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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Excellency, 

17 March 2016 

I wish to thank you for your letter of 1 March 2016 in which you recall, 
on behalf of the Member States of the Group of 77 and China, the endorsement of 
the outcome of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development 
and the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. I share 
your belief, which you had also expressed on the occasion of our meeting on 
8 February 2016, that the success of these new global agendaswill depend on 
their prompt and thorough implementation. 

In this respect, I understand your concern about the delay in the 
submission of the report mandated by General Assembly resolution 70/247 
of23 December 2015, on a comprehensive proposal addressing the effective and 
efficient delivery of mandates in support of the two agendas, which was due at 
the first part of the resumed seventieth session of the General Assembly. I am 
grateful for the oppmiunity to clarify the reasons for this delay and the actions 
I have put in place to address it. 

In order to deliver a meaningful and comprehensive "report on the 
activities undertaken by the Secretariat in support of the new agendas, the 
Deputy Secretary-General is leading an inclusive consultative process, with the 
assistance of Dr. David Nabarro, the Special Adviser of the Secretary-General on 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Climate Change. This process 
focuses on Secretariat entities but also extends to Agencies, Funds and 
Programmes, in keeping with the request by Member States to frame the report 
within the broader United Nations system. Without such an inclusive process, the 
report would not be credible or comprehensive. 

His Excellency 
Mr. Virachai Plasai 
Permanent Representative of the Kingdom 

of Thailand to the United Nations 
Chair of the Group of 77 
New York 
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The report is due to be submitted to the Fifth Committee following 
review by the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, 
as per common practice. The timeline for a review by Member States in these 
fora, coupled with the need for extensive consultations, made it impossible to 
have the report ready in time for the first part of the resumed session, as explained 
by Dr. Nabarro in his appearance before the Fifth Committee on 4 March 2016. 
The report is now being finalized and will be submitted to :tvfember States in the 
coming days. · 

I count on your continued engagement on this important matter, as we 
work together to deliver on the ambitions expressed by Member States both in 
Addis Ababa and New York in 2015. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

BAN 



Note to the Chef de Cabinet 

(Through the Deputy Secretary-General) 

Secretary-General's reply to the letter by His Excellency 
Mr. Virachai Plasai, Chair of the Group of 77 and China ~~ 

The Chair of the Group of77 and China wrote to the Secretary-General on 
1 March 2016 to express the concern of the Group about the delayed submission of 
the report of the Secretary-General mandated by Resolution 70/24 7 on the efficient 
and effective delivery of mandates in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda. 

A draft reply addressing the concerns of the Group is enclosed for the 
approval and signature of the Secretary-General. 
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1 March 2016 

I have the honour to address this letter on behalf of the Member States of the Group of 77 
and China. 

The Group of 77 and China wishes to recall the endorsement of the outcome of the Third 
International Conference on Financing for Development (Addis Ababa Action Agenda) by the 
General Assembly in its resolution 69/313 of 27 July 2015, and the adoption of the outcome 
document of the United Nations summit for the adoption of the post-2015 development agenda, 
entitled "Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development" by the 
General Assembly in its resolution 7011 on 25 September 2015. The Group recognizes the 
critical role of Your Excellency and the offices under your leadership in the process that led to 
the successful conclusion of the two above-mentioned outcome documents, and in their future 
implementation. The Group wishes also to take this opportunity to welcome the appointment of 
Dr. David Nabarro as Special Adviser on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to work 
with Member States and other relevant stakeholders to expedite action to implement this Agenda. 

In this context, the Group wishes to refer to General Assembly resolution 70/247 of 23 
December 2015, specifically its paragraph 14, whereby the General Assembly requests the 
Secretary-General to provide, at the first part of its resumed seventieth session, a comprehensive \ \ 
proposal addressing the effective and efficient delivery of mandates in support of the 2030 

l/f Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda by the Secretariat, 
within the broader United Nations system, including the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the regional commissions 
and the United Nations Development Account. Such request was made against the backdrop of 
the delay in the submission of the previous report to the General Assembly during the main part 
of the seventieth session, and the inadequate information contained therein, which resulted in 
impediments to the ability of the General Assembly to examine the proposal. 

I have further the honour to refer to my courtesy call on Your Excellency on 8 February 
2016, during which I underlined the utmost importance attached by the Group of 77 and China to . 
a successful implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Addis 
Ababa Action Agenda. In this connection, the Group is deeply concerned to learn that so far the / 
above-mentioned comprehensive proposal is still not ready for the consideration of the Fifth 
Committee, even though the first part of its resumed seventieth session has already commenced 
since 29 February 2016. 



The Group of 77 and China, therefore, would highly appreciate being infonned of the 
circumstances causing the delay in the submission of this report, as well as the status of its 
preparation and the process and timeline leading up to its submission. The Group expects that 
this new comprehensive report will be in full compliance with the mandates provided by the 
General Assembly, and in particular will address the concerns of Member States in providing 
adequate financing to the broader United Nations system for the implementation of the two 
above-mentioned outcome documents with equal attention to both the international and regional 
levels.' 

Please accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 

H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 
NEW YORK 

Virachai Plasai 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative 
of the Kingdom of Thailand to the United Nations 
Chair of the Group of 77 
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