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Dr. ph J. Buno e, Under- cret ry 1 Oo o er 1964 
for pooial Political. A.ff irs 
•• 0 orio-Tafall, e ident entativ, 

ticiem of 

Furth r to my previou c rreaJ)ondenc on th subj ot above, 

I rane !ttin t in om tion r o iv d from l>r. ~et, 

c doc or ho main d 1n 

o r bl occupation o hat to a 

rtvill during th wholo riod. 

uot - I nth l an vie on ul w o ol m th!lt in 

hi rring o th Al C iroops occupying 

rtvill e or th 18 J e and not t e otual. a.ill mando oorii'irm 

tho.t aot roop have p rf ct attitu to de popul tion. 

Cone rni.n ONU otion ho a ls tat too many xp rts a coming 

or s to a quick rvey Without ollo ing it. 

partioul ly truotio ut 



llXTRAC'l' OF Lm'TiR FROJI DR BIYIB'f (AIDiTVILLI) TO J'.S~HBI,I,D 

PLElSB IHFOBJl Iii OSORIO TA.FALL BRCIXXS ill> SA.UNDBRS THAT Ula 

I hat a talk with the belgian Tice oensul wh• telt ae that in hi■ oentrever■ial 
reJert he vaa reterrinc t• the DO- • ~ • -· •cou.17ing il bert"ri.lle bef ere 'the 
18 june ant net the aotuel. Taillemanie centiraa that actual tr••J• haTe a 
Jerfect attiwte tewart• J•Julatien. 
Oenoerninc OW acti•n he teel■ that t• lll&ll7 e:z:perta &N cellinc fer a tew 
tq■ t• •ale• a quielt aurwe;r .witheut tellewiq it. He refers J&rtiou.larl7 t• 
Kr O B7rne Gen■tl."laotiea ir••• :hi h• r•o•sni••• the excellent ••rk •t the 
PW t .... 

001 JIR OSORIO '?!FALL 
11R BROOKS 
Im SA.UNDIRS 
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TO 1 OSORIO- T ALL, LlOOPOLDVILLE 

1 BERl:lAND B, ELIS 

DATE t 25 SEPT · m R 1964 

o . • T / ELLID 168 

HAVING CRITICIS 0 

ALBERTVILLE 
,, 

LEOPOLDVILLE EMB SS 

SUR ACED BEFO . 

TO 

A CON AL:BERTVlL 

LY THOUGH HE lUU 

P OJ CTS A-1 D A- 3. 

GUILLOT lW) JUST Rt.; 

UN TION' HAD ro:tm GOOD WO 

0 OUN TED ALSO CO 

VIEW 

.i.mu,u.uF THOUGHT THAT I ABOVE WO CONDIT! 

COULD ORTH lraILE HOLDING OUT OR OTirmR Ul • 

I 

ST 

R IN HOLDING 
' 

ESS. 
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311 bethville, 23 S•pt ember 1964 

t .tt. Jo} · ~. Saunder, Deputy Reaident ial .epras ntative 
(A ini tration) Leopoldville 

FRo· t B. Bernander, Civi lien Affairs Officer, Elisa.bethvill 

1 • o:r ID¥ recent mis:.:ion ir, Al ert ville I draw an advance from the 
.olioaba-t:t1v lle a c ooun t or 200 .coo C .Fr • 

Soll\ of the xpen inc11rred relat ed more to the existing of. io 
t han tot ~ehabilitation programme, uoh as payman~ of a l ariea to 
locally e .... 11,loy d, tiXyen::ma fo't' the in. t ~llation cf the ec-B equipment, 
i:.nd o ',he:- :niacellaneous items. I t herefore d oided t o ke p th t wo 
accounts a par· te, al~~catin~ 50.0 0 O. r. of t he above sum for 
office e7.penditure. 

On y o:partu:re from Alb .rtvilla I h d&d c r r receipts and alanoe 
l O Mr .KhoUl'J, Purch ee end Supply Offioar, ands 0 gest he be ent rusted 
wit future pe t ty axponditure for runnins th& offio . Disbursement• oan 
oonveni ently be made from here , unl ss authority i ven t o r .Khoury t o 
dre.v trom the Albertv.,11:l O!TTTC . ecotm.t , Danqtle d1.t Cungo , in whi ch there is 
at present a 10 million d posit. 

I wculd lik fur+.h r ·t o have your a.bl d in t.:-uo~ion .;l, l;o what -pro­
cedure should be u ed. f'e; i'fectlng SA or allowance '!lay ant t o UlHAB 
per onn l in .Al br,.r.-•vi U.e • 

2 . The "l.ocally m loyoc:, 1,;ho r me.ined in 4lb rtville during the events 
part or ~, l the ti.cm, c1.,uai .:r~ed of 4 d:c ver and 1 "i'ou~ cravauxtt. e 

\ 

1 tter, -:l" UR.I M th.c: , -..-~e report or" !;:111 ,d .in Au- sli. -: o c.f th<J drivera, 
KAZADI Emile, d.ie~t a 1a u!'&l ... a th j mid•J11ly. FA· .AKI dr , driver, went 
int hid.:i.ug 30 Ai:._;u.s-~ ha ins b ~n r oruit d by for o y i:iie .t.'abels t wo dS¥• 
previ ously and in ar o ANC ropriaals. Gtill orking i~i .Alb rtville in 
Sept ember were or.ly 2 drivers: l ~' ', !.ouis an 1Il'OM'.B~ Sa.rauel • 

. . . I ... 



'lbe Jw i&ala.ries oft eae employees wer e pa id ile Le jeune, 
Cozmiunity Devel opman\ Expert, t h.rough i as Genevi•ve agent, Social and 
Com i ty Development liOrker, Albertville . Mr.La j una should t herefore 
be cr edi t ed with the tot $.l amount of 17.225 C.F:ro. ( ee a ttached sheet) . . s 

is Nagant atat s the two drivers, 
ab.owed ezemplary ,courage and of the 
eqe i t ion .o ea e o f ice 

99\im rq- is corr oborated by ei. 

a taki Andr", 

to her, on her 
or wo ve i-clea. e-r 

In v1 1, <:>1' this, I strongly r ee.o end a eubat-.ntial Balart inor•••, 
N'\_t-oa.otiT• from 1 Jul7 1964t f or t !le 1rw.co above entioned looal •plo7••• ., 
1n '\ok.en of t he a pr-e-ciati o.n o wh e Uni ted e.t ona • 

• Oauvreau, Chief of Pereonnal 
E. Cacouri • Adminjstretive ffiper 

t • .. 



RE9t,J 4• •• ILE L&TEUlfi, ~•rt au Developp•ent 

Oomnmautab·e, la ao•e de 17.225 Franc■ (dix-aept ill• deux-oent 

Tins'-oiaq franc■) repriaentant le r6liquat des salaire• de a 

Nom■ Poate Salaire Avance refu 15/7 Re9u Reliquat --- ..... ..-... 
JCalumba Louis Chauffeur 6.150 2.000 tr■• 4.150 Fr• Signa-

Pataki Andr • " 5.850 2.000 " 3.850 N " 
Xikoabe Samuel " 5.850 2. 00 " 3.250 .. tur•• 

Amouri Jlathc§o Toua Travaux 4.700 2.000 " 2.700 " .. 
---

'l'OTAUX 21.950.11r. 8.000 J'ra 13.950 Jra. 

Kuadi Emile Chauffeur ( 6. 750 I 2)••••••••• 3.375 

17.225 rra 

Pait l Albertville, l• 16 juillet 1964 

a. :lagant ■ignature 
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WORLD HEALTH 

ORGANIZATION 

Palals des Nation• 

GENEVA • SWITZERLAND 

Telegr. : UNJSANTE - Geneva 

In reply please refer to : 

Priere de rappeler Ia reference : 

Gl/180/11 Congo 

Dear Mr Osorio-Tafall, 

Tel. : 33 10 00 - 33 20 00 - 33 -40 00 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTE 

Palaia des Nations 

GENl:VE • SUISSE 

T<!legr.: UNISANTE-Geneve 

Dr Bellerive, as you are certainly aware, is keeping me 
posted about the various steps taken to relieve the situation 
in Albertville and other hazardous areas. 

May I avail myself of this particular opportunity to ask you 
to convey my special appreciation to Mr J. Wood for the very 
efficient assistance he gave to our Albertville personnel in the 
difficult situation they found themselves in at the time of thei r 
evacuation in June and July . 

Mr. B. F . Osorio-Tafall 
Resident Representative and 

Director of Special Fund 
Programmes, TAB/SF 

United Nations 
Leopoldville 

Yours sincerely, 

Republic of the Congo (Leopoldville ) 
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BAT 319/64 18 August 1964 

es . R pr . , tmTAB 

epr~ , Al3 

1 . isa thers, a., r ported via y SSB radio 
a 1 hours od ituation in Al er s ver distur ed . 
Ono miasionary ha and 12 oth rs put in jail . CFL was ending 
a boat to Al ertvi ening, and Dr . olombo, O, had raised 
c rtain quost·ona . I th r . e and sent th followi 
r ply y tel phone to n at th mba sy, ho rep ated tbe 

sw r to ss th rs t I c uld h ar him over th telephones 

2 . Dr . Colom o ha.s full p rmisaion 

(a) to go to lb rtVill, if he 1shes to do so, 

( ) 240 orth of nicillin and ot er dru , as he 
ap r opriate, to take o Alb rtvill . 

3 . he p in par (a) i fro Dr. lleri e . 
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ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES ,a\ UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATI~ 

AU CONGO ~ IN THE CONGO 

AUG141964 
BOITE POSTALE 7248 

LEOFOLDVIllE 
REPUBLIOUE DU CX>NGO 

CABLE: ONUC. LEOPOLDVIllE ACTION 
Ref . N°ACCN/T.ti.B- 2848 

To 

From 

. . 

. . 

Leopoldville , 13 ~ug 

r • .;; . 1. Cacouris , dministrative Office 
l 

• '.JiD.J.WU , Chief Accommodation and ,Iaintenanc 

Subject : Villa N°4 , venue Delcommune - Albertville . 

\/ith reference to your letter N°B.tT/2O3/64 dated 
3 ugust 1964 I wish to inform you that we have approached the 
Administrative Officer ' ville ur . Sheikh, who gave us in writing 
the followinc : -

"On the next day of my arrival i n 11 

"A 1ville , the town was taken over by" 
"the rebels , and I could do nothing" 
"whati ver either for the cancellation or11 

"other wise" . 

e shall , therefore investigat e the mat ter again when 
communicatiorrlwill be re- established . Until such time payment of 
rent will not be effected . 

cc : Chief Finance Officer 

B. 

r . Sheikh, dministrati ve ssistant Albertville c/ 0 Perso1mel 
Office Leo . 

r . E. Bay rl HQ !ail OPS :- Please inform this office upon 
re- es t ablishment of Communications . 
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ROUTING SLIP 

TO 

APPROVAL 

SEE ME, PLEASE 

YOUR SIGNATURE 

NOTE AND FILE 

DATE 
FRO~ 
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-

DATE 

ROUTING SLIP 

APPROVAL NOTE AND RETURN 

SEE ME, PLEASE YOUR COMMENTS -
YOUR SIGNATURE YOUR INFORMATION 

NOTE AND FILE FOR ACTION 

f~ 1~ M ~ i4 
J-J:i_ -i1~?f-~ 
1Jc1 /JA~ 
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OPERATION DES NATIONS UNIES (~) UNITED NATIONS OPERATION 
AU CONGO ~ IN THE CONGO 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

BOITE POSTALE 7248 
LEOPOLDVILLE 

REPUBUQUE DU CONGO 
CABLE: ONUC. LEOPOLDVILLE 

28 July 1964 

Mr J . M. Saunders, Deputy Director Special Fund Programmes 

Iftikhsr Sheikh, Administrative Assist~\. 

1/ 
Albertville - 18 June to 6 July 1964 

As asked by your office, I give hereunder my report for 
the days I spent in Albertville on my transfer from E'ville 
till the evacuation of ONUC personnel from that station. 

2. I reached Albertville at about 10.30 hours on 18 June 
and was surprised to see Mr Schimdt and his wife, with baggage, 
ready to leave by the same plane for Leopoldville. I asked 
him if he had not received a cable to delay his departure for 
a few days so that he could brief me. He denied having 
received such a cable(?) and told me that there was nothing 
to worry. Mr Ponticelli took me to the tovm through a deviation 
of lengthy kilometers (due to floods) and I was refused 
accommodation as there was no space in the hotel. I went to 
the house of an Indian businessman. He was glad to see me 
but horrified to learn that I was transferred to Albertville 
at that time! 

3. The information I gathered by evening from various people 
was very discouraging in that I learnt that a number of ANO 
soldiers were menacing the public and _only the other night had 
taken CF 100,000 from two non-Congolese residents. 

4. The first inkling we at Albertville had that the situati cn 
was immediately ssrious was on Thursday morning, June 18, when 
a group of ANO positioned m;:::t:b. a bazooka on the cliff facing to 
the bridge over the Lakuka (river) . The Mulelists (rebels) were 
then reported to be about 35 kilo. from Albertville. There 
was a jeep pickup of the voie, navigable positioned in front of 
the main doors of the CFL building with a machine};un mounted 
on top of the car. It disappeared an hour later . Meantime 
some truck loads of soldiers passed with a great deal of 
shouting and apparent confusion. The bazooka and other guns 
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2. 

and their crew also disappeared. 

4. The ANC started demanding keys to the cars and used them 
largely to carry things from their camp to the RR station at KM 711. 
A special boat4 three train loads were said to have gone through 
the night and the sub urban CFL workers' conveyance seemed also to 
have gone. In the boat, the following ONUC per~onnel also managed 
to leave : 

Dr Toro and family 
Dr Bennet 
Mr Besson and family 

5. Next morning, June 19, very few soldiers were visible in 
the town. I saw only one truck on its way out of town southwards . 
The two missionaries, with whom• I spent my days till the evacuation, 
told me thal'~rove up to Kankomba mission at about 0830 hours and 
found it in the hands of Mulelists who allowed them into the house, 
but they did very little and left again soon, as a fair number of 
(apparently) Mulelists were coming across the bridge and might not 
have been so reasonable. It was definitely within an hour or so 
that Enoke and Mwamba (~) drove Mr Sandwe (the President) 
and Numbe (a highly qualified Congolese) up to find the ANC Major, 
followed by a car full of police escort. Enoke ' s car was 
surrounded by the Mulelists and killed three of the occupants. 
The police meanwhile jumped out of the pickup and tried to hide in 
the grass. The chauffeur was able to turn about and got away. 
Four military (some of the police escaped?) were also kill~d and 
the seven bodies were reported to have been left on the road 
till next morning, when the missionaries saw them (about noon) at 
the morgue. One of the missionaries recognised Mr Sendwe and 
Enoke. They could not identify any of the others . (Also at the 
morgue was one Mulelist and the hearse brought another six dead 
and a seventh still breathing but mortally wounded while rl they 
were still there). 

j-
6. At about 0930 hours while Lwas returning to the house 

with my friend in his car, we encountered the Mulelists entering 
the town. A very excited group of four asked us to stop the car. 
They were armed with spears, matchets, sticks etc . , and my friend 
on the wheel got frightened. He did not stop and on the next 
corner a rebel slasked with his long lmife on our fast running 
car. Immediately we left the car on the road and ran towards the 
first house. The Mulelists gathered round the house and started 
shouting and beating the door and lmowing t hat there was no escape 
we came down and opened the door. In answer to their question 
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we said that we did not stop as we were frightened and that there 
were no soldiers in the house. They told us that they had killed 
Sendwe and others and that they were after ANC and police only. They 
left us then. We could hear scattered rifle shots in the town. 

7. At about 1430 hours I left the house to look for the other 
ONUC personnel. On my way I saw a dead man shot behind the left 
ear. I was frightened. The town was dead silent. I was alone on 
the main street. I met a opean badly slashed near the Palace 
Hotel (old ONUC H ), who was being taken away to the hospital by 
two nuns. A M:ulelist standing by warned7'iiot to run otherwise I 
could meet the same fate pointing towards- the injured man. I pushed 
on to Hotel du Lac. As I could not find any of the ONUC personnel 
in the hotel I went to the CFL docks . I had to go right through the 
knee-high water to find none there. On my way back I met Mr Van Cauter 
ONUC expert, who was transporting Mulelists . They did not permit 
me to sit in the vehicle and Mr Van Cauter picked me up later. 

8. I settled with two American/Canadian missionaries, whom I 
have referred in para.5 above, for the night in a house - the occupants 
seemed to have left in a hurry on 18 June. I slept behind the bar 
in the house as there was no other room until we were evacuated on 
6 July. 

9. On 20 June, three Mulelists entered the house where 
Mr Van Cauter with his family and some other local families were 
staying, and asked for sunglasses and watches and forced us ~o put 
them on the table. They returned all the watches except mine, \'7hich 
perhaps attracted them as it was almost new and expensive. Witness 
to this highhandedness were Mr Van Cauter and others. Of course, 
in the following days, they took watches, money, hand bags etc. 
from other ONUC as well as private persons. 

10. Requisitioning of cars commenced on Saturday and by Monday 
evening aJ.most all the cars were gone . However, three vehicles 
remained with OMS. 

11 . In about four days, the Mulelists had killed 45 Congolese 
including soldiers and police who could not es cape. Now t hey were 
coming right into the houses asking for food and money . The Minister 
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for Health in Sendwe's cabinet was nominated as President of the 
National Liberation Movement. 

12. I saw Mr Grand Jean trying to send out a message. As all 
h1-

messages had to be screened I wonder whether j.._was able to send any. 

13. All UN staff members had moved in the empty houses on the 
CFL hill area. The teachers were very panicky and frightened as 
their place was constantly frequested by the Mulelists for money 
clothes, radios and food. They lost a lot. 

14. On 20 June, a plane flew high at about 1666 hours roughly 
N-S. Also on 21 June, a small blue plane ( Air Bruce) flew over 
high, circled, went south down the lake high, and about five minutes 
later came back low, fast, offshored and drew rifle fire. On Monday 
22 June and also on 23 June, an Air Congo plane, four-motor, drew 
a good deal of fire. 

15. On Tuesday, 23 June, the Mulelists under the chairmanship 
of the new President held a trial of Genevay (an ex police officer) 
and retained him in custody. 

16. I paid salaries of the local staff by borrowing money from 
Mr Van Cauter. Copies of the Pay Ro• l with signatures of the staff 
have already been sent to Mr de Candia. This amounted to CF 32,346. 

17. On 29 June, Mr Sumailot arrived in Alberiville. 

18. On 30 June, there was a small gathering outside the Bank 
to celebrate the 'Independence Day' ! 

19. As nothing was safe in office, I could manage to leave some 
of the office machinery with Mml. Nagat, a Social Worker, who agreed 
to take the following to her house: three typewriters, three indola 
table fans, one dulicator and one Remington adding machine. Due to 
transport difficulties, other office equipment could not be moved. 
I obtained a receipt from her which I now have handed in to 
Mr Cacouris. The keys of the office are lying behind a flower pot 
entering the living room of Dr Van Damme's house on the CFL hill 
where I spent my days until evacuation. 

20. On 2 July, three rebels forced the UN~SCO teachers to pay 
CF 10,000 as damages because Mr Foulonneau's son and Mr Campbell (teacher) 

l,.r4-<z.,L alleged to have touched them. (Please note that the Mulelists had 
'dawa' annotated on their forehead by the witch doctor which as they 
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claimed made them invincible and they believed that bullets fired at 
1lllMm would return and kill the person :iDoting at them, and that touching 
of their body by other than Mulelist voids the charm!). The 
situation was awful. 

21. Mr Castrillon was taken to the Muelists' camp. He was 
questioned for hours and one angry Mulelist hit him. During this 
whole period, ONUC personnel had lost plenty of money, personal 
effects, radios and watches etc. to the incessantly exacting Mulelists. 

22. On 4 July, a UN flagged boat entered the docks, and we were 
told that ONUC personnel would leave by 1600 hours. 'i'le were asked 
to obtain laissez-passer from the President and the Surita. Among 
other formalities we had to pay a fee of 400 CF per head and I 
paid CF 2000 for my LP and for a few other T.J.NES CO teachers who had 
no money at that time. 

23. Procedural negotiations for the evacuation between Mr Wood 
and the Muelists could not reach at any conclusionfct:ay. Attitude 
of the Mulelists and their leaders could well be explained by Mr Wood 
as I wa~p~rty to ~ such negotiations . We were of course glad 
to leave on 6 July with the minimum possible personal effects. 
Mr Sumailot thought t hat I had too much money and took all the 
CF 25,000 in the pres ,,nce of :l'Y'[r Wood who considered any kirrl of 
protest useless and advised me to surrender the money. 

24. When I was making inquiries concerning evacuation from 
UN staff individually, Mr Lejeune told me that if ONUC HQ allowed 
him he would prefer to stay. Anyhow, he was among us on thebgay of 
evacuation and the reasons why he was refused to leave could explained 
by Mr Wood who was near the desk with Mr Surnailot helping clearing 
the staff members. As there was no time for me to ask Mr Lejeune 
and I was on the farther end of the queque (in fact I was the last on 
the queque) I do not know the circumstances which forced :.rr Lejeune 
to stay back in Albertville. I now understand that he has already 
arrived in Bujumbura. 

25. We arrived Bujumbura at about 1400 hours on 7 July. On board 
I had again borrowed CF 1200 from Mr Van Cauter to pay for my food . 
While almost all teachers left for their home, Mr F.oulonneau was 
there. He was furnious. He blamed Mr Wood for everything. As to 
why there were no reservations for him and his family and what 
instructions Mr Wood had from HQ, I have no idea. ~hey left for France 
on 11 July and I proceeded on sick leave to Uganda. During my stay 
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6. 

in Albertville, I lost appetite, weight and sleep. The facts that 
I was right in there to go through all this trouble, the Mulelists' 
attack on my car, robbing of watch and money and day and night-long 
breaking in the house to look for food, money and arms left me all 
perturbed and I had no proper place to sleep. The food was equally 
a great problem for me. I got bad and Dr Estime recommended me 
sick leave.for one month which of course I curtailed to fifteen days 
as .I was sure to feel better after that rest. 

26. 

a) 

I ther efore feel that -

some concrete steps should be planned for real 
security of UN personnel in situations like this 
and that the agreement that A.NC are responsible 
for the security of UNO staff members is 
impractical. I have nothing but to sec ond the 
mature judgment of Major Lawson who came to the 
Congo with the Nigerian detachment and won DSO 
for his work that "Wherever the troops ( Congolese) 
were stationed, the local population lived in 
a state of terror. The soldiers were completely 
undisciplined, and pillaged at will ••• • ". Truly 
speaking, the public suffered and feared more 
of .A.NC; 

b) there should be some independent arrangement of 
communication with HQ. Reliance and dependency on 
..-cFL in Albertville during the period under 
report perpetuated in ' no-hope' for UN personnel; 

c) necessary steps for general compensai~o~~~li~ cannot 
account for the losses be taken; 

d) the vehicles and other office equipment which could 
not be transported to a safe place (if any) in 
Albertville would perhaps have to be Vl!'itten off. 
Action also is required for the liquidation of any 
contract for accommodation; and 

e) as Dr Be11net is the only UN staff member remaining 
in Albertville and the fact that there is no other 
doctor in the town, I wonder what could be done 
about him. 
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m2233 appointment remy nsengiyumva professional,, trainee p-1 
tep iii fixedterm two years basi approved he dQuater pending 
at1 factory rnedicaL cLe~rance. offer appointm,nt being mail d 

through you = 

col.. etat m2233 

bcr Leo 2 

onuc Leo 
tra 1403 

gr y ca addisabab + 

P-1 111 
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OPERATION DES NATIONS UNIES ta\ UNITED NATIONS OPERATION 
AU CONGO ~ IN THE CONGO 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Mr. J. Saunders, 
D/CAO Civilian Operations 

Chief, Audit and Inspection Service 

Audit and Inspection Re:po,rt No . 135 
Civilian Operations Administration - Albertville 

3 

JULl 61964 

ACT10N 

D , 1 )leted 
0-A- 1, w ed,,, ed 
D -No Action Required 
IN T N S ......... .. .............. . 

With reference to your reply dated 8 June 1964 to the above 
mentioned Report, I should be grateful if you could let me know the 
reas ons why it was considered necessar;y to retain office equipment in 
exces s of requirement. Paragraph 9 (g) refers . 



... 

~ ~ t:'~~Jtltltl -

~ 
UNITED NATIONS 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

NATIONS UNIES ~-2,;?,\--1-' 
MEMORANDUM INTERIEUR 

Mr. B. F. Osorio-Tafall, Officer-in-Charge 
United Nations Operation in the Congo 

REFERENCE: ________ _ 

THROUGH: 
S/C DE: 

FROM: Ralph J. Bunche, Under-Secretary 
DE: 

1. I have read with interest your memorandum of 14 July 1964 
on the above subject and the enclosed copy of Mr . John Wood ' s 

report to you of 10 July . I am in general agreement with the 

measures suggested with regard to communication, rotation of 

personnel and staffing of the field offices . These are , however , 

questions which fall entirely within the area of TAB 1 s jurisdic­

tion. I understand they are being ~onsidered at present by Mr. 

Owen I s off ice. 

2. I appreciate asmuch as you do the excellent job dohe by 

Mr. Wood, and I am enclosing copy of the telegram I sent him on 

7 July. 
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17 July l 
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ULl.lr"i!tnt, r;,....-,,,11., 
"<'PJ .. TJH". 
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OPERATION DES NATIONS UNIES ' UNITED NATIONS OPERATION 
AU CONGO ffl IN THE CONGO 

,...,._,,./ ~ -
BOITE POSTALE 7248 • . 4,1 

LEOPOLDVILLE ~ "-'~ 
REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO ,~ J 

CABLE: ONUC. LEOPOLDVILLE ~ ~ 

..-~ ../l1 p~-

Le 10 juillet 1964 CL.i* 
,-.. I "ti 

A: Monsieur B. Os orio-Tafall, Repr~sentant Residant de l'ONUC 

Du: Conseiller Juridique Principal pour la Mag· 

Objet: ' Assassinat de 4 magistrats a Albertville.-

1. D'un cable regu de Bukavu, il ressort que quatre magis­
trats et juges congolais auraient ete assassines a Albertville 
par les de tenus lib~r e s par les rebelles, au moment de la prise 
de la ville. 

2. Le Ministere de la Justice, avant de difuser cette 
nouvelle, voudrait •en avoir/confinnation. 

3. A cet effet, j'ai ete sollicite de prier l'ONUC d'es­
sayer d'obtenir de son Representant dans la r , gion, confirma­
tion de ces assassinats. 
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OPERATION DES NATIONS UNIES (~) UNITED NATIONS OPERATION 
AU CONGO • IN THE CONGO 

BOI'l'E POSTALE 7248 
LEOPOLDVIl.LE 

REPUBUQUE DU CONGO 
CABLE: ONUC. LEOPOLDVILLE 

14t July, 1964. 

To: Mr. B. O"orio-Tafall, Offioer-in-Oharge. 
From: J .Wood, Uneso~ .., r .J-.... 

5 

Material losses UN and Unesco Staff Albertville 

It is beyond my scope to be able to give 
belongings were stolen, pillaged and extorted. 
the means are manifest. The facts as concerns 
follows: 

a description as to how personal 
In conditions of anarchy 

the general situation are as 

Dn the 23rd May the rebels seized control of Albertville and neutralized 
the .ANO. Confusion and breakdown of law and order. On the 27tll the ANC 
regained a tenuous control in circUJ1stances of continuing disorders. On 
tke 18th June t e ANO abandoned controi of Albertville and the rebels arrived. 
All expatriates were rounded up and taken to a hotel in town. Their houses 
were left unprotected and open to pillage. For the sake of safety the 
expatriates grouped in a small area around the C.F.L. Company's housing estate. 
Their houses were for the most part left abandoned. Expatriates llad no 
means of transpprt and confined their appearance on the streets to the strict 
minimum for fear of being molestee. It was unwise and unsafe to go searching 
for belongings in houses that had been abandoned. Furthermore, it was useless 
to collect more belongings to take away than one could physically carry. 

Those who departed on the first boat of the 18th June, whilst the 
ANC were still nominally in control of Albertville ha&but a few minutes 
warning and departed with practically nothing. Even these had to pay the 
ANO "guards" on the boat in order to be allowed to board. Those who 
departed in the evacuation of the 6th July normally took with them one 
suitcase each. This was on ray instructions as too much baggage risked to 
prolong the 11 formalities 11 at the departure and so prevent others :from boarding 
the boat. Even so, I personally saw money, radios, typewriters and other 
objects con:liscated by the rebel leader Soumialot at the departure. 

I would like to place clearly on record that I consider anyone 
foolish enough to protest vigorously against the theft and extortion to which 
he may have been subjected by the rebels in Albertville would take his life 
in his hands. It is easy in retrospect to criticise those who have abandoned 
their belongings, but I for one did not feel the risk wbrthwhile to do tuknt: 
otherwise. 
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TAB 
Leopoldville 

LEO/ Adm.in. /CM.38 

To 

From 

Subject 

15 July 1964 

Chiefs of Mission of the Specialized Agencies and 
Senior Advisers of other Technical Assistance Units, 
Leopoldville 

B.F. Osorio-Tafall, Resident Representative and /"'t '. · 
Director of Special Fund Programmes, TAB/S~ ·:,;/ / /4-.££( 
Loss of personal possessions by e..xparta / 
leaving Albertville 

In the recent evacuation from Albertville, experts were forced 
to leave behind a good many of their personal posse8sions. Those 
mission chiefs concerned will be taking up with their headquarters 
offices any claims that may be made by experts (see paras. 9 through 
13 of my Leo/Admin./CM 12 of 1 June 1964). 

The following extract from a report by Mr. J. Wood, the officer 
who was in charge of the evacuation of exper+s and dependents by the 
beat "Dhanis", outlines the circumstances in which personal possessions 
had to be left behind. 

" On the 23rd May the rebels seized control of Albertville. 
Confusion and breakdown of law and order. On the 27th the ANC 
regained some control in circumstances of continuing disorders. On 
the 18th June the rebels returned. All expatriates were rounded 
up and taken to a hotel in town. Their houses were left unprote~ted 
and open to pillage. For the sake of safety the expatriates grouped 
in a small area around the C.F.L. company's housing estate. Their 
houses were for the most part left abandoned. Expatriates had no 
means of transport and confined their appearance on the streets to 
the strict minimum for f ear of being molested. It was unwise and 
unsafe to go searching for belongings in houses that had been 
abandoned. Furthurmore, it was useless ~o collect more belongings 
to take away that one could physically carry." 

"Those who departed on the first boat of the 18th June, had but 
a few minutes warning and departed with practically nothing. Those 
who departed in the evacuation of the 6th July normally took with 
them one suitcase each. This was my instructions as too much 
baggage risked to prolong the "formalities" at the departure and so 
prevent others from boarding the boat. Even so, I personally saw 
money, radio_s, typewriters and other objects confiscated at the 
departure." 



I am writing to thank you for your letter of July 

10 and to express by deep appreciation for all the help 
given by the United Nations in the recent evacuation of 

British subjects from Albertville. 

I should be glad if you would express my thanks to 
Mr. John Wood ror the part he played in this successful 

operation. 

(E. M. Rose). 

Mr. B.F. Osorio-Tafall. 
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TAB 
Leopoldville 

l.. RemaimpJ.i in .!l bert':.ille 

Dro De121et, WlIO 
I(r,, Lejeune, Communit7 Dawlopment 
Mlle., Vielvoye, UNESCO 

2o Evacuated. to MW!!>ura by the~ 

( a) Departed di~ct from Usumbura -

Mr. Adom.s 
Mr., Campbell 
I-Q.la Canda.s 
Mr .. Falardeau 
lnle Fomel!.• 
Mro lla.sba..n1 
Mr. Ka.bane 
m. et Mmme ~elaon 
I,!r., Beja.rd 
Kr. Balter 
lb-.. Nostaert 
blro Vermeulen 
Mr. Ferey 
Mr., Cheriez 

mmsco 
ff 

w 
u 
~ 

it 

• 
It 

If 

ff 

ff 
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~ 

tt { £:rota rvianono) 

14 July 1964 

(b) Departed via Leopoldville in transit to home country 

.M,. et Mme. Fow.onneau + 3 enfante UNESCO 
Mr., Delbeoq-11 UNESCO 
Mr .. Derenne " 

(c) Transferred to Leopoldville 

Mro and mrso Pontioellis Customs 
Dr.., .l:!:stima, WHO 
Dro Stanojevic, \lllO 
Dro Castrillon, HHO 

{d) On leave 

:t.ir. a.rid Mrs. Van Ca.ute:r + 2 enfa.nts Public Worlts (Kisonyi) 
Mr.,. Shsi.kh, ONUC (Nairobi) 

cca Mrc- Osorio-Ta.fall 
Dr .. Bellerive 
riir. lloni:uon 
Mr. Larcher 
Mr. Kui tenbrol.-w1er 
Mr. de Candia. 
Mr., Ga.u-v·reau 
Mr., l3ro-;;•ui 



l July 4 
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• If the 558 coula hav• been rel••••• by the military at an 
earlier •at■,•• it w•• f■r Bukavu, th r• ia n• •■ubt that we caula 
have airect cawnunic■ti■n■ LN alwill•/Albertvilla . 

9. The c■mm nt■ ma•• by • W.e• an the behavieur ef ea 
expert■ ha■ bean tranllfflitt■■ ta the r • ective chief• •f miaaiena in 
LNp l•ville . 

10. Th• 1u !••tie ••vane•• fer th• retati■n af eaical 
ra■nnel in Albertville r■ beint aiacua•e• with Or. Bellerive, th■ 

repnaantativ• in the C■nt• • At the ••me ti benefi1tin9 fre the 
viait ta Lea ■lcvill• af the ere entative ■f the Internatienal ••­
Crees, an affert will be ••• te rali•v• Dr. B~ynet in aue ti•• 

ll, e ascertain th reepensibility f■r appeintint •• 9ian■l 
R resentative in Albertville a man wha rav•• n t ta be qual.fiea far 
that ■ifficult jab. It mi1ht be ai• h waver that eur instructiena war• 
fer same ••Y• af averla pint between the farmer re reeentativa, Mr. Saith, 
an4 the new repnaentative, Mr. Sheikh. It ia theu9ht that if we cul• 
have ha■ in Albertville aurin9 the paat venta a man ef the stature af 
Mr. Kunitzber9er, the c•n•itiens ef •ur peraenn 1 there waula be much 
batter. 

12. I wen4ar if ws caul• raper• a net far the Pres, 91vin9 the 
facts af aur re cu xpeaitien. It w ul• rv th u ■ful pur ••• af 
"preaentin9 the truth",minirnizin9 the im ac, af aaverH ca enta u•• by 
the jeurn llata an the basis af inaiviaual ex erta • state nta. 

13. I intan4 ta aa■reaa ta Mr. W.ea an afficial letter,alatint eur 
a preciatien far the aifficult jab well aene . 

14. In the letter ta Or. unch■ we aheula requaat that h■ himaelf 
•••r••• a latt•r •' thank• t• "r• W.••• 
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