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Sir,

As part of our ongoing consultations regarding developments in the grave and deteriorating situation in
Syria, in particular the news regarding the horrific crime that occurred on 21 August 2013 that took the lives of
hundreds of innocent Syrian civilians owing to the use of toxic gases and the savage bombardment of the
eastern Ghutah area in the suburbs of Damascus, and in view of the discussion I had yesterday with your
envoy, Mr. Jeffrey Feltman, as well as the consultations I have held with a number of Arab Ministers for
Foreign Affairs and other officials regarding your endeavours to convene a second Geneva conference, I should
like to reiterate my complete support for your efforts towards that end. I hope that your efforts are crowned
with the success to which we all aspire.

I should also like to reiterate the point I made to Mr. Feltman, and that I discussed with you in our
telephone conversation, regarding the need to move quickly, in a joint humanitarian initiative, to convene an
urgent meeting of the Security Council, which bears primary responsibility for maintaining international peace
and security, to consider the developments in the situation in Syria and adopt a binding resolution that calls for
a ceasefire throughout Syrian territory. Such a resolution should also include provisions concerning a feasible
mechanism to oversee ceasefire arrangements, which should be under the direct supervision of a United
Nations team, in order to stop the fighting, allow convoys carrying humanitarian and medical assistance to
enter, and establish appropriate conditions for the commencement, as soon as possible, of efforts to arrive at a
political solution to the crisis. The humanitarian situation in Syria has deteriorated gravely, the number of
victims continues to rise and much the Syrian State’s infrastructure has been destroyed.

[ am confident that you agree with me regarding the importance and necessity of adopting such a
resolution as soon as possible, in order to stop the bloodshed, as well as taking the steps and putting into place
the arrangements that were agreed upon in order to convene a second Geneva conference, and arriving at a
political solution to the Syrian crisis in its entirety.

For my part, I will continue to bring up this matter with Arab States, the relevant international bodies
and Mr. Lakhdar Brahimi, Joint Special Representative of the United Nations and the League of Arab States.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Nabil Elaraby
Secretary-General

His Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-moon
Secretary-General of the United Nations
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Translated from Arabic
League of Arab States
Director of the Office of the Secretary-General

No. 5/4293
22 August 2013

Sir,

I have the honour to transmit herewith a letter from the Secretary-General of the League of Arab States
addressed to His Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-moon, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, regarding
developments in the situation in Syria. Please ensure that this letter reaches His Excellency.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Ali Arfan
Political Affairs Advisor to the Secretary-General
Director of the Office of the Secretary-General

ce: Office of the Under-Secretary-General
Office of Arab Relations

Ambassador Ahmed Fathalla
Head of the Mission of the League of Arab States
New York



THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES
Office of the Permanent Observer to the United Nations
866 United Nations Plaza, Suite 494, New York, NY 10017
Tel: (212) 838-8700 Fax: (212) 355-3909

New York, August 22, 2013

AL/61/22/8/13

Excellency,

The Secretary-General of the League of Arab States, H.E. Mr. Nabil Elaraby would
be grateful if you would kindly forward the enclosed letter dated August 22, 2013 to
H.E Mr. Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations. A copy of the letter is
attached for your reference.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mohamed Elkafrawi

Ms. Susana Malcorra

Under Secretary-General, Chef de Cabinet

to the Executive Office of the Secretary-General
to the United Nations



