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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: The Secretary-General
A:

THROUGH:
S/C"DE:

FROM: William C« Powell
DE:

N A T I O N S U N I E S

MEMORANDUM INTERIEUR

DATE:, 18 October 1967

REFERENCE:

OBJET: Conversation with Mr, Abie Nathan,

As Ramses Has s if has reported to you, Mr. Nathan came to see me this
afternoon at 4*15 PM to convey certain information which he feels it is
important for you to have,

Mr. Nathan said that his flight from Cyprus to Port Said on 28 July was
for the purpose of conveying certain proposals (his own) to the UAR authorities,
The UAR authorities had been informed in advance of his trip through the UAH
ambassadors in Paris and Cyprus by Mr, Erie Rouleau, the Middle East Correspondent
of Le Monde, They waited for him at the Port Said Airport for over an hour when
be became lost over the Mediterranean,

Equally, Mr Nathan said, the Israeli authorities were aware of his intentions
and of the proposals which he intended to make, He had discussed them with the
Minister of Labor, Mr, Allon, prior to going to Cyprus to make the flight,

His conversations in Pert Said lasted six hours. The participants included
the Governor of Port Said, representatives of the army, security and the
Foriegn Office, The talks ranged over the whole of the present situation - the
question of Jerusalem, the Syrian heights, etc,

Specifically, Mr, Nathan made the following proposals to the UAR representatives
The Israeli government would unilaterally withdraw its forces to a line
^00 meters from the East Bank of the Canal ̂ This would enable the UAR to
reopen the Canal to all but Israeli shipping. It would also permit President
Nasser to announce the first victory since the defeat in June,

In return for this gesture, the UAR would agree to secret talks with
Israel on all outstanding problems during the estimated two month period which
would be required to clear the Canal and reopen it to chipping,

Mr, Nathan said that the UAR representatives were keenly interested in
his proposal and promised to pass it "higher up". He has had no further direct
contacts with the UAR but through Mr, Rouleau h« has leanred that his proposals
"are not dead",

Following his return to Israel, Mr, Nathan met secretly with the Prime
Minister at the home of Mr, Eshkol's daughter. The meeting took place on or
about 14 August, I am under the impression that Mr, Allon, the Minister of
Labor was present,

Mr, Nathan said that Mr, Eshkol responded "positively" to his proposals,

In response to my question as to what the next steps 9 as he saw them,
should be, Mr, Nathan said that armed with this information, the Secretary-General
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should make the proposals to tooth sides and get things moving.

In response to a father question, he said that the talks oust be conducted
in absolute secrecy and that they could fee at any level* Mr* Allon, who had
met Nasser in 1948> was prepared to go to Cairo himself for the talks if
necessary*

Finally) I asked Mr* Nathan the possible reactions in Israel if a sudden
announcement were made of a withdrawal of 500 meters from the East Bank of the
Caaaal, He said that Dyan might resign but that the Israeli public would "read
between the lines and know that we were getting something out of it in return*'*

Mr* Nathan concluded by saying that the Israeli Mission to the United Nations
knew nothing about this matter and he enjoined me to say that in particular
nothing should be said about his oonversation with the Israeli Prime Minister*



, 19 Apr.

SG;
From Ramses: The UAR mission is refusing to comment

to the press on your statement of this
morning.



S.G. -

Herewith, as given to me by one of the correspondents, is Ambassador

Tekoah's comment regarding your statement on the Cairo Declaration:

"It never is and never will be too late for peace. Efforts for

peace can never proceed successfully if they are darkened by

talk of last chances, deadlines and threats.

"Peace between Israel and the Arab States has never been attained

thus far because of the Alirab Governments' continued denial of

Israel's rights to genuine peace and secure boundaries,

"The Declaration on behalf of the United Arab Republic, Syria and

Libya reiterates this denial of Israel's rights and concernES

whereas the real difficulties are on the way to understanding

and peace*"

19/4/71 William C U Powell
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NOTE TO_CORRESPONDENTS *

In response to questions concerning-the Cairo Declaration on the Middle

East, as reported in the Press today, a United Nations spokesman read the

folio-wing statement on behalf of the Secretary-General:

"This development is another illustration of what I have been saying all

along — that now is the last chance for peace in 'the Middle East. If this

opportunity is not seized, I am very much afraid that all basis for peace in

the foreseeable future may be lost."
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