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May 3, 2012 

His Excellency Ban Ki-Moon 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 
United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Mr. Secretary-General: 

Stephen S. Lash 
Chairman 

CHRISTIE'S 

.. t amt_~~C.!la~r:!l-~!1J~DJ~El!!J.~.9.t~.h!:I~ .. ~).3..!:l:l~S~~--!!!.~Jr!~ .. r:£1ation_al auction house, with which I have had the 
privilege of working since its galleries opened in New York in 1977. This Spring Christie's celebrates the 

~---......: ........... ..__ ____ t-...J'"-· ... - - ........... .:: . . >. • ..,,."""""" ................ ,~" ... .__,.,~ 

legacy of Van Cliburn, the internationally renowned pianist, whose extraordinary collection of Russian works 
ofart;-Englishlurniture, siTver ancTjewe'irywe' wTH"fliive"'ihe"pl.easure'qf o#eri~g-fo:r -sal~--i~· N~-~y~~k ~Q~---

. .. th ... . . .. ·- ··- . --- . . --· . . - . - - -- --
Thursday, May 17 . 

Van Cliburn's name has resonated throughout the world since his famous victory at the First International 
Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow during the Cold War. He has performed at every United States 
Presidential Inauguration since Harry Truman, as well as for various heads of state throughout the world. His 
artistry and respect for humanity continue to break through cultural and political borders, making him THE 
American cultural ambassador of the 20th century. 

Therefore, in honor of this rare and mer:norable occasion, I would like to invite you to attend two exciting 
events prior to the 2_uction. On-Su-;;-day, _M~_y 13th we will host a brunch and a_private ~revl~~q_fThe Van 

Cl[~ur':l_ C.9J!~~-~~~~~-~~_;_Q_q_~-~!~1:.9_Qpi!)_~!-~~~-~!~!les i~_ockefeller Center. A pianist will perform on 
Van Cliburn's very first Steinway, a Model D Ebonized Concert Grand Piano, circa 1912, which is lot 148 in the 
sale. We are delighted to announce that proceeds from the sale of this Steinway will benefit the Juilliard 
School and the Moscow Conservatory, Van Cliburn's almae matres. 

Then, on Tuesday evening, May 15th Mr. Cliburn will have a public con~~~§-~!l.QX!.Xo/.lthJ?E.JdJ:!QJ!:t~ngr_a.be.r, 
which will Ja.Lwcb_q _~eries produced in confuri'ctl~~ v;·i·t·h-Chrlsti~-;; -~~d- LIVE from the New York Public Library. 

. ·--~----~ ... "T" .- -. .... - .... ~ ......... ---~-------------

Van Cliburn will talk about his extraordinary career and his extensive art collection that we will be selling on 
May 1ih. This evening will also include another brief performance on a grand piano generously provided by 
Steinway & Sons. 

Following the public conversation, Mrs. Mercedes T. Bass, in her capacity as Trustee of the Van Cliburn 
Foundation, will host a private dinner at the DeWitt Wallace Periodical Room in the Stephen A. Schwartzman 
building at the New York Public Library. Vlfe .WQH!9bg geJigh_t~dJf yq_u Cl!!;!.f.r.~~JQ.jQ.i_n .1Jf<;!t.9JJ~__Q_[_botb._Qf_ 

t~E!.s~_ y~ry_~pecial_ eyents,l11 hqnqr:.c:>f th.~ life a11d care~r qf Va!J c;Jiburn, I have attached invitatlons ~i_!!l_ 

.complete.details. rega.rdi_og_bo_tb___eyents. 

Please feel free to either RSVP to me directly {212.636.2905 or slash@christies.com) or my colleague Capera 
Ryan (214.599.0735, cr\tan@christies.com). I very much look forward to hearing back from you and, of 
course, to the possibility of seeing you on Sunday, May 13th and Tuesday, May 15th. 
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May 3, 2012 

His Excellency Ban Ki-Moon 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 
United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Mr. Secretary-General: 

Stephen S. Lash 
Chairmart 
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I am the Chairman Emeritus of Christie's Americas, the international auction_house, with which I have had the 
privilege of working since its galleries opened in New York in 1977. This Spring Christie's celebrates the 
legacy of Van Cliburn, the internationally renowned pianist, whose extraordinary collection of Russian works 
of art, English furniture, silver and jewelry we will have the pleasure of offering for sale in New York on 
Thursday, May 1ih. 

Van Cliburn's name has resonated throughout the world since his famous victory at the First International 
Tchaikovsky Competit ion in Moscow during the Cold War. He has performed at every United States 
Presidential Inauguration since Harry Truman, as well as for various heads of state throughout the world . His 
artistry and respect for humanity continue to break through cultural and political borders, making him THE 
American cultural ambassador of the 20th century. 

Therefore, in honor of this rare and memorable occasion, I would like to invite you to attend two exciting 
-·-- · li-- -- - ------

events prior to the auc_!ion . On Sunday, May 13t we will host a brunch and a private_ preview of Jhe Van 
Cliburn Collection from ll:OOam to 1:00pm at our galleries in Rockef~l~e.r._Center. A pianist will perform on 
Van Cliburn's very first Steinway, a Model D Ebonized Concert Grand Piano, circa 1912, which is lot 148 in the 
sale. We are delighted to announce that proceeds from the sale of this Steinway will benefit the Juilliard 
School and the Moscow Conservatory, Van Cliburn's almae matres. 

Then, on Tuesday evening, May 15th Mr. Cliburn will have a public conversation with Paul Holdengraber, 
which wilT launch a series produced in conjunction with Christie's and LIVE from the New York Public Li~ra ~y. 
Van Cliburn will talk about his extraordinary career and his extensive art collection that we will be selling on 
May 1ih. This evening will also include another brief performance on a grand piano generously provided by 
Steinway & Sons. 

Following the public conversation, Mrs. Mercedes T. Bass, in her capacity as Trustee of the Van Cliburn 
Foundation, will host a private dinner at the DeWitt Wallace Periodical Room in the Stephen A. Schwartzman 
building at the New York Public Library. We would be delighted if you are free to join us at one or both of 
these very special events in honor of the life and career of Van Cliburn. I have attached in_yitations with 
complete details regarding both events. 

Please feel free to either RSVP to me directly (212.636.2905 or slash@christies.com) or my colleague Capera 
Ryan (214.599.0735, cryan@christies.com) . I very much look forward to hearing back from you and, of 
course, to the possibility of seeing you on Sunday, May 13th and Tuesday, May 15th. 
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LIVE from the NYPL and Christie's 

present 

Van Cliburn 
in conversation with Paul Holdengraber 

Tuesday,AAay15,2012 
J:OO p.m. 

Celeste Bartos Forum 

Private dinner to follow 
hosted by Mrs. Mercedes T. Bass 

Trustee of the Van Cliburn Foundation 

DeWitt Wallace Periodical Room 
The New York Public Library 

Stephen A. Schwarzman Building, 
Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street 

R.S.V.P. 
Juliette Geary: (212) 930-0620 or juliettegeary@nypl.org 


