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Meeting with Mr. Mulumba Badimanyi, Minister of State for Planning of the DRC

1. I met this afternoon with Mr. Mulumba Badimanyi, Minister of State for Planning
of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Special Envoy of President Kabila. The
Minister was accompanied by Ambassador Kapanga, Permanent Representative of the
DRC to the United Nations.

2. The Minister stated that the purpose of his visit was to inform me on the present
humanitarian situation In the DRC. He strongly denounced the capture of the higa power
plant by rebel forces as "terrorist tactics" leading to the disruption of electricity and water
supplies to Kinshasa and resulting in an alarming deterioration of the humanitarian
situation of Kinshasa's six million inhabitants. The Minister also referred to food
shortages in Kinshasa since the rebels had taken control of the main port in Matadi. He
then condemned in strong terms alleged executions of 900 people in Bas Congo by rebel
forces and deportations of civilian populations from the eastern provinces to Rwanda.
While referring to the massacre in Kazika in Sputih_Kiyu where "RwandarjrhiredLrebejs"
had massacredjip to 200 civilians, he expressed particular concern over the silence of the
United Nations rcgar^ngjtieseacts of violence.

3. Ambassador Kapanga added that this non-reaction of the UN regarding the 11
massacre in Kazika raised questions concerning the UN's impartiality. He also mentioned I-
that the Government had granted access to the ICRC to visit those people of Tutsi origin
who were currently under "protection" of the Government in Kinshasa.

4. I replied that I would forward the concerns expressed by the Minister regarding
the massacre in Kazika to the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human
Rights. I then welcomed the access given to the ICRC to visit Kokolo camp and referred
to information the UN team in Kinshasa had received through the Minister of Human
Rights regarding the possible release of women and children from Kokolo camp. I
stressed, however, that access by the ICRC to all populations inside the Kokolo camp as
well as to all detained persons irrespective of their location throughout the DRC
continued to be of major concern to us. With regards to the humanitarian situation, I
informed the Minister that additional assistance, including generators and medical
supplies, was positioned in Brazzaville and would be transported to Kinshasa, security
permitting. I underlined, however, that the range of UN activities was limited, due to the
reduced number of international staff and the deteriorating security situation in the town.
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5. In this context, I also mentioned our planned intervention to the rebels in Goma. I
explained that Charles Petrie had been deployed to discuss the following issues with rebel
representatives: deportation of civilians, assessment of humanitarian situation,
confiscation and looting of UN assets and allegations of human rights abuses. I informed
the Minister, that the visit had not yet taken place, due to security concerns from the UN,
but that we would continue to pursue the issue, security permitting. I also mformedthe^
Minister about the possibility of my coming to the DRC which could be useful at the
current juncture to raise international awareness of the humanitarian situation in \
Kinshasa. The decision whether such a visit would take place was, however, depending"
on the development of the security situationJn jCjjishasa. I concluded that the trigger to
increase assistance in Kinshasa was closely linked to the improvement of security, but
that it was important to underline further delay may endanger lives,

6. I thanked the Minister and the Ambassador for their visit and promised to convey
their concerns to the Secretary-General and other UN representatives.

Martin Griffiths
28 August 1998

cc: The Deputy Secretary-General
iMr. Riza

Mrs. Robinson
Mr. Prendergast
Mr. Miyet
Mr. Sevan
Mr, Eckard
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Humanitarian Situation in Kinshasa

1. The central hydroelectric Inga power plant in the DRC located in Bandundu
province has been captured by the rebels on 17 August. Since then the city of
Kinshasa with its 6 million inhabitants has been deprived of vital basic services
such as electicity and water supply.

2. As a result of this disruption, the humanitarian situation in Kinshasa has
deteriorated steadily. The already weakened health, medical and sanitation
services in the city have been severely affected contributing to an increased
mortality rate amongst hospitalized people and the general civilian population.
There is also a fear of epidemics and outbreak of water-borne diseases.

3. While the UN agencies in close cooperation with the ICRC, IFRC and
through local partners provide purification pills and medical assistance to
hospitals and other locations in Kinshasa, the range of possible activities has been
limited due to the reduction of international staff.

4. The Secretary-General and the High Commissioner of Human Rights jointly
with the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs called in their public
statements on those who instigated these acts to immediately restore all vital
services to the capital and to refrain from willfully endangering the lives of
thousands of innocent men, women and children. When I met with the Minister of
State Planning of the DRC this afternoon, he reiterated the concern of his
Government and requested that the United Nations do their utmost to alleviate
further suffering of innocent Congolese people.

5. The deliberate disruption of electricity and drinking water as a weapon of
war is, indeed, unacceptable and should be raised with the responsible parties.
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6. I would, therefore, appreciate if you could forward this concern to the
Secretary-General for consideration in his upcoming travel to Durban.

Martin Griffiths
28 August 1998

cc: The Deputy Secretary-General
Mrs. Robinson
Mr. Prendergast
Mr. Miyet
Mr. Eckard




