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August 6, 1978

Dear Sir:
It is IT¥ great pleasure and privilege to inform you that this
rrorning, we observed the 33rd Anniversary of the Atomic Bomb Dropping on Hiroshima.. In the Peace Park, before the M2rrorial Cenotaph,
where the souls of rrore than 200,000 A-bomb fallen victims are
dedicated, I, together with many attendants both dorrestic and from
abroad, solemnly held the Peace M2rrorial Service, and at its clircax,
I was given the honor to read to the entire world the Peace Declaration.
I feel highly honored to send you a copy of this Peace Declaration as enclosed herein.
I take this opporttmi ty to express deep respect to you, and
also to all those who are eager in pursuit of the creation of everlasting peace for mankind, for every effort put forth thus far, and
to hope rrost profoundly for your further dedication to the cause of
peace iFf- years to cone.
We would appreciate very much if you could kindly understand
this spirit of Hiroshima seeking peace, and pass the gist of this
Peace Declaration on to as many people around the world as possible.
Ma.y we pray for your future prosperity and success.
Your very truly,

✓
-~
Takeshi Araki
Ma.yor
City of Hiroshima
Japan

IDqr C!Hty nf 11Hrnsqimtt
PEACE DECLARATION
August 6, 1978

In this world, there is nothing more precious than peace.
'Based on our tragic atomic bomb experience, we the citizens of Hiroshima, have for more than
three decades called for the total abolition of nuclear weapons and the renunciation of war and have
consistently been in pursuit of true peace.
This dearefl wish of Hiroshima inspired at long lafl an international conscience to set up the
Special Session of the United c!JVations General c./lssembly devoted to 'Disarmament, held in cJl,lay
this year for the first time in its hiflory with 149 cJl,lember c!JVations in attendance.
<J(epresenting the citizens of the two cities, the cJl,layor of Hiroshima, together with the
cJl,layor of c!JVagasaki, attended the Special Session on 'Disarmament and also made feasible the
epoch-making "Hiroshima-c!JVagasaki Photographic Exhibit" at the United c!JVations Headquarters.
The photo exhibit vividly reproduced the bare f aEls of the atomic bomb disaflers, rendering great
impaEl upon the visitors to the United c!JVations, and needless to say, upon the representatives of
the Permanent cJl,lission of the United c!JVations.
In order to achieve the ultimate objeElive of general and complete disarmament, the nations
present at this Special Session on 'Disarmament have resolved to establish a new disarmament
flruElure composed of all cJl,lember States. 7 his is indeed of great significance.
However, the c!JVuclear Powers, with the United States and the Soviet Union in the foref rant
are still conduEling nuclear testing, deeply engaged in the development of formidable new types of
weapons. cJl,lankind today is conjranted with an unprecedented threat of self-extinction arising f ram
the massive accumulation and competitive disposition of the mofl destruElive weapons.
True peace can never be built on the accumulation of weaponry.
The current_ of international politics, still lingering in perplexity and embedded in mutual
-=-distrust between nations, must be changed by the convergence of sound world public opinion surpassing
all ideologies . .
c./ls a forerunner in peace within the international community, it is now high time that Japan,
as the only nation to suffer the atomic bomb cataflrophe, should bend her utmofl energies in an
effort to urge world public opinion, and to aim at the attainment of world-wide consensus for the
abolition of nuclear weapons and the renunciation of war.
The people of the world ought to combine their wisdom towards the eflablishment of a new
international order based on the spirit of human coexiflence and solidarity, transcending the lines
of national boundaries and differences of race. This is the only way to build genuine peace-this is the invariable wish of Hiroshima.
Today, on this 33rd c./lnniversary of the c.Atomic 'Bombing when we hold the memorial service
for the repose of the souls of the c.A-bomb viElims, I, in the name of all citizens, flrongly make
this declaration to the whole world.
--<J(ead by cJl,layor Takeshi c./lraki
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OFFICE

OF

THE

MAYOR

CITY OF NAGASAKI
Japan

June 28, 1978
Dr. Albert Rohan
Director
Executive Office of Secretary General
United Nations
New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Dr. Rohan,
Please accept my sincere appreciation for your warm
reception and hospitality extended to me while I visited your
office on June 2nd with Mayor Araki.
Thanks to your kind help and support, the Hiroshima/
Nagasaki Exhibition was very successful, telling many people
the story of devastating nuclear disaster. I believe we were
able to arouse world-widely the consciousness of the necessity
of the abolishment of nuclear weapons and the general disanna.rnent.
Now I am determined to do 100re efforts for the realization
of lasting peace in the world and it is our sincere hope that
you will share this prayer for peace and give us further
guidance and assistance.
Thanking you again for your kindness and with best wishes
for your health and success in the future.
Sincerely yours,

/A. /4,crn;~
'loshitake :Morotani
Mayor of Nagasaki

City

Flower

Hydrangea

OFFICE

OF

THE

MAYOR

CITY OF
Japan

June 19, 1978
His Excellency Dr. Kurt Waldheim
Secretary General of the United Nations
New York, N. Y. 10017
Your Excellency,
I was very honoured to be blessed with the opportunity of
meeting Your Excellency again during my recent visit to the
United Nations.
The exhibition of the atomic bombing photographs in United
Nations Headquarters and the attendance at the Conference on
disarmament, which we requested two years ago, were realized on
the occasion of our second visit to the United Nations. I wish
to express here again my sincere appreciation for your kind help
and consideration.
Thanks to your help and assistance, I was able to attend
the UN Special Session on Disarmament as observer together with
Mayor Araki of Hiroshima, representing the two atom-bombed
cities. We also could hold the photographic exhibition in the
lobby of the United Nations Headquarters.
I believe that we were able to appeal to many people in the
world for the abolition of nuclear weapons and general disarmament by meeting wi.th the representatives of many countries and
showing the photographs of devastating nuclear disaster. With
this appeal and activities, I am sure, we could arouse
consciuosness of nuclear problems.
I am now determined to do more efforts in the cause of lasting peace of the world and I wish to ask for you kind help and
understanding.
Expressing again my heartfelt gratitude for your kindness
and may I wish you good health and success in your work •

.

Very respectfully yours,

Mayor of Nagasaki

City

F lower

AR/JEB
File: Japan

3 ""ly 1978

Dear

Mr.

Sesaki,

t.1'hank you vexy much for your lett: .r

27 .nme 1978
and tbe enclosed photographs of Mayor Meld. and J\JJiba.asador
Weidinger, which are a ~come reminder of my own recent
visit to Hi~oshima.
Ple e . conv ry my gratitude to
Mr. Ogura fer sending me these phot.ographs.
~

With 1d.nd l'egUds,
Ycnu's

incerely,

Albert aoh8I\
l'.>.1.r:ect.or

Mr. Rat.sum! Sezald.

counsellor
Pea:manent M1 s1on of Jap~ to
the United N Uona
866 united Nations Plaza
New-Yo.r k

PERMANENT MI SSION O F JAPAN
T O THE UN I TE D NAT IONS
NEW YORK

27 June 1978

Dear Mr . Rohan ,
Attached please find two photo graphs .
Mr . Ogura of Hiroshima asked me to forward these pictures
to you .

I understand they are the pictures taken when the

Mayor of Hiroshima was received by the Austrian Ambassador
in Japan.

Sincerely yours

U/111

K. Sezaki
Counsellor

Mr. Albert Rohan
Deputy Executive Assistant to
the Secretary-General
United Nations - Room 3802A
New York, N.Y. 10017
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Deu Mayor Araki,
l wi h to thank YoU for your ld.nd letter which
-wa r eeived ye terday, and for th enclosed photograph
which will serve as a oat welcome reminder of your
recent visit to tbe United
tion. The SeeretaryGeneral ha also asked me to acknowledge the receipt
of your lett rt~ him and to end you his v ry b st
wish s.
It. is ind ed gr tifying th t the Photogr phic
Exhibit here at He dquarters was such a succ:es, nd I
sur that all those ho aw th exhibit were deeply
impr ssed by thi
oving presentation.
With regard to the propoa 1 of th J pan se
Government that the th of August be declared ttoiaarm ment Dy", I
sure you ar
re th t discus ions in
th Gener l
sembly concerning thi
atter are still
in progress, and that ther h
b en
. e re istanoe
on th part of certain Member State in thi connexion.
I can as w:e you th t w ar do.ing our
st to bring
this matter to
.s atisfactory conc:lu ion.

May I add that 1 was very glad to hav the opportunity to eet with you again here in New York and to
hav this chanc: for such an inter •ting exchange of
views.
With kind regards,
Yours

incerely,

Albert Rohan

Hie Honour
Mr. Takeshi Araki
Ma.vor

Director

ID4t O!ity nf Jlirnn4imtt
HIROSHIMA, JAPAN 730

lllukulfi 1\ruki
auynr

The Honorable Dr. Albert Rohan
Director
Executive Office of Secretary-General
New York, N.Y. 10017
U. S. A.

Dear Sir:

With great pleasure and honor, I would like to infonn you
that I returned to Hiroshirca on the 10th of this rronth.
First of all, I would like to express ny deepest gratitude
to you for your wann hospitality rendered to rre when I was honored
to see you, and for your specially kind support in CCX)peration of
holding the Photographic Exhibit at the United Nations Headquarters.
As the Mayor of Hiroshima, I feel rrore than pleased that our
long-standing wish has been realized at last. Apart from the Exhibit, what I rrost deeply valued this tirre is that Japan propoed
August 6 as "Disarrnarrent Day." We in Hiroshima will continue to
look to you to give your further support and pronotion for the
· designation of the day of atomic bombing of Hiroshima as "Disarrnarrent
Day" proposed by our Foreign Minister Sonoda in his speech to the
U.N. session late last rronth.

Thanking you very much once again, and looking forward to
your continuous wann attention to Hiroshima, I remain
Yours very truly,

7.~
Takeshi Araki
Mayor
Hiroshirca City

.
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ID4t Qtity nf llirnnqimu
HIROSHIMA, JAPAN 730

lllakts~i J>.raki
fflaynr

His Excellency Dr. Kurt Waldheim
Secretary-General
United Nations
New York, N. Y. 10017
U. S. A.

Dear Sir:
With great pleasure and honor, I would like to infonn Your
Excellency that I returned to Hiroshima on the 10th of this rronth.
First of all, I w:Juld like to express my deepest gratitude
to you for your wann hospitality rendered tone when I was honored
to see you, and for your specially kind support in cooperation of
holding the Photographic Exhibit at the United Nations Headquarters.
As the Ma.yor of Hiroshima, I feel rrore than pleased that our
long-standing wish has been realized at last. Apart from the Exhibit, what I rrost deeply valued this tine is that Japan proposed
August 6 as "Disarmarrent Day." We in Hiroshima. will continue to
look to Your Excellency to give your further support and prorrotion
for the designation of the day of atomic oorrbing of Hiroshirra as
"Disarmarrent Day" proposed by our Foreign Minister Sonoda in his
speech to the U.N. session late last rronth.

Thanking you very much once again, and looking forward to
your continuous wann attention to Hiroshima, I rerrain
Yours very truly,
...

:Takeshi
7Araki
.~
Mayor
Hiroshirra City
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Dear:

i.

wi h t.o tell you how pl aee4 I
a t.o
s
y
in when you were at. the u ited
tiona laat week., and 1:hat I very m
apreoiated th -.mto which you s nt t:o e.
I
indeed gr tef 1 for this kind and
tho
tful 9eature.
I

May I tak

tbia opportunity to convey~
you and to the _.,.,, •.v of Hiroeh
r i
ion for your support of th
oala of th
United
tiona, nd
best wi bes for th
aitu.re.
With kind regard,
Yours

t
Mr. 'rakeabi Araki
yor
~h City of Birosh
M

sincerely,

ldhe

r
I

cc. Mr. Akatani
Mr. Bjllrnerstedt
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HIROSHIMA PREFECTURAL GOVERNMENT
O F FI C E OF TH E GOVER NOR

HIROSHIMA,

JAPAN

Hiroshima: May 19, 1978

His Excellency Kurt Waldheim
Secretary General
The United Nations

Your Excellency,
It is certainly a significant event in view of the
world peace and the coexistance and coprosperity of mankind
that the Special Session of the United Nations' General
Assembly Devoted to Disarmament is t o be convened based
upon the spirit of the United Nations' Charter which
advocates "to save succeeding generations from the scourge
of war."
I beg to avail myself of this opportunity to submit
my highest estee m to Your Excellency for Your Excellency's
utmost efforts in materializing the Special Session. And
it is our great honor to send to Your Excellency a message
of the people of Hiroshima who experienced the horrors of
atomic bomb for the first time in the history of mankind.
Despite the fact that the atomic bomb dropped in
Hiroshima thirty -three years ago was the one developed
during its early stage, it took a heavy toll of life said
to be more than 140,000 and furthermore it created many
victims due to its radioactive contamination and thus even
at present there are almost 180,000 victims still suffering from its after effects.

r

L

..,

The United Nations, recognizing that the indiscriminate
mass destructive weapon is a question of affecting humanity,
took up the subject and General Assembly's resolutions were
adopted to ban the experiment and use of such weapons.
However, the exploitations of nuclear weapons have been
accelerated and the tests of weapons have been repeatedly
carried out.
These actual circumstances are certainly lamentable
facts for the mankind.
If such nuclear weapons should be
used in any international struggles, it would cause the
ruin of mankind and would make the earth as a planet of
death.
It can be said that these menace should remain
as far as nuclear weapons exist.
We the people of Hiroshima experienced such menace of
atomic bomb have been appealing the world to realize the
complete ban of nuclear weapons.
In view of the said conditions, the people of Hiroshima
have a particular interest in the forthcoming Special
Session and are hoping sincerely that it will obtain
excellent results.
We would like to take this opportunity to ask Your
Excellency for Your Excellency's utmost endeavor to reflect
our sincere desire for peace in the Session and to bring
about the complete ban of nuclear weapons.
I have asked Messrs. Toshiyuki Ikada and Satoru
Kitagawa, both are the staff members of the Hiroshima
Prefectural Government and currently participating in the
"National Delegation to Calling for the Complete Ban of
Nuclear Weapons to the UN." to hand carry this message
to Your Excellency.
Please accept, Your Excellency, our most respectful
regards, I am
Respectfully yours,

Hiroshi Miyazawa
Governor of Hiroshima
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· '-- A S~mber dele~a~ o-~ ~~~-se national UG0s
will come to New York next week and bring- a ·sp·e Eia-iappea--r-·
·gned by some 20 million individuals, weighing more than
tons, for presentation to the Secretary-General.
It is intended that i1r. BjBrnerstedt will receive
the appeal on your behalf in a brief ceremony on the
platform outside the entrance to the Public Lobby of the
General Assembly building on 30 May.
Mr. Akatani asks for your approval for this
arrangement.
A.Rohan - 22 May 1978
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

MEMORANDUM INTERIEUR

The Secretary-General

TO:

DATE ,

22 May 1978

A:
REFERENCE: _ _ _ _ _ __
THROUGH :
5/C DE :

Mr. Rafeeuddin Ahmed
Executive Assistant
to the Secretary-General
Genichi Akatani C '>. ~
Under-Secretary-E?e"neral
for Public Information
Participation of Japanese National NGO Delegation to the-"'"'
GA Special Session devoted to Disarmament

Z.._:_

FROM:
DE:

SUBJECT:
OBJET:

1.
I wish to inform you that a 500-member Japanese
National NGO Dele ation is arriving this week to
ate
he GA Special Session evo e
o
t. The
n
er o
apanese participants is unprecedented and
reflects their strong interest in the objectives of the
Disarmament Assembly. The group is representing 414
national and prefectural organizations with a total of
20 million members throughout Japan. Thirty-two prominent
personaliti es having vital interest in the subject of
disarmament are also participating in the delegation.
2.
In this connexion, it is my understanding t h a t ~
delegation is bringing, for resentation to the ecreta
Gene~al, a special a~peal signe
y some 20 million
individuals. The ma erial, packed in 400 cartons, is
said to weith more t h an 12 tons and t wo heavy trucks will
be used toransport it to the Secretariat from JFK where
it will arrive on 23 May 1978.
3.
Arrangements are now being made with the Centre for
Disarmament to receive the material on the afternoon of
jo May in a brief ceremony at the platform just outside
tne entrance to the public lobby oI the General Assembly
building. I understand that Mr. B1ornerstedt is prepared
to receive the aP eal on our beh f. The material will
ten e trans erred to the Archives.
4.
I realize that the quantity of the material involved
in this case is rather extraordinary but the appeal is "
inherently related to the purposes of the Special Session
devoted to Disarmament. In-terms of publicity, the
presentation of such great quantities of the signed appeals
to the Sec retary-General wi ll have ver y significant visual
impact to the public, especially to the Japanese public.

\

J

- 2 -

I am informed that a large press corps is accompanying
the delegation to cover this and other events at the
United Nations. I believe, therefore, that the
Secretariat should handle this presentation in a
dignified and effective manner.

s.

If you approve of the above arrangement, I shall
implement your decision in consultation with the
Centre for Disarmament and other departments in the
Secretariat.

\
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SIGNATURES .FOil COl\IPLETE NUCLEAR
DISAill\IAi\IENT
. to be presented to the United Nations
So that there will be no more Hibakusha;
In order to .build a peaceful world without nuclear weapons;
We request the follmvi~g of the United Nations:

*to make known to the people of the world the horrors
of the Hiroshima-Nagasaki atomic bombing and the suffering
of the Hibakusha.
*to outlaw the use of nuclear weapons as a crime against
humanity.
•
*to hold a world disarmament c~erence, and as soon as
possible to make treaties completely prohibiting the
use, testing, manufacture, stockpiling, proliferation
and deployment of nuclear weapons .
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12 May 1978
F G/-IL

b/f~

~fr

NOTE FOR THE F ILE

<1

I

.
Exhibition of photographs from Hiroshima and Nagasaki
to be held in the public lobby of the General Assembly
building

-.

-1

"
On instructions from the Secretary-General, I called
Mr. Jim Leonard of the United States Mission and asked him
whether the us Government had any objections to the holding .
of this exhibition during the forthcomingSpecial...$ession on
_)isarrnament.
Mr. Leonard replied that there were no
objections from the us side.

µ:; rkc,;;_c,/NOTE FOR THE RECORD

Subject:

/!fL~ /~!})_.
I

Photographic exhibition under
sponsorship of the united Nations
Staff Recreation council Japanese
Book Club in a sociation with the
camera Club

I spoke to Mr. Sezaki at 12 noon today and informed
him of Mr. Ahmed's position that the invitation should be
in the name of the Japanese Book Club if the Mission is
not able to sponsor the reception. The invitation could
read that the invitation is in the name of the Japanese
Book Club with the presence of the Mayors of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki of Japan and the Permanent Representative of
Japan to the united Nations.
Mr. Sezaki said that he had already reported the
matter to the Foreign Ministry of Japan and would get
back to mew th further advice.

Clayton C. Timbrell
Assistant Secretary-General
for General services

10 May 1978
CCT/RM

Copy to:
Mr. Ahmed

I

~\-- '1 {

UNITED NATIONS
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

T O:

Mr. Rafeeuddin Ahmed

NATIONS UNIES
MEMORANDUM INTERIEUR

DATE ,

10 May 197 8

A:
R EF ERENCE : _ _ __

_ __

THROUGH :
S /C D E:

Clayton

FROM :

DE:

c.

Timbrell

SUBJECT:
OBJET:

Rafee,
Mr. Sezaki, who spoke to me in reference
to the attached note made it clear that the
Mission did not wish to sponsor the reception
but, at the same time, it could not entirely
disassociate itse lf from the p r oj e ct . He
suggested the invitation formula as indicated.
While it is somewhat unique, if t h e exhibitio n
is sponsored by the Japanese Book Club and the
· Camera Club, it seems to me an acceptable text.
Do you agr ee, or do you see more extensiv e
problems than I?

ct,f:_bJi

_

---------

PERMANENT MISSION OF JAPAN
TO THE UNITED NATIONS
NEW YORK

9 May 1978
Dear Mr . Timbrell,
This is to confirm our conversation of May 8th
regarding the hosting of a reception to be held on the
premises of the United Nations.
It is my understanding that the reception for the
Photographic Exhibition to be held during the Special
Session of the General Assembly devoted to Disarmament under
the sponsorship of the United Nations Staff Recreation
Council Japanese Book Club in association with the Camera
Club now seeking approval for the exhibition, will be hosted
by the "Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki of Japan with the
presence of the Permanent Representative of Japan to the
United Nations".

Invitation cards to the guests will be

distributed in the names described above.

Sincerely

rUJ;S,

l/J!!i7

Counsellor
Permanent Mission of Japan
to the United Nations

Mr. Clayton C. Timbrell
Assistant Secretary-General
Office of General Services
United Nations--Room 2127B
New York, New York
10017

Jj<-~
_,:,,,,;,,,,-- original:

...

sent to ,,
Mr. Akatani
24 May

"

(for action)
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Chugoku Regional Headquarters
NIPPON HOSO KYOKAI
(Japan Broadcasting Corporation)
Otemachi, Hiroshima, JAPAN
May 1, 1978

His Excellency
Mr. Kurt Waldheim
Secretary-General of the United Nations
United Nations Headquarters
New. .York, New York 10017

.
'

Your Excellency,
Now that the first special session of the United Nations
General Assembly devoted to disarmament is approaching,
we at th~ Hiroshima office of the Japan Broadcasting
Corporation (NHK) have the honor of presenting to Your
Excellency a book containing pictures regarding the Atomic
Bomb experience.
It is with our earnest wishes for peace
that we do this.
The first
1945. By
had died,
prolonged

atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima on August 6,
the end of the same year about 140,0-00 citizens
and there is still no end to citizens dying after
suffering from radiation disease.

The destructive power of the bomb was so huge that there
remained little material testifying to the cruel situation
that was caused. The pictures contained in this book were
drawn by citizens who barely survived the catastrophe.
This book is a valuable testimony depicting the situation
just after the city had been bombed. Although the pictures
are not so objective as photos, they represent the images
of tragic scenes witnessed by human beings. The images
have become all the sharper in their minds after the 30-year
lapse of time.
On that fatal day, the staff of NHK's Hiroshima office shared
the tragic experience of the citizens and their office building was destroyed and burned down.
Since then, the staff in
Hiroshima have made every effort to report the facts of the
atomic ravages and to appeal for peace along with the citizens
of Hiroshima. This book was compiled as one such effort with
the cooperation of the citizens.
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Considering the importance of the coming United Nations
session on disarmament, we would -1ike to present this
book to Your Excellency the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, to the President of the United*Nations General
A~·sembly, His Excellency Mr. Lazar Mojsov, and to the
permanent representatives of all the member countries.
We sincerely hope that your country will take into
consideration the heartfelt desire for peace of the ordinary
citizens of Hiroshima symbolized in these pictures and
that the --historical session will bring forth good fruit.

Respectfully yours,
\

G4:(ql0~~
Hideo Honma
Director
Regional Headquarters in
Hiroshima
NHK
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His Excellency
Mr. Kurt Waldheim
• Secretary-General of the United Nations
- United Nations Headquarters
New York, New York 10017

Your Excellency,
On th~ .occasion of this Special Session of the United
Nations General Assembly devoted to Disarmament, on
behalf of all the citizens of Hiroshima who consistently
devoted their efforts'to the abolition of nuclear weapons
and complete disarmament, I offer my best wishes for the
success in every way on this Special Session.
It is a great honor for me to have an oppoitunity to
say a few words on the presentation of the collection
of pictures about the Atomic Bomb experience. The project
of publishing the collection has been broadcasted through
Nippon Hoso Kyokai (NHK), the Japan Broadcasting Corporation Hiroshima Office. Some of the two thousand two
hundred and twenty five pictures which were brought to
NHK are shown in the collection, all having been drawn
by Atomic Bomb survivors depicting their unforgettable
memories of that day. Their aspiration for "No More
Hiroshima" and eternal peace in the world is vividly
expressed in the pictures.
I praise the pictures highly as valuable human heritages,
and undoubtedly believe them to be important and useful
lesson for the future of mankind.
I earnestly desire that you convey to your government
the Hiroshima citizens' ardent longing for peace as
expressed in the pictures, and I also hope that the current Special Session will be a drastic step to initiate
concrete measures for achieving the abolition of nuclear
weapons and complete disarmament.

.

-

2 -

I ask and hope ardently for your effort more than
ever before towards the achievement of genuine pea~e
in the world.
Very truly yours,

.
'

Takeshi Araki
Mayor
The City of Hiroshima

Japan

\
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cc: Messrs. Akatani
Buffum
Bjtttnerstedt
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November 2, 1977

His Excellency Dr. Kurt Waldheim
Secretary-General
The United Nations
The U.N. Headquarters
New York, N.Y. 10017
U. S. A.

Dear Sir:
Time flies so fast. Almost one year is about to elapse since
I, together with Mayor Yoshitake Morotani of Nagasaki City, visited
the United Nations Headquarters to appeal for an earlier realization
of the total abolition of nuclear weapons and general and complete
disarmament, and was given a high honor to meet and talk with Your
Excellency in person on the most urgent is sue that the world now
confronts.
On this occasion, I handed to Your Excellency a leather-bound
document: Appeal to the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
in which we requested for a possible realization of the following
three points as in "items expressing hope".
1.

To hold an exhibition on Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic
bombings inside the United Nations Headquarters; and to
constantly place some A-bomb disaster photographs in the
Assembly Hall of the United Nations Headquarters, in lobbies, or other appropriate places.

2. To call upon the nuclear weapon States and the Member
Stat es as well, through the United Nations, to hold atomic
bo m b exhibitions in their countries.

.·•··•·.-, .. -•··
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His Excellency Dr. Kurt Waldheim
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3. To send a representative from the United Nations to attend
Peace Memorial Services in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
In regard of the item 3, as you are aware, it has been fully
satisfied, as we had previously wished, with the official attendance
of His Excellency Dr. H. Shirley Amerasinghe, former President
of the U.N. General Assembly, at our Peace Memorial Service on
August 6th, 1977. And moreover, your kind consideration shown
upon us by sending to Hiroshima, in company with Dr. Amerasinghe
himself, Mr. ~Michael Clark, Director of the U. N. Information
Centre in Tokyo as your own proxy has greatly moved our citizens.
This, I am quite sure, has given our citizens, and the people of
Japan as well, a good opportunity to learn more about the international body and its world-wide activity, dedicated to the cause of
peace on earth.

Our sincere favor to ask of Your Excellency this time is concerning the possibility to hold an A-bomb photograph exhibition in
the U.N. Headquarters, as requested in the item 1. I do believe
that there will be no other material better than these photographs
to make them further know this human tragedy caused by the atomic
bombing through the exhibition, perhaps the most appropriate time
may be in May/June, 1978 when A Special Session of the General
Assembly devoted to Disarmament is conve.ned in New York. And
we do hope that these will be circulated throughout the world for
exposure to the eyes of as many people of different nationalities
as possible.
The Mayor of Nagasaki and I will also be most willing to attend
this Special Session, if we are to be invited as witnesses or even as
observers from the world's two A-bombed cities, or to be requested
to make testimonies.
Looking forward to your favorable reply, I remain
Yours very respectfully,

J.~~

Takeshi Araki
Mayor
The City of Hiroshima
Japan
c. c.

H. E. Dr. H. Shirley Ame rasinghe

.

....
13 December 1977

Comments on the letter from the Mayor of Hiroshima
to the Secretary-General

1. Following the visit of the Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
to the Secretary-General, an exhibition was organized at the
visitors' lobby of the UN building displaying the four framed
pictures on the destruction caused by the nuclear attack against
these two cities during World war II.
2. The preparations for an exhibition on disarmament is underway to be ready for the Special Session of the General Assembly
Devoted to Disarmament. It is envisaged that the pictures of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki will be displayed within that context
as part of the general UN exhibition.
3. An invitation was extended by the General Assembly to
Governments all over the world, international and national nongovernmental organizations as well as the organizations of the
UN system, to carry out information activities regardirg the
consequences of the arms race. It is understood that within
that existing framework together with some other information
material to be produced, the tragedy of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
would be evoked.
4. Preparations by non-governmental organizations and other
interested entities in support of the Special Session of the
General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament are underway. Very
large gatherings of representatives of public opinion have taken
place in many States of the world and some others are envisaged
for the period up to the convening of the Special Session. It
is also expected that non-governmental organizations will
organize activities during the Special Session which would undoubtedly have an echo in the General Assembly Hall through
the procedure which is envisaged for this type of activities.
The Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki could, of course, take
/ part in these activities, and particularly in view of the symbol
their cities represent, their views and sentiments would be
heard in the General Assembly Hall even if no provisions for
i statements of this kind are envisaged so far for the General
, Assembly. Of course, the public meetings of the General Assembly
and of its bodies would be open to representative s of NGOs and
of interested segments of the public.
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE PEACE MEMORIAL
CEREMONY IN HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI

On the occasion of the Peace Memorial Service in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, I wish to send my greetings to all
participants and to extend my best wishes to all citizens
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
As you are aware, the United Nations has as one of
its main goals the achievement of general and complete
disarmament.

As Secretary-General of the world Organization,

I have repeatedly called for a prohibition of nuclear
weapons, their testing and their proliferation.

The

United Nations has, over the years, been engaged in numerous
disarmament initiatives aiming at the prevention of another
nuclear disaster.
You, the surviving citizens of ·Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
know all too well the horrors of nuclear warfare.

It is

natural, therefore, that you have become vigorous advocates of
a world without nuclear weapons.

The effects of these weapons,

the consequences of the nuclear arms race, as well as the
benefits that mankind can derive from nuclear disarmament, are
questions to which the United Nations and its Members will
continue to give priority attention.

In order to be successful,

however, we need the active participation of all citizens.
Your efforts in support of these disarmament objectives of the

/

...
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United Nations are therefore an important and highly
valuable contribution.
I wish you every success in your future work.
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PEACE DECLARATION
Coinciding with the first occasion of the opening of M~ ptfici:lfs'ession of the United Nations General Assembly devoted
to Disarmament, the opening of the "HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI - A Photographic Record of an Historical Event"
in the United Nations Headquarters gives great encouragement not only to the people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but also
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Peace - - the spirit of Hiroshima.

Hiroshima has been conflantly labouring in pursuit of peace.

c!J.fevertheless, the major nuclear powers of the world, with the United States and the Soviet
Union in the forefront, are flill engaged in a massive armaments race aimed against potential
adversaries; they are absorbed in the development of highly technical nuclear weapons, the peak of
deflrutlive power has been reached. This is nothing but an at! of folly, a blind belief in the
dominance of weaponry.
'To urge an awakening of conscience and reason, by making known to the world the real faEls
of the cAtomic 'Bombing, to realize eternal peace by virtue of the abolition of all nuclear weapons,
these are the responsibilities imposed upon Hiroshima .
Last year I, as the c5Mayor of the cA-bombed city accompanied the c5Mayor of c!J.lagasaki on
a visit to the United c!J.lations Headquarters. We took with us an ardent wish which had been
smouldering over the years in the hearts of our citizens. There we, as survivors, living witnesses,
teflified the true faEls of our atomic bomb experiences, and we flrongly appealed for the total abolition of nuclear weapons and the renunciation of war.
To this appeal of ours, both Secretary-(jeneral Kurt Waldheim and President H. S. cAmerasinghe
of the (Jenera! cAssembly, representing the United c!J.fations, respeElively emphasized that the
sufferings of Hiroshima and c!J{agasaki are sufferings to be shared by the whole of mankind, and
that a new concept of world order should be built from the ashes of Hiroshima and c!J.fagasaki.
'They deeply sympathized with us, expressing their earnest desire to visit Hiroshima and c!J.fagasaki.
His excellency cAmerasinghe is here with us today. His presence means, we hope, that the voice
of Hiroshima will be refieEled direElly in the United c!J.lations. This is of great significance from
an international point of view.
The United c!J.fations is scheduled to hold its Special (Jenera! cAssembly on 'Disarmament sometime in c5May next year. (jreat hopes are thus held for its outcome all over the world.
cAt this very time, we propose that nations throughout the world bind together in perseverance
and wisdom toward a final goal: the abolition of nuclear weapons and the renunciation of war, a
positive limitation on the world's armaments and an exertion of effort to build a lafling peace,
based not on weapons of war, but on international policies which refieEl the precious values of our
world.
c!J.fow, for the people of the world, from the fl andpoint of all humanity, we mufl overcome
the differences of race and lines of national boundaries and urge world opinion to haflen our flrides
towards eternal peace.
Today, on the occasion of the 32nd cAnniversary of the cAtomic 'Bombing, I, in the name of
all citizens, earneflly vow before the souls of the cA-bomb fallen vitlims that we will continue to
call strongly for the total abolition of nuclear weapons and to flrive vigorously for the realization
of eternal peace.
--'l{ead by c5Mayor 'Takeshi cAraki

THE CITY OF NAGASAKI
PEACE DECLARATION
August 9, 1977

Today we observe the 32nd anniversary of the atomic bombing of Nagasaki.

On that day the

atomic bomb reduced in a moment our beautiful city to ashes and deprived it of tens of thousands of
precious lives.

Among those who narrowly escaped death are some who see the scars on their bodies

and others who are still suffering from the disease caused by the bomb or are being pursued by the
fear

of being attacked by the shadow of death.
1,Ve, the citizens of Nagasaki, who experienced m our flesh the disaster of the atomic bomb,

wit

our strong desire for the elimination of nuclear weapons, have continued to advocate to the

people of the world that such a tragedy should not be repeated again on this earth.
However, looking at the present situation of the world, the number of the countries possessing
nuclear weapons increases and the nuclear powers stockpile a large quantity of nuclear weapons with
the excuse of doing it for their own national defense and security.
one another for the development of new types of nuclear arms.

Furthermore, they compete with

It is most regrettable to see the danger

of the collapse of peace increasing.
As the survivors of the atomic bomb, we protest with anger against such foolish deeds which may
lead to the annihilation of mankind, and from the b~ttom of the heart we hope that such deeds will
be promptly stopped by the consensus of all the nations of the world and that our wish for peace will
be fulfilled as soon as possible.
Last November when I visited the United Nations Headquarters with the mayor of Hiroshima,
I requested the United Nations and its member states to take concrete measures for the abolition of
nuclear weapons and the promotion of general disarmament,

putting emphasis on our atomic

experience and the inhumanity of the atomic bomb.
It is really epoch-making that His Excellency /o.lr . Amerasinghe,

President of the

General

Assembly of the United Nations and Mr . Michael Clark, Director of the United Nations Information
Center in Tokyo ,

representing Secretary- General Waldheim,

are present at this Peace Memorial

Ceremony, in sympathy with the sincere desire of the citizens of Nagasaki and Hiroshima .
The fact that the representatives of the United Nations participate in this ceremony for the first
time is very encouraging to us as we think of it as a great advance of the United Nations toward
the realization of the abolition of nuclear arms and general disarmament.
The goal of lasting world peace has a long way to go.

However, I firmly believe that our prayer

for peace will surely move the conscience of the people of the world and someday peace w ill be realized
on this globe.
Now on this occaszon of the Peace Memorial Ceremony I pray for the repose of the souls of the
atomic bomb victims and pledge to make more efforts to strengthen the support for the survivors, and
at the same time, I, in the name of the citizens of Nagasaki, declare that with renewed determination
I will strive for the realization of lasting world peace.
- Read by Mayor Yoshitake Morotani

HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI
A Photographic Record of an Historical Event

Sponsored by
The United Nations Staff Recreation Council
Japanese Book Club
In Association With
The Camera Club
Materials presented by the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
20 May - 20 June 1978
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6) Hiroshima City in Utter Ruins : As the first nuclear weapon in

the world , a uranium bomb was dropped on Hiroshima City at
8 : 15 on the morning of 6 August I 945. The yield of this
atomic bomb was said to be equivalent to 13 kilotons of the
conventional TNT explosive .
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©The A-Bomb Dome (Hiroshima) :
The bomb bursted at about 175 meters
southeast of, and in the air at about
580 meters above this dome (error ±
20m) . The dome stands as it did at
the time of the explosion .
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@Around 11:00 A-. M. of 6 August 1945
(Hiroshima) : Survivors waiting for medical
treatment crouched down at the foot of the
bridge . (2.2 km from the hypocenter)
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O> About 10 Minutes after the Bombing
(Hiroshima): The wounded were nearly
stark naked with their clothes torn to
pieces by the blast and the thermal
rays , and their hair tousled.
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@ First-aid Station in Confusion (Hiroshima):

The
temporary first-aid station in a tent to accommodate
heavily-injured soldiers. (8 August 1945)
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6-' Nagasaki City in Utter Ruins: At 11 : 02
a.m. on 9 August 1945, a plutonium
bomb was dropped in Nagasaki City.
The yield of this bomb is estimated
to be equivalent to about 22 kilotons
of the conventional TNT explosive.
(mid-October 1945)
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The Last Sip of Water (Nagasaki):
(1.5 km from the hypocenter; 10
August 1945)

© Drinking the water ...
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Cl Few minutes later
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O>A Boy Burned to Death (Nagasaki) :
His body had already been charred.
(near the hypocenter; 10 August 1945)
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4)Urakami Cathedral in Ruins (Nagasaki) :
The bomb exploded at about 500 meters
east of, and at about 500 meters above
this Cathedral (error ± 20m). A priest
and his followers of about 10 were
killed during worship .
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(.) Policeman on Duty (Hiroshima): He was kept busy issuing
certificates to the sufferers. He himself was injured. (6 August
1945)
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© Scattered Corpses (Nagasaki): Soldiers in a moving streetcar
we re blown off by the blast and their corpses were scattered
in the river. (300 m from the hypocenter; IO August 1945)
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@ A Streetcar Derailed (Hiroshima): Few passengers in the
streetcar survived. (900 m from the hypocenter; 1945)
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@Around the Hy pocenter, the Day after the Bomb (Nagasaki):
Fires were still smoldering, in which bodies were laid scattered.
(JO August 1945)
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Energy of the Atomic Bomb
Both A-born bs being air burst, it is estimated that 3 5% of
the total energy generated was thermal radiation, 501'1t , blast
energy, and 15%, radiation energy .
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0 Shadow of a Valve Handle Imprinted
on a Gas Tank (Hiroshima): The shadow
was caused by intense thermal rays.
(2.2 km from the hypocenter; October
1945)
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Thermal Radiation

@Thermal Radiation Heat Burns
(Nagasaki): A boy was exposed
to thermal rays about 2.0 km
from the hypocenter. (early in
February 1946)
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The fireball that developed simultaneously with the detonation
attained a maximum temperature
of several million degrees Centigrade. Thermal radiation heat burns
of the exposed human skin were
observed as far as 3.5 km from the
hypocenter in Hiroshima and up to
about 4.0 km in Nagasaki.
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"Building Immediately below the Explosion Center (Hiroshima): The ceiling was
indented by the blast from directly above,
forming a pool by rainwater. (October
1945)
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Ci Destroyed

Houses (Hiroshima): The wooden
houses here happened to escape the fire, but were
torn to pieces. (about 2. 5 km from the hypocenter;
October 1945)

© Urakami Cathedral in Ruins (Nagasaki): The Cathedral
collapsed completely under the maximum blast pressure
of 19t/m2. (about 500 m from the hypocenter; October
1945)
© " HH!iiO)i1fi J--.x::i:•:;::" (N:w,:f - 1945"f'-10Fl Ji't};;l; ·!¥,NU· c, 500 m)
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@)Collapsed School Building (Nagasaki): Out of 152 students, 133 were killed under fallen debris. (about 500 m
from the hypocenter; mid-October 1945)
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Blast
With the explosion, an exceedingly high pressure of several hundred thousand millibars developed at the burst point and created
a blast. The front of the blast advanced as a shock wave, and the speed at which it spread outward was greater than or equivalent
to the speed of sound. The shock wave lost almost all destructive power at a distance of about 11 km from the center.
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6l Map showing Existence of Residual
Radioactivity in the Eastern Part of
Nagasaki (2 October 1945; spontaneous radiation intensity = 1)
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Ci Black Rain Remains on a White Wall (Hiroshima): Rain
fell after the bombing, in which strong residual radioactivity was detected. (3 .7 km from the hypocenter)
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0) Survey Teams Monitoring Residual Radioactivity (Hiroshima ; November 1945)
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C) Survey Teams Monitoring Residual Radioactivity (Nagasaki ; December 1945)
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Radiation
The atomic bomb is unique in that it is accompanied by
radiation. The location that was exposed to the permissible
dose of human beings (0.5 rad) was determined to be a point
approximately 2.3 km away from the hypocenter in Hiroshima
and a point approximately 3.0 km away in Nagasaki.
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Medical Effects - acute disturbances
The disturbances due to the atomic
bombs have been caused by the complicated involvement of the following
factors : burns due to thermal radiation
and fire , injuries due to the blast , and
radiation effects.
At distances within approximately
1 km of the hypocenter, the effect of
any one factor , be it thermal radiation,
blast or initial radiation , alone was
fatal in many cases.
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6' Hair Epilation due to Acute Radioactive Disturbances (Hiroshima) : Epilation markedly appeared up to the
8th week after the bomb, am! to the
10th week at the latest. (about 1 km
from the hypocenter)
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© A Soldier about to Die (Hiroshima) :
Skin bleeding, specks, stomatitis and
hair epilation were observed. (about
1 km from the hypocenter)
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6) Thermal

Radiation
Heat Burns
(Hiroshima): The soldier suffered burns
all over the body except for the part
covered by his cap. (inside the barracks;
500 m from the hypocenter)
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© A Girl with Heat Burns all over the
Body (Nagasaki): (mid-August 1945)

(i) Mother and Child (Nagasaki):

Both
were found dead on the railroad platform. ( 1 km from the hypocenter;
10 August 1945)
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Infants (Nagasaki):
Last
strength to cry. (10 August
1945)
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Medical Effects - late disturbances
Most of the people who did not die
of acute disturbances appeared to regain
good health by the end of December
in the same year.
However, medical effects due to the
atomic bombs did not end here, and
among them variegated late disturbances were observed.
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e (t Keloids

(Nagasaki)
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©Burns on the Back (Hiroshima)
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Keloids
Burns due to the atomic bomb , healing once, formed keloids
with the protuberance of these scars.
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Medical Effects - late disturbances
Besides keloids, the following are late disturbances: ophthalmological disorders, blood dyscrasias, malignant tumors, psychoneurological disturbances, aging, disturbances in those exposed at young age, disturbances due to in utero exposure.
With regard to genetic problems, no positive results have been obtained as yet.
Of neoplasm observed among the survivors, the following are considered affected by radiation: leukemia, thyroid cancer,
breast cancer, lung cancer, salivary gland tumor, etc.
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fa) Microcephaly

due to In-utero Exposure (7-week gestation)
Right: Delayed growth in whole body
and microcephaly observed. 15
years and 8 months old.
Left : 12-year-old normal child.
f.l"Uf:i1J.J1&:•/:¥(:J:6ll ';i";l,:"' ( :!f/1,~- ·J?,H:,,.tU· c, 1. z1r,,,
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© Lung Cancer
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(jOphthalmological Disorders (Hiroshima):
Cataract due to radiation. Male. 37 years
old at the time of the explosion. Exposure
distance - 750 m.
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0> Salivary Gland Tumor
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Temporary First-aid Stations: Medicines ran short soon, therefore, first
aid could hardly be given to the
sufferers.
8(Hiroshima; around IO August 1945)
@(Nagasaki; August 1945)
• ~li IJ#O)J[l( "Zf. P!r"
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Number of Deaths
The damage being enormous and caused in one instant, the
accurate number of casualties is still not available today. However, it is estimated that approximately 140,000 (error of
± I 0,000) in Hiroshima and approximately 70,000 (error of
± I 0,000) in Nagasaki have died by the end of December
1945.
Of the killed were many Koreans; students from Mongolia,
Indonesia, Burma, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Borneo;
POW's from the U.S., British and Royal Dutch Forces; and
many Chinese who had been compulsorily brought to Japan.
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(tExcavated Skulls and Bones (Hiroshima):
The bones of 252 bodies were excavated
in the suburbs. These injured were once
accommodated but later died . (July 19 52,
7 years later)
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(.) Disposal of Corpses (Hiroshima): The
corpses were gathered together at places
here and there to be cremated.
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© A Family Cremating the Corpses of
their Relatives (Nagasaki): Many families
lost their relatives. (late in August 1945)
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@Scattered Human Skeletons at the
Entrance to an Air-raid Shelter(Nagasaki):
(near the hypocenter; mid-October 1945)
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Sociological Destruction
The damages due to the atomic
born bs were not merely physical destruction and medical effects. What is
important is that the atomic bombs
destroyed the communities and the
social life of the survivors on a massive
scale and also inflicted much damage
and effect on the surrounding areas
and their residents.
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Disruption of Families
The atomic born b has deprived the people of unfathomed
treasures of 'wealth'. As regards the buildings, about 76,000
in Hiroshima and about 51,000 in Nagasaki were either burnt
down or destroyed.
The loss of wealth attended with such a great destruction
of buildings and the human damages involved, resulted in the
destruction of people's living and the disruption of families.
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ta, Brothers Looking for their Parents
(Nagasaki): Their mother and the little
brother on the elder brother's back died
a few days later. (IO August 1945)
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© An Orphan Polishing Catholic Priest's Shoes (Hiroshima):
" I've lost both of my parents and my only little brother by the
born b. I have to make my living, instead of going to school."
(on the evening of 8 January 194 7)
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(j A Rescue Team Carrying the Injured (Nagasaki):

Those who entered the city from the neighboring
communities to help with the rescue activities were
also exposed to residual radioactivity .
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Reconstruction from Ruins
It required almost a decade for
Hiroshima and Nagasaki to be restored
from the massive destruction .

This period had an extremely significant meaning for the survivors to start
their life anew.
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0 Urakami Cathedral under Reconstruction (Nagasaki) : Citizens who were
obliged to lead a hard life started work
to reconstruct a temporary Cathedral.
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©Mr. Norman Cousins who Proposed
"Moral Adoption Movement of A-Bomb
Orphans" (9 January 1951)
© • ff;~t1,1., Iii !~Hbt ;/J "(]A t.j-1951'9'- Ul 9 Btili*;l
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O> In the Central Area, after the Lapse
of 9 Years (Hiroshima).: Many survivors
worked hard to restore Hiroshima,
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@"A-Bomb Maidens" in New
York for Plastic Surgery
(Hiroshima; 1955)
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Fountain of Peace (Nagasaki):
This was constructed for the repose of
the souls of fallen victims who died
craving for water.
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6' Nagasaki City Today
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©Statue in Prayer for Peace
( erected in the Peace Park,
Nagasaki): The right arm shows
the abolition of nuclear weapons,
the left arm , peace.
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e Hiroshima

City Today :
Many inhabitants in the
high-rising apartments are
actual A-bomb survivors.
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© The Flame of Peace (built in
the Peace Park, Hiroshima) :
Flames are burning in prayer
for peace.
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Hiroshima and Nagasaki
Everlasting Peace

Seeking

Both cities have been restored
to what they are today , but the
scars from the born bs still remain.
Both citizens are making efforts
in hope for the peace of the world .
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0 Peace

Memorial
(Nagasaki; 1977)
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Ceremony

1977"

© Reverential Prayer Offered to
the A-Bomb Victims
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<i Earnest Prayer for Peace
(Nagasaki; 9 August 1977)
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Peace Memorial Ceremonies
The services are observed every year,
centering around the time when the
atomic bombs exploded.
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fi)Peace Memorial Ceremony
(Hiroshima; 1977)
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©Dr. H. Shirley Amerasinghe, then
President of the UN General Assembly,
read a message . He also attended the
Memorial Ceremony in Nagasaki.
(Hiroshima; 6 August 1977)
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@Dr. Amerasinghe Inquiring after the
In-patients at the A-Bomb Hospital
(Hiroshima ; 5 August 1977)
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Floating Paper Lanterns (Hiroshima):
For the repose of souls of the A-bomb
victims, the bereaved families write
the names of the dead on the paper
lanterns and set them afloat in the
river. ( 6 August 1977)

•:l(,ffifWt L" ( IZ t.i - I 977it' 8 !-l 6 Ell
1t:-#O)~tl\i HJr J.d:ISI:>, ;j$;·('--, <--,t:1"'.r.fili Ut:A.
t:·A 0) :g ~ii t ~;-n,, JI\(: irr[-t o

le

•he pdpt'r
t m tn.:

