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U THANT

for the Degree of DOCTOR OF LAWS

In an era of limitless danger for all mankind, when the most

powerful weapons of destruction threaten nations great and

small alike, we turn to you -- the man of peace -- for hope

and courage to face an uncertain future. In your high office

as Secretary General of the United Nations, a post you have

occupied for seven years with great distinction, you are at

once the shield and the reliance of the peoples of this suffering

earth who have prayed so long for peace. Your voice is their

voice. And your brave blue and white flag is their flag. To

your open house of glass beside the East River, they send

their representatives to plead the cause of all who abhor war

and seek the quiet paths of peace. And when all else fails,

they look to you to act alone, if need be, under the Charter

of the United Nations to "save succeeding generations from the

scourge of war. " Few men have ever borne heavier responsi-

bilities and none, to our knowledge, has ever faced them with

greater devotion to a noble cause. Native of Burma, dedicated



U THANT

world citizen, skilled diplomat and conciliator, you are the

effective symbol of peace and good will. Our prayers will be

with you wherever you go on your mission. In token of our

faith in you and in the efforts of the United Nations, I wish you

godspeed and present to you this Columbia University degree

of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa.

Andrew W. Cordier
Acting President

3 June 1969


