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UN I T E D  N A T IONS N ATIONS UN I E S  

THE SECRETARY-GE NERAL 

MESSAGE TO THE NATIONAL CREDIT UNION FEDERATION 
OF KORE A ON ITS 50TH A NNIVERSARY 

Seoul, 7 September 2010 

It is a pleasure to send greetings to all who have gathered from across Korea 

and Asia to commemorate the 501h anniversary of the National Credit Union 
Federation of Korea. 

Cooperatives play a vital role in human progress. From farming and 

manufacturing to financial services and many other realms, they create job 
opportunities, facilitate entrepreneurship, improve working conditions, promote 
social integration and help people to overcome obstacles to commercial 

and market opportunities. At times of economic distress, they can strengthen the 
resilience of the poor and vulnerable. 

Cooperatives are based on the principles of self-help, burden-sharing and 
reciprocity. With an egalitarian ethos, participatory decision-making, common 

ownership and commitment to goals beyond the profit motive, they remind the 

international community that it is possible to pursue both economic viability and 
social responsibility. 

Recognizing the importance of cooperatives, the United Nations General 

Assembly proclaimed 2012 to be the International Year of Cooperatives. As we 
prepare for that observance, I urge Governments to adopt policies that support the 
establishment and development of cooperatives. Consumers can help by buying food 
produced by small-holder cooperatives and using the credit unions that are an 
important part of the movement. Together, by cooperating, we can achieve the 

Millennium Development Goals and build a better world. 

Please accept my congratulations on this anniversary, as well as my best 
wishes for many productive years to come. 
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Secretary-General's message for the Korean Credit Union's 50th anniversary, 
7 September 2010 Iii 
Sandar HI a to: nacufok 01/09/2010 03:25PM 

Cc: Elizabeth Wanic 

Dear Mr. Zhang, 

We are pleased to send you the Secretary-General's message for the 50th anniversary of the Korean 
Credit Union. 

Best regards, 

Sandar 

koreancreditunion.doc 

Sandar Hla 
Communications and Speechwriting Unit 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
Room NL-3015L, NewYork, New York 10017 

Tel: +1 212 963 3120 
Fax: +1 212 963 5965 
Email: hlas@un.org 

'--------'---R:_:_ u-'--'x-'--a-nd-'--r-"-a-F_e-'-- r-'-a-'-s-'--cu'--�ID--'-e-'-- a-r _M_r_. Z_ h_a_ng , I am writing on behalf of Mr. Mi. .. 

From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Date: 

Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO 
nacufok@cu.co.kr 
Sandar Hla/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
12/08/2010 05:07 PM 

12/08/2010 05:07:06 PM 

Subject: Request for video message from the Secretary-General for Korean Credit Union's 50th 
anniversary, 7 September 2010 

Dear Mr. Zhang, 

I am writing on behalf of Mr. Michael Meyer, Director of Communications in the Executive Office of the 
Secretary-General. Thank you for your letter to the Secretary-General of 23 July 2010 in which you invite 
him to provide a video message for the 50th anniversary of the Korean Credit Union. Unfortunately the 
Secretary-General will not be able to record a video message at this time. However, he will be pleased to 
send you a written message, which 
will be sent to you closer to the date of the event. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ruxandra Ferascu 
Communications and Speechwriting Unit 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
United Nations 



Tel. 212 963 4092 
Fax. 212 963 5965 
E-mail: ferascu@un.org 



To: nacufok@cu.co.kr 
Cc: Sandar Hla/NY/UNO, 

Bee: 

Subject: 
Request for video message from the Secretary-General for Korean Credit Union's 50th 

anniversary, 7 September 2010 

Dear Mr. Zhang, 

I am writing on behalf of Mr. Michael Meyer, Director of Communications in the Executive Office of the 
Secretary-General. Thank you for your letter to the Secretary-General of 23 July 2010 in which you invite 
him to provide a video message for the 50th anniversary of the Korean Credit Union. Unfortunately the 
Secretary-General will not be able to record a video message at this time. However, he will be pleased to 
send you a written message, which 
will be sent to you closer to the date of the event. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ruxandra Ferascu 
Communications and Speechwriting Unit 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
United Nations 
Tel. 212 963 4092 
Fax. 212 963 5965 
E-mail: ferascu@un.org 
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Official Video Me.ssage request for Kor-ean :Credit tJn.ion''s 50th anri1versary 

Dear Mr. Ban Ki Moon, 

It was mY great honor t,o h.�ar that UN General Assembly .adopted :an�d prodairne'd the 
year 2012 "th:e Internati(;mal Year of Cooperatives". I strongly believe ·tha.t the credl.t 
c-ooperatives will. just as they have b.eeh for the last 160 years., make every effort to 

improve the social and economic conditions of the indigenous peop1:es and rural 
communities all over the world. 

Since 19$0. Korean Credit Unlqns, established. on th� value nf self�heip, self-relia-nee, 
and cooperation, haN"e grown fast with its every member's effort and ·commitment though 
jt had. a lot of challenges and diffj:t;plties, 

At this c.orning September 7th, 2'010, Kor:ean credit umon is going to ,have its 50 years 
celebration. Personally I would like to invite you to this meaningful ·event, but I'm afraid 
yo:ur s9hedule wouldn't allow you to visit UiS this Septemb-er. 

M�Y I politely ask you a favo-.r inste�d? C_ould you send u-s a vide.o me:s§-agf3 for Ko:rean, 
credit <::;o·operativ.es . �hich -contains your congratulations 0.1.1 Korean Credit uni6n�s Golden 
Jublleoe's celebrati.o-n? 

Ptease find the attache-d fife for ,a brief ovetview concermng Korean credit uruon history 
for the last fifty years� and please feel free to ask .any question:s. Please let me know 
your excellent .opinion at your most convenient time. 

Tae-jong Zhan:g 
Cl}airper�qn ,&; President · 
National Credit .Uuion Feqer�tiC?.� pf ;K,orea. 

�lu /'(!; 
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<•} ASSOCIATION OF ASIAN CONFEDERATION OF CREDIT UNIONS _.$." 
Our Ref.: 112 

Mr. Kim 
Assistant Secretary-General 
United Nations 
New York, NY, 10017, USA 

July 23, 2010 

Re: UN Secretary General Message for the 50th Anniversary 
of Credit union in Korean Credit Union Movement 

Dear Mr. Kim: 

Greetings from the Association of Asian Confederation of Credit Unions! 

Attached are two letters for the Secretary General Mr. Ban� Ki-moon inviting him to 
deliver a video message on the celebration ofthe Golden Jubilee Anniversary ofthe Korean 
Credit Union Movement. 

We would greatly appreciate your kind help to receive the inspirational video message 
of His Excellency in time fat the celebration on September 7, 2010. 

Thanking you for your cooperation. 

c.c.Mr. Kim, Assistant Secretary General- UN 
Mr. Yi Kwon, DESA_UN (Kwony@un.org) 

Sincerely yours, 

Ranjith Hettiarachchi 
Chlet'£xecutive Officer 

Mr. Hee-yong Lee, ChiefExecutive Officer, NACUFOK 

8'" Floor. U Tower B1.1ilding, No. 411, Srlnakarin Rd., 
Suanluang, Bangkok 10250, Thailand · 
Tel; (66)-2-7044252-54 Fax: (66)-2-7044255 
Email; accu@aaccu � Website: www aaccu �i www.aaccu coo� 

Member: lnterhatlonal Co-operative Alliance; International 
Cooperative Banking Association; International Raiffeisen Union· 
Unitsd Nations Special Consultative Status · ' 
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Official Video Message reque-st for Korean Credit 'Onion'"s 50th anniversary 

Dear Mr. Ban Ki Moon, 

It w<�..s mY great honor to hear that UN General Assembly adopted and proClaimed the 
year 2012 11the Inteinational Year of Cooperatives". I strongly believ:e ·that the credit 
cooperaliV:es will, just as they have b.een for the last 160 years, make every effort to 

improve the social and e.c.onomic conditions of the indigenous peoples and rural 
communities all over the world. 

Since 1960, Korean Cr.edit Unions, established. on the value o:f self-help, self:-relianee, 
and cooperation, hav-e grown fast with its every member's effort and commitment though 
it hao a lot of challenges and diff4:�"P-lties. 

At this c.oming September 7th, 2010, Korean credit union is going to .have its 50 years 
celebration. Personally I would like to invite you to this meaningful event, but 11m afraid ---- -

yo.ur schedule wouldn1t allow you to visit us this September. 

M�Y I politely ask you a fa-vor instead? Could you send us a. video rpe:s�a·gf:l f;or Ko:rean. 
credit co·operatives which contains your congratulations on Korean Credit uni6n's Golden 
JubUee1S celebration? 

Ptease find the attached fife for ·a brief ov.etview concemmg Korean credit urnon history 
fo·r the last fifty years, and please feel free to ask any questions. Please let me know 
your excellent opinion at your most convenient t�me. 

Tae-jong Zhi.li1.'g 
Cl}airper$Qn & President 
Natfonal Credit Union Federatio.n of Korea. 

G tiVV' I ul-o; 
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Mr. Ban, Ki-moon 
Secretary-General 
United Nations 

Re: UN Secretary General Message for the sotb Anniversar"Jt EXECUi'iV'E'Oi=FICE 
of Credit union in Kore1tn Credit Union Movement l-.=- OFTHE SECRETARY-GEI\':RAL 

Dear Mr. Ban. Ki-moon: 

We are pleased to inform that our largest member in Asia and 3rd largest credit union 
..IDQvement in the world, the National Credit Union Federation of Korea (NACUFOK is 

_celebrating its 50th anniversary on September 7, 2010. The occasion will be witnessed lry 
more than one thousand credit union delegates across Korea and delegates from 23 countries 
in Asia. 

The Association of Asian Confederation of Credit Unions (A CC U) received the special 
consultative Status from the United Nations on July 2007. 

The Chairman and President of NACUFOK, Mr. Tae-jong Zhang requested us to 
conve their invitation to His Excellency, the Secretary General of the United Nations for an 
inspirational video message that will be flla ed at the celebration. 

-- --

T have attached the request letter of NACUFOK. It would be a great honor for the 
Korean and the Asian credit union movement to hear your inspirational message. 

c_c.Mr. Kim, Assistant Secretary General- UN 
Mr. Yi Kwon, DESA_UN (Kwony@un.org) 

Sincerely yours, 

Ranjith Hettiarachchi 
Chief Executive Oft1cer 

Mr. H ee-yong Lee, ChlefExecutive Otliccr, NACUFOK 

c_c.Mr_ Kim, Assistant Secretary General - UN 
Mr. Yi Kwon. DESA_UN (Kwony@un.org) 

Member: International Co-operative Alliance; International 

Cooperative!! Bank.ing Association; International Raiffeisen Union; 
United Nations Special Consultative Status 

Mr. Hee-yong Lee, ChiefExecutive Officer, NACUFOK 

61" Floor, U Tower Building, No. 411, Srinal<arin Rd., 
Suanluang. Bangkok 10250, Thailand 

Member: lntEtrnational Co-operative Alliance; lnterna1ional 
Cooperative Banking Association; International Aaiffelsen Union; 
United Nations Special Consultative Status Tel: (66)-�-7044252-54 Fax: (66)-2-7044255 

Email: accu@asccu,mag. Website: www aacc:a1 asia;� 
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