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The Social Aspect

By far mos
report about the progrsss
keep the public informed

rule, this information is

from Americsa,

of the Friends

any criticism voiced in regard to ths regulations which
were lssued by the Mission.

There are a fuw points under discussion. Some com-
plain that the children of the middle classes seem to be
given preference, and they are answered that starvation
has hit the middle class as hard as the factory workers,
Seme wonder whether 4:00 P, M, would be a better feeding
time than 10:00 A, M, because it would make it harder for
the parents to consider the Quaker lunch as a substitute
for a meal, and also because a loss of twenty-five minutes
in the morning shortencd the time of instruction,

The question is raiscd whether it might be possible
to extend the help to other groups of the population., One
newspapor even publishes a lettor of a tocacher who thinks

it must be in accordance with the intontions of the "pious

Christian Friends" to exclude a child from the feeding




lausschuss
(DZA), which is called up ) givs Lhe answer, The auth-
ority of the Religious Secicty of Friunds is noever doubted
and its representatives arc held in high cstuonm.

Ono of the <ditorials yaks of "hat an expericnce
it is to sit across from those fine men who do not know
of any enmity or hatrod Thoy arce not burcaucrats, it
is stated; they know how to koep away from red tape.
"They help and help end holp rather than arguc and talk
and blamc, nfamous dolla a, the country of unlimited
¢golem 1in business, has &lso produced the othor extrome:

the purcst altrulsm and genuinc humanity glowing over the

old world,"l All papcrs agrec upon this point in grateful

reccognition of the humanitarian purpocses which have driven
28 p

the Friends to leave thelir positions in civil life and to

live up to their idcals.

1, Karlsruhcr Tageblatt, June 13, 1920,
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The Political Aspoct

There were, however, in the acceptence of help from
a former cnemy country, political issucs involved which
gave the Germans something to think about. In order to
overcome this psychological factor the newspapers kept
emphasizing the fact that the Socicty of Fricnds, in 1914
and 1917 as well as bofore, had objected to the war, that
its members had suffered for their pacifism, and that they
had done all within thcir power in order to mitigate the
terrors of warfarc whilc the war was still on, "For 250
ycars, the Fricnds have done decds of love all over the
world rcgardless of national hatred., If fricndship and
fellowship among all nations is possible at ' all they have
shown which way to go in order to achicvo this golden aim,"1
Similer statoments arc ropcated throughout the German Pross,

Nevertheless, it was with reluctance that the help was
accepted, at lcast in tho beginning, In a city like Borlin,
it was hard to find the 100,000 children for whom provision

had been made, The Kiclor Neueste Nachrichten comments on

the fact that, on April 27, 1920, only 40,000 children had

registered for the focding, Looking for an cxplanation,

the writor says: "Of course, it is bitter to accept rclief

from the hands which rocently hurt us so violently. We also

know that thc Anglo-Saxon racc likes to stage the invasion

1, Berlincr ILokalanzeiger, April 23, 1920,




of Bible socictics and to give public alms aftcr having
broken the backbonc of a people, Howevor, the Fricnds
have prcached against war and vandalism cver sincc thoy
came into being and arc not responsiblc for the trecason
of their nation,"

The inhibitions became evon morc obvious when the
English Fricnds preparcd a relief action on bchalf of
Gorman students and asked for matcrial cxhibiting the
appalling neccd among them, The students in Munich an-
swered this roquost by a statement which revcals the men=-
tality then prevailing in the minds of the so-called upper
classos, They declarc in twisted terms that thoy are giving
consideration to the fact that the Friends, in offering
help, want to co-operatc in an cffort to undo the atroc-
itics of war and the injustice of the Infamous peace

(Schandfricdec). The matorial they wero turning over to

the Frionds would allow thom to study the effcets of the
peace and would support their presumptive offorts for its
revision,

The students in Erlangen wont further and bluntly
rofused any help. They said thoy did not went to be given
proforence over any other class of the population, They

rathor demanded the revision of the treaty which aimed "at

the physical, cconomic, and spiritual destruction of the




whole Gorman nation," This doclaration was even topped
by the students in Marburg., Not only wcre they too proud
to accept any help for thomsclves but they resented the
ideca of the childron gotting help from outside, They thought
that this was "incompatible with the honor of a nation
which was defcatod but not dishonorcd" and they initiated
a campaign for funds which might render supcrfluous the
support from outsids., Thesc stautoments, made in Fobruary,
1920, did not cxpress the opinions of all studonts nor
do thoy secm to have hampered the rclicf opcrations to
any cxtent, But they reveal the psychological conditions
with which the Friends had to rockon,

The ombarrassment which some circlcs in Germany folt
about the foeding program is also rcflccted in & number
of articles which try to prove that the Gorman-Americans
were almost the only ones to support the relicf work,
"The attitude of tho Yankees is as full of hatred as ever,
savc thce Friends, pacifists and a fow socialists who, from
the boginning, werc, on principle, against hate and war "1l

Similar editorials sppcared in a number of papcrs

which roprescnted right-wing partics, They usually quote

from lottors roccived by Gormen-Amoricans, An article

written by Georg von Skal, Now York corrcspondent of tho

1, Der Tlrmer, January 15, 1920,




Woser Zeitung,l rcvcals how ecpologetic the Gorman-Americens

folt about thoir ettitude during and immediately aftor
tho war, Some irrcsponsible individuals, in their lotters
to Germany, slightly cxaggorated whatcver could be sald
to the crcdit of their groups, and thesc lotters wore
casily misinterproted, The DZA met the challenge of those
cditorials by a stotomont which made it known that loss
than onc-quartcr of the monoy invested in the rolief action
had comc from Gorman-Amcrican sourcces,

It was most unfortunatec that the idea of pacifism,
in Germany, wes linked up with the idoology of the loft=-
wing partics, In a spoech on "Sucularized and Religious
Pacifism,”EMinna Caucr points out that thc basis of pac-
ifism may be cither rcligious or social or philanthropic

or political, In 1920, the idca of a Civitas Doi or of

en intornational ordor based on Christlanity did not carry
much weight in Germany, Social and humanitarian impulscs
were stronger, In the maln, howcver, the idca of pocifism
soomed to be represcnted by the socielistic idea of an

Internationalc des Prolotariats., A peeifist could hardly

avoid being idontificd as a "Marxist," Probably a groat
deal of political tact was requircd on the pert of the
Quaker reprcscntatives in Germany in order to avoid situa-
tions which could bo intecrpreted as a liaison betweon the

Fricnds and the left-wing partics,

1, February 26, 1920,

2: Reviowed in Vossischo Zoitung, January 23, 1920.




This problem docs, howcvor, not comu to the Sur-
face in tho newspapcr clippings, There is but ono
cxcoption, In July, 1920, a number of citiecs arranged
mectings in which Carolina Wood intcrpreted the message
of the Friends, These speechcs provoked cnthusiastic
comment overywhere. In Munich, howcver, 1t so happencd

that the mooting, brought about by the Fraucnliga flir

Friedon und Volkerversdhnung, was presidcd over by women

who worc known as roprescntatives of the left-wing parties,

The MUnchoner Ncueste Nachrichteon, in its rcport on this

mecting, is full of praisc regarding Carolina's spocch but
strikes a very disagrocablc note regarding the following
discussion and it sgppears that Carolina Wood, through no
fault of her own, had been drawn into a preccarious sit-
uation, Locas extreme nowspapers roport on the same
meceting in a neutral way, Of coursc, this sort of thing
cannot quite be avoided by anyone who has contact with the
publiec,

The eoxtont to which political tendencics interfored
with relicf operations beeame particularly clecar in a caso
in which the Friends wero not immodiately involved, German

children wore invited to spend a time of reercation in

Switzerland, In order to save thoir political prestige,

the Gormans, at first, scloctod good-looking children




and left the most needy behind, Not many would bolieve
this rather incrediblc story 1f it werce told by a person
of loss authority than Abderhaldcn, While the scnding
of German children to Switzerland was in progress the

Bund dor Landwirte, a consénvative organization, madec

plans for a stay of Austrian children in Germany, Tho
circumstances left no doubt about the political back=
ground of this step.

At once, the Swiss deelarcd they would rathor take
the Austrian children and lct the Gorman farmers look after
the children of their own country. Abderhalden, Swiss by
birth, had initiatcd the scnding of Gorman children to
Switzerland, Now ho saw his work virtually sabotagcd and
revealed the facts in two articles., He intimated that tho
nced in Germany was grcater than in Austria, but that tho
Austrians tricd to display thoir predicament whilc the
Germans tricd to hide it, ©Somc American observers con-
curred in this statcment, whieh if truoc may bo derived

from psychological as well as political factors,

Incidentally, the scnding of German childron to Den-

mark suffered disturbanccs of the same naturc.

The Ethical Aspoct

There is no doubt that the Quakor work in Gormany

bore its fincst frult in a romarkeble bolstering of German




moralec., The messago which went with the rclicf opor=

ations was woll undcrstood, According to The Berliner

Tageblatt,l Fricnds "make it a point that, in cnjoying

the meterial benefit of their mission, we should not for-
got their mossage--a message of love and good will, of
roconciliastion and followship emong all meN...... 1IN
accepting this help which is offcored to us in love wo
should focl called upon to tax our own strength to the
utmost."

In the Frankfurter Zgitung,zan articlo signed M,Z,

closcs by saying that the fooding "must also become an
expericncc of the heart and a source of insight for tho
children, The tecachcrs and thosc in charge should sce to
it; thoy should tell the children about the suffering and
tho activitics of the Socicty of Fricnds; the children
should conccive the spirit which cnablss a small community
to cngage in tho great work of saving the children in Con-
tral and Southeastern Europc from starvation," Onec
teacher indccd woent as far as to suggest that the history
of the Socicety of Frionds should becomec a regular part of

the curriculum in &ll Gecrman schools,

1, April 10, 1920,

2, Juno 23, 1920,
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The expectation of what thoe spirit of the Frionds

might be able to echicve was high, Max Reieh,l says:

"Today Quaekerism gains new roots in Germany, The old
order in governmont and church has failed and many arc
sceking & now community, More and morc, the conviction
is growing that a sound rchabilitation of war-torn man-
possible through the application of spiritual
mothods rather than through political mcans and physical
force,"

The Ostsecezoitung of Stcttiqz writes: "The genuine

pionecors of the Leaguc of. Nations, the only great commun-
ity which cven in wartime did not know cncmics but only
friends and ncedy--now thoy havc come to us bringing their
message of good will, Thoy arc also willing and able to
help us spiritually, i.0., only if the like-minded among
us pull oursclves togother for cnorgetic solf-holp in tho
same spirit, This association may bring about a renais-
sance of our privatc and public life in all of 1its aspects
if the offort is continued, Would it bec possible for con-
genial groups to unitc in this spirit and lay the foun-
dations of a roligious and othicsl ronaissance? This would
mean salvation, L¢t us study the spirit and the success

of the Friends."

1., Deoutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, January 19, 1920,

2, July 16, 1920,
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These and similar cditorials give as much cevidence
as may be expected from newspaper clippings bearing out
the fact that the work of the Fricnds strongthoncd tho
moral forccs in the German pcople, There is cvidence
obtainable from other sourcos which shows that such words

were followod by action,

The Religious Aspect

The strongthening of Gorman moralc was all tho
Fricnds had cver hoped to achieve in Germany, Thoy had
not come in ordur to mokc prosclytos, and the Gormans
roccognized this fact, "How many obstacles they put in the

way of somo who applicd for mcmborship only he knows who tricd

it."l It was, howover, natural that the intoerest arouscd

in the Germans exceedoed the social, political, and othical
implications of Quakerism, Thoy wantod to know thoe depth
of the rcligious sourcos which nourishced the spirit of
the Frionda, Thec question wes raiscd as to what the
deopost convictions of the Friends were and whether thoy
had a chance to sprcad in Germany,

Quitc a number of articles decal with this topile

in groat carnest, Many of thom botray a good knowledge

1, In Darmstacdter Zeciltung, July 21, 1920,




of Quakerism and arc written with heartening warmth and
sympethy., A foew may be mentioncd:

Max Recich, Duutsche Allgcmeine Zeitung, January
19, 1920

Dr, Margeroto Rothbart, Frankfurtur Nachrichtcn,
January 30, 1920

Pfarrer Holstcin, Die Post, Berlin, Fcbruary 13,
1920

Jukundus Brubttler, Karlsruhor Tagoblatt, Junc 13,
1920

"Kloinod," Noucr GY8rlitzer Anzeigoer, Junc 25, 1920

Alfons Pequut, Frankfurter Zoitung, Junc 27, 1920

Wilhelm Schifcr, Frankfurter Zecitung, July 11, 1920

Anonymous, Ostscezoitung, Stettin, July 16, 192

P, Riedel, Diec Frciheit, July 23, 19820

Otto Herpel, Dar mstacder Zuitung, July 21, 1920

Herbort Kuhnert, Soziallstische lMcnatshefte, August,
1920

Lilly Jannasch, Dos Mittagsblatt, Frankfurt am Main,
August 20, 1920

Anonymous, Das Nouo Doutschland, Gotha, Scptomber 1920,

All writers arc decply imprussed by what the Frank-

furtor Zeitungl calls "tho simplicity and boauty and

grandcur of the Quakur idea," They all reverence the

basic beliecfs of tho Fricnds, their tendoney--as Schifer

puts it--to do good rather than to re¢st in God, the com-
pletc abscnce of a crecd or a dogma, or a sacrament or

a symbol, of a method or a clurgy, the ways of worshipping,
the democratlic order of their busincss moetings, Wilholm
Schlifer goes as far as to say that the Frionds have ful-
filled what Luther at first had in mind but later failed

to accomplish: complcte omancipation from the letter,

1, July 10, 1920,
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"If this is so, I do not know why wec still consider you

as strangers, Why do we not stand up and say: you aro
what we wanted to be and couldn't," He is ncar the point
of suggesting that the whole nation should join the Society
of Friends.

The other writers do not seem to be too far away from
this point, Some of them, however, in weighing this issue,
ask whother the movement of the Friends is open to
criticism,

Paul Ricdel says that the Frionds still rogard the
Bible as a rovelatlion, and for thls rcason he wonders
whether their religion would attract enlightened Gorman
workors., This objeetion 1s obviously bascd on an‘crror
and has nowhere becn repcated, Whatever clse is said in
the German ncwspapers as criticism against the Frionds
hits the history of their movoment rathoer than thoir prin-
ciplecs, Tho criticism conters around thrce points:

l, The Friends form a scct; their faith docs not
have the powor to dovelop into a religion of world-wide
range,

2., Pooplec of the bourgeols type have taken the lead

in the movemont of the Fricnds,

O« Quakorism is typical of the Anglo=-Saxon way of

thinking,
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development of the rising British imporiclism, Quok-
erism thus bocamec a woell integrated part of the picturc
the British Empirc, Pagquct reports about these tronds
in objcetive fashion and is rather sympathotic,

Othcrs turn this argumont into a ceriticism of tho

Friends, Das Nocuc Dcutschland quotes Troecltsch, who

had scen a conncction botween asccticism and the morale
of the middle classes, It had beun tho opinion of
Troultsch that thce ascctie foaturcs of Quakcrism mado
this religion acceptable to the middle classes, In the
Germany of 1920, the middlc classcs had broken down; so
the ideals for which they stood, The Gormans, at this
time, could not bc cxpectod to be in sympathy with what
was dear to woll-to=do people, Thoy wero - moro
casily caught by any sort of radical Lhe quict
wisdom of the Quakers who=-as the Ge

trayed the rovolutionary spirit of their best idoals, John
Bollors! motto, "Industry brings plonty," is quotcd as
charactoristic of the way the Frionds looked at lifc and

carried on their tradition,

3. Horbort Kihnert quotcs Wernle, greot Swiss auth-

ority in church history, as saying: "Wo in Switzorland
and Germany arc not Frionds nor shall ®e form Quaker

communitics, boeing the way we arec, But we arc followers
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attompt to dissociate thomsulves from the philosophy

of thoe Frionds, Kbhnecrt and othors arc inclined to in-
torprct this philosophy in terms of the pattern which,

in their opinion, characterizes the Anglo-Sazon racc,

If thore is any noccssity of connceting the raciacl issue
with a study of Quakerism, we like it to be donc the way
the Weltbfthnel puts it: the Fricnds "represont the public

conscicnee of tho Anglo=Saxon racc,"

Conclusion

In so short an cssay, only a poor cccount can be
given of the manifold impressions one gets in porusing
this collcction of ncwspaper clippings, I saw the main
result of my inquiry in a discovery which ame to me as a
rocal surprisec, May I put it this way: For a lasting
success in a country likc Germany, projocts like Penncraft
and Flanncr Housco aroe moroe important than feeding opor=-
ations in Germany itsclf, Of coursc, rclicf opurations

arc important as a captatio bonovolcntiae, But the Gormans

like to go further, They apply two mcthods of testing a
rcligion,
The first test quostions the depth of speculation

and the purity of the principles. Quekorism stood this

tost very well in 1920, notwithstanding rarc cxpressions

1ls April 16; 1920,




of criticism which, for tho purpose of this paper, we
have brought to tho fore,
The othor test 1s the question as to whother the

religion is strong cnough to crcate new patterms of

social and internetional 1life, Alfred Ehrgntroichl

reports about the manufacturing villoges near Birmingham
which were created by George Cadbury and about the gar=-
den village near York which was built by Joscph Rowntreo,
Fhrontreich refors to a book by Districh von Dobbelere

in an effort to show that the Fricnds have long since
experimonted along lines lator suggoestced by the advocates

of & land roform (Bodenrocformc Howover, on the whole

[

it appears that in 1920 the Fricnds werc not prepared to
prove by & satisfactory example that they woere able to
crcate a new pattorn of community life on the foundation

of’ their Christian beliof, And this cxample was what the

Germans asked for very, very urgently,

Deutsche Warsc, Berlin, Junc 23, 1920,

1

2., Sozialpolitik der Néchstcnliebo, Goslar,
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