer-range perspective than any previous
effort. '

It must be more deeply rooted in the democratic involvement of peoples
and nations — all nations — than any effort that has gone before, and

-- It must rally an unprecedented measure of the world's reserves of talents
and resources to the task.

This is tlae test we must pass. Let us determine to meet it in a constructive
spirit and thus contribute to a future worthy of the human race.
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Draft message of the Secretary-General for the special
meeting in observance of the Week of Solidarity with
the Colonial Peoples of Southern Africa Fighting for
Freedom, Independence and Equal Rights - 22 May 1978

Mr, Chairman,

Distinguished representatives,

The observance of this Week of Solidarity with the

Colonial Peoples of Southern Africa is being held at a

time of great political turmoil in that troubled region.

It had been hoped when the General Assembly in 1972 designated

this annual observance, that the aspirations of the colonial

peoples for freedom, independence and equal rights would be

achieved with a minimum of bloodshed.

It had been hoped also that the colonial powers and the

minority regimes would understand clearly that the united

Nations was determined to ensure the attainment of the objectives

of the Charter of the United Nations and the principles embodied

in the historic Declaration on the Granting of Independence

to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

Unfortunately this has not been the case. The independence

of the peoples of Mozambique, Angola and Guinea-Bissau was only

achieved after great sacrifice of human lives. Their independ-

ence in 1975 is a testimony to their courage and determination.

In Namibia and Rhodesia the struggle for independence continues

with considerable loss of lives. Although some encouraging
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progress have been made towards a solution of these remaining

problems much remains to be accomplished in order to achieve

the full implementation of the relevant decisions of the United

Nations. In identifying itself with the cause of tfiose who

have sacrificed their lives in the struggle for freedom and

equality, the united Nations has endeavoured to develop the

most effective means to intensify its own role in that struggle.

This has been exemplified by the decisions of the General

Assembly at the ninth special session and by the actions taken

by the Security council in recent months to formulate specific

programmes of action designed to restore to the peoples of

these territories their fundamental right to determine freely

their own destiny.

In recent months there have been improved prospects for

a solution concerning Namibia* There is now general agreement

that the people of Namibia must be allowed to exercise their

rights of self-determination and independence freely on the

basis of one-man one-vote, and that Namibia must achieve

independence without delay as a united state. Unfortunately,

despite its expressed readiness to negotiate towards a peaceful

transfer of power in Namibia, the Government of South Africa

continues to resort to repressive measures in the territory.

Its recent armed invasion of Angola by its military forces -

an invasion launched from within the international territory
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of Namibia - has been unanimously condemned by the Security

Council.

In Southern Rhodesia, notwithstanding the proclaimed

acceptance of a basic objective of the Declaration - the

establishment of minority rule in accordance with the principle

of one-man one-vote - no agreement has yet been reached which

provides for participation by all political parties and the

liberation forces in the political and constitutional

processes leading to majority rule. Without a genuine act of

self-determination encompassing all Zimbabweans, it is evident

that there cannot be a real and lasting solution to the

situation in that country„

These dangerous conditions, if allowed to persist, will

continue to undermine the peace and stability of the region.

It is my sincere hope that arrangements will be agreed upon

without any further delay which will enable all the Namibians

and Zimbabweans to exercise their right to self-determination

and to share in the responsibility of charting the political

future of their respective countries. We in the international

community must redouble our efforts to bring about the desired

results and to prevent any further bloodshed and loss of lives.

For my part I shall continue to carry out all tasks entrusted

to me by the United Nations for the attainment of self-

determination and independence for the two territoriese
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As we observe this Week of Solidarity with the Colonial

People of Southern Africa let us solemnly resolve to implement

speedily those noble goals and pledge to uphold the basic

principles of freedom and dignity for millions of men, women

and children in Namibia and Zimbabwe.

* * * * *
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Tang Ming-chao
Under-Secretary-General for
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Special meeting in observance of the
Week of Solidarity with the Colonial
Peoples of Southern Africa Fighting
for Freedom. independence and Equal Rights

I attach herewith for the approval of the secretary-
General the draft of his message to be read by me at a
special meeting of the Special Committee of 24 on 22 May
at 1O.3O a.m., in connexion with the observance of the
Week of solidarity this year*



Draft message of the Secretary-General for the special
meeting in observance of the Week of Solidarity with
the Colonial Peoples of Southern Africa Fighting for
Freedom, independence and Equal Rights - 22 May 1978

Mr. Chairman

Distinguished representatives

By designating for annual observance a Week of

Solidarity with the Colonial Peoples of southern Africa

Fighting for Freedom, Independence and Equal Rights, the General

Assembly, in 1972, underscored the firm determination of all

Member states to ensure the attainment of the objectives of

the Charter of the United Nations and the principles embodied

in the historic Declaration on the Granting of Independence

to colonial Countries and Peoples, with respect to the remaining

colonial Territories in southern Africa* Today, as we observe

the Week of Solidarity for the sixth consecutive year, we

solemnly rededicate ourselves to the full and speedy implemen-

tation of those noble goals and pledge to uphold the basic

principles of freedom and dignity for millions of men, women

and children in Namibia and in Zimbabwe*

in identifying itself with the cause of those who have

sacrificed their lives in the struggle for freedom and equality,

the United stations has tirelessly striven to develop the most

effective ways and means to intensify its own active role

in that struggle, in particular, as exemplified by the

decisions of the General Assembly at the ninth special session
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and by the actions taken by the Security council in recent

months, the world community has endeavoured to formulate

specific programmes of action designed to bring about the

restoration to the suffering peoples of southern Africa

of their fundamental right to determine freely and without

constraint their own destiny*

Although some encouraging gains have been made in this

regard due to the continuing efforts of the world community,

we are deeply aware of how much remains to be accomplished

in order to achieve the full implementation of the relevant

decisions of the United Nations* Despite its expressed

readiness to negotiate towards a peaceful transfer of power

in Namibia, the Government of south Africa continues to resort

to repressive measures to stifle the legitimate aspirations

of Namibians. Moreover, it has recently launched an armed

aggression against Angola by its military forces deployed

within the international Territory - an act which was

unanimously condemned by the Security Council* In Southern

Rhodesia, notwithstanding the proclaimed acceptance of a basic

objective of the Declaration - the establishment of majority

rule in accordance with the principle of one-man one-vote -

no agreement has yet been reached which provides for participa-

tion by all political parties aid the liberation forces in

the political and constitutional processes leading to majority
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rule* without a genuine act of self-determination encompassing

all Zimbabweans, it is evident that there cannot be a real and

acceptable solution to the situation in southern Rhodesia.

These precarious conditions, if allowed to persist,
Ĥ/l̂ ' ̂ vJ-vv-i f} {.<>.£ vA -'• .

will continue to threaten seriously the peace and security

of the region. It is my sincere hope that arrangements will

be agreed upon without any further delay which will enable all

the Namibians and Zimbabweans to exercise their right to self-

determination and to share in the responsibility of charting

the political future of their respective countries. We in

the international community must redouble our efforts to bring

about the desired results and to prevent any further bloodshed

and loss of lives* For my part, as I have stated on previous
/•VvW

occasions, I shall continue .to endeavour, ,within the framework
Affl^L-t

of my responsibilities, to assist in any and all processes

towards the full and speedy implementation of the relevant

decisions of the United Nations with regard to the two

Territories* X should like to appeal to all Governments,

organizations and individuals to assist in the collective

efforts of the United Nations in this regard.



MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON THE OCCASION OF THE

NANSEN MEDAL AWARD CEREMONY, GENEVA, 22 MAY 1978

It is entirely appropriate that the Nansen Medal for 1978

is being conferred on His Excellency Sir Seretse-Khama, President

of the Republic of Botswana. I should like to congratulate the

Committee on its choice and join in paying tribute to President

Khama today.

In recent years, the international community has been

increasingly concerned with the complex situation in southern

Africa. The denial of basic human rights has resulted in thousands

of refugees, many of them students, being obliged to leave their

homes in South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe, in search of dignity

and fulfillment, in neighbouring countries and even beyond.

Botswana, a young nation itself, and striving to meet the

needs of its own people, has, nevertheless, provided generously

humanitarian assistance to the ceaseless flow of refugees entering

its territory. It has given them a prospect of hope and of

opportunity.

This courageous and compassionate response of the Government

and people of Botswana is greatly admired by the international

community. We owe an immense debt of gratitude and respect to

President Khama personally for the humane leadership and inspiration

that he has given in our joint efforts to provide succour and

assistance. In honouring him today, we indeed honour the memory

of that great humanitarian, Fridtjof Nansen, the first League of

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.
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FOR ACTION

FOR APPROVAL

FOR SIGNATURE

FOR COMMENTS

MAY WE DISCUSS?

YOUR ATTENTION

AS DISCUSSED

AS REQUESTED

NOTE AND RETURN

FOR INFORMATION

lExtension — Poste 'DqiP-̂ '̂

Avs 21.4.78

POUR SUITE A DONNER

POUR APPROBATION

POUR SIGNATURE

POUR OBSERVATIONS

POURRIONS-NOUS EN PARLER ?

VOTRE ATTENTION

COMME CONVENU

SUITE A VOTRE DEMANDS

NOTER ET RETOURNER

POUR INFORMATION

I have discussed the original
draft with Dayal and we have
agreed to certain modifications
which are reflected in the
revised draft.
Mr. Dayal is leaving for Geneva
tomorrow and if possible would
like to take the approved
message with him.

COM.6 (2-78)



ROUTING SLIP FtCHE DE TRANSMISSION

TO:'
A.- Mr. A. A. Farah

FROM:
Rafeeuddin Ahmed

Room No. — No de bureau

FOR ACTION

FOR APPROVAL

FOR SIGNATURE

FOR COMMENTS

MAY WE DISCUSS?

YOUR ATTENTION

AS DISCUSSED

AS REQUESTED

NOTE AND RETURN

FOR INFORMATION

Extension — Poste Do-re~~ ' w

20/iv/78

POUR SUITE A DONNER

POUR APPROBATION

POUR SIGNATURE

POUR OBSERVATIONS

POURRIONS-NOUS EN PARLER ?

VOTRE ATTENTION

COMME CONVENU

SUITE A VOTRE DEMANDS

NOTER ET RETOURNER

POUR INFORMATION

I would be grateful for any

comments you might have.

COM.6 (2-78)



UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER
1 FOR REFUGEES

REGIONAL OFFICE AT UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS

HAUT COMMISSARIAT DES NATIONS UNIES
POUR LES REFUGIES

DELEGATION AU SIEGE DES NATIONS UNIES

NEW YORK

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
C O N F I D E N T I A L 18 April 19?8

Mr. R. Ahmed, Executive Assistant to the Secretary-General

V. Dayal, UNHCR Regional Representative at UN Hqs.

Nansen Medal Award Ceremony

1. As In past years, we should "be most grateful if a special
message from the Secretary-General could be transmitted to the
recipient of the Wansen Medal Award on the day of the ceremony.

2. This year, the award is being made to Sir Seretse Khama,
President of the Republic of Botswana. The decision of the Committee,
and President Khama's decision to accept the award, are still confi-
dential. IB consultation with President Khama, however, the High
Commissioner has fixed 22 May 1978 for the ceremony, which will be
held in Geneva.

3. I am enclosing a draft message for consideration. Also enclosed,
by way of background information, is the draft of the Certificate that
will be handed to Sir Seretse, together with the medal, at the time
of the ceremony.
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FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE ISSUED TODAY IN GENEVA

NANSEN MEDAL TO BE AWAJSfiEJLia-SIR .SERJEISyEJfliAMA. K..8*E.

SIR SERETSE KHAMA, PRESIDENT OF BOTSWANA, IS TO RECEIVE THE
' "' •' • "I"*" •' 11 • I d U.JCI.Vl.-.utltt-.M, ISi.- r-v,, I., „,

NANSEN MEDAL FOR OUTSTANDING SERVIC£S_TQ _TH£ CAUSE OF RE-

FUGEES* IT WAS ANNOUNCED TODAY BY MR. POLL HARTLING, UNITED

NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES, IN HIS CAPACITY AS

CHAIRMAN OF THE NANSEN COMMITTEE*

SIR SETSE WILL COME TO GENEVA TO RECEIVE THE MEDAL AT A

CEREMONY TO TAKE PLACE ON 22 AT 11.30 A.M. AT THE PALAIS DES

NATIONS. IT IS THE FIR ST_ TJ M E TH AT _A_ .ffl. I EF OF STATE, _H_AV ING

BEEN AWARDED THE MEDAL, COMES PERSONALLY TO GENEVA TO RE-

CEIVE ST. SIR SERETSE WJLL BE ACCOMPANIED BY LADY KHAMA.

THE NANSEN MEDAL SS NAMED AFTER THE FAMOUS NORWEGIAN EX-

PLORER, DRB FRIDTJOF NANSEN, PIONEER OF INTERNATIONAL HUMA-

NITARIAN AID WHO BECAME THE FIRST LEAGUE OF MAT I QMS HIGH COM-

MISSIONER FOR REFUGEES EVER B&.F A CENTURY AGO, THE AWARD

WAS INSTITUTED BY THE FIRST UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER

FOR REFUGEES, IN ORDER TO PERPETUATE THE SPIRIT OF FRtDTJOF

NAMSEN AND GIVE CREDIT TO EXCEPTIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS FOR THE

BENEFIT OF REFUGEES,



THE MEDAL ISTAWARDED, USUALLY, OiMCE A YEAR BY A COMMITTEE
COMPRISING THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES, A REPRESENTATIVE
DESIGNATED BY THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT, A REPRESENTATIVE DE-
SIGNATED BY THE SWISS GOVERNMENT, THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF
THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE AND THE CHAIRMAN OF THE REFUGEE COMMIT-
TEE OF THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF VOLUNTARY AGENCIES.

AS WAS SAID BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONERS QUOTE THE AWARD TO
SIR SERETSE KHAMA IS INTENDED AS A WELL-DESERVED TRIBUTE TO
THE PRESIDENT OF BOTSWANA AND TO THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE
OF THIS VALIANT NATION,, MORE GENERALLY, THE NANSEN COMMITTEE
WAS ALSO MINDFUL OF THE GENEROUS WELCOME GIVEN TO REFUGEES
IN AFRICA UNQUOTE.

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF SOUTHERN AFRICA, BOTSWANA BORDERS
DIRECTLY ON THE MAIN COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN OF REFUGEES IN THIS
REGION - SOUTH AFRICA, NAMIBIA AND ZIMBABWE (SOUTHERN RHO-
DESIA) - AND ON TWO COUNTRIES THAT FACE DRAMATIC REFUGEE PRO-
BLEMS - ZAMBIA AND ANGOLA*

SINCE IT ACQUIRED INDEPENDENCE IN 1966 THE COUNTRY HAS BEEN
FACED WITH INCREASING INFLUXES OF REFUGEES. IN THE PAST TWO
YEARS, ESPECIALLY AFTER THE EVENTS AT SOWETO AMD DEVELOPMENTS
\H ZIMBABWE,'THE NUMBER OF VICTIMS OF APARTHEID AND OTHER FORMS
OF PERSECUTION WHO ENTERED BOTSWANA HAVE INCREASED TO A TOTAL
OF OVER 25,000* THE GREAT MAJORITY WERE ABLE TO PROCEED TO
OTHER COUNTRIES, HOWEVER, THE ORGANIZATION OF TRANSIT FACI-
LITIES AND THE PROVISION OF EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS REMAINING
IN BOTSWANA HAS PLACED GREAT STRAIN OH THE ECONOMIC RESOURCES
OF THIS SPARSELY POPULATED COUNTRY (SOME 700,000 INHABITANTS).

IN ADDITION TO THIS HOST SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE
WORK FOR REFUGEES IN AFRICA, BOTSWANA ADMITTED A FEW YEARS
AGO A GROUP OF 2yOOO REFUGEES WHO WERE ALLOWED TO SETTLE IN
THE COUNTRY AND MOST OF WHOM WERE SUBSEQUENTLY GRANTED BOTS-
WANAN NATIONALITY. IN DOING SO THE GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA FULLY
IMPLEMENTED THE .1951 CONVENTION AMD 1967 PROTOCOL RELATING
TO THE STATUS OF REFUGEES, TO WHICH IT HAD ACCEDED BARELY
THREE YEARS AFTER THE COUNTRY HAD BECOME INDEPENDENT.
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THE AWARD TO SIR SERETSE KHAMA UNDERLINES QUOTE THE GENE-

ROSITY AND SPIRIT OF INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY THAT CHARAC-

TERISES THE ATTITUDE OF THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF THIS YOUNG

NATION UNQUOTE, MR. POUL HARTL1SG SAID IN MAKING THE ANNOUN-

CEMENT. QUOTE BOTSWANA, IN SPITE OF ITS SCARCE RESOURCES AND

THE FACT THAT IT IS HARD-PRESSED FROM ALL SIDES, 5S TAKING MORE

THAN ITS SHARE IN THE HUMANITARIAN TASK OF THE UNITED NATIONS,

ACTING AS ST DOES UNDER THE INSPIRING GUIDANCE OF ITS PRESIDENT

AND IN KEEPING WITH THE SPIRIT OF FRIDTJOF NANSEN UNQUOTE

COL CKD
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MESSAGE BY SECKM̂ Y_-JSBm CQRFORATIQMS

l6 May, Vienna

Following is the text of a message by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
to the Commission on Transnational.Corporations which began its fourth session
yesterday, l6 May.

It is a great pleasure for me to extend my best wishes to the participants
in the fourth session of the Commission on Transnational Corporations. I would
also like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the United Nations, to
express my sincere gratitude to the Government of Austria, which is so
generously hosting this session.

The Commission was established to assist the Economic and Social Council
in promoting the contribution of transnational corporations to national
development goals and world economic growth, and to control and eliminate
their negative effects. The progress made in the last three years has clearly
demonstrated the importance of your work in our endeavours to establish a new
international economic order. It is readily apparent that -transnational
corporations can do much to help bridge the economic gap which separates
developed and developing countries. But it is also evident that this objective
could be served more effectively if the transnational corporations were to
associate themselves closely with the aspirations of developing countries.

In my message to you two years ago, I remarked that the challenge the
Commission faced was to develop appropriate structures to channel the massive
technological, manpower, financial and other resources of transnational
corporations for the benefit of all mankind. You were at that time able to
agree by consensus on a very far-reaching programme of work and action. This,
in. itself, was an achievement which reflected the goodwill and determination
with which you have approached your difficult and often controversial task.
The association of expert advisors with business, trade union and academic
backgrounds in the work of this Commission has addc-d a valuable dimension
to your deliberations.

(more)
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I wish to commend you for the broad and systematic approach -which you have
adopted to evolve universally acceptable solutions. You have, in the first
place, worked towards the development of international norms and arrangements
on matters related to transnational corporations. Good progress has been made
towards the formulation of a code of conduct and a significant number of common
elements have been identified. I am confident that 'the spirit of constructive
co-operation which has marked your efforts so far will make it possible to
devise an effective code in the near future. The Intergovernmental Working
Group on the Problem of Corrupt Practices has also moved forward to the point
where a conference of plenipotentiaries is now envisaged to complete this task.

I attach particular importance to the concrete measures aimed at providing
practical support to Governments, in particular those of developing countries,
in strengthening their capacity to deal with transnational corporations. The
programme of technical co-operation is now well under way, and it is clear that
the scope of this programme, which you approved in Lima, corresponds to a need
which is genuinely felt by Governments. Similarly, the information system
currently under .development should provide Governments with important support
in their efforts to evolve appropriate policies and regulations, and broaden
their choice of alternatives, and thereby strengthen their negotiating
capability.

Finally, you have called for conceptual work to further the understanding
of the nature and effect of transnational corporations on international
relations and development. A number of major studies on the activities of
transnational corporations in key sectors and on their impact on several
critical development issues are in progress. You have before you a comprehensive
overview of the impact of transnational corporations on world development. It
is my hope that the analysis of the evolution of Government and corporation
policies provided by this report can lead to a better understanding of how
transnational corporations can more effectively contribute to the development
of developing countries.

The pioneering task which you launched only two years ago is now well
under way. This Commission has been offered a unique opportunity to achieve
goals which the international community has sought since the formulation of
the Havana Charter in 19̂ 8. I have every confidence that you will be successful
in your important deliberations.



RESPONSE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL IN ACCEPTING THE FIRST \

INTERNATIONAL FATHER OF THE YEAR AWARD - 16 MAY 1978

I am honoured that you have chosen me to receive this first

International Father of the Year Award.

For the%most part almost everyone who comes to this Office

brings me another report about a crisis or problem in some part

of the world. So I aia grateful that for a change someone has

brought me something nice.

I know you will not mind if I share this award with my wife

and with my three children. They have been an indispensable

part of everything I have done all theee years.

I think it is very important that children see in their parents

the larger society of our world. Our job is to make it ..-.--••

a better and less dangerous jsfcace for them, and that is what we

are trying to do here afc the UN for our children and our grandchildren

(I have already two of them) and all children everywhere.

Thank you again for having selected me to receive the first

international Father of the Year Award. I accept with great pride

and satisfaction.

* * *
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Message from the Secretary-General of the United Nations
to the thirty-first session of the Council of FICSA to
be read by Mr. Luigi Cottafavi, Director-General of the
United Nations Office at Geneva

I am pleased to have the opportunity to extend my greetings

to you as you begin this thirty-first regular session of the

Council of the Federation of International Civil Servants1

Associations.

Through the years, FICSA has played a most valuable and

important role in the evolution of the international civil

service. It has enabled the administrative branches of the

United Nations system to obtain a representative overview of

the staff s views on the major issues of concern, and this

contribution has undoubtedly had a very significant influence on

the whole decision-making process. Many of the important

initiatives which have been taken by the staff associations and

unions and by FICSA on a number of issues are now an integral

part of the approved conditions of service. The Federation can

justly be proud of this achievement.

I attach great importance to the work that you will under-

take during this week. FICSA is in a unique position to harness

the vast reservoir of talent available within the organizations.
i

Moreover, it is a basic principle of our system,and one which is

in our common interest, that decisions on matters affecting the

I I PAf̂ f
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staff be made only after full consultation with the staff

representatives. I am confident that your deliberations will

again make an important contribution to our joint efforts to

promote enlightened and mutually beneficial staff-management

relations.

At the same time, I am also well aware that full agreement

on all issues is not always possible and that, on occasion,

serious differences of opinion are bound to emerge. I am

convinced, however, that our common bond - our service to the

ideals and the goals of the United Nations - requires us to

tackle such problems in a spirit of mutual understanding. As

representativesof staff or management, we have certain respons-

ibilities and we adopt different roles. At the same time, however,

we must take into account the broader interests and requirements

of the Member States who bear the financial responbisility for

our organizations and whose collective will we serve.

The Federation has played a commendable part in focusing

attention on the specific problems related to staff serving in

the field. During the past few years, I have had occasion to

visit UN offices all over the world and have been deeply impressed

by the dedication and devotion of the staff serving as experts
r

engaged in technical co-operation projects, as regular staff or as

Field Service Officers serving under difficult and often

dangerous conditions in peace-keeping missions. I am happy that

your work will contribute to the ICSC study of their conditions.
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Having requested the International Civil Service Commission

to review the conditions of staff in the field, it is now imperative

for both the representatives of the staff and of the administrations

to arrive at a solution which will serve the best interests of

both the organizations and the staff concerned. A balanced

perspective, which avoids generalizations and over-dramatizations,

will be necessary if a system flexible enough to cope adequately

and fairly with specific problems is to result. I am aware that,

given the basic characteristics of our present system, this is a

most complex and difficult task, not amenable to simple solutions.

I look forward with special interest to the outcome of your

deliberations in this respect.

In closing, may I once again express my cordial greeting

to all of you and my sincere wishes for a successful Council

session.
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STATEMENT BY SECRETAEY-GENERAL TO SECURITY COUNCIL

AFTER DECISION TO INCREASE UNIFIL STRENGTH

Following is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
to the Security Council., following the Council's decision to increase the
strength of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UKIFIL):

Mr. President,

I wish to express my appreciation to the Council for the positive
decision which it has just taken on my proposal to increase the strength of
the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). I have explained in
my letter of 1 May (document S/12675) the reasons why I felt obliged to
put this proposal to the Security Council. My proposal is based on the
strong recommendation both of the Force Commander, Major-General Emmanuel
Erskine, and of the Chief Co-ordinator of the United Nations Peace-keeping
Missions in the Middle East, General Ensio Siilasvuo..

The Security Council has given the Force in Lebanon an extremely
difficult and responsible task to perform. I am glad, therefore, that the
Security Council has agreed to provide the necessary strength to carry out
that task in the complex circumstances and very difficult terrain in which
the Force has to operate.

Members of the Council are aware of the tragic incidents which took
place yesterday in the Tyre area. In those incidents, two members of the
French Contingent and one member of the Senegalese Contingent were killed
and 10 members of the French Contingent wounded, including the Commanding
Officer, Colonel Salvan. In addition, a Palestine Liberation Organization
escort officer, who was with the Commander of the French Contingent during
his efforts to pacify the situation, was also killed.

(more)
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Upon learning of developments in the Tyre area, I contacted Chairman
Arafat, who assured me of his co-operation in attempting to resolve the
situation and to prevent any recurrence of the tragic developments of
yesterday. I shall be reporting to the Council separately on these and
other developments relating to UWIFIL»

Mr* President ;:!viGh to pay homage to the ga] lant officers and. men of.UNTFIL and
to express my deep condolences to the families of the dead and to the
Governments of France and Senegal,

As members of the Council are aware, the Israeli forces completed another
phase of their withdrawal on 50 April, which removes Israeli forces from
65 per cent of the area originally occupied. I am pursuing my efforts to
secure a time-table and plan for the total withdrawal of Israeli forces called
for in resolution ^25 and will keep the Council informed.

Mr. President, before concluding, I wish to express my sincere
appreciation to you personally and to the members of the Council for the
prompt and constructive action which the Council has taken in this important
matter. I shall act without delay upon the decision, which the Council has
Just taken with a view to bringing in the three additional contingents from
Fiji, Iran and Ireland at the earliest possible time.

I hope that I can count on the full support of the members of the Council
in carrying out the difficult tasks which the Council has assigned to UHIFIL.


