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IV. REGISTRATION AND IDENTIFICATION

The first contact with displaced children, which will probably occur
at the place of collection or registration, and have had significance for
their future well-being and should, therefore, be carefully considered. The
genoral procedure for registration of displaced persons will not suffice in
the case of children up to about 14 years of age unaccumpanied by members of
their own family, a guardian or some other adult with accurste information
es to the child's identity. It 1s suggested that special sccommodations be
arranged for the reception of these unaccompanied children in order to re-
move them at once from a setting likely to be distracting and disturbing to
them. For the purpose of this discussion such accomuodations are referred to
as & Children's Reception Center., These centers should be located in a
hougse or other available building in close proximity to each Assembly Cen-
ter. There should be accommodations for consultation and residential care
in the same building if possibl:. In all instances the Children's Reception
Center should be entirely removed from the registration or other offices,
though easily accessible from such cffices.

It will be essential to ecxercise great care in selecting staff for the
Children's Reception Centers. Persons with technical knowledge, special
skills and understending of the strained and frightened mentality which will
characterise these children should be assigned responsibility for individual
care and for obtaining as much information as possible about each child.
This will involve the use of indirect methods of getting the cldarest
possible picture of the child's background as well as personal identifying
information. Wherever possible trained social workers should be assigned to
these centers and where ¢ child's nationelity is known, persons of the same
nationality will be able to work most effectively with the child. Although,
in general, women may be preferred for these positions, in many instances
men with an understanding of children may be equally successful in dealing
with them.

(a) Suggested Procedure for Registration

All unaccompanied children under 14 years of age who are
found or brought into Assembly Centers should be token immediately
to the Children's Reception Center. It will be preferable for
then not to go through the general registration procedure. In
all instances arrangements should be made to receive and register
unaccompanied children separately from adults and family groups.
Unaccompanied young persons between 14 and 16 years of age who cannot
glve identifying information or concerning whom the Registration
Office has any question, should also be taken to the Children's
Reception Center. The Welfare Officer should be notified of the
registration of every unaccompanied young perscn between 14 and
18 years of age not otherwisc referred to the Children's Reception
Center and should be respongible for seeing that eppropriate
arrangenents are mnade for their care.

While it is imperative to obtain information as to the child's
identity as quickly as possible, in many instances it will not be
possible to fill out the registration card form immediotely upon the
child's arrival at the Children's Reception Center. It will be
inadvisable to begin questioning a child directly at this point as
they are not likely to be responsive until they have become more
accustomed to the new surroundings and gained a feeling of security
that restores their self-confidence. Information should, however,
be obtained and recorded as rapidly as feasible. A record
supplementary to the registration card should be kept and all
additionul significant facts should be entered as cobtained.
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Tnis does not imply that tl: child should necessarily be
separated from the adult,

In each case where the identity of children accompanied by
»n adult is not verifie’ at the time of registration, the regis—
tration officer should interpose on the child's registration form
(after the child's ”amu), the word "unidentified"... If the adult
has given the child a name, this should be entered upon the child's
registration form with the notation "unidentified - temporary name."
Uncer no circumstances, should a child be ass.gned a name for re—
gistration purposcs without this fact being clearly stated on the
registration card,

In all instances where a child or young person is accompanied
by a person other than a member of his own family, the Welfare
Officer should be notified and the child or young person, together
with the adult accompanying him or her, should be referred to the
Children's Reception Center for consultation and a more complete
racord of the plans for the child's repatriation., It cannot be
over-emphasized that no staff member has authority to consent to or
arrange for the adoption of any child or young person brought into
an Assembly Center, Linewise, no staff member has authority to per-
mit a child or young person under 18 years of age to leave the As-
sembly Center with any person other than a parent, member of a
child's own family, legal guardian, relative or other person desig-
nated by the child's own family, or by the appropriate authority of
his own country, or by the Military or other control authority,

uggestions Pertiining to Reception and Iaentification
An unaccompanied child whose identity is established might be
kept in the Crildren's Reception Center for a very brief time,
possibly not more than two days, nending arrangements for care in
a temporary hostel or other appropriate place, In the case of
those who are without identity it might be advisable to retain them
in the Cnildren's Reception Center for a few days longer, during
which time they should be given close individual attention. This
will afford an opportunity of obtaining information by various
indirect methods which will be the most effective way of obtaining
information required for completion of the r:~istration card form,

In the case of unaccompanied children the most important thing
will be to make them physically comfortable as quickly as possible
and to give them individual care and attention in such a way as to
alay fear and anxiety., It is most important to create the environ-
ment that gives them a sense of safety and security, and that will
be conduciv- to gaining their confidence,

It siould be borne in mind that children are quick to imitate
or to identify themselves with other children, Wnere they have
suffered from deprivations or anxicty or insecurity, children are
likely to comnensate through fantasy, or make believe, as mentioned
above, Likcwise, many children may have been taught to conceal
their identity, or due to painful experiences associszted with
earlier life may have unconsciously repressed their memordies, These
illustrations suggest factors that will influence the informrtion
obtained from children under conditions likely to prévail, and
also indicate the reason why it will be cssential to have expert
nersonncl availoble, It is not merely a matter of obtaining
soceific information but of knowing how to evaluate and interpret
the spontaneous actions md responses of the child during the




da ill routir+. Exvert personnel would of course expedite the pro-
nd lacking such experts effort must be made to give guidance
1nqtr!ht1:n to persons available,

Attention is called to the fact that children even 5 or 6
ars of age may not know the full name of their porents, nirtlclﬁ
1: rly if they have been separated from them for two or three years,
Similarly they may not know the name of their own ciuntrj or viliﬁgr
igi It is possible that children even up to 8 or 9 may not
able to give accurate information depending upon the period of
2 th— m:y have been awzy from their homes.or the ‘experiences en—
immediate past, Hence all information recorded should be
ntlnnwuclw suppleme nted, Peorsuns in daily contact with these chil-
dren should be constantly alert to their conversations with other
children, during play, at meals or other activities, Ag-statcd sbove,
an important factor ;n obtaining information from children is to gain
their confidence and this is most effectively achieved through close
ersonal attachment to an adult who gives daily care and affection,
For this reason, unaccompanied children might best be placed in small
hostels that approximste a family home as nearly as possible and
which allow for close individual attention and more continuous nbser—
vation, The staff of the hostel should be carefully selected and
instructed in the kind of infermation they should be alert to pick
up and in methods of getting information indirectly from children
during the normal routines of Faily life,

Usually children will communicate wi each other mere -ﬂdi]y
than with xd;Lts the st:ff wi enlist the cooperation of the
oldcr children i ing o, may be most productive and
will alsg give ¢ ch en a 1e gsense of responsibility,

There are innumerable types of infermeticn that will be si
cant in identifying children, The following suggesticns are
means complete but indicate possible ways of getting information and
the kind of facts to be recorded:

(1) Tune child's name as he gives it.

(2) Detailed physical description, including sex, approximate
age, height, weight, color of eyes, hair, camplexicn, any
mart:s, scars, unusuzl features or characteristics,

(3) Names of any persons or places mentioned by the child and
where possible notation should be made of the circumstances
under which these weare made,

vith the child in the course of meals or sther en-
activities in other langusages using words most
stimulate npm“rivs such as the words for milk
ommon foods of different countries, mother,
f th§r, br ther, %1=tar, games or toys, etc,

elling them the most common children
erent countries -nd sing “,hgs most 1
i he

"amiliar in the country from which
: rlgm't ed
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Observe especially free play or drawings.

In the case of those of school age, any facts given about
school or teachers, Often children may remember 2 teagher's
name or that of a priest, a store keeper, brothers and
sisters or friends of the family, where they have forgatten
that of the parent or will only answer that his parent's
name was "mother" or a similar familiar word,

'dical history should be checked including previous ill-
ness, operations, accidents or injuries, circumcision,
immunization, including type of vaccination as indicated
by scar or record, family health insurance records, etc,
Germany's sccial insurance system involved family records
carefully kept there together with pclice records, es-—
peclally those for registration of arrivals or Departures
from a town,’ employment reccrds, etec,, should be consulted,

If children cannot be identified by such metheds as those
indicated above, experts will be recuired and scientific
technioues may have tc be tried, Although such technioues
are not infallible, it will be highly desirable to explore
scientific methods involving examination and testing of
physical characteristics to help determine age, nationality,
BLC,

Suggpestions Pertaining to Tracing Parents or Relatives

Immediate steps should be taken te contact all persons in Ge
many who might have information about unidentified children, Tids
should inelude any perscns whe had kept the children, doctors,
nurses, teachers, etc, AL some children may hive parents or rela-
tives going through other assembly centers a careful check should
be made continuously through tlie central registraticn cffice, Many
of the sources mentioned above, especially
and police racords will give significant clues for locating rela-
tives who may have been in Germany, Trese scurces in their own
countries are alse valuable, Another caution might be added regard-
ing reports received concerning children reputed to be of United
Nutions nationality who are in the homes ¢f German families, Steps
should be taken to establish the validity of such reports but under
no eircumstances should such children be removed from where they
are found pending final plans for repatriation, except where the
living conditions endanger the well-being of the child, Until the
identity of such children is positively verified and return to their
homes is authorized, it may serisusly endanger the child tc uproot
him from a home and expose him to the danger of being stranded in a
temporary hostel or alternatively being left entirely cdependent
in Germany,

(Tuis ;c be supplemented by specific plan for machinery to be
used,




GUARDIANSHIP AND LEGAL CUSTODY
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