
• ~ THE S E C RETA R Y-G E N E RAL 

15 May 2008 

Dear Mr. Hochberg, 

I regret that I cannot be with you for your annual celebration of the 
Park East Synagogue and Day School on the important occasion of Israel's 
60th anniversary. ,> 

Rabbi Arthur Schneier has always been a great friend of the 
United Nations, as you and your community know well, and I salute both you 
and him with great personal warmth. Your work for the Alliance of 
Civilizations and the Appeal of Conscience Foundation is known to all. Your 
efforts to promote human rights, interfaith dialogue and cross-cultural 
understanding are an outstanding model of what individuals, working together, 
can accomplish. The visit to your synagogue this spring by Pope Benedict XVI 
is testament to your good works. 

Please accept my gratitude and best wishes on this august occasion. 

Mr. Herman Hochberg 
President 
Park East Synagogue 
New York 

Yours sincerely, 

' ; : : . -! 



Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO 

16/05/2008 11 :44 AM 

Dear Ms. Benton, 

To "Laura Benton" <lbenton@pesyn.org>@UN-MAILHUB 

cc 

bee 

Subject Re: Park East Synagogue Dinner 

Further to the below request, I am pleased to send you a message from the Secretary-General for 
your event on 5 June, along with our best wishes for a successful celebration. 

Kind regards. 

Ruxandra 

S D 0 C2906. pdf 

Ruxandra Ferascu 
Communications and Speechwriting Unit 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
United Nations 
Tel. 212 963 4092 
Fax. 212 963 5965 
Email: ferascu@un.org 

"Laura Benton" <lbenton@pesyn.org> 

"Laura Benton" 
<lbenton@pesyn.org> 

05/05/2008 04:51 PM 

Dear Ruxandra, 

To <ferascu@un.org> 

cc 

Subject Park East Synagogue Dinner 

Please let me know if We could get SG's message by the end of this week. 
Many thanks, 
Laura 

Laura Benton 
Office of Rabbi Arthur Schneier 
Tel: (212) 439-6168 
Fax: (212) 439-6174 



OS Ban Ki-moon ltr.doc 



By fax: (212) 972-6975 

March 12, 2008 

The Honorable Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary General 
United Nations 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Secretary General , 

-·., . -~\fv 
, · MRM 

We cordially invite you to be an Honorary Co-Chair at the 1181h Annual Dinner Dance of Park ( 
East Synagogue and the Rabbi Arthur Schneier Park East Day School dedicated to the / 
advancement of education on June 5, 2008, 6:00 p.m. reception , 7:30 dinner, at the Pierre Hotel. : 

This year we are celebrating the State of Israel's milestone 601h anniversary. As part of that 
celebration Israel's Permanent Representative to the United Nations Dan Gillerman and Janice 
Gillerman will be honored as Patrons of Education. Ambassador Gillerman is the eloquent voice 
of Israel on the world stage. He represents the Jewish State with pride and dignity and with firm 
conviction in the righteousness of his cause. Ambassador Gillerman became only the second 
Israeli ever to serve as Vice-President of the UN General Assembly. 

It is with admiration that we will recognize Michael Scharf, our former President, for his 25 years 
of inspired leadership as our Synagogue's president. Michael has been a leading American 
industrialist for many years, while generously supporting many worthy charitable causes. Michael 
and Fiona Scharf have contributed greatly over the years to make Park East a center of Torah 
and excellence in education. 

Jack and Pati Haber are the recipients of this year's Parent Leadership Award. Jack is Vice 
President, Global Marketing and eBusiness at Colgate-Palmolive. The Habers have been at the 
forefront of ensuring excellence in elementary education. 

Rabbi Arthur Schneier, our internationally known spiritual leader has for the last 46 years, 
inspired the congregation to contribute much to New York City's quality of life as a religious, 
educational and cultural center. Founded in 1972 the Day School, named in his honor, has 
provided an excellent education through early childhood, elementary and middle school. · 

_We would appreciate receiving your message to be included in our Comme.li!Q..@ti)lfl_J.QUrilal. 

Sincerely yours, 

Herman Hochberg 
President 
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UNITED NATIONS • 
~ 

NATIONS UNIES 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

MESSAGE ON THE OCCASION OF THE 70TH BIRTHDAY 
OF RABBI ARTHUR SCHNEIER 

New York, 4 June 2000 

It gives me great pleasure to join in celebrating the 70th birthday of 
Rabbi Arthur Schneier and in paying tribute to an outstanding and world­
renowned public figure .. • 

The United Nations is founded on universal ideals such as tolerance, equal 
rights, the peaceful resolution of disputes and the dignity and worth of the human 
person. But it takes dynamic, committed individuals to bring those ideals to life. 
Rabbi Arthur Schneier has taken that summons to heart. From the Balkans to 
China and the former Soviet Union, on issues ranging from religious freedom to 
democracy and conflict resolution, he has helped people and nations to overcome 
their differences and find a common interest in cooperation and peace. His work 
has complemented that of the United Nations and greatly enriched the global 
community. 

Our world is changing, and the United Nations is changing with it, 
adapting to globalization as well as to new threats, new forms of armed conflict 
and new manifestations of bias and discrimination. With the efforts of 
Rabbi Schneier and the many men and women he has inspired to get involved, the 
world stands a better chance of meeting these complex and urgent challenges. In 
that hopeful spirit, I am pleased to have this opportunity to congratulate him for a 
lifetime of articulate and effective public service. 

Kofi A. Annan 

/ 



UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

MESSAGE FOR THE APPEAL OF CONSCIENCE FOUNDATION 
WORLD STATESMAN AWARD CEREMONY 

New York, 25 September 2007 

I am delighted to convey my greetings to all of those who have gathered for this 
important event. You meet on the opening day of the United Nations General 
Assembly' s general debate, my first as Secretary-General. These next few days in New 
York promise to bring an intense period of multilateral diplomacy. World leaders are 
gathered on the banks of the East River with a renewed interest in multilateral solutions 
to the challenges facing our world. 

Discussions are being held on many pressing issues, from Darfur to Iraq, from 
Afghanistan to the Middle East, as we seek to advance our quest for peace in those 
troubled lands. But if we are to build enduring peace around the world, we also need to 
protect the one and only planet we all share. So the issue of climate change will loom 
large at the UN. It is also at the top of the personal agenda of the recipient of this year's 
World Statesman Award. 

Both at home and on the international stage, Angela Merkel has been one of the 
most dynamic leaders in the world on climate change. Thanks to her perseverance and 
diplomatic skills, Group of Eight leaders committed themselves in June to a multilateral 
process within the United Nations framework, accepted their responsibility to act on 
emission reductions and eventual cuts, and called for closure by 2009 on a global 
agreement, under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, to 
ensure that there is no gap between future climate change policy and the expiry of the 
Kyoto Protocol in 2012. 

Yesterday, I hosted a high-level event on climate change at the United Nations. 
One by one, world leaders spoke of a new sense of commitment to tackling a problem 
that affects us all -- and above all the most vulnerable populations on our planet. I thank 
Angela Merkel for her part in galvanizing the consciousness and conscience of the world 
on this issue. 

Let me also thank Rabbi Arthur Schneier and the Appeal of Conscience 
Foundation for their efforts in promoting human rights, 'inter-faith dialogue and cross­
cultural understanding in our world. Please accept my gratitude and my best wishes for a 
memorable ceremony. 

Ban Ki-moon 



UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

MESSAGE TO THE APPEAL OF CONSCIENCE FOUNDATION 
40TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER 
New York, 21 September 2005 

It gives me great pleasure to convey my greetings to this annual awards dinner. 

You gather just days after the end of .the World Summit at United Nations Headquarters 
in New York, the largest gathering of world leaders ever held. That event produced some 
important commitments from Member States: strong support for the Millennium Development 
Goals; the establishment of a new Peace building Commission to strengthen our efforts to help 
countries recover from conflict; clear acceptance of a responsibility to protect people from 
genocide, war crimes and ethnic cleansing; and management reforms that will render the United 
Nations itself more transparent, accountable and effective. 

Difficult as the negotiations were to produce this outcome, the true test comes now, in 
implementing the commitments made by world leaders. We will need to move ahead on all 
fronts- security, development and human rights- simultaneously, since these issues are so 
inextricably linked, and progress in one area depends on and reinforces gains in another. We 
will also need the force of global public opinion -- civil society groups and concerned citizens -­
to monitor progress, and to tell us wh~ther the reforms and the actions go far enough. 

The work of promoting mutual understanding between people of different faiths and 
cultures, so central to the United Nations and the Appeal of Conscience Foundation alike, will 
also play a crucial role in building a safer, more human world. Events of recent years have 
heightened the sense of a widening gap and lack of mutual understanding between societies, in 
particular Islamic and Western societies. That environment has been exploited and exacerbated 
by extremists. With this in mind, last July I launched an initiative for an Alliance of 
Civilizations. Co-sponsored by the Governments of Spain and Turkey, the Alliance is intended 
to advance mutual respect among people of different religious beliefs and traditions, and to 
reaffirm humankind's increasing interdependence in all areas. Other governments and 
organizations are expected to take part, and I am grateful to Rabbi Arthur Schneier for agreeing 
to become a member of the High-level Group that will guide the initiative. 

I thank the Foundation for its unwavering commitment to religious freedom and human .<; 

rights, as well as its wide-ranging programmes to promote mutual understanding and co_nflict 
resolution. I congratulate this year' s winners of the Appeal of Conscience awards. And I offer 
everyone in attendance my best wishes for a memorable evening.. ' 


