
06/08 '02 14:15 FAX 251 1 512814 EXECSC UNECA ADDIS I2]001/003

K. Y. AMOAKO
Executive Secretary

Dear Mr. Riza,

UNITED NATIONS
ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA
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Date: 5 August 2002
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_ _ _ . _ _ to members of the Senior Management Group regarding

participation of UN staff at_the forthcoming World Summit on ̂ ustainahkJDg^elopment (WSSD), I
am writing to provide you with the details of EGA staff members who will be traveling to
Johannesburg to service the Summit and backstop the Executive Secretary:

a) Staff directly involved in the substantive WSSD agenda

Mr. K.Y. Amoako, Executive Secretary;
- Mr. Josue Dione, Director, Sustainable Development Division (SDD);

Mr. AH Todaro, Special Assistant to the Executive Secretary; and
- Mr. Ousmane Laye, Senior Human Settlements Officer, SDD.

b) Related Activities

Major interactive discussion on the ECA Report on 'Harnessing Technology' with
policy-makers in the continent and other partners

- Mr. Patrick Asea, Director, Economic and Social Policy Division (ESPD);
- Ms. Shamika Sirimanne, Economic Affairs Officer, ESPD; and
- Mr. Peter da Costa, Senior Communication Adviser, Office of the Executive

Secretary (OES).

Launch of the African Water Facility at the Water Dome

- Mr. Maxwell Donkor, Senior Regional Adviser, Regional Cooperation and
Integration Division (RCID);

Coordination of Regional Commissions - New York Office (RCNYO)

- Mr. Kazi Rahman, Senior Economic Affairs Officer in RCNYO.

Mr. S. Iqbal Riza
Chef de Cabinet
Executive Office of the Secretary-General
United Nations
1 UN Plaza
New York, N.Y. 10017, USA
Fax: (1-212) 963 2155/3826
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With regard to the EGA team servicing WSSD, let me provide some background that has a
bearing on the number of staff being assigned to service the event.

Firstly, as Coordinator of the Regional Commissions, I have been asked to act as the
facilitator for organizing, on 29 August, a joint plenary event on regional implementation of
sustainable development, which will see the participation of all the five Executive Secretaries of the
Regional Commissions and their counterparts in the regional banks and organizations as partners.

EGA is also facilitating other organizational arrangements on behalf of the other Regional
Commissions.

Secondly, EGA will directly be involved in the substantive agenda of the Summit and two
side events, in the following order:

a) Major interactive discussion on the ECA Report on 'Harnessing Technology' with the
policy-makers in the continent and other partners. The ECA report is specifically
prepared for the WSSD event. In this regard, ECA will organize a major interactive
discussion with policy-makers in the continent, practitioners, development partners,
media and other interested party in Africa's sustainable development. The report
provides a fresh perspective focusing on major challenges facing Africa as it seeks a
rapid transition to sustainable development and examines opportunities that new
biotechnologies, particularly in agriculture and medicine, offer to African countries, by
identifying ways in which these new technologies can be optimally used in resource-
poor settings in the continent. Another major contribution of the report to the
sustainable development debate is through the Sustainable Development Indicators
developed by ECA, featuring for the first time in this report, that allow for tracking
progress of African countries over the last three decades in the areas of economic
transformation, institutional development, and environmental conservation.
Considering the demand, particularly from policy makers and practitioners to understand
what emerging biotechnologies offer and what are the risks and opportunities involved
in adapting them, ECA expects the report to create a considerable interest among
different stakeholders, and in turn will create an opportunity to put forth the latest
developments hi these technologies and their impact on economic transformation.

b) Launch of the African Water Facility at the Water Dome. Financed by The Netherlands,
Germany and other partners, the African Water Village Exhibitions are scheduled to last
from 29 August to 4 September 2002. The overall coordination and leading role is being
played by ECA. The Commission has also been given the responsibility of organizing
the Theme Day on "regional integration and finance" with the active participation of
Prince Willem Alexander of The Netherlands, the African Development Bank, the
European Investment Bank, the World Bank, the secretariat of the Nile Basin Initiative
and UNESCO. In this regard, a task force has been set up as a partnership by all
stakeholders in the African Sector to promote and highlight the role that integrated water
resources management should play in achieving sustainable development in Africa. The
programme, as well as the African Water Village, is funded under the extrabudgetary
project of the Inter-Agency Group on Water in Africa, which is managed by ECA.
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Thirdly, and given the important facilitatory role being played by the Regional Commissions
New York Office (RCNYO), I would like to request that Mr. Kazi Rahman, Senior Economic
Affairs Officer in RCNYO, be allowed to travel to Johannesburg as part of the ECA delegation, in
order to facilitate coordination among the five Executive Secretaries.

I shall be pleased to provide any further information you may need and hope that the above
proposal meets with your approval.

Yours sincerely,
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