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I would like to thank you for your kind letter of 20 October 2016 and reconfirm my keen 
interest in a meeting with you at your earliest convenience. 

Since joining the UN in 1955, Austria has always been among the most reliable and 
committed supporters of the United Nations; it is no surprise then that there are several 
matters that I would wish to discuss with you, inter alia the following: 

• In January 2017, Austria assumes the chairmanship of the OSCE for a year. A core priority 
of our OSCE Chairmanship will be the threat of radicalization. We want to work on 
identifying best practices to counter violent extremism and radicalization of young 
people. We will focus on projects of young people and would seek to eventually expand 
the exercise beyond the OSCE- ideally in close cooperation with the UN. 

It goes without saying that it would be a great honor for me to welcome you at a (special) 
meeting of the Permanent Council of the OSCE in Vienna as soon as possible. 

• The current crises in Syria, Libya and Yemen show the urgent need for diplomacy of all 
kinds. For Austria, United Nations' efforts in conflict prevention and mediation are at the 
heart of the mandate of the organization. Austria stands ready to support your efforts in 
this respect and reaffirms its pledge to serve as a place for dialogue and negotiations 
on all different tracks under UN auspices. 

• Corruption remains one of the leading reasons for public discontent and frustration; it 
affects millions around the world. In view of the growing anti-establishment sentiment 
expressed in many parts of the world, I believe it is essential that this issue is given higher 
priority at the UN. We should thereby make best use of the tools at our disposal -such as 
the very active International Anti-Corruption Academy. 
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• The UN Headquarters in Vienna hosts a number of highly interesting organizations and 
institutions. I would encourage you to make best use of these as they can actively 
contribute to some of the most pressing new and upcoming challenges such as human 
trafficking, cybercrime or outer space issues. Also in this respect, Austria would be 
prepared to ensure close cooperation and optimize synergies with the OSCE in the 
coming year. 

Hoping that we will soon be able to discuss these and other issues I look forward to close 
cooperation and remain 
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Excellency, 

I have the honor to forward attached the advance copy of a letter of H.E. Mr. Sebastian Kurz, 

Austrian Federal Minister for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs, addressed to H.E. Mr. 

Antonio Guterres, Secretary General Designate of the United Nations. The original letter will be 

sent upon receipt. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

USG Mr. Edmond Mulet 
Chef de Cabinet 
S3821 
UN Secretariat Building 

600 Third Avenue, 31st Floor, New York, N.Y. 10016 
E-Mail: new-york-ov@bmeia.gv.at, TeL: (+1) 917 542 8400 


