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Your recent assumption of the post of Secretary-General of the United

Nations, the world's premier forum for the maintenance of international peace and security;
the development of friendly relations among nations and the promotion of cooperation to
solve international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character, is
a source of extreme satisfaction to the Caribbean Community and I avail myself of this
opportunity to reiterate my earlier congratulations and the sentiments of goodwill and
congratulation which were transmitted to you by the Member States of the Community.

The adoption on 16 October 1991 of Resolution 46/8 and on
20 December 1994 of Resolution 49/141 marked the first definitive steps in the
formalisation of relations between the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat and
the United Nations through the grant of observer status to the General Assembly and the
provisions made for enhanced cooperation.

The Resolution adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on
21 November 1996 at its Fifty-First Session on "Cooperation Between the United Nations
and the Caribbean Community" embodied, inter alia, concrete proposals for the
advancement of cooperation between the two Organisations. The attention of Your
Excellency is drawn to paragraphs 3 and 6-9 of the Resolution, a copy of which is attached
for ease of reference.

H.E. Mr. Kofi Annan
Secretary-General
United Nations, United Nations Plaza
New York
United States of America

Telephone: 02-69281-9 Cable Address: CARIBSEC GUYANA Telex: 2263 CARISEC GY
Fax: 592-2-67816/57341/58039



With respect, first of all, to paragraph 7 of the Resolution under reference,
which provides for the First General Meeting Between Representatives of the Caribbean
Community and its Associated Institutions and the United Nations to be held "in 1997", I
am advised that discussions have been on-going between officials of our two organisations
regarding the possibility of convening this meeting during the period 27-28 May 1997 at
the Headquarters of the United Nations. I would like to take this opportunity, Excellency,
to confirm both the suitability of the dates and venue for this First Meeting.

With respect to the proposed Agenda for the Meeting, this will be informed,
inter alia, by the areas of cooperation identified in the Final Communique issued by the
Twenty-Second Meeting of the Standing Committee of Ministers responsible for Foreign
Affairs of the Caribbean Community held in Kingston, Jamaica, in May 1996. These areas
are cited in paragraph 4 but, for ease of reference, are set out hereunder:

Follow-up to the Global Conferences;

The Advancement of the New International Human Order;

Law of the Sea;

Follow-up and Implementation of the Programme of Action for the
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States;

The Development of Poverty Reduction Programmes;

Diplomatic Training, Peacekeeping,

Governance and Development in the Caribbean;

Strengthening of the Regional Secretariat Information Base; and

Security of Small Island States

The Meeting might also review first drafts of a Cooperation Agreement
between the United Nations and the Caribbean Community. Drafts may be exchanged
prior to the meeting to facilitate their consideration. These areas together with any others
which might be jointly agreed, automatically suggest the respective Departments of the
United Nations Secretariat as well as the Specialised Agencies which might be involved



in the Meeting. On the side of the Community, consultations are currently taking place to
identify the Associated Institutions which will be incorporated into the Region's delegation.
I expect to be able to communicate to Your Excellency, details of the composition of the
Community's delegation in the near future.

In closing Excellency, allow me to reiterate my earlier sentiments of
congratulation and to convey my very best wishes for success in the execution of your
mandate. I look forward to meeting you in May on the occasion of the first General
Meeting between our two Organisations and avail myself of the opportunity to convey to
Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

'EDWIN W. CARRINGTON
SECRETARY-GENERAL
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A/RES/51/16
21 November 1996

Fifty-first session
Agenda item 25

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERA!. ASSEMBLY

[without reference to a Main Committee (A/Si/L. 14/Rev . 2) ]

51/ifi. Cooperation between the United Nations, and
the Caribbean Community

The General

Regal linqr its resolutions 46/8 of IS October 1991, by which it granted
observer status to the Caribbean Community, and 49/141 of 20 December "'994.,

Noting- with satisfaction the report of the Secretary- General on
cooperation between the United Nations and the Caribbean Community,1

Recalling chat the Charter o£ the United Nations contemplates the
existence of regional arrangements or agencies for dealing with such matters
as are appropriate for regional action and other activities consistent with
the purposes and principles of the United Nations,

Taking into Account the reports of the Secretary- General entitled "An
Agenda for Peace"2 and "An Agenda for Development "~J and the related
consultations within the United Nations, including the various working groups
on those subjects,

Taking note of the final communigu£ of the twenty- second meeting of the
Standing Committee of Ministers Responsible for Foreign Affairs, held at

1 A/51/299.

- A/47/277-S/24111.

3 A/48/935.

96-77485 /-



JAN- 17-97 14.00 FROM = 1^ = ±̂

/n
A/RES/51/16
Page 2

Kingston on 13 and 14 May 1996,4 and the final communicjue' of the seventeenth
meeting of the Conference of Heads of Government of the Caribbean Community,
held at Bridgetown from 3 to 6 July 1996, D which, inter alia, outlines areas
of cooperation between the United Nations and the Caribbean Community and
stresses the importance of . furthering the Community's possible role in the
development of peace and security within the Caribbean region, and expresses
appreciation to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for promoting this
heightened level of cooperation,

Recalling- the request made of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, in consultation with the Secretary-General of the Caribbean
Community, to promote meetings between their representatives for consultations
on policies, projects, measures and procedures that will facilitate and
broaden cooperation and coordination between the two organizations,

Welcoming the inter-agency consultations between the Caribbean Community
and its associated institutions, the Inter- American Development Bank, the
Organization of American States and the United Nations on the first conference
on governance and development in the Caribbean,

Affirming the need to strengthen the cooperation that already exists
hf.t.̂ eeT) entities of the United Nations system and the Car.iwcean Community in
the areas of economic and social development, as well as of political and
humanitarian affairs ,

Convinced of the need for the coordinated utilization of available
resources to promote common objective's of the two organizations,

1. Taketf note of the report of the Secretary-General on Cooperation
between the United Nations and -the Caribbean community,' as well «s his
efforts to strengthen that cooperation;

2. Invitee the Secretary- General to continue taking the necessary
measures for promoting and expanding cooperation and coordination between the
United Nations and the Caribbean Community in order to increase the capacity
of the LWQ organizations to attain their objectives;

3. Requests the Secretary-Genera). o.C the United Nations and the
Secretary-General of the C&ribbyan Community, or their representatives, to
hold consultations with a, view to signing an agreement on cooperation
the two organizations;

t

4. Motes the areas of cooperation approved by the Ministers for
Foreign Affairs in the final communique of the twenty- second meeting of the
Standing Committee of Ministers Responsible for Foreign: Affairs,4 namely,
follow-up to the global conferences; the advancement of the new international
human order; law of the sea; follow-up and implementation of the Programme of
Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States,- the
development of poverty reduction programmes; peace -keep ing; diplomatic
training,- governance and development in the Caribbean ; and the strengthening
of the Regional secretariat Information Base,-

A/51/299, para. 9.

A/51/295, annex.
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5- Also notes the special role played by -States members of the
Caribbean Community in the restoration of democracy in Haiti and in its
participation in the United Nations Mission in. Haiti. ;

6. .Ca3.il 5.. upon the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in
consultation with the Secretary-General of the Caribbean Community, to assist
in furthering the development of peace and security within the Caribbean
region;

7. - Recommends that the fir'st general meeting between representatives
of the Caribbean Community and its associated institutions and of the United
Nations system be held in 1997 for the purpose of holding consultations on
projects, measures and, procedures to facilitate and strengthen cooperation
between those organizations;

8- Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
Secretary-General of the Caribbean Community, or their representatives, to
encourage inter -agency, sectoral and focal point meetings on areas of priority
or mutually agreed issues;

9. Urges the specialized agencies and other organizations and
programmes of the unitp.d Nations system to cooperate with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations and the Secretary- Genex-*! of th« Caribbean
Community in nrdf.r r.o initiate, maintain a.nd increase consultations and
programmec with the Caribbean Community and its associated institutions in the
attainment of their Objectives, and in this connection welcomes the special
relationship between the Caribbean Community and the United Nations
Development Programme ,-

10. Bequests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly
at its fifty-third session a report on the implementation of the present
i: <s solution ,-

11. Decides to include in the prcvisi-or-al agenda of its £ifty-thi.fd
session the item entitled "Cooperation between the United Nations and the

Community".

Sfihh plenary
11 November




