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UPDATE ON CAMP ASHRAF I ~~.~p~~J~E~ 
1. On Friday 2 March, DPA convened a teleconference with SRSG Kobler and 11JS team m -
UNAMJ to discuss the latest developments with regard to the issue of Camp Ashraf. 

2.. The relocation ofthe initial group of 400 camp residents from Camp Ashraf to Camp Hurriya 
took place on 17 February. UNHCR has successflllly completed the registration and verification of this 
group and the refugee status determination process has begun . However, the presence of Iraqi police in 
the Camp remains a highly contentious issue. UN monitors note that there appear~ to be a concerted 
effort by the camp residents to wilfully damage and sabotage the infrastmcture at Camp Hurriya in order 
to show the world that the new site does not meet humanitarian standards. In addition, the MeK has 
stepped up its propaganda campaign, including a fldl page ad in The New York Times today featuring 
several former US officials and claiming that Camp Huniya is a ·'prison'". 

3.. SRSG Kobler emphasized that the Iraqi authorities have been very patient and cooperative, but 
that their "patience is now running thin.,. They have made the necessary arrangements for a second 
transfer of400 residents on Saturday 3 March, which would be monitored by the UN. Should a second 
transfer not take place tomorrow. SRSG Kobler believes that it is likely that the Iraqi authorities will 
make another attempt in a few days . If by then no transfer takes place, Iraqi officials will go back to the 
Council of Ministers for a decision, which may lead to forcible relocation. He stresses the need to 
continue to encourage the Iraqi authorities to demonstrate continued patience. 

4.. The United States, as evidenced by a statement by Secretary of State Clinton on 29 February 
conditioning the de-listing of the MeK from the Foreign Terrorist Organizations' list with the successful 
and peaceful closure ofCamp Ashraf, continues to put pressure on the MeK to agree to a second 
transfer. However, it remains unclear if further residents of Camp Ashraf will agree to move to Camp 
Hurriya or whether they might provoke an incident. Indeed, the MeK seems to be awaiting the outcome 
of a closed meeting of the UN Human Rights Council on 9 March, which will examine a complaint 
submitted by the MeK. ·s legal advisors which calls for the appointment of a Special Rapporteur on Camp 
Ashraf. 

5. In any case, SRSG Kobler stresses the need to keep the international community and the media 
closely informed for counter-propaganda and resettlement purposes. Accordingly, we have prepared 
press lines depending on different scenarios, but will not go public unless the situation deteriorates, 
Also, looking forward, UNHCR will convene on 9 March in Geneva a donors' conference to appeal to 
Member States to provide financial assistance to the joint f1ash1and will later urge Member States to 
accept eligible residents. L. {c.... /l.._.__p) 

6. While SRSG Kobler is mindful of the 30 April deadline to close Camp Ashraf and could not 
rule out a sudden deterio~ation of the situation, he believes it is unlikely that the Government of Iraq will 
seek a confrontation in the run-up to the League of Arab States' Summit in Baghdad .. However. he 
stressed the need to remain vigilant in light of the MeK's apparent unwillingness to commit to the 
relocation process and, ultimately, leave Camp Ashraf. 
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