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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

7 May 2008 

Excellency, 

As we are all aware, the continuing dramatic rise in food prices around 
the world threatens to turn into a major crisis involving increased hunger and 
deprivation for millions of people across the continents, with all the attendant 
risks for stability and development in many countries. The dimensions of this 
demand-driven crisis remain hard to predict, and we need to avoid creating a 
sense of panic that could add to the risks by encouraging speculation and 
hoarding. As policy makers and leaders, we also need to avoid instant and 
unsustainable responses that could worsen the situation. However, there is little 
doubt that concerted action is urgently needed to contain the crisis, alleviate its 
effects on the most vulnerable, and lay the foundation for lasting solutions. 

I recently had good discussions with the Chief Executives of the 
United Nations system and the Bretton Woods Institutions in Bern. We agreed 
that the response to this situation requires the strongest multilateral response 
possible. To achieve this, we agreed that a comprehensive and coordinated plan 
of action had to be developed covering both immediate needs and longer-term 
policies. To this end, I have established a High-Level Task Force under my 
Chairmanship to put together such a plan, working closely with the relevant 
United Nations agencies, as well as other institutions. 

His Excellency 
Mr. ... 
Head of State/Prime Minister of ... [N arne of country] 
[Capital] 



As I see it, this plan of action needs to cover the immediate humanitarian 
needs mainly in the areas of food, nutrition and safety net arrangements; short 
and long term stimuli to agricultural production; rapid help for countries facing 
food supply difficulties; key trade issues to ensure international markets stay open 
and fluid, and sustained expansion of agricultural trade is also promoted; guidance 
on which national policies are likely to help the most vulnerable while sending the 
right signals to farmers and preserving national budgets; the right balance to strike 
between use of agricultural products to cut down on fossil fuel burning, and 
maintenance of food production levels to feed the world's growing population; 
and contingency planning to protect stability and peaceful development. 

None of this will be possible without concerted action and agreement 
among Member States, particularly key global players, about the urgent 
responses and right actions. My colleagues and I will therefore be consulting 
closely with you as we work up our ideas, and will depend heavily on your 
contributions and views. I think it is also essential that we come together soon 
to express our solidarity and broad agreement on the way forward. 

An excellent early opportunity to do so is afforded by the High-Level 
Conference on World Food Security, organized by the Food and Agricultural 
Organization, in Rome from 3 to 5 June 2008. I shall be delivering the initial 
keynote speech on 3 June 2008. A number of Heads of State and Government 
are already planning to attend but I believe it is important to ensure the presence 
of a critical mass of key global leaders, particularly on the first day of the 
meeting. I would, therefore, like to urge you to consider making time in your 
busy schedule to be there personally. In addition to the formal speeches and 
presentations at the event itself, I hope we will make every effort to help ensure 
we all agree on the critical issues outlined above. I plan to circulate a key issues 
framework document in advance to stimulate reflection and aid the search for 
agreement. 

I look forward to your ideas and suggestions and to seeing you on 3 June 
in Rome if at all possible. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
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Le 7 mai 2008 

Monsieur le President, 

La poursuite de !'augmentation spectaculaire du prix des produits alimentaires 
dans le monde menace, comme nous le savons, de susciter une crise de grande 
ampleur, en consequence de laquelle des millions de personnes, dans tous les 
continents, souffriront davantage de la faim et de la misere, ce qui presentera des 
risques pour la stabilite et le developpement dans de nombreux pays. Il demeure 
difficile de prevoir l'ampleur de cette crise, conditionnee par la demande, et il faut 
eviter d'engendrer un sentiment de panique, qui pourrait accroitre les risques en 
encourageant la speculation et la constitution de stocks. En notre qualite de 
responsables de 1' action gouvernementale et de dirigeants, il faut egalement eviter 
des reactions hatives et non viables susceptibles d'aggraver la situation. Toutefois, 
il ne fait guere de doute qu'il est necessaire d'agir d'urgence de concert pour 
enrayer la crise, attenuer ses incidences sur les plus vulnerables et jeter les 
fondements de solutions durables. 

J'ai recemment eu, a Berne, des entretiens riches d'enseignements avec les chefs 
de secretariat d'organismes des Nations Unies et des institutions de Bretton Woods. 
Nous sommes convenus que la situation exige l'action multilaterale la plus vigoureuse 
possible. Dans cet objectif, nous sommes convenus qu'il fallait concevoir un plan 
d'action complet et coordonne, concernant les besoins immediats et les politiques a 
plus long term e. A cet effet, j 'ai constitue, so us rna presidence, une equipe speciale de 
travail de haut niveau, afin qu'elle elabore un tel plan, en etroite cooperation avec les 
organismes competents des Nations Unies et avec d'autres institutions. 

Ce plan d'action devrait, a mon sens, porter sur les besoins humanitaires 
immediats, principalement dans le domaine de !'alimentation et de la nutrition et sur 
les dispositifs de protection sociale, sur les incitations a court et a long terme en faveur 
de la production agricole, sur I' assistance rapide aux pays qui connaissent des problemes 
d'approvisionnement alimentaire, sur les principaux problemes commerciaux, afin de 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur ... 
Chef d'Etat/Premier Ministre de ... [Nom du pays] 
[Capitale] 



. .  

maintenir 1' ouverture et la fluidite des marches internationaux et de promouvoir 
!'expansion soutenue des echanges agricoles; il devrait comporter des principes 
directeurs sur les politiques nationales qui aideraient le mieux les personnes 
vulnerables, tout en exposant clairement les orientations aux exploitants agricoles et 
en preservant les budgets nationaux, indiquer l'equilibre a atteindre entre l'emploi de 
produits agricoles pour utiliser moins de combustibles fossiles et le maintien de la 
production alimentaire aux niveaux voulus pour nourrir la population mondiale 
toujours plus nombreuse et enoncer un plan d'urgence pour proteger la stabilite et le 
developpement pacifique. 

Rien de ceci ne sera possible en !'absence d'une action concertee et d'un 
accord des Etats Membres, en particulier les principaux partenaires mondiaux, 
quant aux mesures d'urgence et a l'action a entreprendre. En consequence, nous 
tiendrons, mes collegues et moi-meme, des consultations etroites avec vous a 
mesure que nous elaborerons nos idees et nous serons fortement tributaires de vos 
contributions et de vos vues. 11 est essentiel, a mon avis, que nous nous reunissions 
prochainement pour exprimer notre solidarite et notre accord general sur la voie a 
smvre. 

La Conference de haut niveau sur la securite alimentaire mondiale, qui se 
tiendra a Rome, du 3 au 5 juin 2008, sous l'egide de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies pour !'alimentation et !'agriculture constituera une excellente et prochaine 
occasion a cet egard. Je prononcerai !'allocution d'ouverture le 3 juin 2008. 

Un certain nombre de chefs d'Etat ou de gouvernement prevoient deja de participer 
a cette conference, mais je crois qu'il est important d'assurer la presence d'une 
masse critique de dirigeants mondiaux de premier plan, en particulier le premier 
jour de la conference. C'est pourquoi je vous demande instamment de bien vouloir 
prendre les dispositions voulues dans votre calendrier si charge pour assister en 
personne a la conference. En plus des discours et des exposes officiels, j 'espere que 
nous ne menagerons aucun effort pour nous accorder tous sur les problemes 
critiques que j'ai decrits plus haut. Je prevois de faire distribuer a l'avance un 
document-cadre presentant les principaux problemes pour stimuler la reflexion et 
contribuer ala recherche d'un accord. 

J' attends avec interet vos idees et suggestions et espere a voir le plaisir de 
vous rencontrer a Rome le 3 juin, si cela vous est possible. 

Veuillez agreer, Monsieur le President, les assurances de rna tres haute 
consideration. 

BAN 
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EL SECRETARIO GENERAL 

7 de mayo de 2008 

Excelentisimo sefior: 

Como todos sabemos, la subida constante y dnistica de los precios de los 
alimentos en todo el mundo amenaza con convertirse en una grave crisis que 
entrafiaria el aumento del hambre y las privaciones para millones de personas de todos 
los continentes, con todos los consiguientes riesgos para la estabilidad y el desarrollo 
de numerosos paises. Sigue siendo dificil prever las dimensiones de esta crisis basada 
en la demanda, y es necesario que evitemos crear un estado de panico que aumente los 
riesgos, alentando la especulaci6n y el acaparamiento. Como dirigentes y encargados 
de formular las politicas tambien debemos evitar las respuestas inmediatas e 
insostenibles que puedan empeorar la situaci6n. Sin embargo, no cabe duda de que es 
urgente adoptar medidas concertadas para contener la crisis, aliviar sus efectos sobre 
los mas vulnerables, y sentar las bases para soluciones duraderas. 

Recientemente mantuve dialogos fructiferos con los jefes ejecutivos del sistema 
de las Naciones Unidas y las instituciones de Bretton Woods en Bema. Convinimos 
en que esta situaci6n exigia una respuesta multilateral lo mas firme posible. Para ello, 
acordamos que era necesario elaborar un plan de acci6n amplio y coordinado que 
abarcara tanto las necesidades inmediatas como las politicas de largo plazo. Con este 
fin, he establecido un grupo especial de alto nivel que, bajo mi presidencia, se 
encargara de elaborar dicho plan, en estrecha colaboraci6n con los organismos 
pertinentes de las Naciones Unidas, asi como con otras instituciones. 

En mi opinion, este plan de acci6n debe atender las necesidades humanitarias 
inmediatas principalmente en las esferas de la alimentaci6n, la nutrici6n y los arreglos 
relativos a la seguridad social; los estfmulos de corto y largo plazo a la producci6n 
agricola; la ayuda rapida a los paises que enfrentan dificultades en el suministro de 
alimentos; las cuestiones comerciales clave para garantizar que los mercados 
intemacionales permanezcan abiertos y accesibles, y que se promueva tambien 

Excelentisimo sefior 

Jefe de Estado/Primer Ministro de . . .  [Nombre del pais] 
[Capital] 



la expansion sostenida del comercio agricola; las orientaciones sobre las politicas 
nacionales que podrian ayudar a los mas vulnerables, enviando asi el mensaje acertado 
a los agricultores y preservando los presupuestos nacionales; el equilibrio adecuado 
que se ha de alcanzar entre la utilizacion de productos agricolas para reducir el uso de 
combustibles fosiles y el mantenimiento de los niveles de produccion de alimentos 
necesarios para alimentar a la creciente poblacion mundial; y la planificacion para 
situaciones imprevistas a fin de proteger la estabilidad y el desarrollo pacifico. 

Nada de esto seria posible sin la accion concertada y el acuerdo entre los 
Estados Miembros, en particular los principales agentes mundiales, en lo que respecta 
a las respuestas urgentes y las medidas acertadas. Por consiguiente, mis colegas y yo 
mantendremos estrechas consultas con usted a medida que vayamos desarrollando 
nuestras ideas, y dependeremos en gran medida de sus contribuciones y opiniones. 
Considero que tambien es fundamental que nos reunamos pronto para expresar nuestra 
solidaridad y amplio acuerdo sobre el camino que se ha de seguir. 

La Conferencia de Alto Nivel sobre Seguridad Alimentaria Mundial, organizada 
por la Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas para la Agricultura y la Alimentacion, que 
se celebrara en Roma del 3 al 5 de junio de 2008, ofrecera una excelente oportunidad 
en este sentido. El 3 de junio de 2008 pronunciare el discurso de apertura. Varios 
Jefes de Estado y de Gobierno ya tienen previsto asistir, no obstante, considero 
importante asegurar la presencia de una masa crftica de los principales lideres 
mundiales, especialmente en el primer dia de la reunion. En consecuencia, lo insto a 
que reserve tiempo en su apretado calendario para asistir personalmente a esta reunion. 
Ademas de los discursos y exposiciones oficiales que se presentaran en la propia 
reunion, espero que hagamos todo lo posible para que lleguemos a un acuerdo respecto 
de las cuestiones decisivas esbozadas anteriormente. He previsto hacer distribuir con 
antelacion un documento marco sobre las cuestiones clave para estimular la reflexion y 
ayudar en la busqueda de un acuerdo. 

Aguardo con interes vuestras ideas y sugerencias y, si es posible, espero verlo 
el 3 de junio en Roma. 

Aprovecho la oportunidad para reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia las seguridades de 
mi consideracion mas distinguida. 

BAN 
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

6 May 2008 

Excellency, 

As we are all aware, the continuing dramatic rise in food prices around 

the world threatens to tum into a major crisis involving increased hunger and 

deprivation for millions of people across the continents, with all the attendant 

risks for stability and development in many countries. The dimensions of this 

demand-driven crisis remain hard to predict, and we need to avoid creating a 

sense of panic that could add to the risks by encouraging speculation and 

hoarding. As policy makers and leaders, we also need to avoid instant and 

unsustainable responses that could worsen the situation. However, there is little 

doubt that concerted action is urgently needed to contain the crisis, alleviate its 

efforts for the most vulnerable, and lay the foundation for lasting solutions. 

I recently had good discussions with the Chief Executives of the 

United Nations system and the Bretton Woods Institutions in Bern. We agreed 

that the response to this situation requires the strongest multilateral response 

possible. To achieve this, we agreed that a comprehensive and coordinated plan 

of action had to be developed covering both immediate needs and longer-tenn 

policies. To this end, I have established a High-Level Task Force under my 

Chairmanship to put together such a plan, working closely with the relevant 

United Nations agencies, as well as other institutions. 

As I see it, this plan of action needs to cover the immediate humanitarian 

needs mainly but not only in the areas of food, nutrition and safety net 

arrangements; short and long term stimuli to agricultural production; rapid help 

for countries facing food supply difficulties; key trade issues to ensure 
international markets stay open and fluid, and sustained expansion of 

agricultural trade is also promoted; guidance on which national policies are 

His/Her Excellency 

Mr. /Mrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Title . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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likely to help the most vulnerable while sending the right signals to farmers and 

preserving national budgets; the right balance to strike between use of 

agricultural products to cut down on fossil fuel burning, and maintenance of 

food production levels to feed the world's growing population; and contingency 

planning to protect stability and peaceful development. 

None of this will be possible without concerted action and agreement 

among Member States, particularly key global players, about the urgent 

responses and right actions. My colleagues and I will therefore be consulting 

closely with you as we work up our ideas, and will depend heavily on your 

contributions and views. I think it is also essential that we come together soon 

to express our solidarity and broad agreement on the way forward. 

An excellent early opportunity to do so is afforded by the High-Level 

Conference on World Food Security, organized by the Food and Agricultural 

Organization, in Rome from 3 to 5 June 2008. I shall be delivering the initial 

keynote speech on 3 June 2008. A number of Heads of State and Government 

are already planning to attend but I believe it is important to ensure the presence 

of a critical mass of key global leaders, particularly on the first day of the 

meeting. I would, therefore, like to urge you to consider making time in your 

busy schedule to be there personally. In addition to the formal speeches and 

presentations at the event itself, I hope we will make every effort to help ensure 

we all agree on the critical issues outlined above. I plan to circulate a key issues 

framework document in advance to stimulate reflection and aid the search for 

agreement. 

I look forward to your ideas and suggestions and to seeing you on 3 June 

in Rome if at all possible. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

BAN 


