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Oxfam International remains seriously concerned by the deteriorating humanitarian 
situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

As Oxfam warned in April 2006, the sus ension of international aid to the Palestinian 
Authority and Israel's withholdin of Palestinian tax revenue has had devastatin im ct 
on the lives of ordin� Palestinians andJed to C!c3J)_per cent increase. l!l.llQYertYliJ !h.!=l.@§t 

ear. 

Palestinians, and our partner organisations, report increasing difficulties their daily lives. 
They are unable to meet the 'r �SU� food neeclso-ar.e..oo 'ong��dical 
treatments reviously provided by their government, and unable to afford key services 
including power. They are also facing incre�g_tenslons �i[l§e91J!J!Y that could have 
unpredictable consequences. 

While Oxfam recqgnises ha t e Quartet has sought to address · s situati�y 
ex anding the Temporary lrJJ�I]liltionai,Mechanism, tl)is I:!§§J:leen insufficient to meet the 
growing needs. Oxfam also fears that this mechanism will hasten the collapse of existing 
state structures best able to deliver essential services to Palestinians. 

We believe the Quartet should g�p !he op_portunity rovided b the NationaJ UnifY 
Government and immediate!y...Jesume aid to the Palestinian Authori . Now is the time to 

show the flexible response, offered in previous Quartet meetings. It should also do 
everything possible to ensure that Israel's repays Palestinian tax money it is withholding. 
lsolatin the new Palestinian overnment a its geople will not deliver g,eace Sllld 
threatens to destabilise the re ion. 

Yours sincerely 

Barbara Stocking 
Director, Oxfam GB 
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