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' 

Government of Denmark 
ljo details; letter of acknowledgement 
of willingness to participate for the 
action. 

v' Government of Sweden 

with statement 
seed part of the 

~ No details; letter · of acknowledgement with statement 
of willingness ;o participate in principle. 

Government of Luxembourg 
100 to~lf-of seed potatoes ,. 

It is not .·quite clear from the letter received whether this 
i~-'~nought as a gift or as a commercial loan. 

Government of Yu oslavia 
20 tons of seed wheat 

800 tons of seed oats 
1000 tons of seed potatoes 

Commercial loan. 

Some other governments have sent merely formal acknowledgements 
stating that the subject is under consideration. 

It is understood that we will inform you immediately if offers of 
gifts are received which exceed the minimum quantities so that negotiations 
would be indicated in order to study the possibility- of changing the offer 
to some other commodity enumerated in the joint UN/FAO report as being 
urgently needed. 

Your draft "memorandum of understanding" has just been received and 
I shall write to you separately on this. 

I feel with you that the Geneva discussions were useful. Although I 
have not had an opportunity of discussing the out-come with the Director­
General who returns only at the end of this week it is also Sir Herbert 
Broadley's impression that 11r . Sen does not intend to make a further appeal 
for the foodstuffs listed in the UN/FAO report. Both Sir Herbert and I 
think that if such an action was .decided upon it would be preferable if 
it were carried out by the United Nations Secretariat in cooperation with 
the International Committee of the Red Cross. It is theoretically a very 
nice idea that arerything should be carried conjointly, but practically this 
presents so many complications that often it makes action virtually 
impossible. 

' 
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✓ ~At any rate, we should have no hesitation to let you go ahead 
full steam in an attempt to implement findings of the joint UN/FAO 
missio~ other than those in the fields of seeds, feeds and . fertilizers 

~ 

alrea covered by FAO. 

With best personal regards, I am, 

., Yours very sincerely, 

F. T. Wahlen 
Director 

Agriculture Division 

I ,, 



Cable Address , FOODAGRI, ROME 

F vD AND AGRICUL URE ORGANIZATION 

OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

My dear inister, 

• C 

'✓ 1ale delle Temis di 1...-o rac;:i llo 

ROME 

COPY 

Telephone 5902 11 - 590011 

ORGANISATION DE~ NATIONS UNIES POUR 

L'ALIMENTATION ET L'AGRICULTURE 

4 January 1957 

Emergency Action for the Securing of the Spring 
,.,. Seeding Campaign in Hungary 

On 4-~ovember the UN General Assembly passed Resolution 399 inviting the 
United Nations and the Specialised Agencies to do everything in their power 
in order to help the Hungarian people in their present emergency. Subsequently 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations concluded an agreement with the 
International Committee of the Red Cross , which provides for full cooperation 
between the United Nations and the International Committee of the Red Cross in 
humanitarian action. Article VII of this agreement specifies that this agree­
ment shall not be construed to : limit the right of other United Nations Agencies 
to carry out assistance prog~ams in accordance with their terms of reference 
and in agreement with the Hungarian authorities. •:? 

In pursuance with this arrangement I asked Dr. F.T. Wahlen, Director of 
the Agriculture Division , to investigate the Hungarian needs falling 
specifically within the terms of reference of FAO. The assignment of Dr . 
Wahlen, in which he ~as assisted by Mr . P . Sinard of our Geneva Office, was 
carried out in closest collaboration with the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and its organizations in Austria and Hungary. 

Dr. Wahlen reports that the most immediate needs in Hungary are 
efficiently covered by Red Cross action. However, the funds at the disposal 
of the Red Cross are limited and make it particularly urgent that additional 
measures should be adopted if Hungary's agricultural production is to be 
restored to its full capacity at the earliest possible moment. Due to several 
circumstances, the seeding of winter cereals has been effected only on sixty per 
cent of the normal area. There is u'rgent need for the supply of seed of 
spring cereals and potatoes. The supplies required :fu:>m outside Hungary are 
as follows: 

To: See list attached. 

,· ,, 
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Spring wheat 5,000 tons 
Spring barley 5,000 tons 
Oats 2,000 tons 

,, . Seed potatoes 2,500 tons . . 
It seems to me that there is here a unique opportunity for implementing 

the Ch ter of our Organization. The quantities given above are small in 
relation to overall requir~ments in Europe and it should be possible, in my 
estimation, to fill the needs of a people in distress without great difficulties. 
However, in order ta.meet the time limits which require that the seed be ready • 
for distribution i,b Hungary between the end of January and mid-February, I ., ' 

would sugge~t that in addition to straight donations to Hungarian relief, the 
possibil¥.ies of shipping supplies through the normal commercial channels be 
investigated. This might be arranged on the basis that the seeds be delivered 
against compensation of Hungarian agricultural products after the harvest of 
1957. If this solution meets with the agreement of the Hungarian authorities, 
then negotiations should be initiated through the normal bilateral trade 
channels. In order to make sure that the quantities required can be supplied 
in conformity with the variety needs, I intend to send Dr. J.G. Knoll, Chief of 
the Plant Production Branch of the Agriculture Division, to the capitals of 
these countries which indicate that they wish to partidpate in this emergency 
action. 

In addition to the needs in seeds for the spring seeding campaign, there 
is also urgent need for feeding stuffs and fertilizers. This is a matter which 
I propose to take up as soon as further information is available. This 
information will, I believe, reach me in the very near future. Immediately I 
am in a position to assess Hungarian requirements for such supplies I shall 
write to all Governments Members of the U.N. or the specialised agencies with 
respect to the additional needs mentioned. The present communication is only 
addressed to those governments in Continental Europe who are likely to be 
able to make a very qufuck contribution in the varieties of seeds required, 
viz., the Governments of Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland and Yugoslavia. 

I trust that this appeal will meet with your wholehearted understanding 
and I am looking forward with the greatest interest to your first reaction, if 
possible by cable. 

Yours sincerely, 

B.R. Sen 
Director-General 

I ,, 
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This letter was addressed to: 

T~e •Minister of Agriculture of: 

t' 
Austria 
Belgium 
Denmark 
France 
Germany ~ • 
~taly .' , 

. ' Luxeriibourg 
.,.._ ·. etherlands 

Sweden 
Switzerland 
Yugoslavia on 4 January 1957 

' ,, 



o,:;;;ANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES POUR 

L' ALIMENTATION ET L' AGRICULTURE 

ORGANIZACION DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS 

PARA LA AGRICULTURA 

Plee•e quote , 
Reference, 
Sirvase clter , 

COPY -" 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 

ROME 

My dear Minister 

Y LA ALIMENT ACION 

Cable Address, fOODAGRI, ROME 

Tel. 590011 - 590211 - 599071 

16 January 1957 

-,,, 
-~ Emergency Action to Help the People in Hungary 

' 
I · ·efer to my letter of 4 January concerning an emergency action 

for the securing of the spring seeding campaign in Hungary. In the 
second paragraph of that letter reference was made to the urgent need 
also for feeding stuffs and fertilizers. In the meantime a joint UN/FAO 
Mission has visited Budapest in order to gather further information on 
the relief needs of the Hungarian people. It has been agreed between 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations and myself that a joint report 
n1i this mission will be presented to the General Assembly as soon as 
possible. In the meantime there exists agreement between the two organiza­
tions that FAO continue its action vigourously because its success depends ~ t: 
on meeting certain deadlines set by the agricultural production year. 
I am, therefore, in a position now to give you the details promised. 

First of all let me say that my letter of 4 January met with a 
wholehearted response. I am in a position to inform you that the 
14,500 tons of seeds have been promised by a number of Governments either 
as a gift or in the way of bilateral transactions. The Hungarian autho-

JA rities have agreed that FAO shall have the right to supervise the V\ distribution of the gifts along the lines of an agreement existing between 
the International Committee of the Red Cross and the Hungarian Government. 

A careful assessment of the need for feeding stuffs taking into 
account such help as has already been promised by some neighbouring countries 
of Hungary amounts to 150,000 tons of which 20,000 tons should be avail­
able by the end of January, 60,060 tons by the end of February and further 
70,000 tons by the end of March. The shortage of feeds which stems from a 
poor harvest causes premature slaughter of animals to the extent that there 
is a considerable surplus of meat in spite of all available refrigeration 
space being used to the limit. There is danger, therefore, that production 
capital in the form of animals not yet ripe for market will be lost with the 
consequence of later shortages. In fact, the UN/FAO Mission has reported 
that while present food supplies even in Budapest can be described t oday 
as reasonably satisfactory there will be a very critical period beginning 
about May and ending not before the availability of the new harvest. 
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. . 
/ 17ith regard to the compos i tion of eventual shipments, maize and 

barley, eventually feed wheat, are equally useful and concentrates of all 
kinds would, of course, be most welcome. Vhile in the case of the seed 
supplie the Hungarian authorities have agreed to secure them if necessary 

• t~ ugh the normal commercial channels or exchange arrangements within the 
normal bilateral trade channels, they cannot envisage such solutions in 
the c e of feeding stuffs because the overall trade picture in cereals 
has of late years been on the negative side and it cannot be expected that 
·exportable surpluses will ,,be available out of the 1957 harvest. The scarce 
currency reserves 9.n the other hand will have to be used for the import of 
consumer goods u 0 ~ntly required for the Hungarian people. This then 
means th,at in. the case of feeding stuffs only straight donations could be 
taken tP,to consideration, to which th provi s ions for the control of 
distrib ion menti ne i ab e wou l al so a ly. 

The same appli es for fertilizers where there is a great need for 
nitrogen and phosphoric acid fertilizers. It is difficult in this case 
to make an accurate assessment ince fertilizer consumption has been re­
latively low over the pos t-war period compared with 1estern ropean 
countries. However, assuming that manufacture will be interrupted for a 
period of approximately three months due to the acute coal and power 
shortage this would roughly mean a gap of 15,000 tons of nitrogen fertili­
zers and 37,500 tons of phosphoric acid fertilizers with an average content ·• 
of 20;; nitrogen and phosphoric acid respectively. 

Discussions were ~lso held with respect to the situation in farm 
machinery. Hovever, upon close exa~ination I have decided not to submit 
the list of needs which has been established in consultation between the 
mission and the Hungarian authorities. The requirements are too diverse 
for any action which would facilitate the situation of the Hungarian peasant 
for whose benefit FAO has taken this initiative. It will interest you in 
this connection that the proportion of arable land cultivated by individual 
peasants before the events of October amounted to about 67% and may be 
estimated at 75% presently. 

The present communication is addressed to those Governments in cpn­
tinental Europe which received m;y first letter. I tru.st that this appeal 
will meet with the same generous response which was accorded to the first 
one and I am looking forward with the greatest interest to your reply. 
You have have been advised by cable in the meantime that one of my officers 
will be available for consultations with your delegates to the forthcomin5 
session of the Agricultural Committee of ECE which meets in Geneva on 
14-18 January. This officer together with Mr. Pierre Sinard, FAO economist 
stationed with ECE in Geneva , who was a member of the UN/FAO Mission, 
will also be glad to arrange for contacts between your representatives 
and the Hungarian delegation to the meeting mentioned above. 

Yours sincerely, 

B. R. Sen 
Director-Ge?m'al 

I 
, r 



This letter 
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The 
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was sent 

Minister 

* ,.,. 

to: 

of Agriculture 

i' 

of : Belgium 
Denmark 
France 
Germany 
Italy 
Luxembourg 
Netherlands 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Yugoslavia 

with copy . for information to the respective 
Agricultural Attaches in Rome who had attended 
the first meeting on the emergency action for 
Hungary. 

' ,, 



ORGANI: TION DES NATIONS UNIES POUR ORGANIZACION DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS 
PARA LA AGRICULTURA 

/' 

L' ALIMENTATION ET L' AGRICULTURE 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

Y LA ALIMENTACION 

Pleese quote : Ag Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 

ROME 

Cable Add ress: fOODAGRI, ROME 

Tel. 590011 - 590211 - 599071 Reference , 
Slrvase clter 1 

18 January 1957 

My dear Mini$_ter, , 

.Emergency Action to help the people in Hungary 

On 4 November the UN General Assembly passed Resolution 
399 inviting the United Nations and tlte Specialized Agencies to 
do everything in their power to help the Hungarian people in their 
present emergencyo Subsequently the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations concluded an agreement with the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, which provides for full cooperation between the 
United Nations and the International Committee of the Red Cross 
in humanitarian action. Article VII of this Agreement specifies that 
this agreement shall not be construed toril.imit the right of other ,~ 
United Nations Agencies to carry out assistance programs in 
accordance with their terms of reference and in agreement with the 
Hungarian authorities. 

In pursuance with these arrangements an understanding was 
reached with the International Committee of the Red Cross during 
the latter part of December 1956 on the most effective method that 
FAO might apply within the terms of reference of this Organization. 
At the same time investigations on the needs were carried out in 
closest cooperation with the organizations of the ICRC in Austria 
and in Hungary. 

Subsequently a joint UN/FAO Mission visited Budapest in order 
to gather further information on the relief needs of the Hungarian 
people. The:msults of this mission have been presented to the UN 

( 
General Assembly in a joint report which has been agreed by the 

1 ✓ Secretary-General and myselfo I enclose a copy of the food and 
agriculture section of this report for your information . 

TOs see list attached 

' ' ., 
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You will see from it that, in view of the urgency in the 
s pply of seeds, I approached a number of Member Governments in 

... ; •continental Europe with an invitation to participate in supplying 
the 14,500 tons of seeds either as a gift or in the way of bilateral 

~t~ansactions. This action was limited to those countries which 
were in a position to, supply within the short period available seeds 
of the required quan~ities. 

In ~e second phase of the FAO action which includes feeding 
stuf.fs an.d· fertilizers, I am now approaching a. number of other 
Gov:ernments including that of your own country because there is no 
te.61\nical reason for restricting the possible list of contributors. 
As you will see from the appended report, the amount of feeding stuffs 
needed, taking into account such help as has already been promised 
by some neighbouring countries of Hungary, a.mounts to 150,000 tons. 
Of these, 20,000 tons should be available by the end of January, 60,000 
tons by the end of rebruary and further 70,000 tons by the end of 
March. The shortage of feeds which stems from a poor harvest causes 
premature slaughter of animals to the extent that there is a considerable 
surplus of meat in spite of all available refrigeration space being ,;i 
used to the limito There is danger, therefore, that production 
capital in the form of animals not yet ripe for market will be lost 
with the consequence of later shortages. In fact, the UN/FAO Mission 
has reported that while present food supplies even in Budapest can 
be described today as reasonably satisfactory, there will be a very 
critical period beginning about May and ending not before the avail­
ability of the new harvest. 

With regard to the composition of eventual shipments, maize and 
barley and eventually feed wheat, are equally useful and concentrates 
of all kinds would, of course, be most welcome. While in the case 
of seed supplies, the Hungarian authorities have agreed to secure them 
if necessary through the norwal commercial channels or exchange 
arrangements within the normal bilateral trade channels, they cannot 
envisage such solutions in the case of feeding stuffs because the 
overall trade picture in cereals has of late years been on the negative 
side and it cannot be expected that exportable surpluses will be 
available out of the 1957 harvest. The scarce currency reserves on 
the other hand will have to be used for the import of consumer goods 
urgently required for the Hungarian people. This then means that in 
the case of feeding stuffs only straight donations could be taken 
into consideration. 

' ,, 
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The same applies for fertilizers where there is a great 
need for nitrogen and phosphoric acid fertilizers. It is difficult 
in this case tb make an accurate assessment since fertilizer consumption 
has been relatively low over the post-war period compared with 
este~·European countries. However, assuming that manufacture will 

be irl~errupted for a period of approximately three months due to the 
actlte coal and power shortage this would roughly mean a gap of 
15,000 tons of nitrogen fertilizers and 37,500 tons of phosphoric 
acid fertilizers with an average content of 2o% nitrogen and phosphoric 
respectively. 

I may add that the 14,500 tons of seed referred to above 
have already been offered by some of the Governments approached in 
my first letter either as donation or within the normal bilateral 

~ trade relations. This Organization has undertaken the:msponsibility 
for a control of proper distribution within Hungary which follows ~he 
lines of an agreement between the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and the Hungarian authorities for the control of distribution of 
Red Cross donations. The same principle would be applied to any 
donations your Government may wish to make in the field of feeding 
stuffs and fertilizers. I should be glad to furnish you with any 
additional information required if you so desire by way of sending 
a competent officer to discuss details with you should your Government 
decide in principle to associate itself with the emergency action. 

Yours sincerely, 

B.R. Sen 
Director-General 



. ' . •, 

This letter was sent to: ,. 

The Honorable the Secretary of State, Washington 

,; 
he Honorable the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 

The Honorable the Secretary of State for External Affairs, 

The Minister of Agriculture of Norway 

The Minister ~of Agriculture of Ireland 
,. 

The_ ~inis•ter of Agriculture of Spain 
.,.., 

The Minister for Economic Affairs, Portugal. 

(written 18 January, despatched 19th) 

I 
, I 

London 

Ottawa 
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COPY .. 
REPUBLIK OSTERREICH 

,. BUNDESMINISTERIUM FUR· 
LAND- UND FORSTWIRTSCHAFT 

' Emergency action for the :93curing of the 
Spring Seeding Campaign in Hungary 

,, 
Mr • . B .R. Sen 
Director-General of th~ Food and 

WIEN January 11, 1957 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 
viale delle Tjrlae di Caracalla, ,. 
Ro m•.e 

. ' 

My d~hr Director-General, 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of January 4, 1957. I have 
given very thorough consideration to all the relevant circumstances and 
it is with sincere regret that I must inform you that now Austria is not 
in a position to participate in the emergency action for ensuring spring 
seeding in Hungary by donating seeds. Owing t o the influx of very large 
numbers of Hungarian refugees Austria is faced with unexpected and heavy 
financial obligations. At present the extent of this financial burden is 
uncertain but it will indubitable reach a level which will severely affe~ 
Austria's economy. 

At the discussions with the representatives of FAO first of all the 
delivery of seeds of summer barley was requested. It is, however, not 
yet possible for us to estimate exactly our home requirements of these 
seeds in springo This will essentially depend on the weather conditions 
during this wint.er. As, therefore, the seeds could not be delivered in 
due time and furthermore the compensation mentioned in your letter would 
not be conform to the normal practice of Austria's foreign trade, it does 
not seem possible that Austria participates in the emergency action through 
the proposed commercial channels. 

I regret very much that I must give you such an unfavourable reply 
to your request. The heavy economic burden which Austria is carrying at 
the present time precludes any participation in such ventures even in 
circumstances which arouse all our sympathies and which in normal times 
would ensure our cooperation. 

Please accept the assurance of my consideration. 

(signed) Thoma e.h. 
ederal Minister of 

Agriculture and. Forestry 

' , r 
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Il Ministro ' . 
per l'Agricnltura e le ·toreste le 18 janvier 1957 

M,.olifsieur le Directeur General, .. 
j'ai l'honneur de me referer a la lettre que le 4 janvier vous 

z adressee a s.E. le Ministre Segni, afin de trouver des semences 
a envoyer en Hongrie pour les ensemencemente printaniers. 

Ace propos j'ai le plaisir d'informer V.E. que le Ministere de 
l'Agricultur~,- apres avoir pris les contacts necessaires a trouve les 

dispd~ib~lites suivantes: 

·~ Ble pour ensemencement selectionne: 16/17 quintaux, (subdivise 
en 10/12 variates, dont l'aptitude n'est pas sure); 

Orge monde selectionne: 600 quintaux; 

Avoine rouge pour herbage, selectionnee et reproductions 
danoises: 4.000 quintaux. 

Les susdites quantites sont disloquees dans les entrepots de la 
"Federconsorzi", dans l'Italie centrale et du nord. 

11 n'y a pas de disponibilites de pommes de terre pour ensemence­
ment exportables, etant donne que les stocks suffisent a peine aux 

necessites nationales. 

Ence qui concerne les aliments pour le betail et les engrais 
mentionnes au dernier point de votre lettre, le Ministere de l'Agriculture 
est deja entre en contact avec les industries et les organisations "ad hoc" 
dans l'attente des renseignements ulterieurs que V.E. aura la bonte de me 
faire connaitre quant aux types et aux quantites necessaires en Hongrie. 

Je profite tres volontiers de l'occasion pour vous prier d'agreer, 
Monsieur le Directeur General, l'expression de mes sentiments de haute 

consideration. 

Son Excellence B.R. Sen 
Directeur General de la FAO 

Roma 
Viale Terme di Caracalla 

I sig) Colombo 

' ,, 



Ambassade des Pays-Bas 
Bureau de l'Attache Agricole 
6861 E/JR. 
/ 

Rome, 21 January 1957 
Via P.S. Mancini 2 

., 

Dear Dr. Wahlen, 

;' 
To the Director of the Agriculture Division 
of the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
Rome 

I am writing to you regarding FAO's action for Hungary. 

As I told you this morning during our telephone conversation, 
I have now received instruction from my Minister, Mr. Mansholt, ,1 
to inform you that the Netherlands Government is prepared, in 
principle, to make available to FAO, in the form of a gift, in 
aid of the Hungarian people, a quantity of two thousand five hundred m. 
tons of seed potatoes. The Government's final decision and its formal 
communication to FAO will follow as soon as confirmation is received 
that the Secretary General of the United Nations is in agreement with 

FAO's action. 
f" 

Yours sincerely, 

sig . Dr.C.C.L. Eygenraam 
Agricultural Attache 



COPY. 

Ambassade Royale de Su~de Rome, January 28, 1957 ,, 

, Sir, 

I havj,been instructed to inform you - in reply to your 
le~ters .of January 4 and 16 to the Swedish Minister for 
~iriculture, Mr. Norup - that Sweden is in principle prepared 
t'c -' participate together with other countries in the FAO 
emergency relief to Hungary in respect to seeds. 

The Swedish authorities are very interested in getting 
the soonest possible detailed information from the FAO as to 
the possibilities and the ways of practically carrying out 
this relief action. They would further much appreciate it 
to be informed as to the participation of other countries 
in the FAO relief to Hungary and how their contribution is 
proposed to be put into effect. Mr. Konig, First Se..cretary 
of this Embassy and Liaison Officer to the FAO, will call 
on Dr. Wahlen to discuss the matter further with him. 

Accept, Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration. 

His Excellency 
Mr . B. R. Sen 

Director-General of th~ Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations, Rome 

(:¢ric von Post) 
Swedish Ambassador 



Der Bundesmini"'ter .• 
fur Ernahrung, Landwirtsc~aft 

und Forsten, Bonn 29. Januar 1957 

Hil-fsaktion Ungarn 
'I 

*Eerr Prof. Knoll, als Beauftragter der FAO in der Saatguthilfsaktion 
fur garn, wurde heute in Begleitung Ministerialrat Dr. Rohrbach vom 
Herrn Minister zu einer abschliessenden Besprechung empfangen. 

Herr Prof. Kpoll legte dem Minister 
,.,. 

1. •. den __ Text einer Vereinbarung zwischen der FAO und den 
· bevollmachtigten Vertretern des Landes Ungarn 

2. das Protokoll einer Besprechung mit dem Internationalen 
Komitee vom Roten Kreuz in Wien 

vor. In beiden Dokumenten werden die Einzelheiten der Verteilung des 
Saatgutes und der Ueberw~chung durch Beauftragte der FAO festgelegt. 

Nach ausfuhrlichen rlauterung , die Herr Prof. Knoll zu einzelnen 
Fragen der Rilfsaktion gab, und die sich insbesondere auf Fragen erstreckten, 
die Herr Direktor Wahlen in seinem Schreiben vom 19.1.1957 an den Herrn 
Minister behandelt hatte, stimmte der Herr Minister der Lieferung von Saat­
gut nach Ungarn als Geschenk der Bundesregierung endgultig zu und erklarte 
sich damit einverstanden, dass, gemass dem Vorschlag der FAO, das Saatgut 
im Wege des Verkaufs an die letztempfangenden ungarischen Bauern abgegeben 
wird. Er nahm Kenntnis von dem Wortlaut der Empfangsbescheinigung, die 
hierbei von den Bauern zu unterzeichnen ist und in der die westdeutsche 
Herkunft des Saatgutes ausdrucklich erwahnt ist. 

Der Herr Minister machte zu den ihm vorgelegten Dokumenten einige Vor­
behalte , die er fur die endgultige Vereinbarung der FAO mit der ungarischen 

Regierung gern berucksichtigt haben mochte: 

1. Zu Seite 4, Verteilung des Saatgutes, Punkt 3b. 
Der Verteilung von 15% des Saatgutes an die Genossenschaften kann 
nicht zugestimmt werden. Die Gesamtmenge muss an freiwirtschaftende 

Bauern ausgegeben warden. 

2. Zu Seite 7, Zahl der Beauftragten der FAO. 
Der Herr Minister sprach den 1Vunsch aus, dass die Zahl der Beauf­
tragten der FAO, die fur die Ueberwachung der Aktion eingesetzt 
werden, nach Moglichkeit etwas erhoht werden sollte. 

3. Er bittetauch zu erwagen, ob die Waggons mit dem Saatgut nicht durch 
Beauftragte der FAO begleitet werden konnen, um den Transport sicherer 

zu gestalten. 

' , r 

~-----------------------
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Der Herr Minister legt Wert darauf, dass die Verwendung des 
Verkaufserloses nur unter Einschaltung des Internationalen 
Komitees vom Roten Kreuz geschehen kann. Diese Einschaltung 
des Internationalen Komitees vom Roten Kreuz ist auf Seite 5, 
Absatz 4 der Vereinbarung mit der ungarischen Regierung vorge­
sehen und in Punkt 11 des Protokolls zwischen der FAO und dem 
IKRK in 1ien bestatigt worden. Danach steht die Bestimmung uber 
die Verwendung des Erloses dem Spenderland zu, das mit dem Inter-

t nationalen Komitee vom Roten Kreuz daruber nahere Vereinbarung 
trifft. Ueber die erfolgte Verwendung des Geldes wurde das IKRK 

der,J:fundesregierung Rechnung legen. 

_': Herr.Prof. Knoll wurde vom Herrn Minister ermachtigt, auf der Sitzung 
di~~am kommenden Freitag in Genf zwischen Vertretern der FAO, der UN und 
des IKRK stattfindet, das endgiiltige inverstandnis der Bundesregierung 
mit der Hilfsaktion - mit den oben angefuhrten Vorbehalten - mitzuteilen. 

Der Herr Minister gab Auftrag, die vorgesehenen Saatgutmengen unver­
zuglich zu kaufen und fur den rechtzeitigen Abtransport Sorge zu tragen, 
damit die von der FAO genannten Liefertermine eingehalten werden konnen. 
Danach soll die Gerste zwischen dem 1. und 15. Februar und der Hafer 
zwischen dem 15. und 25. Februar die deutschen Abgangsstationen verlassen. 

Vor Absendung des ersten Transportes ist Abruf durch die FAO abzuw,a:;rten. 

Die Transporte sollten bis zur osterreichisch-ungarischen Grenze in 
geschlossenen Zugen erfolgen, da der Uebertritt nach Ungarn uber eine einzige 
Grenzstation erfolgt und vorher keine Verteilung der 1qaggons notwendig ist. 

Alles Nahere uber die Abwicklung der Transporte ergibt sich aus der 
beigefugten Anlage uber die Besprechung zwischen der FAO und dem IKRK. 
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MiNISTERE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES Luxembourg, le 1 fevrier 1957 

,, 
Mons~eur le Directeur, 

,' 

Me rejirant A votre lettre du 4 janvier 1957, concernant 
l'actian d'urgence en vue d'assurer les besoins de semence de 
print.&~ps en Hongrie, j' ai 1 1 honneur de vous informer que le Gou­
vern~~~nt luxembourgeois est pret A mettre a la disposition de 
l'agriculture hongroise cent tonnes de plants de pommes de terre. 

Je saisis cette occasion, Monsieur le Directeur, pour vous 
renouveler l'assurance de ma consideration la plus distinguee. 

Monsieur ~.R. Sen 
Directeur general de 
l 'Organisation des Nations Unies 
pour l'Alimentation et l'Agriculture 
Rome. 

I ,, 



AMBASSADE ROYALE DE DANEMARIC 

Rome, 4th February 1957. 

◄ 

·Sir, 

J.nr. 75.c.32. 

Referring to my l~tter of the 21st January 1957, 
' 

in which I informed you that the Danish Government on principle 
, 

are willing ~b talce part in the FAO-action in accordance with 

the _~esolu~ion ho. 399 regarding help to the Hungarian people, 

approved on the 4th November 1956, by the United Nations' 

General Assembly, I have the honour, upon instruction eceived 

from the Danish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, to inform you 

that it would be preferred that the Danish delivery of the 

additional contingent of seed potatoes be exercised by the FAO 

on behalf of the Danish Government and that the contacts be­

tween the Danish authorities and the Hungarian Government be 

limited to the practical arrangements connected with the 

delivery as to the sending and payment of the delivery etc. 

Accept, Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration. 

His Excellency 

B.R. Sen 

Director-general of the F.A.o., 

Rome. 

(signed) Holger ffi3ch 

' , I 
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AMBASSADE ROYALE DE DANEMARK 

Rome, 4th February, 1957 • 

... . 
Sir,.,, . .,, 

, With reference to your letter of the 16th January, 

1957, to the Dan.ish Minister of Agriculture regarding the ,.,. 
., 

urge~l Hungarian need for food stuffs and fertilizers I have 
.,...·. 

the honour to inform you that the Danish Government, talcing 

into consideration our offer of additional supplies of seed 

potatoes and the actual supply situation in Denmark, do not 
y--­

for the moment find it pratically possible to participate 

in this part of the FAO emergency action. 

I beg you to receive, Sir, the assurance of my 

highest consideration. 

His Excellency 
B.R. Sen, 

Director-General of the F.A.O. 
Romeo 

(signed) Holger Bech 
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Notes of Dia5;ussion with ICRC on Friday, 15 February 

f , I 

Discussions in Washington 

Mr. Michel and Mr. Willie Meyer said that they had met with a fairly 

favourable response from State Department officials who said •that the main 

technical difficulties in the way of providing relief supplies other than 

for traditional relief were the the United States legislative restrictions 

on the sale of supplies within Eastern European countries. There were of 

course also major political aspects of this problem. They will pursue means 

to overcome these difficulties, and hope to have a decision from the Secretary 

of State within a week or ten days as to his views on policy. They also 

indicated that the United States would not oppose relief action by other 

Western nations. Mr. Michel said that he had asked the State Department 

officials to make this position known to other governrnenu, particularly 

in Europe, as soon as possible. 

Flour: 

'With regard to specific items, Mr. Michel said that the United States 

is considering the possibility of providing a large quantity of flour 

(possibly up to 100,000 tons) as a substitute for wheat, •provided the flour 

would be given to bakeries with a pro rata allotment to the bakeries to cover 

their costs. The bread would then be distributed free to the population, with 

appropriate labels. Mr. Michel said that he had pointed out the economic 

difficulties that would arise with such an arrangement and had urged further 

consideration of the possibility of the sale of flour in accordance with the 

ICRC's proposals (A/3503., paragraph 72). A final decision on this point was 

hoped for within a week or ten days. 

Coal: 

Mr. Michel ·said that the United States was also considering the possibility 

of providing from twenty to fifty thousand tons of coal for gratis 
I 

distribution to hospitals and similar institutions. This would have either to 

be shipped from the United States or obtained from Western Germany or Belgium, 

with replacement from European stocks. Payment 'WOuld probabl1have to come from 

the $100,000,000 dollar mutual security funds available for use at the discretion 

of the President - and this presented some difficulties. 

' 



.., 

Transportation of relief supplies 

Mr. Michel and Mr. Meyer pointed out that, if relief supplies (such as coal) 

should be made available in large quantities, problems may arise in connection 

with the payment of port handling charges and rail transportation. The European 

railways which now provide free transportation for the smaller quantities 

required for traditional relief may not be willing to do so in connection 

with the larger quantities involved in a general relief programme. Mr. Meyer 

said he had been told in Paris that the French Government (M. Noel) had offered 

rail transportation within France to the United Nations as part of their 

contribution to Hungarian relief. Mr. de Seynes said that he had not been 

informed of ' this offer - nor has any evidence of this offer been found in 

United Nations records. 

Utilization of relief supplies 

In response to questions raised by Mr. de Seynes and Mr. Cohen, Mr. Michel 

said that the lower priority items mentioned in the r~ort of the joint mission 

could be handled for general emergency relief under the ICRC sales plan. If 

the quantities of these and other items were large enough they would be 

distributed in accordance with the general emergency relief sales plan; otherwise 

they would be used for the traditional emergency relief programme, that is, direct 

free distribution to special categories of persons. 

Approaches to governments 

Mr. de Seynes said that he was constantly in touch with a number of the 

main delegations who may be in the best position to meet the relief supply 

requirements listed in his report. He was planning consultations on Wednesday 

the 20th and Thursday the 21st of February with the following delegations: 

Australia, Belgium, Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Spain 

and Sweden. He invited the representatives of the ICRC to be present and participate 

in these consultations. Each delegation would receive a copy of an aide memoire 

indicating the requirements, methods of distribution and sale, etc. Mr. Michel 

and Mr. Meyer submitted their corrnnents on parts of the draft aide memoire which 

described the activities of the ICRC. 

Use of funds available to United Nations 

There was some discussion of what might be the best possible use of the 

cash contributions made to the Secretary-General for relief within Hungary. 

Further consideration should be given as to how these funds could best aid the 

ICRC in its operational activities. 
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- UNITED NATIONS 

t,-/:z Ct 5 
1(: ~- )', 

NATIONS UNIES 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: 22 January 195_1 

• F,LE No.: Sa .C:2 4 ( ;l~ (,) 

SENDER'S TELEPHONE EXTENSION : __ 

sweJECT: t Burmese rice. 

,.,. 

.,.., ·. Further to Mr. Maunoirts letter of 10 January 1957 ( CICR), 

I telephoned Mr. Kyaw Min of the Burmese Delegation to inform 

him that the CICR would particularly welcome his Government's 

off er of rice for relief in Hungary. Mr. Kyaw Min said that he 

would convey this information to Rangoo,n and would provide the 

other information requested by the CICR concerning the quantity, 

shipping arrangements and time of delivery, as soon as he was 

informed of his Government's formal decision concerning this 

offer. 

I ,, 
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 

.; . 
t' 

Che~ ,Monsieur, .,.._-

Votre aimable lettre 
et je vous en remercie. 

Geneve, le 10 janvier 1957 
J 

,~ 

Comme je vous l'avais deja indique au telephone, l'offre du 
Gouvernement birman serait particulierement bienvenue pour l'action 
du Comite international de la Croix-Rouge en Hongrie. Il nous sera 
naturellement agreable de savoir, des que possible, sur quelle quantite 
de riz elle porterait et ~uels seraient les delais de livraison ~ un 
port europeen, compte tenu des possibilites d'acheminement au moment 
de l'expedition. Il nous interesserait egalement de conna1tre les 
intentions du Gouvernement birman en ce qui concerne le reglement des 
frais de transport. ---

Pour le surplus, je pense, comrne M. Cohen, que s'il est 
souhaitable, dans les conditions actuelles, de recevoir des contribu­
tions en especes, la plupart des gouvernements interesses prefereront 
en revanche maintenir des offres de secours en nature. Nous pourrons 
alors examiner de quelle ma.niere il conviendra d'en tenir compte pour 
la couverture des progrannnes d'assistance deja mis sur pied. 

Je vous prie de recevoir, cher Monsieur, l'expression de 
mes sentiments les meilleurs. 

Monsieur Pierre OBEZ 
Charge de la liaison pour les questions 
relatives a l'aide au peuple hongrois 
Office europeen des Nations Unies 
Palaia des Nations 
Geneva 

J.P. MAUNOIR 
Chef de Section 

Division executive 
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Press Release No 567 b 

of press release already distributed in Vienna 
Press and to Press Agencies. 

Lady Mountbatten visits the International 

Committee of the Red Cross 

~ 

VIENNA.,: · ICRC - Information • . ,,,; 

Lady Edwina Mountbatten arrived on Saturday in Vienna, where she 

expects to stay for about a week in order to visit, as Lady 

Superintendent-in- Chief of the St . John's Ambulance Brigade, the 

International Red Cross organisations which are caring for 

Hungarian refugees. Her first visit on Saturday afternoon was ' :~ 

to the Vienna Delegation of the International Committee of the 

Red Cross, where she was received by Dr . Bircher, Head of the 

Vienna Delegation of the ICRC, who gave her information concern-

ing the organisation of the International Committee 's Hungarian 

relief action . Lady Mountbatten then visited the Committee 's 

Vienna warehouses where so far 10 million kilograms of gift 

relief supplies have been received from all quarters and prepar-

ed for despatch to Budapest . Lady Mountbatten said that she was 

deeply impressed by the organisation of the International 

Committee's direct assistance to Hungary, and expressed the 

hope that further gifts and funds would be placed at the dispo-

sal of the ICRC to enable it to continue its relief action . 

VIENNA, January 19, 1957 

' , I 
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Press Release No 565 b 

Confirmation of press release already distributed in Vienna to 
~ . 

the local Press and to Press Ag~ncies. 

Spanish Rice for Hungar~ 
,.,. 

VIEN~ ICRC - Information. 

The Spanish Government has placed at the disposal of the Inter­
national Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross 
Societies one million kilograms of rice for distribution to 
people in 'need in Hungar~J and t Hun arian refugees in Austria. 

par 1al consignment, of which a portion has been diverted o 
the CARITA$ relief actions, arrived recently in Vienna and was 
handed over on Wednesday morning at the Viennese railway-station, 
Donaukai, by the Spanish Ambassador, Sr. Jose Sebastian de Erice/"' 
to the representatives of the organisations entrusted with the 
Hungarian relief action, When handing over the long line of 
wagons decorated with the Spanish colours, the Ambassador said 
that the Spanish people's gift of rice brought a message of 
affection and sympathy for the Hun7arian people in their hours 
of trial. He also said that his Government had made the gift not 
only to help Hungary in its distress, but also to support Aus­
tria in its stupendous efforts to carry out this great humanita­
rian task. On behalf of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, its General-Delegate for r elief to Hungary, M. G. Rutis­
hauser, thanked the Ambassador for this very generous and wel­
come gift. He gave the assurance that the rice would be distri­
buted fairly and conscientiously to those in need and said that 
the sending of rice from Spain was a further and noble proof of 
international solidarity with the Hungarian people. The Viennese 
representative of the Hungarian Catholic Action, Karl E. Paulai , 
also spoke cordial words of thanks for this further token of 
understanding and sympathy with the Hungarian people. 

Vienna, January 16, 1957 
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COMI INTERNATIO AL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 

,, 

Cher.· Monsieur, 
~ 

Geneve, le 10 Janvier 1957 

Votre aimable lettre du 8 janvier m'e t bien parvenue 
et je vous en remercie. 

Comme je vous l'avais deja indique au telephone, 11 0ft du 
Gouvernement birman serait particulierement bienvenue pour l ' action 
du C te international de la Croix-Rouge en Hongrie. ll nous ser 
naturellement agreable de savoir, des que possible, sur quelle quantite 
de riz elle porterait et quels seraient les delais de livraisan a un 
port europeen, eompte tenu des possibilites d'aeheminement au moment 
de l ' expedition. ll nous inter sserait egalement de conna tre le •~' 
int ntion du Gouvernement birman en ce qui eoneerne le reglement de 
frais de transport. 

Pour le surplus, je pense, eomme M. Cohen, que s ' il est 
eouha1table, dans lea conditions aetuelles, de recevoir des contribu­
tions en especes, la plupart des gouvernements interesses prefereront 
en revan he maintenir des offres de secours en nature . Nous pourrons 
alors examiner d quelle maniere 11 conviendra d ' en tenir compte pour 
la couv rture des programmes d ' assistance deja mis sur pied . 

J vous prie de recevoir, cher Monsieur, l'expression de 
es sentiments les meilleurs . 

Mon ieur Pierre OBEZ 
Charge de la liai on pour les questions 
relatives a ltaide au peuple hongrois 
Office europeen des Nations Unies 
Palaia des Nations 
Geneva 

J . P. MAUNOIB 
Chef de Section 

Division executive 

I 
, I 
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DELEGACIONi PERMANENTE DE GUATEMALA . . . . ~ 
ANTE '!,AS NACI O N ES UNI DAS 

PS/H/2673 

o/.) 

The Pe:rne.nent Representative of Guatenal.a 
to the.:-United Nations presents his compliments to 
the Etecretary General of the United Nations and bas 
th~ honour to transmit the notification received 
from the Government of Guatenal.a to the effect that 
negotiations are being car ried out to expedite the 
delivery of one hundred quint.ales of coffee for Hungarian 
relief to Vienna, Austria, in accordance with instructions 
contained in a letter of 12 December from the Executive 
Director for Relief to the Hungarian People of the 
United Nations o 

bd 

New York, 9 January, 1957 

I 
, I 
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28 OBEZ CONFIDENTIAL .. ~FOR DESEYNES REFERENCE YOUR 6 STOP REACTION 
·'. # . 

STATE DEPARTMENT TO SCHEME SUCH AS OUTLINED PARA SEVEN CICR .,,.. 

LETTER DECEMBER 28 OT FAVORABLE AND DOUBTS EXPRESSED AS TO 

LEGALITY SALE REPEAT SALE SURPLUS COMMODITIES IN HUNGARY STOP 

DOUBTS RELATE TO PROVISIONS UNITEDSTATES LEGISLATIO 

GOVERNING DISPOSAL SURPLUS ; 

P2 

COMMODITIES · IN CERTAIN COUNTRIES STOP DESPITE THESE VIEWS 

. IT IS OFFICIALLY REPORTED TODAY THAT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE IS 

AUTHORIZING SA~E SURPLUS COMMODITIES TO POLAND TO BE PAID FOR 

IN UNITEDSTATES DOLLARS STOP THIS INDICATES CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS 

ON DISPOSAL SURPLUS COMMODITIES MAY BE SET AS IDE BY EXECUTIVE 

DISCRETION WITHOUT REQUIRING NEW; 

P3 

LEGISLATION STOP A PLA BASED ON PAYMENT I LOCAL CURRENCY AS 

APPARENTLY I TENDED I PARA SEVEN CICR LETTER DOES OT FALL 
• 

WITHIN THE EXECUTIVES DISCRETIONARY PROVISIONS STOP PARA WAS 

INFORMED IN W SHINGTO CICR IN MIDST NEGOTIATING AGREEMENT 

ITH UNITEDST TE GOVER MET STOP HILE RECOG !ZING THAT. 

CIC MU~T DO EVERYTHI G-POSSIBLE I U E; 

P4 

AVAILABILITY RELIEF SUPPLIES THERE ARE IMPLICATIONS SUCH BILATERAL 

AGREEMENT FOR OUR EFFORTS CHAN EL CONTRIBUTIONS THROUGH 
I 

UNITEDNATIONS STOP VIEW OUR AGREEMENT WITH CICR Evt BELIEVE 

TIIEIR NEGOTIATIO WITH UNITEDSTATES AD OTHER GOVERNMENTS 

FORDS CICR OPPORTUNITY PRESS CASE FOR CHA NELLING CONTRIBUTIONS 

ROUGH U ITEDNATIONS STOP PARA SOME THREEMILLION DOLLARS OF THE 

FIFTEENMILLIO I J 

P5 

SURPLUS COMMODITIES ALREADY REPORTED COMMITTED AS FOLLOWS COLON 

NINEHUNDRED THOUSAND TO CICR CMA ONEHUNDRED FORTYTHOUSAND TO 

AUSTRIA TO REPLE ISH EMERGENCY ADVANCES AND ONEMILLION FIVEHUNDRED 

THOUSAND TO VOLUNTARY AGENCIES SEMICOLON APPARENTLY ONLY THE 

CICR SUPPLIES PRINCIPALLY FOR HUNGARY AND OTHERS FOR REFUGEES 

IN AUSTRIA TOP EYE HAVE AGAIN CALLED ATTENTION SECGEN; 

6/46 

AND CORDIER TO NEED FOR POLICY DISCUSSIONS AT HIGHEST LEVEL OF 

GOVERNMENTAL INTENTIONS WITH REGARD UN PARTICIPATION HUNGARIAN 

RELIEF ACTION STOP WE AWAIT YOUR VIEWS AND YOUR RETURN OP 

·• ' '• 
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F O CTION INF VOUR OF TllE HUNG IAN PEOPLE 

Ttie following countries were approach d by letter of 4 January 1957 
in res ect to eed supplies , ,, 

Austria 
Belgium 
D f , 
France 
Italy_ 

Luxembourg 
Netherland 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Yugosl via 

on 16 Janu ry the same countries were again ap~roached with respect 
to feeds and fertilizers. 

The following countries received a letter, dated 19 January, outlining 
the action t kn in respect to seeds nd inviting them to consider th 
possibility of furnishing feeds and fertilizers r .~ 

Canada 
Ireland 
Norway 
Portugal 

Spain 
United Kingdom 
Uni ted States 

I,,-e.J (..t_!Vv...__(HJ/ 
_ ---.. 

--

I 
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' 



3- JAN 1957 

4 V 14 8 15171 2, 1, J 

TIO S IY , ✓ ~ 
~v 01 F M O EZ EF EN .,E otssI 

1t 
DE SEY ES JISHES 

A I A.:!H sro 
I 

i' ONT 
0 E 0 OSALS 

1 ME 1 YESTERDAY CI VE fOLLO EIS 

·' 
$f V D PE I E'T Of A TIO D M EN y ERAL 

• LI F 

FL NO TLI ED I N E O D 4 AS LE DY EE' NDERTA iIT 
OV ti\ T I H 

25 10 S OF HEAT M D VAlLA LE Y 2 

0 1S I TlON O TLI EDP A SEV Si P 
D TO ..,0 'Dl 1 

A JITH S 
CO T 

11AV 

3 
Cl.,R I CLIN D TO ELIEVE THESE A THORITIES ' I 1T BE REL ~T T 

SEY S OLD 11S 

0 S 

A'D 

AC T SYSTEM O osED I A A SEVE. sto 

A E E ESS V ONTAvTS ASHIN~TO. 0 1 THIS PO LE PO IS ETU 
ATIO 

r 

1HE1 

CFMI 6 2 

TIO TO PLAN STO -

' ,, 

-



.. 

--



0 5:34/2)jl) .... 

ir , 

coo 

e ept. , 

' ·' 

Recor- .. 

i 

8 



., 

(l) .. 

~ 

i' 

I 

•••• 

R~co Q 
s co 

• 
·~ J 

4 

~RO 

·• 
" 



,,. 

J N 19 

so~ 

-W~ci> 
3 January 1951 

Dear Pierre , 

-The Burmes~'belegation has told us confidentially that their 
Governmen~ is~ considering an offer of rice for Hungarian relief and 
refugeei, to be used at the Secretary-Generalls discretion.. A .final 
decision, concerning the quantity as well , will only' be ta.ken in the 
middle of this month. 

In the ntime , and in order to xpedite .fUrther action , you 
might get the International Committee 's advance reaction to such an 
offer. We have however noted that rice is listed among the basic 
products that w:>uld be welcome for 11e ergency general relief. " 

In view of the problems of transportation and timing ntioned 
in Mr. Ma.unoir' s letter of 2l December in connection with the Indonesian 
offer, e put out a feeler to the Delegation concerning the possibility 
of converting the offer to cash, but apparently Bu.rm.es foreign exchange , 
difficulties would not {>8rmit thi • My general • pression is that few 
countries in this area ~including Ceylon and Indonesia) would be abl e to 
convert offers to cash and that it will be necessary to take shipping 
delays into account in accepting offers ot relief supplies and fitting 
them into a later stage ot the progr it practicable. 

Mr. Pierre Obez 
Liaison Officer tor Relief 

to the Hungarian People 
Palais des Nations 
Geneva, Sw.i.tzerlard. 

Sincerely, 

Myer Cohen 
Executive Director 

tor Relief to the Hungarian People 

' , r 
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C<7hen, Executive Director for 
to the Hungarian People 
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UNIES 

Date: 2 January 19.Jl _ 

FILE ~ O.: ~ Q ~_r-3 4\\J_ ~l') 
SENDER'S TELEPHONE EXTENSION: __ _ 

• f 

sueJECT: Possible Burmese of fer of rice 

..... 

At yo~r· request, I saw Mr . Kyaw ¥.dn of the Burmese Delegation. 
He 01d me that his Government was considering an offer of a quantity 
of rite for assistance to the Hungarian people . He said that a 
final decision concerning the offer would probably be taken in the 
middle of January. It would be available for use at the Secretary­
General I s discretion for relief inside Hungary or for Hungarian 
refugees . He asked what the procedure would be for determining 
whether the offer would be acceptable . 

I told Mr . Kyaw Min that , if he wished, we could inform the 
International Committee of the Red Cross confidentially that his 
Government was considering such an offer in order to obtain their 
preliminary reaction. I stressed however that with. regard to such 
offers , the International Committee had said that if the gifts 
in kind were acceptable they should reach their Vienna address 
"as soon as possible'' , and that in one case the International Committee 
had asked whether an offer in kind could be transformed into an offer 
in cash. Mr. Kyaw 1'1:i.n said that in view of its foreign currency 
problems, he doubted whether this could be done . 

A letter to Mr . Obez along the lines indicated is attached f or 
your approval and si gnature • 

• 



Ll \P' 

S,, -{: 34 \►3 ( ,) . 

le 11 
i' 

,.,. 

~onsieur 1 Directeur, 

C · 1 a.we iroications que j' a1 fai t ,.,...,,...,.rdr 
cbel co ressourc e se a la oispo 1tion 

d tions-Un cour a la Ho rl lle 
q e t le ocwn nt /3405, j'ai 
11honne v !tre qu nou avon re9U 
de ff tes: 

L'Indo esi o rre du th~, dU oaf t copr 
ur une val r de 150. COO roupi a. C tt offre 

co orte gal ·en la couverture d s traia 
d' xp di tion. 

La Lao ~ t l position d tio - ni e 
l e d'un million d franc £:ran9ais. 

Je vous aerai oblig6 de bien vo loir faire conn 1t 
votre avi ur l'utilis tion d cs re sources pour l'ai 
a 1 011trie afin qu nous pui siona ti ire p rv ntr d s que 
possible au ouv rne ents interesa4s l indicatio 
n cs aires qua ta l suite qui peut &tre donn 1 urs 
orrre. 

Veulllez a r, Monsieur le Di cteur, 1' xpree ion de 
s sent nts disti d. 

P. R. Obez 
Char de l liaison pour 1 
relative ' l' aid Peupl 

Monsieur R. Gallopin, 
irecteur executif, 

Comi tA int rnatio d la Croix-Rou , 
Avenu de la ix, 

VE 

que tions 
hongrois 
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