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United Nations {I) Nations Un�ECEIVED 
La commission internationale d'enquetes sur 

Ia Republique Centrafricaine 

nternational Commission of Inquiry on 

. the Central African Republic 

Subject: Full Report on the Jorge Castaneda incident 

Dear High-Commissioner, 
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EXECUfiVE OFFICE 

OFTHESECRETAR�GENERAL 

4 April 2014 

I promised in the brief report that I sent to you about the incident involving Jorge 
Castaneda and his decision to leave Bangui and go back to his home to send you a full report_ 

On arrival at Bangui from Geneva via Paris, we were welcomed at the airport by 
personnel from the Human Rights section of BINUCA as well as the Special Representative of · 

the Secretary-General in the Central African Republic, General Aboubacar Gaye_ After 
immigration formalities we were led to two vehicles with United Nations markings on them: 
Both were armoured vehicles and so Madame M'Baye and myself entered into one with a UN 
security Officer and Mr Jorge Castaneda entered into another with our Senior Security adviser 
with whom we had travelled right from Geneva, and so we headed. for the Town. 

At this juncture, I believe it is important to add that while in Geneva, the three 
commissioners that is, Mr Jorge Castaneda, Mme Fatimata M'Baye and myself had been 
informed about the difficulties of getting rooms for us at the Ledger Hotel during the first four 
days of arrival. Because we insisted on the fact that we wanted to lodge at the Ledger, we were 
informed that effort was being made and that some BINUCA personnel had agreed to surrender 
their rooms to the commissioners. While we were in the plane apparently another message was 

sent informing us that only one room was available at Ledger HoteL I did not open my mail box 
on the plane so I was not aware of the situation. Two other problems that Mr Castaneda raised in 
Geneva were the Problem of security in Bangui and the fact that he did not have access to Euros 
through his Dollar account card in Geneva: Both problems were solved to his satisfaction and 
that is why he travelled_ 

As we drove through the town from the airport in a convoy, escorted by Moroccan 
Soldiers, we headed directly towards the Oubangui HoteL No sooner did our vehicle stop, as we 

owe arrived at the Parking of the Hotel, my side of the door of our vehicle was suddenly opened 
and I saw Mr Castaneda's outstretched hand grabbing my hand and saying "goodbye Mr Muna, I 
am going back to the airport, I am going back to my country"_ I jumped out of the car to know 
what the matter was, only to see Mr Castaneda who was pointing to Ms Sonia Bakar and 
accusing her of being a liar. He told Ms Bakar that she was lying when she sent a message to us 
in Geneva that rooms would be available for us at the Ledger HoteL As tempers flared between 
Mr Castaneda and Ms Sonia Bakar, we persuaded her to leave the parking where the shouting 
was taking place and enter the Lobby of the HoteL 
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High commissioner for human Rights 
Palais Wilson 
Geneva, Switzerland 
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We pointed out to Mr Castaneda that the people who had volunteered to leave the Ledger 
Hotel and surrender their rooms to the Commissioners had changed their minds. Secondly we 
informed him that a room was actually available for him at the Ledger Hotel whic h he could 
occupy immediately and the rest of the commissioners would join him on the fourth day when 
rooms will be available for Mme M'Baye and myself. This logical suggestion was flatly turned 
down by our colleague on the grounds that the three commissioners must be in one hotel. 
Somebody made a suggestion which I agreed with, that we all go to the Ledger and sought out 

the situation there because apparently there were other personalities there who were aware of our 
situation and were also working with the Ledger management to find a solution. This logical 
approach to the problem was flatly turned own as another lie. In desperation I called the Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General and explaine� to him our predicament and he asked to 
speak to Mr Castaneda who refused to talk to him. Qeneral Gaye then came personally to the 
Hotel and for more than one hour tried to reason with Mr Castaneda without any success. He also 
tried as much as he could to obtain two more rooms 'in the Ledger also without any success. In a 

final gesture of goodwill, the General offered to lodge him for the four days that we would be 
obliged to stay in the Oubangui after which we could all move into the Ledger. This was not a 

solution that satisfied Mr Castaneda. 

In the end Madame M'Baye and myself took rooms in the Oubangui Hotel, Mr 
Castaneda went to Ledger Hotel where he spent the night in the room that had been originally 
reserved for him, and left the next day by Air via Morocco to Mexico. 

You will appreciate the fact that the above narration is factual. I have refrained from 
making any personal comments on Mr. Castaneda's behaviour or decision to leave Bangui the 
day after he arrived. 

cc: General Babacar Gaye / 
Ms. Susana Malcorra / 
Ms. Flavia Pansieri 

Yours respectfully, 
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Bernard A Muna 

Chairperson of the Commission 
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